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Pastor’s Perspective 

What’s Next? 
Now that the holidays are behind us and we’re waiting for our vaccine doses, 

here are some of the things we’re working on. 

This is the week our staff has been both looking forward to and dreading: moving into our 
new Parish Center, a surprisingly complex process that will ultimately enable us to work 
together more efficiently.  We expect to be open for business by Friday, January 22. 

We are planning for a drive-through Fish Fry every Friday in Lent.  We had an experimental 
attempt a couple months ago that was enormously successful, so after some minor tweaking 
(like traffic control) we’re anticipating a smooth, tasty, and fun operation. 

The Avila Library in the new Parish Center is still in fine shape and we’re hoping to gather a 
few who are willing to help us have it open with some regularity.  We will be consolidating 
libraries from the other locations to provide us with a wide selection of spiritual reading. 

We are also looking for those who would like to help us gather, organize and display various 
memorabilia from all four former parishes.  Our new Parish Center is blessed with several 
glass display cases that are ideal for this purpose.  We want to keep alive the heritage and 
history of the congregations that now make up Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish. 

We are in the preliminary stages of commissioning four identical, beautiful, hand-crafted 
icons of our patroness, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, one for each of our churches.  You will 
have the opportunity to contribute to this worthy effort.  Details coming soon. 

Meanwhile, we will continue to do the best we can with our COVID schedule of Masses, 
Confessions, limited staff hours, and Zoom meetings.  And on we merrily go! 

Something to think about:  “Courage is what it takes to stand 
up and speak; courage is also what it takes to sit down and listen.” 
   - Winston Churchill 

In Other news:  And speaking of our Fish Fry and Lent (see above), we are only 
4 1/2 weeks away from Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent on February 17, so 
it’s not too soon to start thinking about that holy season and how you might make it 
more meaningful this year.  If you recall, last year we were about halfway through Lent 
when the lockdown happened, making for a much different Lent, Holy Week, and East-
er than we anticipated.  Easter this year is April 4, and we are hoping and praying for 
a healthier and more social celebration this time….Stay tuned for more news…. 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

READINGS / Second Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 
First Reading: 1 Samuel 3:3b–10,19 
The Lord calls Samuel.  
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 6:13c–15a,17–20 
Paul reminds the Corinthians that their bodies are 
temples of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Gospel Reading: John 1:35–42 
John the Baptist recognizes Jesus as the Lamb of God, 
and Jesus receives his first followers.  

Parish Offices Closed This Monday–Thursday, January 18–21, 
As Offices Move to New Administrative Center 

The offices at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish will be closed on Monday, January 18 in 
observance of the Martin Luther King Holiday. 
 
They will also be closed Tuesday, January 19 
through Thursday, January 21 as we move 
into our offices into the new Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Parish Center. 
 
The new Parish Center, shown at right, is housed 
in the former St. Teresa of Avila School building 
at 800 Avila Court, across the parking lot from 
the church. 
 
Beginning on Friday, January 22, all parish 
clergy, administration and staff will be based in the new building. Although our offices 
will be closed January 18-21, please be aware that there will be no disruption in our parish 
Mass schedule.  

Pick up Your Copy Of the 2020 State of the Parish 

Report After Mass Today  

 
Copies of  Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish’s 2020 State of the 
Parish Report and Financial Report are available in church today. 
Be sure to take a copy home with you and read it when you have a 
few moments. 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

Mass in Car Option Now Available 

at Three Parish Churches 

All Masses now being broadcast at 89.1 FM 

 
As you are aware, we at Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Parish have been diligent in our efforts to clean and 
sanitize our church buildings on a continual basis in 
accordance with guidelines provided by the State of 
Pennsylvania, Allegheny County and the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh. 
 
We also realize that many parishioners and visitors 
remain hesitant to attend Mass during this time, especially those who have underlying 
medical conditions. In light of this ongoing situation, we’re now offering a new way to 
experience the Mass, in addition to attending Masses in person and viewing them via our 
online video feed. 
 
We are pleased to announce that you can now attend Mass in your vehicle. Beginning this 
weekend, all Masses celebrated at St. Athanasius, St. Sebastian and St. Teresa of Avila 
churches will also be broadcast via FM transmitter to cars in the parking lots at those 
churches. Just drive into the lot, find a parking space and tune your radio to 89.1 FM. You 
are asked to remain in your car during the Mass. 
 
If you plan to receive Holy Communion, please follow these instructions: 
 
1. When the singing of the Lamb of God begins, and with your mask in place, enter the 
church through the main doors. The Ministers of Hospitality will direct you to Communion. 
 
2. After receiving Communion, please return to your vehicle and remain there for the 
remainder of Mass. 

New Parish Email Addresses Now in Use 
 
Earlier this month we officially began using our 
new @mountcarmelpgh.org email addresses. We ask that 
you make this change as well in your online address books, 
email lists and anywhere else you might have contact 
information for our parish. While the former email addresses 
will continue to be active through late March, you are 

encouraged to begin using the new addresses immediately. Thank you for your cooperation 
and flexibility!  



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

Men’s Retreats Scheduled in January & February 
Enter Our Raffle to Win a Free Retreat 

 
A retreat provides time for a man to step away from the stress of his everyday 
responsibilities and deepen his relationship with the Lord. With this in mind, Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Parish has scheduled three Men's Retreats -- a one-day retreat later this 
month and two weekend retreats in February.  
 
First-time Retreatant? Enter Our Raffle. 
If you have not previously attended a retreat, and would like a chance to do so for free, the 
Parish Retreat Committee is holding a raffle for first-time retreatants. The raffle winner will 
be able to attend the one-day retreat scheduled at St. Paul of the Cross Retreat Center on 
Saturday, January 30th for free. 
 
If you are interested in entering the raffle, please contact Bob Musgrave 
at 412.925.5566 or musgrave.company@aol.com. If you email, please include a phone 
number so we can call you if you win. The winner will be drawn on Sunday, January 
24th (one week before the retreat date) and notified that day.  
 
For More Information and To Register: 
For more information including dates, visit www.mountcarmel.org  or contact one of the 
following members of the Men’s Retreat Promotion Team: 
Tom Dionese (412.364.7322, tomdionese@hotmail.com) 

Bob DeWitt (412.527.8483, bobdewitt1@gmail.com) 

Gerry Kunic (412.874.6186, usmcgrk@yahoo.com), 
Larry Tielsch (412.944.4216, tielsch54@gmail.com) 
George Linkhauer (412.952.4127, george.linkhauerII@gmail.com) 

Skip Bradburn (412.366.2283, skip@pitt.edu) 

Special Collection This Weekend 
Benefits St. Anthony & DePaul Schools 

This weekend, Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish will offer one special collection at all 
Masses to benefit St. Anthony School Programs and the DePaul School for Hearing and 
Speech. St. Anthony School Programs offers an inclusive education to children ages 5 to 21 
with special needs, and the DePaul School for Hearing and Speech teaches children 14 years 
of age and younger who have hearing challenges to listen, speak and learn. 
 
To correct an earlier message, please note that any contribution you may give for these worthy 
causes is not credited to your Parish Share pledge. All funds received by the Parish are 
remitted to the Diocese in their entirety, in the same manner as all other Diocesan Second 
Collections. We apologize for any confusion. 

tel:412.925.5566
mailto:musgrave.company@aol.com


Hymnal Pages   
 

Reprinted with permission under copyright license # A-735609 by OneLicense.net. All rights reserved. 

 
Gathering Hymn:  Come, Follow Me 
 

REFRAIN:  Come, follow me and live; do not be afraid. 
                     Believe and trust in me; your faith will give you strength. 
                     Leave all your fears behind you;  let your heart be free, 
                     For I will be your guide.  Oh, come and follow me.  
 
1. Come, follow in these footsteps; I’ll lead you gently home. 
      No shelter, food nor money will you need upon this road.  (Refrain) 
 
2. Come walk across the water; place all your faith in me. 
     Cast all your doubts behind you to the wind and raging sea.  (Refrain) 
 
© 1999, Gael Berberick and Barney Walker.  Published by OCP.  All rights reserved. 

 
Responsorial Psalm:  Here I Am 
 

REFRAIN:  Here I am, Lord, here I am.  I come to do your will. 
 

1. Long was I waiting for God, and then he heard my cry. 
     It was he who taught this song to me, a song of praise to God.  (Refrain) 
 

2. You wrote it in the scrolls of law what you would have me do. 
      Doing that is what has made me happy, your law is in my heart.  (Refrain) 
 

3. I spoke before your holy people the good news that you save. 
     Now you know that I will not be silent, I’ll always sing your praise.  (Refrain) 
 
Text:  Psalm 40: 2 and 4. 7-8a, 8b-9, 10; Rory Cooney, © 1971, 1991, North American Liturgy Resources; refrain trans. © 1969, ICEL. Music: Rory Cooney © 1971, 
1991, North American Liturgy Resources.  Published by OCP. 

 
Preparation of the Altar:  Your Grace Is Enough 
 

1. Great is your faithfulness, O God; you wrestle with the sinner’s restless heart. 
     You lead us by still waters into mercy, and nothing can keep us apart.   
      So remember your people, remember your children, remember your promise, O God. 
                                                                                                                       (Refrain) 
 

REFRAIN:  Your grace is enough, your grace is enough, your grace is enough for me. 
 

2. Great is your love and justice, God of Jacob; you use the weak to lead the strong. 
         You lead us in the song of your salvation, and all your people sing along. 
      So remember your people, remember your children, remember your promise, O God. 
                                                                                                                        (Refrain) 
 

© 2003, 2008, Thankyou Music (PRS) (administered worldwide at CapitolCMGPublishing.com excluding Europe which is administered by Kingswaysongs) and 
Matt Maher.  Published by Spirit and Song ®, a division of OCP.  All rights reserved. 



Distribution of Holy Communion:  Here I Am, Lord 
 

1. I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. 
     All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save. 
     I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 
     Who will bear my light to them  Whom shall I send?  (Refrain) 
 

REFRAIN:  Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?  I have heard you calling in the night. 
                    I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

2. I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain. 
     I have wept for love of them.  They turn away. 
     I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. 
     I will speak my word to them.  Whom shall I send?  (Refrain) 
 

3. I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 
     I will set a feast for them.  My hand will save. 
     Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied. 
     I will give my life to them.  Whom shall I send?  (Refrain) 
 

Text:  Based on Isaiah 6; Text and music Dan Schutte © 1981, OCP.  All rights reserved. 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion 2: I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
 

1. I want to walk as a child of the light.  I want to follow Jesus. 
     God set the stars to give light to the world.  The star of my life is Jesus.  (Refrain) 
 

REFRAIN:  In him there is no darkness at all.  The night and the day are both alike. 
                    The Lamb is the light of the city of God.  Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.  
 

2. I want to see the brightness of God.  I want to look at Jesus. 
     Clear sun of righteousness shine on my path and show me the way to the Father. (Refrain) 
 

3. I’m looking for the coming of Christ.  I want to be with Jesus. 
     When we have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of Jesus.  (Refrain) 
             
Text: Ephesians 5:8-10, Revelation 21:24, John 1:5, Hebrews 12:1; Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934, © 1970, 1975, Celebration; Tune: HOUSTON, 10 7 10  8 9 9 10 7; 
Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934, © 1970, 1975, Celebration; acc. by Robert J. Batastini, b. 1942, © 1987, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

Sending Forth: God, We Praise You 
 

1. God, we praise you!  God, we bless you!  God, we name you sov’reign Lord! 
     Mighty King whom angels worship, Father, by your Church adored: 
     All creation shows your glory, heav’n and earth draw near your throne, 
     Singing, “Holy, holy, holy,” Lord of hosts and God alone! 
 

2. True apostles, faithful prophets, saints who set their world ablaze, 
     Martyrs once unknown, unheeded, join one growing song of praise, 
     While your Church on earth confesses one majestic Trinity:   
      Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, God, our hope eternally. 
 

3. Jesus Christ, the King of glory, everlasting Son of God. 
     Humble was your virgin mother, hard the lonely path you trod: 
     By your cross is sin defeated, Hell confronted face to face, 
     Heaven opened to believers, sinners justified by grace. 
 

Text: 87 87 D; Te Deum laudamus; attr to St. Nicetas of Remesiana, ca. 335-414; tr. by Christopher Idle, © 1982, The Jubilate Group. All rights reserved.   



Mass Intentions   
Date Time Location Intention Requested By 

Monday  
January 18 
Weekday 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Zachery Stotz ✞ 

Hannah Hernandez 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Deceased of Morello Family✞ 

Gaetano & Mary Morello 

Tuesday  
January 19 
Weekday 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
William & Mildred Smith ✞ 

Jim & Helen Burnham 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Jim Slattery ✞ 

Sharon Murphy & John Capp 

Wednesday  
January 20 
Weekday/St. Fabian, 
Pope and Martyr; St. 
Sebastian, Martyr 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Karl Vent ✞ 

Michael & Sharon Tiesi 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
George & Mary Ann Pavlic ✞ 

Carmen & Mary Sciulli 

Thursday  
January 21 
St. Agnes, Virgin and 
Martyr 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Harry Ahlstrom, Jr. ✞ 

Janice Eichorn 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Joseph Colose ✞ 

Eileen & Joe Chnupa 

Friday   
January 22 
Day of Prayer for the 
Legal Protection of 
Unborn Children 

8:30AM St. Athanasius 
Mimi Smith ✞ 

Mary Ann & Ron Kappeler 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Dolores Jane Cessar ✞ 

Linda Ludwig 

Saturday  
January 23 
Weekday/BVM, St. 
Marianne Cope, 
Virgin; St. Vincent, 
Deacon and Martyr 
 

11 AM St. Athanasius Confessions 

4 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Teresa of Avila Wedding Anniversary Paul & 
Patricia Kress 

Kress Family 

5 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Athanasius 
Catherine Relihan ✞ 

Kristen & Nathan Baumgartner and  
Family 

6 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Sebastian 
William Basa ✞ 

Family 

Sunday  
January 24 
Third Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

8 AM Incarnation of the Lord 
Marilyn Hite ✞ 

Cathy Scalamogna 

9 AM St. Athanasius 
Thomas Cheetham ✞ 

Family 

10 AM St. Sebastian For the People of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

11 AM St. Teresa of Avila 
John Stempak ✞ 

Richard Stempak 



Staff Directory   

CLERGY TEAM 
Rev. John Rushofsky, Pastor 
jrushofsky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364.8999 

Rev. Michael Maranowski, Senior Parochial Vicar 
mmaranowski@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x512 

Rev. Vincent Kolo, Parish Chaplain 
vkolo@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x511 

Rev. Michael Zavage, Parochial Vicar 
mzavage@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.931.4624 

Deacon Richard Cessar, Pastoral Associate 
rcessar@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8116 

Deacon Gary Comer 
gcomer@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.931.4624 

Deacon Robert Koslosky, Dir. Faith Formation 
rkoslosky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8521 

Deacon William Palamara 
wpalamara@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.931.4624, x226 

Deacon David Witter 
dwitter@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364.8999 

FAITH FORMATION 
Deacon Robert Koslosky, Dir, Faith Formation 
rkoslosky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8521 

Katie Dorman, Youth Minster 
kdorman@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8520 

Ann Walker, Secretary 
awalker@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364-8999, x8529 

COMMUNICATIONS 
John Fries, Communications Coordinator 
jfries@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8114 

Kelly Ryan, Bulletin Editor 
communications@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364.8999 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 
Mary Jo Robbins, Parish Social Minister 
mrobbins@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8637 

Sr. Evelyn Dettling, OSB, Community Ctr. Dir. 
edettling@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.931.6633 

Sr. Pat Mahoney, OSF, Assoc. Social Minster 
pmahoney@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364.8999, x 8624 

Ann Walker, Secretary 
awalker@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364-8999, x8529 

WORSHIP 
Ted Rybka, Director of Worship 
trybka@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x514 

Judy Dulemba, Coordinator, Liturgical Ministries 
jdulemba@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x517 

Kathy McLane, Secretary 
kmclane@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367-9001, x549 

HUMAN RESOURCES/SAFE ENVIRONMENT 
Ann Ferguson, HR/Safe Environment Coordinator 
aferguson@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001 

FACILITIES 
Michael Stobba, Director of Facilities 
mstobba@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x509 

FINANCE 
Pat D’Amico, Finance Manager 
pdamico@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8436 

OFFICE STAFF 
Barb Walkauskas, Office Mgr.-Exec. Secretary 
bwalkauskas@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8410 

Julie Stiehler, Receptionist-Secretary-Scheduler 
jstiehler@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364.8999, x8451 

Nancy Koslosky, Membership Services Coord. 
nkoslosky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.364.8999 



         Parish Social Ministry  

Mary Jo Robbins 

How Are You? 
The Christmas and New Year celebrations are over and the decorations put away.  
The pandemic is still in full swing, as we await our turn to receive the vaccine. 
The stress of ten months of worry and restrictions is taking a toll on everyone.  
Some people are feeling the financial effects.  Maybe you have put on the ‘covid 

15’—-as in pounds!  Surely we all have felt the emotional impact of not being together in 
community as we were accustomed.  We were designed by our Creator to be social beings, so 
feeling isolated is not healthy for us.  Perhaps as we start to emerge from this pandemic, we 
will begin to realize just how significant of a trauma this has been.   Words like ‘challenging’ 
and ‘unprecedented’ seem too weak of a description.  

So how are you taking care of yourself and your loved ones?  It is okay to admit if you are 
struggling. Reach out and talk to someone that you trust.   Find your reasons to be grateful. 
Keep a journal to help remind you of the positive aspects of life.  Lean on God,—he already 
knows how you feel and is a tremendous source of strength.  Keep structure to your days and 
include time set aside for prayer. Prayer can be as simple as talking to God and then listening 
with your heart.  Our priests and deacons are here for you, and we have resources for 
Christian counselors should you need to speak to a professional.  And if you have a friend or 
neighbor who is alone or struggling in some way,  give them a call or send them a card.  As 
we have been hearing for months now...we are alone together. 

Food Pantry Needs: Dishwashing soap,  detergent, juice, and Progresso soup.  We especially 
need paper products. We have set out two food collection bins outside of Haber Hall at the St. 
Sebastian site.   You can also drop off donations in the narthex at St. Athanasius Church  when 
it is open, or leave in the bin outside of Athanasian Hall.  Thank you! 

Shorter Notice 5:  Begin a shorter notice here. Be sure to adjust text box top and lower 
boundaries as needed. Be careful not to move any side boundaries. Delete text box if you 
don’t need this many. 

Shorter Notice 6:  Begin a shorter notice here. Be sure to adjust text box top and lower 
boundaries as needed. Be careful not to move any side boundaries. Delete text box if you 
don’t need this many. 



Worship  

Ted Rybka 

 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

God calls Samuel in the middle of the night in       
today’s first reading. Samuel is confused, but     
eventually he responds, “Speak, for your servant 
is listening.” John’s disciples are listening when 
he points to Jesus and says, “Behold the Lamb of 
God.” They follow Jesus at once. Let us listen to 
God’s word, ponder how we ourselves are called, 
and recommit ourselves to following the Lord. 

1920-2020   *   MOVED BY GRACE   *   2011-2021 
 

For the past two weeks, we’ve talked about observing the     
centennial of the pipe organ in St. Teresa church, as well as 
preparing to celebrate the 10th Anniversary of its installation, 
by announcing the final phase of the organ project to complete 
the entire instrument. Here is the next piece of the puzzle: 
 

The three chambers of pipes in the front of the church serve a 
very important purpose in terms of distribution of sound throughout 
the body of the church, but there is a fourth component that will be 
added to the back of the church, which is called a trompette en    
chamade. The phrase en chamade originated in France, and means 
“to sound a  parley”, referring perhaps to the trumpet of a medieval 
herald. It consists of powerfully voiced reed stops in a pipe organ 
that have been mounted horizontally, rather than vertically,          
projecting out into the church. The trompette en chamade produces a 
commanding, trumpet-like tone, used for fanfares and solos. Our en 
chamade will consist of elongated, trumpet-like pipes made of brass, 
which will be suspended above the center doors to the narthex, and 
project out about ten feet over the heads of folks seated in the last 
few rows, so hang on to your pews! 
 

Most churches aren’t fortunate enough to have a trompette en     
chamade. Usually, they are too cost prohibitive for churches to     
acquire, but rescuing our organs with our own hands and building 
much of the organ ourselves over the past ten years have made this 
acquisition possible. In short, your generosity of time, talent, and 
treasure helped to make this happen. There are a few churches 
around the diocese that have an en chamade, such as Sacred Heart in 
Shadyside, St. Bernard in Mount Lebanon, and our mother church, 
St. Paul Cathedral in Oakland. We will now be fortunate enough to 
add Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish to the list. The addition of 
these trumpet-like pipes will undoubtedly be the crowning jewel of 
our century-old pipe organ. Thank you for your generous support! 

The new chamber will slide 
into the built-in ledge, and 
the trumpets will shoot out 
horizontally over the heads 
of the people about ten feet. 



 

Faith Formation  

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

God calls us to follow Christ. 

Breaking Open the Word: John 1:35-42 

“We have found the Messiah!” John the Baptist’s role, to point toward Jesus, is clearly shown in 
today’s Gospel. The two disciples who follow Jesus ask him, "Where are you staying?" Jesus 

responds with, "Come and see," an invitation to follow him. This is our invitation,  today! 

Listen to the Word: As you hear this familiar story of Jesus calling his first disciples, what words or phrases 

strike you? What in this reading touches your heart? 
 
Look into Your Life: 

Children: Stop & Think -  What can you do this week to show that you are a follower of Jesus? 
Youth: Andrew seemed to know immediately that he should follow Jesus. Do you have that same sense of con-

fidence in your faith in Jesus? What helps? What makes it hard? 
Adults: In what ways do you experience being called by Jesus? What does he want you to do? 

Incarnate the Word: Choose one of the following activities as a way to further reflect on the Sunday readings: 

Today’s readings can lead to a family discussion about vocation – God’s call and our response. Talk about list-
ing to God’s call and taking action. Share stories of people you know of who are living their vocations well… 

Pretend you are an interviewer! Choose one of the following persons 

to interview: your mother, father, grandparent, aunt, uncle, teacher, 
pastor, or some other person you admire. Ask the person to tell you 
how he or she knew what special task God had in mind for them. Who 
helped them? With whom did they discuss it? What were the signs of 
God’s special call to them? Share your findings with your family… 
Are you on the run? Share thoughts in the car… God speaks to us in 

many ways – through nature, people, music, events, silence, literature, 
the  Bible, and so on. Discuss the following question with your family: 
How do you experience being called by God? 

“Let us admit, for all the progress we have made, we are still “illiterate” 

when it comes to accompanying, caring for and supporting the most frail 

and vulnerable members of our developed societies. We have become 

accustomed to looking the other way, passing by, ignoring situations until 

they affect us  directly.” (No. 64) 

Join scripture scholars Dr. Tim Gray and Dr. Michael Barber as 

they dive into the Gospel of Matthew. This Bible Study is part of 

a weekly series hosted on Formed Now!  Simply register by   

going to the website: formed.org sign in if you are registered. If 

not, enter as a new registrant. Identify your parish by typing Our 

Lady of Mount Carmel 15237 and follow the prompts. Simple! 

Deacon Bob 
Koslosky 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/011721.cfm


Holy Cross Academy   

 
2020 Annual Fund Appeal 

Our 2020 Holy Cross Academy Annual Fund appeal, spearheaded by Carol Boston (thank you 
Carol!) received some extra love and attention this year.  In our mail appeal to our alumni, parish-
ioners and families, all SAC members contributed to updated copy and graphics that made our an-
nual fund more appealing to our recipients.  Our ever-important Annual Fund is our single largest 
fundraising effort that contributes to the operating budget of the school.  A special thanks to Eliza-
beth Jackson, HCA SAC Member, for her expertise in graphic design to give the Annual Fund a 
vibrant, colorful appearance. 

Niche.com Marketing 
Throughout the 2019-2020 school year, HCA had a paid partnership with Niche.com for online 
private school to drive traffic to our website for recruitment purposes.  After discussing the results 
of Niche.com, HCA is going to renew our membership with Niche.com for paid ads as well as in-
itiate an effort to build a database of email address of families looking for catholic schools in the 
future.  Niche.com will be building HCA a landing page where we will direct families to call the 
school for a tour (once tours are safe to resume). 

Family Surveys 
Additional efforts on the agenda for the 2020-2021 school year will be to send out numerous sur-
veys with the goal of understanding the needs of current and perspective families.  We will be 
sending these surveys out to different grades to assess the needs of our families as our students 
progress through each grade level.  
We look forward to finishing the 2020-2021 school year strong and hope you had a Blessed 

Christmas season! 

Holy Cross Academy School Advisory Council 

• Masks are Mandatory 
• Proper social distancing 
• Reconfiguring lunch and recess 
• Desk partitions at each student’s desk 
• Regularly scheduled hand washing 
• Cleaning and sanitizing of classrooms, hallways and bathrooms 

Holy Cross Academy 
School Advisory Council 

2020 Update 
 

2020 has been one for the ages to say the least, but Holy Cross Academy’s 
administration and teachers have worked relentlessly to get our students back in 
school full time.  We’ve implemented numerous safety measures to maintain cleanliness at the 

school and keep our students properly distanced.  We’ve implemented the following changes to 
create a safe environment for our kids: 

Mrs. Osekowski 
Principal 

We owe a huge debt of gratitude to our administration and teachers for getting our students back 
in school where they continue to learn and grow! 








