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Pastor’s Perspective 

Lent Begins 
The annual observance of Lent is the special season for the ascent to the 

holy mountain of Easter.  Through its twofold theme of repentance and baptism, the season 
of Lent disposes both the catechumens [unbaptized] and the faithful to celebrate the 
paschal mystery.  Catechumens are led to the sacraments of initiation by means of the rite 
of election, the scrutinies, and catechesis.  The faithful, listening more intently to the word 
of God and devoting themselves to prayer, are prepared through a spirit of repentance to 
renew their baptismal promises. (from the Ceremonial of Bishops, 249) 

Lent runs from Ash Wednesday, February 17, until the Evening Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper on Holy Thursday, April 1, which then begins the Sacred Paschal Triduum.  Ash 
Wednesday, along with Good Friday, is a day of universal fast and abstinence: no meat, 
and no eating between meals.  There should be one main meal, and two lighter meals.  
Some people prefer to opt for a stricter fast by eliminating one of the three meals, or 
abstaining from a specific food or beverage, particularly one they are exceedingly fond of. 

The Alleluia is omitted from Ash Wednesday until the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday, in 
keeping with the penitential theme of Lent, and all the music is of a more somber nature.  
The church should not be decorated, maintaining an atmosphere of simplicity. 

The Church instructs us that if marriages are to take place during Lent, couples are to be 
reminded that wedding plans should respect the special nature of this liturgical season; 
they should refrain from too much pomp or display, particularly in regard to flowers and 
other decorations. 

Vestments in Lent change from green to purple, the color of penitence. 

Something to think about:  “No one could make a greater 
mistake than he who did nothing because he could do only a little.” 
  -  Edmund Burke 

In Other news:  Don’t forget three important Lenten events every Friday: day-
time Eucharistic Adoration from 9 am until 3 pm at Saint Athanasius; the Drive-up 
Fish Fry from 4-7 pm at Saint Teresa; and Stations of the Cross at 6 pm at Saint Atha-
nasius….Meanwhile, our recent move into new offices brought with it some expected 
disruption of phone service, email, and accounting procedures.  But, as is typical of this 
parish, you were patient and understanding as we worked to get things up and run-
ning smoothly again.  Thank you!....Stay tuned for more news…. 
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Lent 2021 

READINGS / Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
First Reading: Leviticus 13:1-2,44-46 
The Law regarding leprosy is given to Moses 
and Aaron.  
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:31—11:1 
Paul urges the Corinthians to imitate him as he 
imitates Christ.  
 
Gospel Reading: Mark 1:40-45 
Jesus cures a person with leprosy, who reports his 
cure to everyone.  

Ash Wednesday 

This Wednesday, February 17 
All parish churches 
 
Masses and distribution of ashes will take 
place at all four parish churches on Ash 
Wednesday. The Mass schedule is available 
at www.mountcarmelpgh.org, and all 
times require registration. You may register 
online or by calling 412-219-9254.  
 
Eucharistic Adoration, Benediction 

and Stations of the Cross 

Fridays, February 19–March 26 
St. Athanasius Church 
 
Eucharistic Adoration will be available 
following the Friday 8:30 a.m. Mass until 
3:00 p.m. Benediction will begin at 2:45 
p.m. on those days. At 6:00 p.m., we will 
have  Stations of the Cross, praying the 
special "Stations of the Cross based on the 
Pandemic" written by Father Mike Zavage. 
Registration not required. 

NEW! OLMC LEAP 

Feb. 24, March 3, 10 & 17 
St. Athanasius Church 
 
On four Wednesday evenings during Lent, 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish will 
present a series of Lenten programs at St. 
Athanasius Church that include Adoration, 
worship and brief presentations provided 
by a variety of guest speakers. Each runs 
from 7:00 to 8:15 p.m. in St. Athanasius 
church.  
Lenten Pro-Life Initiatives 

Throughout Lent 
 
During Lent, our parish will take part in a 
variety of activities in support of the rights 
of the unborn. These range from praying 
the Rosary to praying outside Planned 
Parenthood’s downtown office on Liberty 
Avenue. For complete information and 
instructions for getting involved, visit 
www.mountcarmelpgh.org/pro-life. 

Our Full Lenten Schedule is Available Online at 

www.mountcarmelpgh.org/lent 
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Parish Fish Fry Begins Friday! 
This year’s Drive-Thru Fish Fry begins this Friday, February 17 
from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. and continues every Friday evening 
throughout Lent. It takes place at our St. Teresa of Avila campus. 
Just drive up, place your order and have it delivered—without 
having to exit your car! 
 
Get full details at:www.mountcarmelpgh.org/fish-fry 

 

Linen Laundering Help Needed 
We are in need of someone to launder the purificators and corporals 
that are used during the Mass at St. Sebastian Church. This would only 
require availability once a month beginning in March. 
 
If you are interested in helping out, please contact Judy 
at jdulemba@mountcarmelpgh.org or call the parish at 
412-367-9001, ext. 8517.  

St. Athanasius Church Open Daily for Private Prayer 
 
St. Athanasius Church is once again open for weekday private prayer from 9:00 a.m. till 3:00 
p.m. Please feel free to stop by the Church anytime between these hours on Monday through 
Friday to pray before the Blessed Sacrament. The Church is sanitized daily for your safety. 
Please wear a mask while indoors. 
 
Also, when visiting St. Athanasius, please observe the No Parking signs on the streets near the 
church. You are asked not to park in these areas, as they’re posted to keep the streets clear for  
police and emergency vehicles.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

Year-End Giving Statements 
 
The parish will be preparing year-end statements. They normally would have been out by now, 
but with the move and our printers not set up, they are not available at this time. As a reminder, 
you will receive two statements  this year. As soon as we are able to get all the statements 
printed, they will be sorted and prepped for mailing. If you would prefer to pick your up at the 
new Parish Center, please call or email Mary Ann Cooper at 412-364-8999 or  
mcooper@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

mailto:jdulemba@mountcarmelpgh.org
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Win CA$H while supporting 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel’s Music Ministry! 

Don't miss out on this exciting opportunity to win up to 62 
CA$H prizes for an entire year, totaling $10,000!  

The ticket price is only $100 and is good for all 62 drawings 

for the entire year! Win multiple times up to $10,000! 
 

Buy your ticket early to take advantage of the  easy  
installment plan. Buy now and make a down  payment of $50 
with your second $50 payment due by March 1. 

Learn more! www.mountcarmelpgh.org/300-club 

Congratulations to Parishioners 

Who Made the Honor Roll! 

All of us at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish extend our deepest congratulations to 

Parishioners who were named to the Honor Roll this quarter. 

 

Bishop Canevin High School 

Marlena Battista 

 

Oakland Catholic High School 

Carena Allen | Sarah Berger | Mary Bertocchi | Kennedy Dalton | Charlotte Devlin 

Elizabeth Ford | Olivia Giunta | Naomi Jesionowski | Clare Katyal 

Colleen Kilpatrick | Olivia Marche | Cecilia Miller | Maeve Shaughnessy 

Rachel Sweeny | Phoebe Tebbs | Isabella Urso 

 

Our Lady of Sacred Heart High School 

Zoe Blankenship | Jeremy Ciaramella | Joseph Daeschner | Lukas Daeschner  

Riley Hanlon | Faith Hulbert | Gabriella Luu | Alyssa Minton | Rebecca Moorhead 

Harmony Quinn | Matthew Tarbuk | Manus Tonery | Kevin Wilson  



Hymnal Pages   
 

Reprinted with permission under copyright license # A-735609 by OneLicense.net. All rights reserved. 

 

Gathering Hymn:  Come, Christians, Join to Sing 
 

1. Come, Christians, join to sing Alleluia! Amen!   
     Loud praise to Christ, our King; Alleluia! Amen!   
     Let all, with heart and voice, before his throne rejoice; 
     Praise is his gracious choice: Alleluia! Amen! 
 

2. Come, lift your hearts on high; Alleluia! Amen! 
     Let praises fill the sky; Alleluia! Amen! 
     He is our guide and friend; our cry he will attend; 
     His love shall never end:  Alleluia! Amen! 
 

3. Praise yet our Christ again; Alleluia! Amen! 
     Life shall not end the strain; Alleluia! Amen! 
     On heaven’s joyful shore His goodness we’ll adore; 
     Singing forevermore: Alleluia! Amen!    
 

Text: 66 66 D; Christian H Bateman, 1813-1889, alt. Music: Anon. melody, Philadelphia, 1826. 

 

Responsorial Psalm:  Your Love Is Finer Than Life 
 

REFRAIN:  O God, I seek you, my soul thirsts for you.  Your love is finer than life. 
 

1. As a dry and weary desert land, so my soul is thirsting for my God. 
       And my flesh is faint for the God I seek, for your love is more to me than life. (Refrain) 
 

2. I think of you when at night I rest, I reflect upon your steadfast love. 
       I will cling to you, O Lord my God, in the shadow of your wings I sing.  (Refrain) 
 

3. I will bless your name all the days I live, I will raise my hands and call on you, 
       My joyful lips shall sing your praise, you alone have filled my hungry soul.  (Refrain) 
 

Text:  Psalm 63: 2, 7-9, 5-6; Marty Haugen;  Music: Marty Haugen; © 1982, GIA Publications, Inc 
 

Preparation of the Altar:  Love Goes On 
 

1. Love is patient, love is kind, never ending, never ending;  
      Slow to anger, rich in mercy, love goes on beyond all time. 
 

2. Love is faithful, love is true, ever joyful and forgiving; 
      Love endures when life is over, love is old and love is new. 
 

3. Love alone has shaped our soul, and our hearts are always restless  
      Until love becomes our purpose, new creation to unfold.  
 

4. Love our journey, love our goal.  Though our faith may move the mountains, 
      Love alone can heal the broken; only love will make us whole. 
 

 5.  Love, our Savior’s one command: “Love the way that I have loved you,” 
      With a towel and a basin, washing feet with servant hands. 
 

6. There are three gifts that remain when all other things have perished. 
     Only faith, hope, love enduring, and the greatest gift is love. 
 

Text:  Based on 1 Corinthians 13, John 13.  Text and music © 2004, 2012, Bernadette Farrell.  Published by OCP.  All rights reserved. 



Distribution of Holy Communion:  We Remember 
 

REFRAIN:  We remember how you loved us to your death,  
                         and still we celebrate, for you are with us here;   
                         and we believe that we will see you when you come in your glory, Lord.   
                         We remember, we celebrate, we believe.  
 

1. Here, a million wounded souls are yearning just to touch you and be healed. 
     Gather all your people, and hold them to your heart.  (Refrain) 
 

2. Now we recreate your love, we bring the bread and wine to share a meal. 
     Sign of grace and mercy, the presence of the Lord.  (Refrain) 
 

3. Christ, the Father’s great “Amen” to all the hopes and dreams of ev’ry heart, 
     Peace beyond all telling, and freedom from all fear.  (Refrain) 
 

4. See the face of Christ revealed in ev’ry person standing by your side, 
     Gift to one another, and temples of your love.  (Refrain) 
 

© 1980, GIA Publications, Inc  All rights reserved.  Used with permission. 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion 2: Ubi Caritas 
 

REFRAIN:  Ubi caritas est vera, est vera: Deus ibi est, Deus ibi est. 
 

1. The love of Christ joins us together.  Let us rejoice in him, and in our love and care for all now love God in 
return.  (Refrain) 

 

2. In true communion let us gather.  May all divisions cease and in their place be Christ the Lord, our risen 
Prince of Peace.  (Refrain) 

 

3. May we who gather at this table to share the bread of life become a sacrament of love, your healing touch, 
O Christ.  (Refrain) 

 

4. For those in need make us your mercy, for those oppressed, your might.  Make us, your Church, a holy 
sign of justice and new life. (Refrain) 

 

5. May we one day behold your glory and see you face to face, rejoicing with the saints of God to sing eternal 
praise.  (Refrain) 

 

Refrain and vss. 1,2,5 text based on Ubi Caritas, 9th cent.; verses 3,4 text Bob Hurd; Text and music © 1996, 2004, Bob Hurd.  Published by OCP.   
 

Sending Forth: Your Grace Is Enough 
 

1. Great is your faithfulness, O God; you wrestle with the sinner’s restless heart. 
     You lead us by still waters into mercy, and nothing can keep us apart.   
     So remember your people, remember your children, remember your promise, O God. 
                                                                                                                       (Refrain) 
 

REFRAIN:  Your grace is enough, your grace is enough, your grace is enough for me. 
 

2. Great is your love and justice, God of Jacob; you use the weak to lead the strong. 
         You lead us in the song of your salvation, and all your people sing along. 
     So remember your people, remember your children, remember your promise, O God. 
                                                                                                                        (Refrain) 
 

© 2003, 2008, Thankyou Music (PRS) (administered worldwide at CapitolCMGPublishing.com excluding Europe which is administered by Kingswaysongs) and 
Matt Maher.  Published by Spirit and Song ®, a division of OCP.  All rights reserved. 



Mass Intentions   
Date Time Location Intention Requested By 

Monday  
February 15 
Weekday 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Eugenie Fleshman ✞ 

Joanne Petrarca 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Ruth Magiera ✞ 

Kerr Family 

Tuesday  
February 16 
Weekday 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Helen Sciotto ✞ 

Nicholas Sciotto & Children 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Marie Gaertner ✞ 

Family 

Wednesday  
February 17 
Ash Wednesday 

8 AM Incarnation of the Lord 
Henry Geyer ✞ 

McDevitt & Gallagher Families 

10 AM St. Teresa of Avila Heurich, Muehlbauer, & Dohn 
Families 

Marie Muehlbauer 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Deceased of Morello Family ✞ 

Gaetano & Mary Morello 

7 PM St. Athanasius 
Joseph & Millie Colose ✞ 

Family 

Thursday  
February 18 
Thursday after Ash 
Wednesday 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Jay Nowark ✞ 

Family 

12 PM St. Sebastian Health & Well Being of   
Christopher Cummins 

Carol Reimer 

Friday   
February 19 
Friday after Ash 
Wednesday 

8:30AM St. Athanasius 
Christine Bezila ✞ 

Marlene & Jess McDonnell 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Raymond J. Rebholz, Jr. ✞ 

Marilyn  

Saturday  
February 20 
Saturday after Ash 
Wednesday 
 

11 AM St. Athanasius Confessions 

4 PM Vigil 
Mass 

St. Teresa of Avila 
Daniel Quigley ✞ 

Lindsay Quigley 

5 PM Vigil 
Mass 

St. Athanasius Living Members of Rapp Family Rapp Family 

6 PM Vigil 
Mass 

St. Sebastian 
John Przeklasa ✞ 

Barbara Glaw 

Sunday  
February 21 
First Sunday of 
Lent 

8 AM Incarnation of the Lord 40th Wedding Anniversary of 
Jackie & Bob Musgrave 

Jackie & Bob Musgrave 

9 AM St. Athanasius For the People of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

10 AM St. Sebastian Robert, Raymond & Ronald 

Hess ✞ 

Michael Hess 

11 AM St. Teresa of Avila 
Charles & Margaret Nardina ✞ 

Barbara & Jay Kerr 



Staff Directory   

CLERGY TEAM 
Rev. John Rushofsky, Pastor 
jrushofsky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001 

Rev. Michael Maranowski, Senior Parochial Vicar 
mmaranowski@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8512 

Rev. Vincent Kolo, Parish Chaplain 
vkolo@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8564 

Rev. Michael Zavage, Parochial Vicar 
mzavage@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8556 

Deacon Richard Cessar, Pastoral Associate 
rcessar@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8116 

Deacon Gary Comer 
gcomer@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8546 

Deacon Robert Koslosky, Dir. Faith Formation 
rkoslosky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8521 

Deacon William Palamara 
wpalamara@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8537 

Deacon David Witter 
dwitter@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8541 

FAITH FORMATION 
Deacon Robert Koslosky, Dir, Faith Formation 
rkoslosky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8521 

Katie Dorman, Youth Minister 
kdorman@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8520 

Ann Walker, Secretary 
awalker@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8529 

COMMUNICATIONS 
John Fries, Communications Coordinator 
jfries@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8114 

Kelly Ryan, Bulletin Editor 
communications@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 
Mary Jo Robbins, Parish Social Minister 
mrobbins@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8637 

Sr. Pat Mahoney, OSF, Assoc. Social Minister 
pmahoney@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x 8624 

Sr. Evelyn Dettling, OSB, Community Ctr. Dir. 
edettling@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.931.6633 

Ann Walker, Secretary 
awalker@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8529 

WORSHIP 
Ted Rybka, Director of Worship 
trybka@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8514 

Judy Dulemba, Coordinator, Liturgical Ministries 
jdulemba@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8517 

Kathy McLane, Secretary 
kmclane@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367-9001, x8549 

HUMAN RESOURCES/SAFE ENVIRONMENT 
Ann Ferguson, HR/Safe Environment Coordinator 
aferguson@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8503 

FACILITIES 
Michael Stobba, Director of Facilities 
mstobba@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8509 

FINANCE 
Pat D’Amico, Finance Manager 
pdamico@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8436 

OFFICE STAFF 
Barb Walkauskas, Office Mgr.-Exec. Secretary 
bwalkauskas@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8410 

Julie Stiehler, Receptionist-Secretary-Scheduler 
jstiehler@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8451 

Nancy Koslosky, Membership Services Coord. 
nkoslosky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8536 



         Parish Social Ministry  

Dialogue 
In his most recent encyclical, Fratelli Tutti, Pope Francis  states “Approaching, 
speaking, listening, looking at, coming to know and understand one another, and 
to find common ground: all these things are summed up in the one word 
“dialogue” . “  

This dialogue is not the same as people expressing their own thoughts.  Dialogue requires  
listening with the purpose of coming to know and understand the other person.  This dialogue 
recognizes other people’s right to be themselves, which may be quite different than us.   

On a very small scale we have been doing this throughout our parish merger.   Many of you 
came together, shared your different ideas, listened to each other, and then reached consensus 
about how to best move forward:  Pastoral and Finance Councils, Pro-Life Committee,  
Funeral Planners, Ladies of Charity,  Music Ministries, St. Vincent de Paul and many others.   
No one would say that this has been easy, but it  was the best and only way to bring us all 
together.  And if you were involved in this process, you surely have the blessing of  some new 
relationships and friendships.  

So, to what larger scale ideas can this be applied?  Imagine ending world hunger or addressing 
climate change.  What about overcoming discrimination and racism?  We have much to 
dialogue about…...we all have something to learn from others.  For more information or to 
read the encyclical visit  the Vatican website:  humandevelopment.va 

40 Days for Life: The Spring 40 Days for Life Campaign begins on Ash Wednesday and runs 
through Palm Sunday, March  28.  Our OLMC Pro-Life Committee has committed to pray 
outside the Liberty Avenue Planned Parenthood on Tuesday, March 9th from 1:00 – 2:30 
PM.  Won’t you join us?  We will go to noon Mass at St. Sebastian and carpool from there.  
Or you can meet us in town. Please contact committee member Dianne at  
diannem15237@aol.com so we know to look for you.  We are also signed up to pray 
Saturday, March 20 from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm.  Meet committee member, Sue McGrath, 
outside Planned Parenthood. Contact her: susanmcgrath526@comcast.net.   
 
We are also scheduled for every Friday during 40 Days for Life from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm.  
Contact committee member, Libby Pascuzzi at pascej@amail.com 
 
If you are unable to go with us those days, you can stop at Planned Parenthood, 933 Liberty 
Ave. any time between 7am and 7pm, between Ash Wednesday and March 27.  Someone from 
40 Days for Life will be there to greet you and tell you what to do. 

Food Pantry Needs: Juice, Progresso soup, egg noodles, carrots, beets, peanut butter, 
teabags, hamburger helper, boxed potatoes, Uncle Bens rice, Rice A Roni, canned chicken, 
pears.  We have set two food collection bins outside of Haber Hall at the St. Sebastian site.   
You can also drop off donations in the narthex at St. Athanasius Church when it is open, or 
leave in the bin outside of Athanasian Hall.  Thank you! 

Mary Jo Robbins 

mailto:diannem15237@aol.com
mailto:susanmcgrath526@comcast.net


Worship  

Ted Rybka 

 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Both the first reading and the Gospel deal with the 
illness of leprosy, not exactly the subject we hoped to 
hear about on Valentine’s Day. In Moses’s day,      
leprosy was a sign of sinfulness and separation from 
God. But in the Gospel, Jesus reaches out and   
touches the leper. We know that Jesus is the Son of 
God, so the leper is literally not separated from God 

at all. Not even leprosy is a barrier to Jesus’ healing touch. As members of the 
body of Christ, it is now up to us to break through those barriers. Let us take 
Saint Paul’s words as a challenge: “Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.” 

BIG Changes for Ash Wednesday this Week 
 

The Congregation for Divine Worship has re-
leased guidelines for the distribution of ashes 
for clergy around the world. We will receive our 
ashes the same way those in Rome receive their 
ashes. Instead of imposing a cross as a sign of 
our repentance on our foreheads, our priests 
and deacons will sprinkle ashes on our heads. 
This means that we will need to lean forward 
while lowering our heads so that they may 
reach over us to sprinkle the ashes.  
 

Schedule for Ash Wednesday this week: 
 

8:00 am  Mass at Incarnation of the Lord 
10:00 am  Mass at St. Teresa of Avila 
12:00 pm  Mass at St. Sebastian  
4:00 pm  Liturgy of the Word Service at St. Teresa of Avila 
5:00 pm  Liturgy of the Word Service at St. Sebastian 
7:00 pm  Mass at St. Athanasius 
 

*Please note the daily 8:30 am Mass at St. Athanasius moves to 7:00 pm for Ash       
Wednesday only. 
 

Please be sure to register for one of the Masses or Liturgy of the Word Services in order to be          
guaranteed a seat. Registration will close this Tuesday, February 16th, at 12 Noon. 
 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 

Join us each Lenten Friday as we pray together the Stations of the 
Cross at 6:00 pm in St. Athanasius church. This year, we will be 
praying the special “Stations of the Cross based on the Pandemic”   
written by our very own Father Mike Zavage. The video will also be 
available on our parish website for those who wish to pray from 
home. *Registration for Stations will not be required. 



 

Faith Formation  

Marriage Moments 

 
In order to achieve the Catholic mission of marriage, spouses must daily work to grow in their ability to love as  

      God loves. 
                                     

 

 
St. Valentine’s Day and the Marital Mission 

In 12 sessions, BELOVED, uncovers the mystery 

and the meaning of the sacrament of marriage. Be-
loved invites all couples to experience firsthand the 
wonder, mystery, and the joy behind the first “I do” 
… whether you said it last year or many years ago. 

BELOVED is comprised of two parts: The Mystery 
and Meaning of Marriage and Living Marriage. 
Both topics have 6 sessions each. This series is 

available in Spanish. To watch become a member 

of the FORMED.ORG platform. Go to the web-

site. Click Sign Up. Type Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel 15237. Follow the prompts. 

Deacon Bob 
Koslosky 

One of the most special Valentine’s gifts 
spouses can give to each other is to re-
commit to working daily on fulfilling the 
Catholic mission of their marriage. This 
work requires an understanding of mar-
riage, oneself, and one’s spouse and the 
need to engage in the beautiful and sacri-
ficial self-giving love that is re-
quired.  The weakening or even loss of 
this special marital mission to God, one’s 
spouse, children, and kin is seriously de-
priving spouses and children of the bene-
fits of marriage. 
In order to achieve the Catholic mission 
of marriage, spouses must daily work to 
grow in their ability to love as God loves, 
which requires grace and ongoing per-
sonal development. Such personality 
growth involves acknowledging one’s 
faults, receiving and giving forgiveness, 
and cultivating virtue, that is, the habits 
of consistently doing good, not only for 
oneself, but also for one’s spouse. Alt-
hough this view of marriage may seem 
challenging, it is the path to love as 
Christ loves. 

For Catholic husbands and wives the 
strength to love as Christ loves is availa-
ble to them through reliance upon the 
graces in their Sacramental Bond, the 
Sacraments of Confession and Eucharist, 
and prayer.  Also, uncovering and work-
ing to resolve psychological and spiritual 
weaknesses makes spouses more Christ-
like. 
Marriage for Catholics is not a purely hu-
man institution, but one established by 
God, who created men and women in his 
own image and likeness and calls married 
couples to reflect his unfailing love 
through their lifelong fidelity to each oth-
er and to their children. This is a tall or-
der, but the good news is that the Lord 
who calls also provides the grace to fulfill 
the calling. 
Gratitude for and recommitment to your 
demanding and rewarding Catholic mari-
tal mission would be a special gift this St. 
Valentine’s Day for your spouse. A pre-
cious Valentine gift to children would be 
giving more long-term preparation for the 
vocation of marriage which is a wonder-
ful parental responsibility. 



Holy Cross Academy   

Please visit the Giving Wall in the back of 
church and take an envelope.  Our goal is to 
fill all 200 envelopes and raise over $20,000 
for the school! Put the amount of money in 
that equals the number you took and return to school 
in the self-addressed envelope provided inside. (For 
example: if you take envelope #23, you are pledging 
to donate $23 to Holy Cross Academy and will send 
$23 to the school; If you take envelope #113, you 
are pledging to donate $113 and will send $113 to 
Holy Cross Academy.) 

THANK YOU FOR  
YOUR GENEROSITY  

Giving Wall Mrs. Osekowski 
Principal 








