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Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish (412) 367-9001 



Two Seminarians 
We are blessed to now have two seminarians associated with our 

parish, one who is a parish member and one who has been assigned to us by Bishop Zubik. 

Matt Selzer has become a familiar face here in the past couple of years as he has assisted with 
various Masses and services during his pre-theology courses.  Matt and his family are longtime 
members of the former Saint Teresa Parish and now Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish. 

Matt has been assigned to theological studies at Saint Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore 
beginning August 2021.  We wish him the very best and look forward to seeing him on the 
occasions he is able to escape from his studies. 

Daniel Kushner has completed his first two years of theological studies at Theological College 
in Washington, DC and has been assigned to Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish for his Pastoral 
Year beginning June 14, 2021 and ending on June 26 of 2022.  He will live in one of our 
rectories and follow our parish calendar.  In the past, seminarians were given a “summer 
assignment” but this did not provide them with a realistic experience of what a parish is like 
throughout the course of an entire liturgical year.  So now the seminarians are assigned to a 
parish after their second year of theological studies before they proceed to their third and fourth 
years. 

We know everyone will give both Matt and Dan lots of prayers, support, and encouragement. 

And while we are mentioning religious vocations, we extend our congratulations to three of our 
deacons who are celebrating the ten year anniversary of their ordination: Deacon Gary 
Comer, Deacon Bob Koslosky, and Deacon Bill Palamara.  We thank them for their dedicated 
ministry to our parish and pray for God’s continued blessings on them. 

In Other News: In addition to the above religious vocations, we need to recognize that 

there are a vast number of people who serve the Church in many lay ecclesial ministries.  For 
example, our Director of Worship, Ted Rybka, recently marked his 30th anniversary of ser-
vice to the Church.  Ted has been blessed with a great deal of musical ability, as well as admin-
istrative and organization skills, and has shared them with various parishes since his early teen 
years.  We are so fortunate to have him here with us….Stay tuned for more news…. 

Something to Think About:  
“The true meaning of life is to plant trees, under whose shade you do not expect to sit.” 
  -  Nelson Henderson 

  Pastor’s Perspective 

 
     Reverend John R. Rushofsky  
              Pastor 
 

 
412-367-9001 

jrushofsky@mountcarmelpgh.org 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

READINGS / Fifth Sunday of Easter 

First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 9:26-31 
Paul is accepted by the apostles at Jerusalem.  

Second Reading: 1 John 3:18-24 
God commands us to believe in Jesus Christ 
and to love one another.  

Gospel Reading: John 15:1-8 
Jesus teaches that he is the vine and that his 
disciples are the branches.  

 

 
The Shepherd’s Voice: 

A New Elevator at St. Teresa 

of Avila Church 

Mass attendees at St. Teresa of Avila Church 

are now able to enter the church via the lower 

level and take the elevator to the first floor. The 

addition of the elevator, as well as a ramp and 

railing, underscore our commitment to 

providing all of our parishioners (and 

especially those who are physically challenged) 

with accommodations that make it easy to enter 

and exit church. In our most recent episode of 

our video series The Shepherd's Voice, Father 

John Rushofsky takes viewers on a tour of the 

new elevator along with Matt Fiasco, aka 

"Chewie," one of the professionals who 

installed the elevator.  

Matt “Chewie” Fiasco (l) with 
Father John. View the video tour at: 
www.mountcarmelpgh.org/ 

the-shepherds-voice 

 Parish Community Center Reopens Tomorrow 

Beginning tomorrow, the Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish Community 

Center, located at St. Athanasius Church, will again be open. 

We look forward to seeing you at one or more of our activities, which in-

clude Senior Exercise. Mah Jongg, Basket Weaving, and Organ 

Lessons. Get more details at www.mountcarmelpgh.org. 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

 

The Respect Life Committee at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish will 

hold its annual Flower Sale next Saturday, May 8 from 9:00 a.m. until 

12:00 noon in the parking lot at Saint Athanasius Church. Buy flowers 

and support our pro-life efforts! 

For more details contact JoAnn Trant at 412-366-1631. 

Respect Life Flower Sale Set for Next Saturday 

  

  

  

  

  

Knights of Columbus 

Sponsoring Family Fully Alive 

 

The Knights of Columbus Council 14696 is 
sponsoring and inviting you to participate in 
Family Fully Alive. The Family Fully Alive 
Program asks families to invite God into 
their homes and cultivates each family as a 
miniature domestic church. The program 
provides monthly themes, scripture verses 
and activities. Through prayer and reflection, 
each family can grow in holiness together.  

More information can be found at: 

www.KofC14696.org 

Father Scott Seethaler to Speak at 

13th of the Month Rosary this Month 

You are invited to join with the Spirit Refill 

Team of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish as we continue 

our journey in faith. 

Our next gathering will take place on Thursday, May 13th 

at St. Teresa of Avila Church. We will pray the Rosary at 

7:00 p.m. and follow that with a program on Mary the 

Trailblazer! presented by Fr. Scott Seethaler. 

Everyone is invited to attend. Masks & social 

distancing are required. Don’t forget your Rosary! 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

 

This weekend we celebrate  the Feast Day of St. 
Joseph the Worker, Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Parish is pleased to announce our newest ministry: 
our parish Temporalities Ministry. 

 
Members of this ministry will be called upon on an as-
needed basis to support our parish with your skills.  
 
What are the requirements for those who would 
like to get involved? 

Hands-on professional experience in construction, 
maintenance, property management, risk 
management, and/or other related business fields 
 
  The desire to provide hands-on services to Our     

  Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 
 

  Willingness to share your advice and expertise   
 with our parish leaders, staff and other volunteers 

 
  Our goal is to have the Temporalities Ministry   

 launched and operating by June 1, 2021. 

Parish Temporalities Ministry Forming: 

Your Participation is Requested 

For more information, feel free to contact Deacon 
Rick Cessar via email or at 412-367-9001, ext. 8116 

While this ministry may on the surface first appear to 
be focused on the brick and mortar of the parish, the 
underlying vision is focused on our continued efforts  
to serve Christ and His people. 

You will work with Mike Stobba (Director of Facilities) 
and our maintenance crew to maintain our churches 
and other properties at the parish’s four campuses—
St. Athanasius, Incarnation of the Lord, St. Sebas-
tian, and St. Teresa of Avila. 

We are actively seeking a group of dedicated parish-
ioners who have proven expertise and hands-on 
professional skills in construction, maintenance, 
property management, risk management, and/or 
other related business fields. 

mailto:rcessar@mountcarmelpgh.org


Hymnal for the Fifth Sunday of Easter   
Reprinted with permission under copyright license # A-735609 by OneLicense.net. All rights reserved. 

 

Gathering Hymn: Sing a New Songi 
 

Refrain:  Sing a new song unto the Lord; let your song be sung from mountains high. 
               Sing a new song unto the Lord, singing alleluia. 
 

1.  Rise, O children, from your sleep; your Savior now has come. 
     He has turned your sorrow to joy, and filled your soul with song. (Refrain) 
 

2.  Glad my soul for I have seen the glory of the Lord. 
     The trumpet sounds; the dead shall be raised. I know my Savior lives! (Refrain) 
 

Text: Based on Psalm 98:1,4-6.  Text and music © 1972, 2008, Dan Schutte.  Published by OCP.  All rights reserved. 

 

Responsorial Psalm: Let All the Earth 
 

REFRAIN:  Let all the earth cry out in joy to the Lord;    
                    Let all the earth cry out in joy to the Lord! 
 

1.  Cry out in joy to the Lord, all peoples on earth, sing to the praise of God’s name, 
     Proclaiming forever, “tremendous your deeds for us.” (Refrain) 
 

2.   Leading your people safe through fire and water, bringing their souls to life, 
     We sing of your glory, your love is eternal. (Refrain) 
 

3.   Hearken to me as I sing my love of the Lord, who answers the prayer of my heart. 
     God leads me in safety, from death unto life. (Refrain) 
 

Text:  Psalm 66:1-3, 12, 16; Marty Haugen; Music:  Marty Haugen © 1982, GIA Publications, Inc.  

 

Preparation of the Altar: Three Days 
 

1. Three days our world was broken; the Lord of life lay dead. 
     “Take up your cross,” he told us who followed where he led. 
     Would we now hang in torment with thieves on ev’ry side, 
     Our Passover shattered, our hope crucified? 
     Three days we hid in silence, in bitter fear and grief. 
     Three days we clung together where he had washed our feet. 
 

2. Three days—and on the third day, the women came at dawn. 
     His tomb, they said, was empty, his broken body gone. 
     Who could believe their story? The dead do not arise, 
     Yet he walks among us, and with our own eyes 
     We’ve seen him at this table; we’ve shared his bread and wine. 
     Hearts burning bright within us, we’ve seen his glory shine.  
 

3.  Three days our world was broken and in an instant healed, 
     God’s covenant of mercy in mystery revealed.   
     Two thousand years are one day in God’s eternal sight,      
     And yesterday’s sorrows are this day’s delight. 
     Though still Christ’s body suffers, pierced daily by the sword, 
     Yet death has no dominion: the risen Christ is Lord!   
 

Text: 13 13 13 11 13 13; © 1999, M.D. Ridge, 1938-2017.  Published by OCP.  All rights reserved.  Music: Gustav Holst, 1874-1934, alt. 



Distribution of Holy Communion: Taste and See 
 

REFRAIN:  Taste and see, taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 
                    O taste and see, taste and see the goodness of the Lord, of the Lord.  
 

1. I will bless the Lord at all times.  Praise shall always be on my lips;     
     My soul shall glory in the Lord for God has been so good to me.  (Refrain) 
 

2. Glorify the Lord with me.  Together let us all praise God’s name.  
     I called the Lord who answered me; from all my troubles I was set free.  (Refrain) 
 

3. Worship the Lord, all you people.  You’ll want for nothing if you ask. 
     Taste and see that the Lord is good; in God we need put all our trust.  (Refrain) 
  

Text: Psalm 34; James E. Moore, Jr., b.1951; Tune: James E. Moore, Jr., b. 1951 © 1983, GIA Publications, Inc.      

 
Distribution of Holy Communion:  Unless a Grain of Wheat 
 

REFRAIN:  Unless a grain of wheat shall fall upon the ground and die, 
                    It remains but a single grain with no life. 
 

1. If we have died with him, then we shall live with him; if we hold firm we shall reign with 
him. (Refrain) 

 

2. If anyone serves me, then they must follow me; wherever I am, my servants will be.  
(Refrain) 

 

3. Make your home in me as I make mine in you; those who remain in me bear much fruit.  
(Refrain) 

 

4. If you remain in me and my word lives in you, then you will be my disciples.  (Refrain) 
 

5. Those who love me are loved by my Father; we shall be with them and dwell in them.  
(Refrain) 

 

6. Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you; peace which the world cannot give is my 
gift. (Refrain) 

 

Text:  Based on John 12:24-26; 14:23, 27; 15:4-5, 7-8; 2 Timothy 2:11-12.  Text and music © 1983, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP.  All rights reserved. 

 
Sending Forth:  Jesus Is Risen 
 

1.  Jesus is risen! Let us sing! Praise to the ever-living King!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
     Praise him in song, ye Seraphim!  Praise him with joy, ye Cherubim! 
     Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

2.  On this most holy day of days, let us together sing his praise!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
     Raise joyful voices to the sky!  Sing out, ye heavens, in reply!      
     Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

3.  To God the Father let us sing, to God the Son, our risen King!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
     And equally let us adore the Holy Spirit evermore! 
     Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

Text: LM with alleluias; Compilers, 1978.  Music: Auserlesene Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesange, Cologne, 1623    



Mass Intentions   
Date Time Location Intention Requested By 

Monday  
May 3 
Sts. Philip and 
James, Apostles 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Richard Babicka ✞ 

Ron & Susan Poslusney 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Patrick Duddy ✞ 

Mother: Lynn Duddy 

Tuesday  
May 4 
Easter Weekday 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Joyce Orr ✞ 

Bernadette Orr  

12 PM St. Sebastian Deceased of Poletunow & 

DiSanti Families ✞ 

Jim & Sandy DiCostanzo 

Wednesday  
May 5 
Easter Weekday 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
James Weber ✞ 

Dolores Weber 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Betty Schrass ✞ 

Jack Schrass 

Thursday  
May 6 
Easter Weekday 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Donna Witter ✞ 

Dave Witter 

12 PM St. Sebastian Dr. Richard Doerfler and    

William Doerfler ✞ 

Family 

Friday   
May 7 
Easter Weekday 

8:30AM St. Athanasius 
Fred Donatelli ✞ 

Deloris Donatelli 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Richard Tomko ✞ 

Norma Tomko 

Saturday  
May 8 
Easter Weekday 
 

11 AM St. Athanasius Confessions 

4 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Teresa of Avila All Living & Deceased Mothers of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

5 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Athanasius All Living & Deceased Mothers of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

6 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Sebastian All Living & Deceased Mothers of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

Sunday  
May 9 
Sixth Sunday      
of Easter 

8 AM Incarnation of the Lord All Living & Deceased Mothers of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

9 AM St. Athanasius All Living & Deceased Mothers of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

10 AM St. Sebastian All Living & Deceased Mothers of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

11 AM St. Teresa of Avila All Living & Deceased Mothers of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 



Staff Directory   

CLERGY TEAM 
Rev. John Rushofsky, Pastor 
jrushofsky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001 

Rev. Michael Maranowski, Senior Parochial Vicar 
mmaranowski@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8512 

Rev. Michael Zavage, Parochial Vicar 
mzavage@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8556 

Rev. Vincent Kolo, Parish Chaplain 
vkolo@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8564 

Deacon Richard Cessar, Pastoral Associate 
rcessar@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8116 

Deacon Gary Comer 
gcomer@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8546 

Deacon Robert Koslosky, Dir. Faith Formation 
rkoslosky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8521 

Deacon William Palamara 
wpalamara@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8537 

Deacon David Witter 
dwitter@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8541 

FAITH FORMATION 
Deacon Robert Koslosky, Dir, Faith Formation 
rkoslosky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8521 

Katie Dorman, Youth Minister 
kdorman@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8520 

Ann Walker, Secretary 
awalker@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8529 

COMMUNICATIONS 
John Fries, Communications Coordinator 
jfries@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8114 

Kelly Ryan, Bulletin Editor 
kryan@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 
Sr. Pat Mahoney, OSF, Assoc. Social Minister 
pmahoney@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x 8624 

Sr. Evelyn Dettling, OSB, Community Ctr. Dir. 
edettling@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.931.6633 

Ann Walker, Secretary 
awalker@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8529 

WORSHIP 
Ted Rybka, Director of Worship 
trybka@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8514 

Judy Dulemba, Coordinator, Liturgical Ministries 
jdulemba@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8517 

Kathy McLane, Secretary 
kmclane@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367-9001, x8518 

HUMAN RESOURCES/SAFE ENVIRONMENT 
Ann Ferguson, HR/Safe Environment Coordinator 
aferguson@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8503 

FACILITIES 
Michael Stobba, Director of Facilities 
mstobba@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8509 

FINANCE 
Pat D’Amico, Finance Manager 
pdamico@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8436 

OFFICE STAFF 
Barb Walkauskas, Office Mgr.-Exec. Secretary 
bwalkauskas@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8410 

Julie Stiehler, Receptionist-Secretary-Scheduler 
jstiehler@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8451 

Nancy Koslosky, Membership Services Coord. 
nkoslosky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8536 



    Parish Social Ministry 

 Ladies of Charity Investiture: 

April 25 at St. Paul Cathedral 

 
On Sunday, April 25 seven new members of our 
parish Ladies of Charity were invested by 
Bishop Zubik at St. Paul Cathedral. In his 
homily the Bishop reminded all present that 
Jesus, the Good Shepherd, calls us to follow 
Him especially by serving the poor. This call is 
the special mission of the Ladies of Charity and 
all members of the Vincentian family.  

 
Back row (L to R): President Lois Loch, Karen 
Davis, Father Michael Zavage, Marylee Fidago, 
Anne Kaufman. Front row (L to R): Mary Jean 
McGrane, Liz Milchick, Linda Ludwig, Ann 
Booz, Jean Ahearn, Sister Pat Mahoney, OSF. 
Seated: President-elect Donna Churray  

Divine Mercy Prayer Gifts  

Shared With Local Nursing Homes 
 

To share our Lord’s mercy with friends in local nursing 
homes, the parish Legion of Mary group, Mary Ark of 
the New Covenant praesidium, recently distributed gift 
bags to residents of five nearby nursing homes. 
 
In collaboration with Father Michael Maranowski, 
Legion Spiritual Director and Father Vince Kolo, 
Parish Chaplain, Legion members and friends collected 
Divine Mercy Novena booklets and rosaries, Easter and 
Marian prayer cards, St. Joseph prayer cards and small 
palm crosses to be delivered by staff during this season 
of renewal and rebirth. 

Founded September 7, 2021, the Legion of Mary has members in 168 countries. Our parish 
group meets each Thursday evening in the lower level of Incarnation Church at 6:30 for 
prayer, spiritual readings and planning.  Our praesidium would welcome you as a member! 
For information, contact George Linkhauer 412-952-4127 or Jane Sestric 412-841-3923. 



Worship  

Ted Rybka 

 

Fifth Sunday of Easter: I Am the Vine 
 

In the Gospel, we hear Jesus say that he is the vine 
and his disciples are the branches. Those who       
remain on the vine will bear much fruit. Saul of  
Tarsus persecuted the early church, trying to destroy 
the blossoming vine. But in today’s first reading, 
after his conversion, Saul—now Paul—boldly 
preaches in the Lord’s name. John also assures us 
that if we keep God’s commandments, we will     
remain in the Lord and bear much fruit. Alleluia! 

“We’re ready to launch. Counting down… 
3… 2… 1… Go!” 

Back in the 1980’s, my favorite ride at Kennywood 
Park was the Laser Loop. I rode it so many times 
that I can still hear the automated message 
announcing the start of the ride as if it were 
yesterday. The same level of excitement I felt back 
then is the only way I can describe what it’s like 
launching two new organ projects simultaneously. 
However, I would like to focus today’s column 
solely on the organ at Incarnation of the Lord.  
 

As of the submission of this article (April 20th), the 
new organ at Incarnation is almost ready to go. In 
fact, it may be up and running by the time you read 
this. Here’s some background information on our 
historic organ at Incarnation of the Lord Church. 
 

Yes, you read that right. Historic. The completely 
restored Rodgers organ that we’ve been installing 
holds great historic (and monetary) value in the music world. Our electronic organ was 
custom built for famed organist, Virgil Fox, back in the 1970’s. With state of the art 
technology at the time, Mr. Fox toured all over the country, performing on this particular 
instrument, and wowing audiences with his over-the-top “heavy organ” concerts of the 
music of Bach. Fox had quite the following and performed to huge crowds. Believe it or 
not, there was even a light show while he played our then famous organ on the stage.  
 

It turns out the Laser Loop wasn’t the only exciting thing happening in the 80’s. St.    
Teresa of Avila Church acquired this organ when the parish laid the cornerstone in 1983, 
and it was a popular acquisition. We had multiple offers from collectors who wanted to 
purchase the organ. We declined, and I’m glad we declined. The organ will be perfect for 
our beloved Incarnation Church, so we clearly saved it for better things. Stay tuned! 



 

Faith Formation 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Breaking Open the Word:  John 15:1-8 
“I am the vine.” The image of Jesus as the vine presented in today's Gospel harkens to the Old Testament im-
agery of the vine planted by God. Jesus, the vine, is the source of life for his disciples. Life in Christ results in 
good works in the lives of his followers. 

 
Listen to the Word: Is there one phrase or image that strikes you in today’s Gospel? 

Look into Your Life: 
Children: How can you stay connected to Jesus? 

Youth: Jesus is the vine – we are the branches connected to Him, our life-source. When do you feel most con-

nected to Jesus in your everyday life? How can you stay connected to this life source? 
Adults: How does your own connection to Christ, the vine, affect your daily life? What image from this read-

ing helps you see the importance of this connection to Christ? 

Incarnate the Word: Choose one of the following activities as a way to “enflesh” our Sunday readings: 

Talk about ways we stay in contact with the vine that is Jesus. Do we take time every day to pray? How often 
do we read the Bible? Is there a quiet place where we can go sometimes to be alone with God? Are we fruitful 
vines? Discuss at the dinner table a good deed that you will do for someone this week. Ask each family mem-
ber to talk about how he or she will help spread the kingdom of God.  

Ms. Katie  
Dorman 

Signups are now open for Camp Lajas, 
a 5-night Catholic wilderness adventure 
camp for high schoolers at Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Camp (not affiliated with 
OLMC Parish) in Volant, PA. There are 2 
men’s and 2 women’s weeks being        
offered this July. Campers sleep in tipis, go 
rock-climbing, rafting, receive the      
Sacraments out in the woods where 
they’re staying -- through it all, growing 
in confidence and faith! This is a truly 
unique experience for your teen.  

You can find out more 
at www.camplajas.org.  

Deacon Bob 
Koslosky 

http://www.camplajas.org/
http://www.camplajas.org/


Holy Cross Academy    

….For A Successful Fun Run! 








