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Bells or No Bells? 

I am sometimes asked the question: “Why do some priests use the 
consecration bells and others do not?” 

The use of the bells during important moments of the Eucharistic Prayer is an ancient 
practice that served to call attention to the consecration in the days when the Mass was in Latin 
and the priest had his back to the people.  The bells were an alert, so the people would put aside 
their prayer books and rosaries for a few moments to observe what was happening.  Now that the 
Mass is in English and the priest is facing the people, the bells are unnecessary. 

But the question remains: can they be rung, or not?  To answer that question, we have to 
understand how the Roman Missal (the big book we use at the altar) functions.  It is a 
complicated and heavy volume that operates on two simple principles: first, the black print is 
what we say, and the red print (called rubrics) is what we do.  Second, if the ritual doesn’t say to 
do it, don’t do it.  Adding extraneous actions and lengthy remarks is not good liturgy. 

According to the Roman Missal, use of the bells is optional, at the discretion of the celebrant, 
but omitting the bells is the preferred option, because the rubrics do not even mention the 
bells.  In the General Instruction on the Roman Missal, which is like a lengthy introduction at the 
beginning of the Missal, there is a sentence which reads: “A little before the Consecration, if 
appropriate, a minister rings a small bell as a signal to the faithful.  The minister also rings the 
small bell at each elevation by the Priest, according to local custom.” (150)  The bells should not 
be rung at times other than these. 

We clergy here at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish had a lengthy and difficult discussion about 
this matter, and the choice is now left to the individual celebrant.  My personal preference, as 
you have likely observed, is a profound and reverent silence. 

In Other News: Next Sunday is the Third Sunday of Advent, also called Gau-

dete Sunday.  The Latin word Gaudete is taken from the entrance antiphon at the Masses for that 
day.  It means Rejoice, but it is used in the  imperative, or command form, so it is not just a sug-
gestion, it is telling us that we must “Rejoice!” because we are in joyful expectation of the 
Lord’s birth and then his Second Coming.  You will notice the Rose-colored vestments, kind of 
like the light at the end of the tunnel.  Feel free to wear rose-colored clothing to Mass!....Stay 
tuned for more news…. 

Something to think about: “When I hear somebody sigh, “Life is 

hard,” I am always tempted to ask, “Compared to what?” 
  -  Sydney J. Harris 

 
     Reverend John R. Rushofsky 
     Pastor 
 

 
412-367-9001 

jrushofsky@mountcarmelpgh.org 

  Pastor’s Perspective 



Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Baruch 5:1-9 

Jerusalem shall see the splendor of God's glory.  

Second Reading: Philippians 1:4-6,8-11 

Paul prays for the Philippians.  

Gospel Reading: Luke 3:1-6 

John preaches repentance and baptizes in the 

region of the Jordan.  

 

 

Follow Today’s 

Readings Online 

To access this weekend’s 
readings on your Internet-
connected mobile device, scan 
the code that appears at right. 
Readings are taken from the 
United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishop’s website. 

 

Ladies of Charity Collecting Donations 

For Angel Tree 

This weekend, the Ladies of Charity at Our 

Lady of Mount Carmel Parish ask that you 

give what you can to help provide a happier 

Christmas for those members of our parish 

who are in need of assistance. The Ladies are 

collecting both monetary donations and gift 

cards to all types of stores and restaurants.  

 

Knights of Columbus 

Distributing Christmas Seals 

Our Parish Knights of Columbus Councils 

#13959 and #14696 will distribute 

Christmas Seals in the narthexes of all four 

parish churches next Saturday and Sunday, 

December 4 and 5. Pick up your seals and 

add them to your Christmas card 

envelopes for an extra touch of cheer! 

December 5, 2021 — Second Sunday of Advent 

Music for the Second Sunday of Advent 

Gathering Rite: Christ the Light is Coming—Song sheet 

*Penitential Act: Gather # 206 

Responsorial Psalm: Lord, Let Us See Your Kindness—Gather # 62 

Preparation of the Altar: Christ the Lord—Breaking Bread # 583 

*Eucharistic Acclamations: Gather # 375, 376, 377, 216 

Communion Hymns: There Is a Longing—Breaking Bread # 405 

Christ, Be Our Light—Breaking Bread # 598                                                            

Sending Forth: On Jordan’s Bank—Breaking Bread # 40 

This Weekend in Our Church Narthexes 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

Volunteers Needed 

for Church Decorating 

We are actively recruiting for volunteers to 

help decorate (and remove decorations 

from) our parish churches for Christmas 

this year. Please contact 

jdulemba@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

Decorating Schedule 

Sunday, December 19,  

1:00 p.m. 

Incarnation of the Lord Church 

Monday, December 20, 1:00 p.m. 

St. Teresa of Avila Church 

Tuesday, December 21, 6:00 p.m. 

St. Athanasius Church 

Wednesday, December 22, 6:00 p.m. 

St. Sebastian Church 

 

Decoration Removal Schedule 

Sunday, January 9, 1:00 p.m. 

Incarnation of the Lord Church 

Monday, January 10, 1:00 p.m. 

St. Teresa of Avila Church 

Monday, January 10, 6:00 p.m. 

St. Sebastian Church 

Tuesday, January 11, 6:00 p.m. 

St. Athanasius Church 

Little Blue Book of Reflections 

Returns to Narthexes 

The Little Blue Book of daily reflections 

on the Advent and Christmas season is now 

available in the narthex of each of our four 

churches. Please only take one per family.  

Free will donations to offset the cost of the 

books will be gratefully accepted. 

Penance Service: 

The Light is On For You! 

Wednesday, December 15 

6:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

St. Sebastian Church 

 

“The Light is On for You!” is an initiative 

of the Diocese of Pittsburgh to encourage 

Catholics to avail themselves of the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation. Throughout 

this evening, priests will be available to 

hear confessions. 

During Advent we will also offer the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation on Saturdays 

from 11:00 a.m. until noon at St. 

Athanasius and on Mondays from 12:30 

p.m. until 1:30 pm at St. Sebastian Church. 
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Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

Altar Servers Needed 

We are currently scheduling one or two 

altar servers per Mass, and this works out 

extremely well for siblings, extended 

family members, or friends who would 

like to serve together. All youth in grades 

5 to 12 who are interested in serving (or 

parents who would like their children to 

serve) should email Judy Dulemba, 

Coordinator for Liturgical Ministries, at 

jdulemba@mountcarmelpgh.org or call 

her at 412-367-9001, ext. 8517.  

Advent Vespers Series 

(Live-Streamed) 

Join us each Sunday during Advent at 4:00 

p.m. as we offer Vespers & Adoration at 

St. Athanasius Church. Each service will be 

followed at 5:00 p.m. by a social and small 

group discussions in Athanasian Hall. 

Schedule 

Sunday, December 5 

“That Which Drains Us of Hope” 

Sunday, December 12th 

“True Hope in Christ Leads to Joy” 

Sunday, December 19th 

“Proclaiming Hope to the Hopeless” 

FREE Christmas Concert Set For 

December 12 at St. Teresa of Avila 

The Pittsburgh Youth Concert Orchestra 

(PYCO) will present "Sounds of the Season," 

a FREE concert of Christmas music, on 

Sunday, December 12 at 4:00 p.m. at St. 

Teresa of Avila Church. For more details, visit 

www.pyco.org. 

Father Scott 

Seethaler to Speak at 

Spirit RefillRosary in 

December 

 

Please join us on 
Monday, December 
13th at 7:00 p.m. at St. 
Teresa of Avila Church 
to pray the Rosary, then 
be inspired by a talk by 
Father Scott entitled 
“Facing the Future with 
Hope.” 

What Does Christmas Mean to 

You? Send Us Your Video, 

You Might Win a $100 Apple Card 

We’re asking parents of children age 10 

and under to shoot short phone videos of 

their child or children telling us in 30 sec-

onds or fewer what Chrisrmas means to 

them. Deadline for entries is December 10. 

The video with the most views by Decem-

ber 17 wins a $100 Apple gift card for its 

creators! Get full details at 

w w w . m o u n t c a r m e l p g h . o r g /

christmascontest. 
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Advent Theme: 
True Hope in Christ Leads to Joy 
 

Scripture Verse on Hope 

 
"At present we see indistinctly, as in a 
mirror, but then face to face. At present I 
know partially; then I shall know fully, as I 
am fully known.”  1 Cor. 13:12  
 
Personal Sharing on Hope 

 
One thing I often meditate on is how those 
that knew Christ in this earthly body were 
able to get from Good Friday to Easter 
Morning. 
 
Those who saw His wondrous miracles, 
those who journeyed with Him and got to 
feel His embrace and not even to speak of 
Our Blessed Mother who knew from His 
birth by  the angel's message that He is the 
Messiah saw His broken body hanging and 
then the stone rolling in front of the tomb 
sealing Him away. I think how could they 
not fall into utter despair. Likely, they were 
not yet seeing distinctly why He willing 
suffered and died. 
 

 
 
 
But, He told them He would rise again. 
They might only have partially known what 
this meant until they too ascended to be 
with Him.  Nonetheless, they had faith in 
what they were told and faith enough to 
give them undying hope that even though 
He lay dead it was not the end. Any issue in 
my life compared to this seems like nothing. 
I know no matter how dark things may 
seem, if I trust in Christ Jesus, I can have 
unyielding hope. 
 
We, the Church Militant, have a duty to 
share this hope with the rest of the world. 
Especially this time of year as we prepare to 
celebrate His first coming, we should be 
voices calling out in the desert. We know 
we are already in His heavenly kingdom 
and are preparing to know it more fully 
when we too join Him. We must use our 
faith and hope to live in love. 
 
When I'm able to fully put my hope in Him, 
it is as though my heart is overflowing with 
joy so much so that I have no other option 
but to spread it. 
 
Rejoice in the Lord always, I shall say it 
again: Rejoice! is what I hope to forever be 
able to echo. 
 
 
Saints Say… 

 
“To live in love is to sail forever, spreading 
seeds of joy and peace in hearts.” 
 
St. Therese of Lisieux  

Reflection by Nick Myers 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, with roots dating back 
more than 150 years, is a vibrant Catholic family of word, 
sacrament, prayer, and service. 

Centered in Jesus Christ, we strive to live and proclaim 
the Good News, building a community worth sharing. 

With Mary as our example and patron, we seek to deepen 
our faith and holiness, bringing help and hope to all. 

Masses 

Saturday, 4:00 p.m., St. Teresa of Avila 

Saturday, 5:00 p.m., St. Athanasius 

Saturday, 6:00 p.m. St. Sebastian 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m., Incarnation of the Lord 

Sunday, 9:00 a.m., St. Athanasius 

Sunday, 10:00 a.m., St. Sebastian 

Sunday, 11:00 a.m., St. Teresa of Avila 

M-F, 8:30 a.m., St. Athanasius 

M-F, 12:00 Noon, St. Sebastian  

Mass Intentions 

To schedule a Mass at any of our four churches, 

contact Julie Stiehler at 412-367-9001 or  

jstiehler@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

7-Day Sanctuary Lights 

Dedications for the Sanctuary Light are available 

each week for $20 at each of our four churches. To 

reserve a date contact Julie Stiehler at 412-367-9001 

or jstiehler@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

Confessions 

Mondays, 12:30 p.m., St. Sebastian Church 

Saturdays, 11:00 a.m.-Noon, St. Athanasius 

Open for Private Prayer (Monday-Friday) 

St. Athanasius, 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

St. Teresa of Avila, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

St. Sebastian, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Registering in the Parish 

Contact Nancy Koslosky at 412-367-9001, ext. 9001 

or nkoslosky@mountcarmelparish.org 

 

Scheduling a Baptism 

Call Maggie Nelson at 412-367-9001, ext. 8529, or 

email her at mnelson@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

Religious Education 

Please direct all questions about religious education 

and Catechesis of the Good Shepherd to Maggie 

Nelson, Faith Formation Department, at 

mnelson@mountcarmelpgh,org. 

Confirmation 

In our parish, Confirmation takes place in the spring. 

For more information contact Maggie Nelson, Faith 

Formation Department, at 

mnelson@mountcarmelpgh,org. 

Becoming a Baptism or Confirmation Sponsor 

Please direct all inquiries to Nancy Koslosky at 

412-367-9001, ext. 8536 or 

nkoslosky@mountcarmelpgh.org.  

Obtaining a Baptismal Certificate 

These requests may be directed to the Diocesan 

Archives and Records Center at 412-456-3158.  

Scheduling the Sacrament of Matrimony 

To begin planning and scheduling the sacrament of 

marriage in one of our churches, contact Father Mike 

Zavage at mzavage@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

Rosaries and Devotions 

A full list of devotions scheduled each month is 

available at www.mountcarmelpgh.org/devotions. 

Important Information 

Parish Mission Statement                              Contact Us 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 
800 Avila Court 
Pittsburgh, PA 15237 
Phone: 412-367-9001 
Fax: 412-366-8415 
www.mountcarmelpgh.org 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
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Date Time Location Intention Requested By 

Monday  
December 6 
Advent Weekday/ St. 
Nicholas, Bishop 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
James Schwarzmeier ✞ 

Family 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
David Dengler, Jr. ✞ 

Kathy Perlik 

12:30 PM St. Sebastian Confessions following the 12 PM Mass 

Tuesday  
December 7 
St. Ambrose, Bishop 
and Doctor of the 
Church 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Ryan James Horvath ✞ 

Mom & Dad 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Richard Tomko ✞ 

Norma Tomko 

4 PM Vigil 
Mass 

St. Teresa of Avila 
Marie Devlin ✞ 

Carolyn Wolf 

7 PM Vigil 
Mass 

St. Athanasius The People of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

Wednesday  
December 8 
The Immaculate 
Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

8 AM Incarnation of the Lord 
Anna & Louis Sibenik ✞ 

Thomas Sibenik 

10 AM St. Teresa of Avila 
Earl Nudi ✞ 

Vince Penco 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Marian “Jean” Rushofsky ✞ 

Rev. John Rushofsky 

Thursday  
December 9 
Advent Weekday/ St. 
Juan Diego    Cuauht-
latoatzin 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
John Mihm ✞ 

Sister: Alma Aquadro 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Filippo & Maria Suppa ✞ 

Family 

Friday   
December 10 
Advent Weekday 

8:30AM St. Athanasius 
Helen Harame ✞ 

Carole Preskar 

12 PM St. Sebastian Dr. Richard & William F.   Doer-

fler ✞ 

Family 

Saturday  
December 11 
Advent Weekday/St. 
Damasus I, Pope 
 

11 AM St. Athanasius Confessions 

4 PM Vigil 
Mass 

St. Teresa of Avila 
Tom Devlin ✞ 

Robert R. Ford 

5 PM Vigil 
Mass 

St. Athanasius 
Emminger & Braun Families ✞ 

Carol Braun Kunz 

6 PM Vigil 
Mass 

St. Sebastian 
Philip, Joan & Ken Bancroft ✞ 

Family 

Sunday  
December 12 
Third Sunday     of 
Advent 

8 AM Incarnation of the Lord 
Rob Fleckenstein ✞ 

OLMC Music Ministry 

9 AM St. Athanasius 
Catherine Relihan ✞ 

Tom Relihan 

10 AM St. Sebastian 
Dr. Louis & Rose Campana ✞ 

Mary Lou & John Forgione 

11 AM St. Teresa of Avila The People of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

Mass Intentions 



 

CLERGY TEAM 
Rev. John Rushofsky, Pastor 
jrushofsky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001 

Rev. Michael Zavage, Senior Parochial Vicar 
mzavage@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8556 

Rev. Jack E. Demnyan, Parochial Vicar 
jdemnyan@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8564 

Rev. Michael Maranowski, Chaplain 
mmaranowski@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8512 

Deacon Cliff  Homer, Pastoral Associate 
chomer@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8116 

Deacon Gary Comer 
gcomer@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8546 

Deacon Robert Koslosky, Dir. Faith Formation 
rkoslosky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8521 

Deacon David Witter 
dwitter@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8541 

SEMINARIAN 

Daniel Kushner, Seminarian 
dkushner@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8626 

FAITH FORMATION 
Deacon Robert Koslosky, Dir, Faith Formation 
rkoslosky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8521 

Maggie Nelson, Administrative Assistant, Faith 
Formation  
mnelson@mountcarmelpgh.org  

412.367.9001, x8529 

COMMUNICATIONS 
John Fries, Communications Coordinator 
jfries@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8114 

Kelly Ryan, Bulletin Editor 
kryan@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001 

 

 

 

FINANCE 
Pat D’Amico, Finance Manager 
pdamico@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8436 

Naomi Wells, Bookkeeper 
nwells@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8519 

Mary Ann Cooper, Administrative Assistant, Finance 
and Social Ministry 
mcooper@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8419 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 
Sr. Karen Brink, OSB, Parish Social Minister 
kbrink@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8637 

Sr. Evelyn Dettling, OSB, Community Ctr. Dir. 
edettling@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.585.5575 

Cindy Cillo, Associate Parish Social Minister 
ccillo@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8624 

WORSHIP 
Ted Rybka, Director of Worship 
trybka@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8514 

Judy Dulemba, Coordinator, Liturgical Ministries 
jdulemba@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8517 

Kathy McLane, Secretary 
kmclane@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367-9001, x8518 

HUMAN RESOURCES/SAFE ENVIRONMENT 
Ann Ferguson, HR/Safe Environment Coordinator 
aferguson@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8503 

OFFICE STAFF 
Barb Walkauskas, Office Mgr.-Exec. Secretary 
bwalkauskas@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8410 

Julie Stiehler, Receptionist-Secretary-Scheduler 
jstiehler@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8451 

Nancy Koslosky, Membership Services Coord. 
nkoslosky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8536 

Staff Directory 
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“For Christ plays in ten thousand places, Lovely in limbs not His To the 
Father through the features of men’s faces.”   
- G.M.Hopkins, SJ  

A MESSAGE FROM POPE FRANCIS 
 

In his latest encyclical, Fratelli Tutti, (On Fraternity and Social Friendship) Pope Francis 
notes, “I communicate effectively with myself only insofar as I communicate with 
others.  No one can experience the true beauty of life without relating to others. No one 
can experience the true beauty of life without relating to others, without having real faces 
to love.  This is part of the mystery of authentic human existence.  Life exists where there 
is bonding, communion, fraternity;  and life is stronger than death when it is built on true 
relationships and bonds of fidelity.” 
 
During these days of the Advent-Christmas season we have numerous ways of deepening 
those relationships: 
 The donation to St. Vincent de Paul, the Angel Tree, and other charitable groups 
 While writing Christmas cards and adding an extra note 
 While visiting a shut in or lonely neighbor 
 While praying for peace in the world 
 
We are never far from opportunities near and far to develop and deepen relationships 
which will make the world a better place to grow, live and love.  And as we do this, we 
will be following St. John the Baptist’s exhortation in today’s gospel, “Prepare the way 
of the Lord, make straight his paths.  The winding roads shall be made straight, and the 
rough ways smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 

“Just as one candle  lights another and can light thousands of other candles, so one heart 
illuminates another heart and can illuminate thousands of other hearts.” —Leo Tolstoy 
 

How many hearts have you illuminated?  By whom has your heart been 
illuminated? 

HAPPY ADVENT! 

Faith Formation  

Sister Karen 
Brink, OSB 



NEW Sanctuary Lamp Intentions 
 

There are many ways that we can continue to remember our loved ones who have 
died. Lighting a votive candle is a wonderful way to remember someone. Other 
ways include scheduling Mass intentions, or dedicating a Gather hymnal. Now we 
have a fourth option for parishioners to remember their loved ones.  
 

Beginning in January 2022, the sanctuary lamp in each church will burn for 
one week for someone’s special intention. More and more churches around the 
diocese are offering this—including many of our neighboring parishes. As with 
Mass intentions, you will be able to specify who or what the intention is for and 
have the lamp next to the tabernacle burn for one week for your special intention 
or for a loved one in Saint Athanasius, Incarnation of the Lord, Saint Sebastian, or 
Saint Teresa of Avila churches.  

 

SANCTUARY LAMP forms are now available along with Mass intentions for 2022. You can 
find them around the narthexes in any of our four churches, or at the Parish Center. Sanctuary 
lamps will burn for seven days for a $20 offering and the intentions will be listed in the 
bulletin each week. 

 

Second Sunday of Advent 
 

We hear from both Baruch and Isaiah today, the latter 
through Luke’s description of John the Baptist’s work,    
challenging and comforting the people of Israel. Baruch 
calls the people back to Jerusalem, where they will be 
“wrapped in the cloak of justice.” Isaiah promises that when 
the Lord comes, “all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 
Let us prepare for the Lord’s coming, assured that justice 
and salvation are nigh. 

Ted Rybka 

  NEXT SUNDAY! Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish Christmas Concert      
featuring PYCO, a sixty-five member youth orchestra, 
on Sunday, December 12th, at 4 PM at St. Teresa of    
Avila Church. The concert is free-will offering. All are 
welcome! Learn more about PYCO here: www.pyco.org.  

Mass Schedule for the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
 

  Tuesday, December 7th: 
  4:00 PM—St. Teresa of Avila Church 
  7:00 PM—St. Athanasius Church 
 

  Wednesday, December 8th: 
  8:00 AM—Incarnation of the Lord Church 
  10:00 AM—St. Teresa of Avila Church 
  12:00 Noon—St. Sebastian Church 

Faith Formation  



Faith Formation  

  
 
 
 
 
Breaking 
Open the Word Luke 3:1-6 

In today’s Gospel, Luke sets the story of Jesus in 
historic context for his Gentile audience by listing 
the important figures of the time. At the end of the 
list, he concentrates on John the Baptizer. This 
lone prophet, John the Baptist, was to preach the 
arrival of God’s salvation in Jesus. 

 

Listen to the Word: This is a very familiar. What 
one word or phrase strikes you? What in this read-
ing touches your heart or lingers in your memory? 
 
Look into Your Life: 
Children: What things do you do to get ready for 
a big event or celebration? 
Youth: How do you share the Good News of Je-
sus with others? 
Adults: Name one thing you can do to help 
“prepare the way of the Lord?” 
 
Incarnate the Word: Choose one of the follow-
ing activities to further ‘enflesh’ the Scriptures: 
Make a banner that reads: “Prepare the Way of the 
Lord”. Use poster paper and decorate the banner 
with crayons or markers. Discuss with your family 
what “rocks” you need to clear in order to be a 
more a more loving family, working together for 
the Lord.  John the Baptist was a herald of the 
good news of the kingdom of God. Talk about the 
people and families who have been heralds of the 
good news for you. Send them a note to thank 
them for sharing who they are. 

Deacon Bob 
Koslosky 

 
 
Advent Wreath Lighting Prayers:  
Week 2 ~ PEACE 
 
Reader One: Every year we light candles 
as we prepare for the coming of Christ. 
More and more candles, more and more 
light, as we watch and wait for Jesus, the 
Light of the World. 
 
Family: God of Promise, come into our 
darkness. Renew your hope and your peace 
in us, for you alone bring life out of death. 
 
Reader Two: Receive God’s promise of 
peace from Psalm 4:  Know that the LORD 
has set apart the godly for himself; 
The LORD will hear when we call to him. 
 
Family: Let the light of your face shine 
upon us, O LORD.  We will lie down and 
sleep in peace. For you alone, O LORD, 
make us dwell in safety. 
Light the candle of Peace 

  

Advent Wreath Prayers: Hope, Peace, Joy, 

Love © 2013                           

Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia  



 
 
 
 

 
 

Our 8th graders have been taking on big leadership roles in the school and 
community!  Each day, 8th grade volunteers meet the preschool students at the front 
door of the school and walk them to their rooms so they don’t feel overwhelmed in the 
big school. The eighth graders are also paired up with kindergarten “prayer 
partners.”  They bring their kindergarten students to Mass every Friday and get together 
to do other special activities with them throughout the year.   
 

 
Furthermore, eight of the eleven Student Council members are in eighth grade, including 
the president, vice president, secretary, treasurer, fundraising director, community 
service directors, and an eighth grade representative.  These students plan exciting 
events for the whole student body, including the recent Veterans’ Day Parade and a 
Thanksgiving Coloring Contest! 

 
 
In addition to helping in these ways, the eighth graders recently 
hosted a Pasta Dinner fundraiser to raise money for their 8th grade 
field trip to Hershey.  Eighth graders greeted and seated customers, 
got take out orders, served food and drinks, and more!  They did an 
outstanding job!  Thank you to all the parishioners who came to 
support them and to our sponsors:  Monte Cello’s Italian Restaurant, 
Sunfresh Food Service, Breadworks Bakery, Olive Garden, Tom 
Friday’s Market, Bravo! Italian Kitchen, and Sugar & Spice Baking 
Co. 

 
 

But that’s not all!  The 8th graders also sponsored a food drive 
contributing over 20 large boxes of non-perishable food items 
to the food pantry of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish.  They 
made beautiful posters to advertise the event in the school and 
each day they went from room to room collecting and storing 
donations.  They were so proud to carry the donations across 
our campus to deliver them to the food pantry for distribution to 
needy families in our community. 
 
It’s only the beginning of December, and already our 8th graders have really made a 
mark on our school and parish community.  We are so proud of the outstanding young 
men and women they are becoming!     -  Mrs. Adriene Little and Mrs. Julie Zizan 
 

EIGHTH GRADE 

Faith Formation  

Mr. Noah 
Wolf 








