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Pastor’s Perspective 

Three More Weeks... 
...until we move into 
our new Pastoral  
Center.  These pictures 
were taken a few days 
before Christmas. 

Clockwise, from top 
left:  Ladies Room; 
Gym/Stage; Staff Lunch 
Room; Pastor’s Office. 

In Other News: As we celebrate the visit of the Magi to Jesus, Mary, and Jo-
seph on this beautiful solemnity of Epiphany, we recall the precious gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh they offered to the newborn Messiah.  In this season of 
giving, it is gratifying that so many of you have graced us with cards, gifts, candy, 
baked goods, and gracious words of support and encouragement.  Thank you!  
We are truly grateful for your kindness….Stay tuned for more news…. 

Something to think about: “They prostrated themselves and did 
him homage.  Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”  - Matthew 2:11 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

READINGS for The Epiphany of the Lord 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 60: 1-6 
Jerusalem shall be a light to all nations. 
 
Second Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3a,5-6 
Gentiles are coheirs in the promise of Christ. 
 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 2:1-12 
The Magi seek out Jesus and do Him homage. 

New Parish Email Addresses Go Live January 4
th

 

Beginning Monday, January 4th, email addresses for all parish clergy, administration and staff will 
transition to the mountcarmelpgh.org domain. The new addresses appear as that person's first initial 
and last name@mountcarmelpgh.org. So, a typical address would appear as 
jsmith@mountcarmelpgh.org. Please note that all the new contact information that appears on the 
staff page of this bulletin. 

We ask that you update your email contacts/address book and begin using the new format 
immediately. Thank you for your cooperation. 

Staff Changes at Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Bishop Zubik’s clear, unswerving goal for On Mission for the Church Alive! has always been vibrant 
parishes within a realistic appraisal of available resources. This has been true in the merger of 
parishes and in the assignment of clergy. (We welcome back Deacon David Witter to public 
ministry after his absence to care for a family member.)  

This goal is also true in the development of a staffing plan for Our lady of Mount Carmel Parish. 
Father Rushofsky has, after consultation, formulated a staffing plan for the parish that allows us to be 
vibrant and responsible at the same time. 

Recently, we have seen the normal departures due to resignation (Justin Haeussler, maintenance and 
Bette Weger, faith formation secretary, who resigned earlier, but continued to help part-time to 
bridge us to a new staff member) and retirement (Harry Stumpf in maintenance, Marilyn Ruffner, 
as Safe Environment Coordinator, and John Flaherty in Human Resources). We wish each of them 
good health and happiness in their future endeavors and thank them for their service. 

We welcome new members of the parish staff who fill positions that have been determined to be key 
to our vibrancy as a parish. John Fries has recently been hired as Communications Coordinator. 
Nancy Koslosky, wife of Deacon Bob, has been hired as Membership Services Coordinator. Ann 
Walker now serves as Secretary for both Faith Formation and Social Ministry. Ann Ferguson joins 
the staff as Human Resources/Safe Environment Coordinator. Ed and Jacob Nuttall, a father and 
son, have joined the maintenance staff. May their service aid all of us in being disciples of Christ on 
mission. 

http://mountcarmelpgh.org/
mailto:jsmith@mountcarmelpgh.org


Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

Special Collection on January 16 & 17 
to Benefit St. Anthony & DePaul Schools 

On Saturday, January 16 and 
Sunday, January 17, Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel Parish will 
join parishes from across the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh in 
offering a special collection at 
all Masses to benefit St. 
Anthony School Programs and 
the DePaul School for Hearing 
and Speech. Your support is 
encouraged and appreciated, 
and every dollar you 
contribute is credited toward 
your Parish Share. 

These important programs provide much-needed special education for many of the youngest 
members of our Diocese while also empowering them to become active and contributing 
members of their communities. 

St. Anthony School Programs offers an inclusive education to children ages 5 to 21 with 
special needs, and the DePaul School for Hearing and Speech teaches children 14 years of age 
and younger who have hearing challenges to listen, speak and learn. 

With your support, which is now needed more than ever, we are confident that God will 
continue to work through these programs to help special needs students succeed and allow 
St. Anthony School and the DePaul School to continue reaching out to families within the 
Diocese who are in need of these services. 

Virtual Ca$h Ba$h a Huge Success 

Just before Christmas, on Friday, December 18, Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish held its 
first Virtual Ca$h Ba$h to benefit our Music Ministry. 
Hundreds tuned in to watch the drawings take place via 
an online video feed, which was a necessary measure due 
to COVID restrictions. Between drawings, video clips 
featuring past Christmastime performances by the Music 
Ministry were shown, adding an element of fun and 
festivity to the program. If you missed the Ca$h Ba$h, 
you can still view in on video via the parish Facebook 
page, as it will remain online for a limited time. 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

St. Vincent DePaul Drop Boxes Filling Up 
Because of COVID, generosity from the 
community has been overwhelming, but there has 
also been a decrease in SVDP warehouse staff and 
drivers to accommodate the increased drop-offs. 
If the donation boxes in the upper parking lot at  
Saint Sebastian are full, please do not leave your 
items on the ground, as they will be exposed to 
the elements and, therefore, not usable. 
If the bins are already full, please take your items 
to the Saint Vincent DePaul Thrift Store at 415 
Chess Street, Coraopolis, PA 15108. They’re open 
Monday-Friday from 10:00 to 6:30 p.m. and on 
Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Parish Men’s Retreats Scheduled for January & February 

At St. Paul of the Cross Retreat Center 

The men of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish are 
invited to take part in our annual Men’s Retreat at St. 
Paul of the Cross Retreat Center on the South Side. 
This season’s retreat theme is Hope Does Not 
Disappoint (Romans 5:5) – Finding Hope in an 
Imperfect World. 

In response to COVID-19 guidelines, the program has 
been revised to consist of a one-day Saturday retreat 
in January and two traditional weekend retreats in February—each of which will 
accommodate a maximum of 35 participants. Dates are: 

• Saturday, January 30, 2021 from 9:00 a.m.–7:00 p.m. (one day retreat) 

• Friday, February 5–Sunday, February 7, 2021 (full weekend) 

• Friday, February 19–Sunday, February 21, 2021 (full weekend) 

For more information and to register, contact one of the following members of the Men’s 
Retreat promotion team: 

Tom Dionese (412-364-7322, tomdionese@hotmail.com) 

Bob DeWitt (412-527-8483, bobdewitt1@gmail.com) 

Gerry Kunic (412-874-6186, usmcgrk@yahoo.com) 

Larry Tielsch (412-944-4216, tielsch54@gmail.com) 

George Linkhauer (412-952-4127, george.linkhauerII@gmail.com) 

Skip Bradburn (412-366-2283, skip@pitt.edu). 



Hymnal Pages for the Epiphany of the Lord 

Reprinted with permission under copyright license # A-735609 by OneLicense.net. All rights reserved. 
 

Gathering Hymn:  We Three Kings 
 

1. We three kings of orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar 
      Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.  (Refrain) 
 

REFRAIN:  O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; 
                    Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

2.  Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, Gold I bring to crown him again,  
     King forever, ceasing never overall us all to reign.  (Refrain) 
 

3. Frankincense to offer have I:  Incense owns a deity nigh; 
     Prayer and praising gladly raising, worship him, God on high.  (Refrain) 
 

4. Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
     Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in a stone-cold tomb.  (Refrain) 
 

5. Glorious now behold him arise, King and God and Sacrifice;   
     “Alleluia, alleluia!” sounds through the earth and skies.  (Refrain) 
 
Text: 88 44 6 with refrain; based on Matthew 2:1-11.  Text and music: Carols, Hymns and Songs, 1863; John H. Hopkins, Jr. 1820-1891, alt. 

 

Responsorial Psalm:  Every Nation on Earth 
 

REFRAIN:  Every nation on earth will adore you, Lord. 
                    Every nation on earth will adore you, Lord.  
 

1. O God, with your judgment endow the King; with your justice endow the king’s son. 
       With justice he will govern your people, your afflicted ones with right judgment.  (Refrain) 
 

2. Justice shall flow’r in his days, lasting peace ‘til the moon be no more. 
       May he rule from sea to sea, from the river to the ends of the earth. (Refrain) 
 

3. The kings of Tarshish and the Isles offer gifts, those from Seba and Arabia bring tribute. 
       All kings shall pay him their homage, all nations shall serve him.  (Refrain) 
 
Text:Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13; Michael Joncas; Music: Michael Joncas ©1987, 1994, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

Preparation of the Altar:  Epiphany Carol 
 

1. Ev’ry nation sees the glory of a star that pierced the night.   
     As we tell the wondrous story we are bathed in radiant light. 
     Star sent forth from highest heaven, dancing light of God’s design, 
     Shine upon the gift that’s given: Word made flesh now born in time. 
 

2. Ev’ry tongue shall sing the praises of his birth in deepest night. 
     He is healing for the ages; He is Christ, our God’s delight. 
     He proclaims within his being all our hopes, our great desires. 
     He shall die to rise, redeeming all who follow with their lives. 
 

3. Once again may we discover Word made flesh sent from above. 
     In our neighbor, sister, brother, in the lonely and unloved. 
     May we touch him, may we hold him, may we cradle him with care 
     As we learn to love each other, bringing hope from out despair. 
 
Text:  Francis Patrick O’Brien, b. 1958, ©2002, GIA Publications, Inc.  Tune:  BEACH SPRING, 8 7 8 7 D; The Sacred Harp, 1844; harm. by Ronald A. Nelson,  
b. 1927, © 1978, Lutheran Book of Worship.   



Distribution of Holy Communion:  What Child Is This 
 

1. What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
     Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping?  (Refrain) 
 

REFRAIN:  This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
                     Haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary. 
 

2. Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding? 
     Good Christian, fear: for sinners here the silent Word is pleading.  (Refrain)    
 

3. So bring him incense, gold and myrrh, come peasant, king, to own him; 
     The King of kings salvations brings, let loving hearts enthrone him.  (Refrain) 
 

Text :87 87 with refrain; Bramley and Stainer’s Christmas Carols New and Old, 1871; William C. Dix, 1837-1898. Music: Trad, English melody, 16th cent.; Bramley 
and Stainer’s Christmas Carols New and Old, 1871. 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion 2: The First Noel 
 

1. The first Nowell, the angel did say, was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
      In fields where they lay keeping their sheep. On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.   
      (Refrain) 
 

REFRAIN:  Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Born is the King of Israel. 
 

2. They look-ed up and saw a star shining in the east, beyond them far; 
     And to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day and night.  (Refrain) 
 

3. And by the light of that same star three wise men came from country far; 
     To seek for a king was their intent, and to follow the star wherever it went.  (Refrain) 
  
4. This star drew nigh to the northwest, o’er Bethlehem it took its rest, 
     And there it did both stop and stay, right over the place where Jesus lay.  (Refrain) 
 

5. Then entered in those wise men three, full rev’rently upon the knee, 
     And offered there, in his presence, their gold and myrrh and frankincense.  (Refrain) 
 

6. Then let us all with one accord sing praises to our heav’nly Lord; 
     Who with the Father we adore and Spirit blest for evermore.  (Refrain) 
 

Text: Irregular with refrain; trad. English carol, 17th cent. 

 

Sending Forth:  As With Gladness Men of Old 
 

1. As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold, 
     As with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright, 
     So, most gracious Lord may we evermore be led to thee. 
 

2. As with joyful steps they sped to that lowly manger bed, 
     There to bend the knee before Him whom heav’n and earth adore; 
     So may we with willing feet ever seek the mercy-seat. 
 

3. As they offered gifts most rare at that manger rude and bare;  
     So may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy, 
     All our costliest treasures bring, Christ! To thee, our heav’nly King. 
 

Text: 77 77 77; William C. Dix, 1837-1898; Music: Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872; adapt by William H. Monk, 1823-1889. 



Mass Intentions   
Date Time Location Intention Requested By 

Monday  
January 4 
St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton, Religious 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Sarah Graf ✞ 

Joe & Rhonda Matt 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Joann Slowik ✞ 

Richard, Diane & Karen 

Tuesday  
January 5 
St. John Neumann, 
Bishop 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Cyrilla Grosjean ✞ 

Louise Kober 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
John Menes ✞ 

Janine Fiesta 

Wednesday  
January 6 
Christmas Weekday/
St. Andre Bessette, 
Religious 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Catherine Dorsch ✞ 

Family 

12 PM St. Sebastian 53rd Wedding Anniversary of 
Linda & Harvey Hamilton 

Kristen & Michael Dougherty 

Thursday  
January 7 
Christmas Weekday/
St. Raymond of    
Penafort, Priest 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Marian (Jean) Rushofsky ✞ 

Reverend John Rushofsky 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Mary Ann Radziukinas ✞ 

Sister Mary Sharon Iacobucci 

Friday   
January 8 
Christmas Weekday 

8:30AM St. Athanasius 
Charles J. Rohleder ✞ 

Marie Rohleder 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Richard Tomko ✞ 

Norma Tomko 

Saturday  
January 9 
Christmas Weekday 
 

11 AM St. Athanasius Confessions 

4 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Teresa of Avila 
Dorothy Kostelnik ✞ 

Brown Family 

5 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Athanasius 
Clara Marie Violi ✞ 

Mary & Tom Callaghan & Family 

6 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Sebastian 
George & Mary Ann Pavlic ✞ 

Carmen & Mary Sciulli 

Sunday  
January 10 
Baptism of        
the Lord 

8 AM Incarnation of the Lord 
Thomas V. Bonant ✞ 

Mother: Grace Murtha 

9 AM St. Athanasius 
Cyrilla Grosjean ✞ 

OLMC Music Ministry 

10 AM St. Sebastian 
James A. Abbott ✞ 

Janese Abbott 

11 AM St. Teresa of Avila For the People of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 



Staff Directory   

CLERGY TEAM 
Rev. John Rushofsky, Pastor 
jrushofsky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364.8999 

Rev. Michael Maranowski, Senior Parochial Vicar 
mmaranowski@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x512 

Rev. Vincent Kolo, Parish Chaplain 
vkolo@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x511 

Rev. Michael Zavage, Parochial Vicar 
mzavage@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.931.4624 

Deacon Richard Cessar, Pastoral Associate 
rcessar@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8116 

Deacon Gary Comer 
gcomer@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.931.4624 

Deacon Robert Koslosky, Dir. Faith Formation 
rkoslosky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8521 

Deacon William Palamara 
wpalamara@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.931.4624, x226 

Deacon David Witter 
dwitter@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364.8999 

FAITH FORMATION 
Deacon Robert Koslosky, Dir, Faith Formation 
rkoslosky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8521 

Katie Dorman, Youth Minster 
kdorman@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8520 

Ann Walker, Secretary 
awalker@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364-8999, x8529 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 
Mary Jo Robbins, Parish Social Minister 
mrobbins@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8637 

Sr. Evelyn Dettling, OSB, Community Ctr. Dir. 
edettling@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.931.6633 

Sr. Pat Mahoney, OSF, Assoc. Social Minster 
pmahoney@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364.8999, x 8624 

Ann Walker, Secretary 
awalker@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364-8999, x8529 

WORSHIP 
Ted Rybka, Director of Worship 
trybka@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x514 

Judy Dulemba, Coordinator, Liturgical Ministries 
jdulemba@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x517 

Kathy McLane, Secretary 
kmclane@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367-9001, x549 

COMMUNICATIONS 
John Fries, Communications Coordinator 
jfries@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8114 

Kelly Ryan, Bulletin Editor 
communications@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364.8999 

HUMANS RESOURCES/SAFE ENVIRONMENT 
Ann Ferguson, HR/Safe Environment Coordinator 
aferguson@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001 

FACILITIES 
Michael Stobba, Director of Facilities 
mstobba@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x509 

FINANCE 
Pat D’Amico, Finance Manager 
pdamico@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x509 

OFFICE STAFF 
Barb Walkauskas, Office Mgr.-Exec. Secretary 
bwalkauskas@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8410 

Julie Stiehler, Receptionist-Secretary-Scheduler 
jstiehler@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8451 

Nancy Koslosky, Membership Services Coord. 
nkoslosky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364.8999 



         Parish Social Ministry  

Light for the Homebound 
By Sister Pat Mahoney 

    This feast of Epiphany calls us to look for the light of the star.  For the past ten 
months we have been spending more time inside our homes where it is not always 

easy to see stars.  That is necessary for now.  But when restrictions are lifted, most of us will 
be free to go out and about as we please.  This is not the case for our homebound parishioners, 
who are unable to leave their homes for various reasons.  Since our ministry of visiting has 
been restricted because of the pandemic, we have looked at creative ways to maintain 
connections with those confined to their own homes and to personal care and nursing homes.  
Earlier in the year parish staff made phone calls to our senior parishioners, many of whom are 
homebound, to let them know of our prayers and to see if they needed any type of assistance.  
As the visiting restrictions continue, we plan to do another round of calls. 
    The new Junior Ladies of Charity who were installed in July, have been very creative in 
their outreach.  Sponsored and guided by our Ladies of Charity, they made Valentine craft 
items for food bank recipients.  They crafted Easter cards for nursing home residents.  But 
because of facility restrictions, they were given to the parish food bank.  Then they made 
unique painted rock photo holders for game prizes at Vincentian Home.   For Thanksgiving, 
they sent personalized greeting cards to all on our list of homebound parishioners. In 
December, they did window and wildlife decorations at the North Hills Health and Rehab 
Center in Wexford.  For the same facility at Christmas, they created a beautiful video which 
was shared with the residents, in which each one offered their own message in song, verse or 
story.  Now they are making plans for their 2021 projects. 
   The Ladies of Charity, who would usually deliver a poinsettia to those who are homebound, 
decided to send a special Mass enrollment Christmas card with an inspirational magnet 
enclosed, to remind the recipients of our continued thoughts and prayers. 
    In the midst of the darker days of this winter and pandemic season, God has inspired many 
caring persons in our parish to bring the light of Christ to those who may find it harder to see 
that Star of Wonder, guiding us to Jesus the Source of our peace.         

Divorced and Separated Supprt Group: The Divorced and Separated support group 
sponsored by Sts. John & Paul parish will offer a virtual/online cycle of meetings starting on 
Monday, January 11, 2021 and ending on Monday, April 5, 2021.  This peer led group 
provides caring support to anyone who is experiencing the pain of separation or divorce.  
Topics covered include anger, loneliness, anuulment, forgiveness, financial survival and 
more.  Meetings are on Monday evenings from 7:00-8:30pm and will be conducted via 
Zoom. 
Anyone who has questions or would like more information should contact Ralph Joy (412-
741-5456 or ralph.r.joy@gmail.com).  If you wish to attend the meetings, you must register 
in advance at the following website:  www.divorcecare.org/groups/128566.  

Food Pantry Needs: Dishwashing soap, detergent, juice, and Progresso soup.  We 
especially need paper products. We have set out two food collection bins outside of Haber 
Hall at the St. Sebastian site.   You can also drop off donations in the narthex at St. 
Athanasius Church when it is open or leave in the bin outside of Athanasian Hall.  Thank 
You! 

MaryJo Robbins 



Worship  

1920-2020   *   MOVED BY GRACE   *   2011-2021 
 

In 2010, it was announced that the former parish of St. Martin de Porres in McKeesport 
was closing. St. Martin merged with a few neighboring parishes, and the worship sites con-
sisting of St. Peter and Holy Trinity church buildings in the downtown area of McKeesport 
were going to be demolished. At the time, the failing electronic organ at St. Teresa of Avila 
needed to be replaced. I secured permission, along with a very large crew of volunteer pa-
rishioners, to go into the former St. Peter and Holy Trinity buildings to rescue the two pipe 
organs prior to demolition, and transport those instruments to Perrysville to install them as 
one new pipe organ for St. Teresa church. After a successful Moved by Grace campaign, 

and a complete rebuilding and restoration process, the new pipe organ was installed and dedicat-
ed in 2011.  
 

What most folks don’t know is that only 66% of the organ was completed and installed at St. Te-
resa due to available funds at the time. The remaining 33% of the pipes from McKeesport have 
been in storage for the last ten years. We have been patiently waiting to complete the project for 
exactly a decade. 
 

In 2020, most of the organ (from St. Peter) that you see and hear in St. Teresa church turned 100 
years old, including all of the woodwork consisting of the organ console (where the organist 
plays from), as well as the swell chamber cabinetry, the large wooden panels, moldings, ginger-
bread, and columns. The timing couldn’t be better. To mark its centennial, we are completing the 
remainder of the organ in time to also celebrate its 10th Anniversary in St. Teresa church. After 
many years of fundraising and saving money and hoping and praying, the time has finally come 
to complete this final phase of the organ installation. There will be more on this subject next 
week, so stay ‘tuned’... 
 

Ted Rybka 

Epiphany of the Lord 
Today we hear the endless extent of God’s goodness. 
Isaiah tells of the light attracting people from near 
and far. The psalmist sings of eternal justice and 
peace leading all nations to adore the Lord. Paul 
teaches the Ephesians that they, and all Gentiles, are 
members of the same body of Christ. Matthew writes 
of the magi from afar being drawn to the newborn 
king by the light from above. Let us look for that 
perfect light that draws us more fully to the Lord. 



Faith Formation  

Epiphany of the Lord  ~ The Mystery of the Incarnation -    Jesus is a gift 

to all humanity. 

Breaking Open the Word:  Matthew 2:1-12 

“They opened their coffers and presented him 
with gifts.” Matthew’s Gospel clearly 

demonstrates that all the prophecies of old have come to 
fulfillment in Christ. As promised, Gentile wise men recognize 
Jesus as Messiah even when the Jerusalem sages do not. The 
official priests and scribes quote the messianic prophecies that 
identify Bethlehem, the city of David’s birth, as the birthplace 
of the Messiah. However, they do not follow their own 
wisdom. 

Listen to the Word: It is often difficult to listen to familiar   

gospel stories, like today. Simply forget you know the ending 
and attempt to listen with a “fresh” ear and mindset. What one 
word or thought really struck you, today? What image lingers 
in your mind or what are you taking away from this reading? 
 

Look into Your Life: 
Children: In your life, who helps you to see Jesus in other people such as a classmate or a 
friend? 
Youth: The star guided the Magi to Jesus. What are the people or events who have guided you in 
your relationship with Jesus? 
Adults: During this past week, how did you demonstrate God’s love at home and/or at work? 

Incarnate the Word: Epiphany is a traditional time for the blessing of homes. It is a time to 

celebrate the fact that God can be found in our everyday environment. We know that we are part 
of the family of God and that God dwells in our home. Plan a blessing of your home. Use the 
following format: Read John 1:14 from the Bible. Then go in procession from room to room, 
blessing each room with the Sign of the Cross and mark each room with chalk. Follow the 
instructions below … 

Blessing of Your Home: Gather the family at each and every door. Pray this blessing “Leader: 

O God, protect our going out and our coming in; Let us share the hospitality of this home with all 
who visit us, that those who enter here may know your love and peace. Grant this through Christ 
our Lord. All: Amen. The Epiphany door blessing includes symbols for all 3 kings, plus the 
numbers from the current year. For 2021 this is what you will write on your door in chalk:        

20 + C + M + B + 21 

Here’s what the chalked markings on the door mean: The “20″ is for the first 2 numbers of the 
year, the 3 letters are the first Initial of each of the kings (Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar) and 
the last 2 numbers are the last half of the year. The “C, M, B also stands for the Latin 
blessing Christius Mansionem Benedicat which means “May Christ Bless this House”. 

Deacon Bob 
Koslosky 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/010321.cfm


Holy Cross Academy   

Mrs. Osekowski 
Principal 

Catholic education needs your support! 

Our goal is to fill all 200 envelopes and raise over $20,000 for the school. 

Please take an envelope and put that amount of money in it and return to 

school in the self-addressed envelope provided inside. (For example: if you 

take envelope #23, you are pledging to donate $23 to Holy Cross Academy 

and will send $23 to the school; If you take envelope #113, you are pledging to 

donate $113 and will send $113 to Holy Cross Academy.) 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Holy Cross Academy’s goal is to develop outstanding, well-rounded students 

who are leaders in their communities, who are known by their service to 

others, and who achieve success in all facets of their lives. 

 

HCA’s dedicated principals, teachers, and staff work diligently to deliver a 

quality Catholic education and create a loving, faith-filled community, 

keeping the children engaged and challenged. They are doing an amazing job 

offering in person and virtual learning but the pandemic has severely impacted 

the school’s financial resources.  We ask that you prayerfully consider 

investing in the future of a student through this Giving Wall. As we witness 

each day in the success stories of our schools and students, the return on 

such an investment has no limits. 

Giving Wall 








