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Pastor’s Perspective 

Getting Closer 
Now that we have made it through our first and hopefully last COVID Christmas 
(although this was written about a week and a half ago so at the moment I am 
unaware of how everything went) we can now turn our attention to our next major 
effort, moving the offices of all four campuses into one efficient location.  Barring 
any unforeseen circumstances or delays, we are expecting to occupy our new offices 
and meeting rooms within the next few weeks. 

After we have settled in we 
will have a Blessing Service 
for our new Pastoral 
Center and an Open House 
so you will know where to 
find us and see just what it 
takes for this massive parish 
to function. 

Here are a few more pictures 
of a work in progress. 

Clockwise, from top left: 
Deacon Rick’s office; 
Reception Lobby, Fr. 
Maranowski’s office; Men’s 
Room. 

In Other News: Our 2021 Calendars are available in the Narthex of 
each of our churches.  They feature beautiful religious art paintings as well 
as general parish information.  They are free thanks to the generosity of 
Devlin Funeral Home and Schellhaas & Sons Funeral Home.  Both 
have served the North Hills community for many years….Stay tuned for 
more news…. 

Something to think about: “Call it a clan, call it a network, call it a 
tribe, call it a family.  Whatever you call it, whoever you are, you need one.” 
  -  Jane Howard 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

READINGS for The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
 
First Reading: Genesis 15:1-6. 21:1-3 
God fulfills His promise to Abraham, and Sarah gives birth to a son.  
 
Second Reading: Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19 
Paul examines Abraham’s example of faith. 
 
Gospel Reading: Luke 2:22-40 
Mary and Joseph present Jesus at the Temple in accordance with the 
Law of Moses. 

If you plan to attend Mass on Saturday evening or Sunday morning, PLEASE 
REGISTER online at https://mountcarmelpgh.org. 

More people are coming to Mass on the weekend, but fewer people are registering. Don't risk 
having to be turned away because the church has reached capacity. Register! Here are the 
steps for registering online: 

1. Click "sign up" by the Mass you want, then scroll down and click "submit and sign up".  

2. You will be redirected to a page where you must fill in quantity (number of people), your 
name, your email and phone number.   

3. Select "Yes I agree" to the release for COVID-19 at the bottom of the form..  

4. Click "sign up now" to finalize the process.   

You will receive a confirmation email for your registration. If you do not receive an email 
confirmation, your registration did not go through. Restart the process. 

The deadline for online registrations is 5:00 pm on the Friday before the weekend Masses. For 
those without access to the website, you can also register by phone at (412) 219-9254. The 
deadline to register by phone is 4:00 pm on the Friday before the weekend Masses. 

Remember to Register for Weekend Masses 

Junior Ladies of Charity Brighten Lives of North Hills 
Rehabilitation Center Residents During Christmas Season 

The newly formed Our Lady of Mount Carmel Junior Ladies of Charity took part in its first 
activity during the Christmas season to brighten the lives of residents at the North Hills 
Rehabilitation Center. Under the supervision of parish Social Minister Mary Jo Robbins and 
Mary Ellen O’Boyle, Anne Hoyson and Diane Mares, the group produced a wonderful video 
of its members singing and playing Christmas songs and reading Christmas-related stories. 
The young women also decorated the outside of the center’s windows.  



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

Spiritual Guides for Adults and Children 
Magnificat is a monthly booklet containing the daily Mass readings as well as morning and evening 
prayers, reflections on the saints, essays and much more. Magnifikid, a weekly booklet for children 
between the ages of 6 and 12, comes as a monthly packet. It contains the Sunday Mass readings with 
a glossary of the hard words, prayer options, and a variety of activities for that week. We can obtain 
the group discount price of $27 for a one-year subscription for Magnificat and $15 for a one-year 
subscription for Magnifikid by placing our order through the coordinator at Saints John & Paul 
Parish. 

Order Deadline is next Sunday, January 3, 2021. Payment must be received with your order. 

For details and an order form, visit https://mountcarmelpgh.org/magnificat-magnifikid. 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Men’s Retreats 
Scheduled for Late January and February 

 
A new year brings new opportunities for spiritual growth. 
In particular, a retreat provides time for a man to step away 
from the stress of his everyday responsibilities and deepen 
his relationship with the Lord. With this in mind, the men of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
parish are invited to take part in our annual Men’s Retreat at St. Paul of the Cross Retreat 
Center on the South Side. 
 
Given the challenges of the past several months, this season’s retreat theme is especially 
appropriate: Hope Does Not Disappoint (Romans 5:5) – Finding Hope in an Imperfect World. 
 
In response to COVID-19 guidelines, the program has been revised to consist of a one-day 
Saturday retreat in January and two traditional weekend retreats in February—each of which 
will accommodate a maximum of 35 participants. Please consider taking part in one of the 
following retreats: 

• Saturday, January 30, 2021 from 9:00 a.m.–7:00 p.m. (one day retreat) 

• Friday, February 5–Sunday, February 7, 2021 (full weekend) 

• Friday, February 19–Sunday, February 21, 2021 (full weekend) 
 
The suggested offering for the Saturday retreat day is $125 per person, which includes lunch 
and dinner. For the weekend retreats, the stipend is $250 per person, which covers the retreat 
center’s costs. 
 
For more information and to register, contact Tom Dionese (412-364-7322, 
tomdionese@hotmail.com),  Bob DeWitt (412-527-8483, bobdewitt1@gmail.com), 
Gerry Kunic (412-874-6186, usmcgrk@yahoo.com), Larry Tielsch (412-944-4216,  
tielsch54@gmail.com), George Linkhauer (412-952-4127, george.linkhauerII@gmail.com), 
or Skip Bradburn (412-366-2283, skip@pitt.edu). 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

March for Life 
Friday, January 29, 2021 

Washington, D.C. 
Fri 

Please join us for the 48th annual March for Life! This peaceful demonstration near the 
somber anniversary of Roe v. Wade is a witness to the truth concerning the greatest human 
rights violation of our time—legalized abortion on demand. Bus transportation to and from the 
March is being sponsored by the Knights of Columbus Art J. Rooney Sr. Council #9984 in 
partnership with Our Lady of Mount Carmel Respect Life Committee. 

 

 5:30 a.m.  Mass in St. Bonaventure Church or Chapel 

 6:15 a.m.  Bus leaves St. Bonaventure for Washington, D.C. 
     Light breakfast included; bring your own lunch 

 Noon   Rally for Life on the National Mall at 12th Street 
     After the rally, we will March for Life along Constitution Avenue  
     to the Capitol and Supreme Court, with an opportunity to visit our  
     elected Congressional representatives. 

 4:00 p.m.  Return to bus. We will stop for dinner on the way home. 

 11:15 p.m.  Approximate return to St. Bonaventure Church 

PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL TO RESERVE A SEAT ON OUR BUS: 

Dot Lydic-412-301-0420 – lydic3@comcast.net 
 

Space is limited to 28 passengers (50% capacity) due to COVID-19 restrictions. 

 

Reservations will be on a first paid/first served basis. 
Your reservation will be considered made when we receive your payment of $35 per person. 

Please make check payable to: Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Respect Life 
and mail to Dot Lydic, 203 Prospect Ct., Pittsburgh PA 15229 

A Great Way to Begin the New Year 
 
New Year’s Day is the final day in the Christmas Octave. If you weren’t 
able to attend Christmas Mass in person, consider starting the new year 
in a prayerful manner by attending Mass. On New Year’s Eve, Masses 
will be offered at Saint Athanasius and Saint Teresa of Avila at 4:00 p.m. 
On New Year’s Day, Masses will be offered at 9:00 a.m. at Incarnation 
of Our Lord and 11:00 a.m. at Saint Sebastian. Register at 
www.mountcarmelpgh.org. 

mailto:lydic3@comcast.net


Hymnal Pages   
Reprinted with permission under copyright license # A-735609 by OneLicense.net. All rights reserved. 

 

Gathering Hymn:  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 

1. Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King! 
     Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
     Joyful, all you nations, rise;  Join the triumph of the skies; 
     With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
     Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

2. Christ by highest heaven adored;  Christ, the everlasting Lord! 
     Late in time behold him come, offspring of the Virgin’s womb, 
     Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;  Hail the incarnate Deity, 
     Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel, 
     Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

3. Hail! The heav’n-born Prince of Peace!  Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
     Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings. 
     Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
     Born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth. 
     Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

Text:  Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.; Tune: MENDELSSOHN, 77 77 D with refrain; Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847.  

 

Responsorial Psalm:  Blest Are Those Who Love You 
 

REFRAIN:  Blest are those who love you, happy those who follow you, 
                    Blest are those who seek you, O God. 
 

1. Happy all those who fear the Lord, and walk in God’s pathway; you will find what you long for: the riches of our God. (Refrain) 
2. Your spouse shall be like a fruitful vine in the midst of your home, your children flourish like olive plants rejoicing at your table.   
    (Refrain) 
3. May the blessings of God be yours all the days of your life, may the peace and the love of God live always in your heart. (Refrain) 
 

Text: Psalm 128:1-2, 3, 5; Marty Haugen;  Music: Marty Haugen, refrain II adapt. By Dianna Kodner © 1987, 1993, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

Preparation of the Altar:  God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen 
 

1. God rest you merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay; 
     Remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas day 
     To save us all from Satan’s pow’r when we were gone astray. (Refrain) 
 

REFRAIN:  O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy; O tidings of comfort and joy! 
 

2. In Bethlehem in Judah this blessed babe was born, 
     And laid within a manger upon this blessed morn, 
     For which his mother Mary did nothing take in scorn.  (Refrain) 
 

3. From God our heav’nly Father a blessed angel came, 
     And unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same, 
     How that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name.  (Refrain) 
 

Text:  English carol, 18th c.; Tune: GOD REST YOU MERRY, 8 6 8 6 8 6 with refrain; English 18th C.; harm. by John Stainer, 1840-1901.       



Distribution of Holy Communion:  Bread of Life 
 

REFRAIN:  Bread of Life, hope of the world, Jesus Christ, our brother: 
                    Feed us now, give us life, lead us to one another. 
 

1. A child is born for us, a son is giv’n to us, in our midst, Christ, our Lord and God  
     Comes as one who serves.  (Refrain) 
 

2. With our own eyes we see, with our own ears we hear the salvation of all the world,  
     God’s incarnate word.  (Refrain)   
 

3. You are the hope of all, our promise and our call, radiant light in our darkness, 
     Truth to set us free.  (Refrain) 
    
Text and music ©1982, 1987, Bernadette Farrell.  Published by OCP.  All rights reserved. 

 
Distribution of Holy Communion 2:  O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 

1. O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
     Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
     Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light: 
     The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 

2. For Christ is born of Mary and gathered all above, 
     While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch in wond’ring love. 
     O morning stars together proclaim the holy birth! 
     And praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth. 
 

3. How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is giv’n! 
     So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav’n. 
     No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 
     Where meek souls will receive him still the dear Christ enters in. 
 

4. O holy Child of Bethlehem! Descend to us, we pray; 
     Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 
     We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
     O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Emmanuel!      
 
Text: 86 86 76 86; Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893, alt. Music: Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908. 

 
Sending Forth:  Go, Tell It On the Mountain 
 

REFRAIN:  Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 
                    Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

1. While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night, 
     Behold throughout the heavens there shone a holy light.  (Refrain) 
 

2. The shepherds feared and trembled when lo, above the earth 
     Rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth.  (Refrain) 
 

3. Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, 
     And God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.  (Refrain) 
 
Text:  African American spiritual; verses by John W. Work, Jr. 1872-1925; Tune:  GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNNTAIN, 7 6 7 6 with refrain;  African American spiritual; harm. by Robert 
J. Batastini, b. 1942. © 1995. 



Mass Intentions   
Date Time Location Intention Requested By 

Monday  
December 28 
The Holy Innocents, 
Martyrs 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Rose Bauer ✞ 

Robert Bauer, Jr. 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
William & Richard Doerfler ✞ 

Barb & Family 

Tuesday  
December 29 
Fifth Day within the 
Octave of the Nativity 
of the Lord 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Thomas Bonant ✞ 

Grace Murtha 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Gregory Otterman ✞ 

Paul & Patty Kress 

Wednesday  
December 30 
Sixth Day within the 
Octave of the Nativity 
of the Lord 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Ernest Mikec ✞ 

Ed & Diana Skinger 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Robert Niederberger ✞ 

Bob & Ann Gaertner 

Thursday  
December 31 
Seventh Day within 
the Octave of the 
Nativity of the Lord 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Ruth Burgess ✞ 

OLMC Ladies of Charity 

4 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Athanasius For the People of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

4 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Teresa of Avila 
Raymond Stobba ✞ 

Mike Stobba 

Friday   
January 1 
The Octave Day of 
the Nativity of the 
Lord; Solemnity of 
Mary, Mother of 
God 

9 AM Incarnation of the Lord Lorraine Wagner & Doris 

Whittingstall ✞ 

Karen Schmiedecke 

11 AM St. Sebastian 
Jean Dzialowski ✞ 

Family 

Saturday  
January 2 
Sts Basil the Great & 
Gregory Naziznzen, 
Bishops and Doctors 
of the Church 
 

11 AM St. Athanasius Confessions 

4 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Teresa of Avila 
John K. Burnett ✞ 

Family 

5 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Athanasius 
Catherine Relihan ✞ 

Janet Platek 

6 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Sebastian For the People of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

Sunday  
January 3 
Epiphany            
of the Lord 

8 AM Incarnation of the Lord 
Bill Campbell ✞ 

Chris Woods 

9 AM St. Athanasius 
Robert Mascari ✞ 

Paul Sable 

10 AM St. Sebastian 
John J. Kleck ✞ 

Juana R. Kleck 

11 AM St. Teresa of Avila 
Donna Witter ✞ 

Sharon & Boats Gabos 



Staff Directory   

Have a question regarding… 
Finances, call 412.364.8999, x8436 

Mass Intentions, call 412.364.8999, x8451 

Parish Registration, call 412.364.8999, x8419 

Scheduling a Baptism, call 412.364.8999, x8410 

Scheduling a Marriage, call 724-880-3486 

Scheduling a meeting or event, call 412.364.8999, 
x8451 

Sponsor letter or baptismal certificate, call 
412.364.8999, x8410 

For a complete list of staff members, go to https://neighborsnorth.org/staff-1 

CLERGY TEAM 

Rev. John Rushofsky, MS Ed, Pastor 
jrushofsky@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999 

Rev. Michael Maranowski, Senior Parochial Vicar 
mmarnowski@diopitt.org 
412.367.9001, x508 

Rev. Vincent Kolo, Parish Chaplain 
vkolo@diopitt.org 
412.367.9001, x511 

Rev. Michael Zavage, MDiv, STB, Parochial Vicar 
mzavage@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.931.4624 

Deacon Richard Cessar, Pastoral Associate 
rcessar@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x8116 

Deacon Gary Comer 
gcomer@stathanasiuswv.org 
412.931.4624 

Deacon Robert Koslosky, Director, Faith Formation 
rkoslosky@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x8521 

Deacon William Palamara 
wpalamara@stathanasiuswv.org 
412.931.4624, x226 

 

FAITH FORMATION 

Deacon Robert Koslosky, Director, Faith Formation 
rkoslosky@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x8521 

Katie Dorman, Youth Minster 
kdorman@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x8520 
Ann Walker, Secretary for Faith Formation and 
Parish Social Ministry 
awalker@mountcarmelpgh.org  

412.364.8999, x8529 

 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

Mary Jo Robbins, Parish Social Minister 
mrobbins@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x8637 

Sr. Pat Mahoney, OSF, Associate Parish Social 
Minster 
pmahoney@saintsebastianparish.org 
412.364.8999, x 8624 

Sr. Evelyn Dettling, OSB, Community Center 
Director 
edettling@stathanasiuswv.org 
412.931.6633 

 

WORSHIP 

Ted Rybka, Director of Worship 
trybka@avilaparish.org 
412.367.9001, x514 

Judy Dulemba, Coordinator for Liturgical Ministry  

jdulemba@mountcarmelpgh.org,  

412.367.9001, x517  

 

FACILITIES 

Michael Stobba, Director of Facilities 
mstobba@avilaparish.org 
412.367.9001, x509 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

John Fries, Communications Coordinator 
jfries@mountcarmelpgh.org. 
412.367.9001 
Kelly Ryan, Bulletin Editor 
communications@saintsebastianparish.org 

412.364.8999 

mailto:awalker@mountcarmelpgh.org
mailto:jdulemba@mountcarmelpgh.org
mailto:communications@saintsebastianparish.org


         Parish Social Ministry  

World Day of Peace 
Every year on January 1, the Pope marks the World Day of Peace with special 
prayers for peace in our world.  We are all asked to consider how we can 

contribute to world peace. We might not believe that our actions make much of a 
difference, but that would not be accurate.  Peace in our world starts with small things.  As 
with any skill, we learn through practice.  Practice peace-making between feuding family 
members.  Practice peace by reaching out to someone who has offended you.  Practice peace 
by choosing to celebrate the good and not dwell on the negative. Practice peace by really 
hearing another's point of view.  These actions do not require us to agree on everything.  It 
does require us to consider that sometimes the bigger picture—peace—is more important than 
our personal differences. Peace—if it were easy, we would already be living it. 

Christmas Angel Tree Thank You:   Like everything else this year, the Ladies of Charity 
had to modify the Angel Tree due to the pandemic.  You were asked to purchase gift cards and 
make monetary donations to be shared with 8 different groups and agencies.  Not surprisingly, 
you came through in a big way.  The total amount received was just over $20,000!  Hundreds 
of lives have been touched by your generosity this Christmas.  Thank you to everyone who 
responded, and thank you to the Ladies of Charity who organize this major project.   

Food Pantry Needs: Dishwashing soap,  detergent, juice, and Progresso soup.  We especially 
need paper products. We have set out two food collection bins outside of Haber Hall at the St. 
Sebastian site.   You can also drop off donations in the narthex at St. Athanasius Church  when 
it is open, or leave in the bin outside of Athanasian Hall.  Thank You! 
  

Did You Know? Our Lady of Mount Carmel has many, many Social Ministry activities.  This 
time of year, many of them are in the forefront such as the Christmas Angel Tree.  During 
most of the year these activities are carried out with little notice.  The Ladies of Charity (who 
organize the Angel Tree) reach out to our homebound several times a year. They read books to 
preschoolers,  send bereavement notes to families, and do many other charitable works.  The 
Spark of Hope works 6 days each week collecting excess food from grocery stores and 
delivering to local food banks.  The Society of St. Vincent de Paul provides financial 
assistance to those in need and operates a twice monthly food pantry all year round. The 
Respect Life Committee attends the annual March for Life in January, and organizes the 
diaper drive, baby bottle collection and sidewalk prayer vigils outside of Planned Parenthood.  
Our Parish Nurses arrange the Fall flu shot clinic.  Our Funeral Liturgy Planners provide 
essential assistance to grieving families helping them to plan a funeral Mass to honor their 
loved one.  And there are other projects too numerous to list. 
 
It is no wonder that we say that YOU are the church.  Not the building.  Not the staff.  The 
work of the Church could not happen without the hundreds of volunteers who devote their 
free time and energy to helping others.  May God bless you all abundantly for your service! 
 

MaryJo Robbins 



Worship  

Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
Todays’ readings relate values all families should 
treasure. Sirach speaks of the way we ought to treat 
each other, closing with a moving portrayal of an 
adult child and elderly parent. Paul lists qualities we 
should manifest in our families, especially love. 
Luke tells the story of Mary and Joseph bringing   
Jesus to the temple in order to present him to God. 
As we listen to today’s scriptures, may we see our 
own families in the words we hear. 

Ted Rybka 

New Side Altars 
 

On this Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, it seems 
appropriate to answer the question, “Where are the statues of Mary and 
Joseph that used to hang in the votive candle area at St. Teresa?” I’ve 
been asked this question a lot lately. The statues have been removed 
from this area in preparation for new side altars in the sanctuary. The 
large, metal grates to the left and right sides of the altar will soon        
become altars to the Blessed Mother (facing the altar on your left) and 
St. Joseph (facing the altar on your right).  
 

It’s important to note that those large, metal grates function as air       
returns for the church HVAC system, so the new side altars will allow 
those grates to be incorporated into the new design and continue to  
function in the way in which they were intended. The new side altars 
will not prevent the needed airflow. In fact, with just a few minor        
adjustments, the air return vents will actually function better once the 
project is completed. The total height of each vent is currently six feet. 
Once the side altar is added, the height will expand to nine feet with six 
airflow panels on each side. Each panel will also be decorative as well 
as functional, with small wooden crosses and stars of David. A topper 
measuring three feet high will be added to mimic the angles of the large 
wooden beams that support the church roof to complete the design. 
 

The side altars will be quite beautiful and constructed entirely of wood. 
All of the woodwork will be stained to match the other newer areas 
throughout the church. Assuming we have no setbacks, this project 
should begin at some point after the holidays and be completed 
(hopefully) in time for Lent. 
 

This project was scheduled to be done several years ago in preparation 
for the 150th Anniversary of St. Teresa of Avila, but was postponed until 
after the new sanctuary floor was installed. Yes, it’s long overdue, but 
better late than never. We hope you love it when you see the finished 
product! 



Embracing Hope: The Art of Janet McKenzie 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 

                                             ~ Deacon Bob 

The Holy Family Prayer 
 

JESUS, Son of God and Son of Mary, bless 

our family. Graciously inspire in us the unity, 
peace, and mutual love that you found in your 
own family in the little town of Nazareth. 

MARY, Mother of Jesus and Our Mother, 

nourish our family with your faith and your 
love. Keep us close to your Son, Jesus, in all 
our sorrows and joys. 

JOSEPH, Foster-father to Jesus, guardian and 

spouse of Mary, keep our family safe from 
harm. Help us in all times of discouragement 
or anxiety. 

HOLY FAMILY OF NAZARETH, make our 

family one with you. Help us to be instru-
ments of peace. Grant that love, strengthened 
by grace, may prove mightier than all the 
weaknesses and trials through which our fami-
lies sometimes pass. May we always have 
God at the center of our hearts and homes un-
til we are all one family, happy and at peace in 
our true home with you. Amen. 

 

Faith Formation  

Deacon Bob 
Koslosky 



Holy Cross Academy   

Holy Cross Academy Art Class 

 

This year students in art class have been involved in creating self por-
traits revealing themselves as well as their positive traits and strengths 

present behind the masks. Currently students are focusing on themed art inspired 
by Advent and the events surrounding Jesus’ birth. The students are so creative, 
both those that are in class and those that virtually attend. Older students are de-
signing digital portfolios to showcase their work so that they can reflect on it at 
the end of the year. I am so grateful to work with such amazing students! 

 

Mrs. Osekowski 
Principal 

Music Class with  

Mr. Levicky 
Due to all of the COVID-19 safety precautions needed to be followed, it has been a very trying 
time to teach music this year. Playing various percussion instruments, creating partner move-
ments/dances and performing our traditional Christmas show have been eliminated. However, the 
students at Holy Cross Academy have adapted very nicely.  
 
Students have learned to sing with their masks on. It requires good breathing techniques which are 
being practiced and continually improved on. Learning to project and enunciate their words are 
benefits of having to sing with masks. The primary grades are still able to create movements to 
match the steady beat of songs but are asked to stay in “their space” by their desk rather than use 

open areas with their fellow classmates. We also had fun singing songs and playing “air drums” 
for rhythm accompaniments. Upper grades created their own song lyrics using Thanksgiving and 
Patriotic themes. Finally, to put everyone into a festive mood, we are singing favorite Christmas 
carols in class. 








