
Welcome! 
 

No matter your past or present sta-
tus in the Catholic Church . . . Your 
current family or marital status . . . 
Your past or current religious affili-

ation . . . Your personal history, 
age, background, ethnicity . . . 

You are invited, accepted and most 
welcomed at Our Lady of Mount 

Carmel Parish. 
May all who walk through our door 

know that God loves them. 

January 15, 2023  

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish Center 
800 Avila Court, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 | Phone: 412-367-9001 | Fax: 412-366-8415 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-500 p.m. 

www.mountcarmelpgh.org 

Saint Athanasius Church 
7 Chalfonte Avenue, West View, PA 15229 

Incarnation of the Lord Church 
4071 Franklin Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15214 

Holy Cross Academy 
307 Siebert Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

412-364-7171 

Saint Sebastian Church 
311 Siebert Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

Saint Teresa of Avila Church 
1000 Avila Court, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

Community Center 
7 Chalfonte Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15229 

412-585-5575 



 
     Reverend John R. Rushofsky 
     Pastor 
 

 
412-367-9001 

jrushofsky@mountcarmelpgh.org 

  Pastor’s Perspective 

Getting Along With Others 
As we begin a new year, we usually take a few moments to review 
our lives and how we managed to get through the previous year.  

We ask ourselves what we might need to change in order to help us become better persons.  
Almost always, we have to examine how we interact with those around us. 

Christians in general have a code of behavior to follow. In fact it’s why we are called 
Christians: we try very hard to live as Christ taught us to live, based on the example of his own 
life. 

Sometimes this means that our interactions with others can be a challenge, occasionally even 
painful.   Many people are struggling with others—often even family members—whose political 
or religious perspectives are quite different from their own.  This frequently leads to alienation, 
family feuds, and even violence. 

From well over 40 years of hearing confessions, I have become increasingly aware of some 
recent trends that are alarming.  Among today’s most frequent sins: family issues, anger, 
political battles, and envy.  These are a strong indication that the societal level of anxiety has 
increased dramatically in the past few decades, fueling a sense of desperation and unhappiness in 
some of our relationships.  We don’t need to be in total agreement with everyone, but there are 
times when we simply have to agree to disagree. 

So what do we do with this higher level of anxiety that currently plagues us?  Many of us rely 
on our faith and the strength of our moral convictions, but as noted above, not everyone shares 
these values.  Why have people drifted so far apart in their religious principles?  Why have some 
people abandoned whatever religious principles they had? 

Next week: Where has religion gone? 

In Other News: On a personal note, a few weeks ago someone very gracious-

ly and generously sent me a Christmas gift: a beautiful pair of cufflinks, which, as 
many of you know, I happen to be partial to, currently numbering 262 pairs.  Unfortunate-
ly, the card was simply signed “Ellen” with no last name.  I probably know about two 
dozen people (mostly women) named Ellen.  If you are this Ellen or know who she is, 
please let me know so that I can express appropriate gratitude….Stay tuned for more 
news…. 

Something to think about:   

“Let no one ever come to you without leaving better and happier.” 
-  Saint Teresa of Calcutta 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Parish Announcements 

January 15, 2023—Music 

Readings 

Buried From 

Our Parish 

Rita Brunner 
Dorothy Rossi 
Mary Lou Schleis 

Get Our Weekly 

Parish Enewsletter 

Sign up for Flocknote, 
our weekly parish 
newsletter, at 

www.mountcarmel 

pgh.org/flocknote. 

 
 
 

First Reading:  Isaiah 49:3,5-6 
God’s servant, Israel, will be made a light to the nations.  
  

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:1-3 
Paul greets the Church in Corinth.  
 

Gospel Reading: John 1:29-34 
John testifies that Jesus is the Lamb of God, God’s own Son.  

Follow Today’s 
Readings Online 
Scan the QR code below. 

 

Retreats This Year: 

Men’s Retreat 
January 27th-29th 

Women’s Retreat 
April 14th-16th 

 

 
Details on page 5. 

Parish Offices Closed 

Tomorrow (Monday) 

Please note that our 
parish offices will be 
closed tomorrow

(Monday, 
January 
16th) in 
observance 
of the 
Martin 
Luther 

King, Jr. holiday. We will 
re-open on Tuesday, 
January 17th. 

Music for the Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Mass of Christ the Savior—Breaking Bread # 914 thru # 922 

Gathering Hymn: Praise to the Lord—Breaking Bread # 207 
Responsorial Psalm: Here I Am—Gather # 49 
Preparation of the Altar: Send Down the Fire—Gather # 557 
Communion Hymns: Here I Am, Lord—Breaking Bread # 395                                   
You Are the Light—Breaking Bread # 602 
Sending Forth: Go to the World—Gather # 546 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Devotions at 

Our Lady of 

Mount Carmel Parish 
Get the complete schedule at 
www.mountcarmelpgh.org. 

Third Wednesday Holy Hour 

With Exposition and Benediction 
Wednesday, January 18th, 7:00 p.m. 

Saint Teresa of Avila Church 

Divine Mercy Devotions 
Thursdays at 3:00 p.m. 

Saint Sebastian Church, Chapel 

Miraculous Medal Novena 
Tuesdays following 8:30 a.m. Mass 

Saint Athanasius Church 

Weekday Morning Rosary 
M-W-F following 8:30 a.m. Mass 

Saint Athanasius Church 

Weekday Afternoon Rosary 
M-F following noon Mass 

Saint Sebastian Church, Chapel 

Spirit Refill Rosary 

and Presentation 
Monday, February 13th, 7:00 p.m. 

Speaker: TBD 
Saint Teresa of Avila Church 

Confidential Prayer Line 
412-766-3723  

 

Altar Server Training Scheduled 

We have scheduled a new round of altar server 

training for three Mondays in January--tomorrow 

(Monday, January 16th) next Monday, January 23rd 

and the following Monday, January 30th. All take 

place from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at Saint Sebastian 

Church. Those interested will need to attend all three 

sessions. For more information contact Judy 

at jdulemba@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

 
 

Luminaries for Life Call Attention 

to the Rights of the Unborn 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish is pleased to 
announce a new parish initiative to support the rights 
of the unborn. Luminaries for Life was introduced 
with great success last year at a neighboring parish. 
The display drew attention and started important 
conversations. Let’s light up our community even 
brighter! This is a simple way to show your support 
for efforts to protect the unborn simply by displaying 
luminaria. 

It starts when you order a $5 kit that you pick up after 
Masses on January 21 and 22. Each kit includes five 
white paper bags, five votive candles that burn for 
three hours each, and plenty of sand to add weight. 
Luminaria should be displayed on January 22, 2023. 

Get more details and order your luminaria today by 
using using the order form found at https://
mountcarmelpgh.org/prolife-1. 

mailto:jdulemba@mountcarmelpgh.org


Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Supporting ChristLife 

Participants With Prayer 

Earlier this month, ChristLife participants 

began their journey in the first phase of the 

program entitled “Discovering Christ.” Each 

week, we will post a prayer that we request 

you say in order to provide spiritual support for 

the participants. Next week is week 3. The first 

prayer is below. 

Week 3 Session: Thursday, January 19th 

Topic: What does Jesus want us to know? 

Prayer: We pray for our “Discovering Christ” 

participants, may the Holy Spirit open them to 

Jesus’ message that God loves each one of us 

unconditionally and wants us to be with Him 

forever. 

 

New Contact Information 

For Father Mike Zavage 
 

As we began a new year, Reverend 
Michael Zavage celebrated his two final 
Masses at Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Parish prior to the start of his new 
assignment, which began this week. 
Father Mike's five-years-plus tenure in 
our parish was marked not only by many 
words of inspiration (his homilies are 
archived on our website's homily page) 
but also by numerous events and 
initiatives, including the leadership of 
our Evangelical Core Team. For those 
who would like to remain in contact 
with Father Zavage, his information is 
as follows: 

Father Mike Zavage 

fatherzavage@gmail.com 

St. James Parish 

119 West Chestnut Street 

Washington, PA 15301 

Second Collection Next Weekend 

Benefits Saint Anthony School Programs and DePaul 

School for Hearing and Speech 

 
Also next weekend, a special collection will take place to 
benefit the students of Saint Anthony School Programs and 
DePaul School for Hearing and Speech. St. Anthony School 
Programs offers an inclusive education to children ages 5-21 
who have Down syndrome, Autism Spectrum Disorder, and 
other special needs. DePaul School for Hearing and Speech 
teaches children who are deaf, hard of hearing, or who have 
severe speech delays to listen, speak, and learn. Thanks to 
support received via Mass collections, children in these 
programs have flourished and grown. Please be generous. 

https://mountcarmelpgh.org/listen-to-homilies
mailto:father.zavage@gmail.com


Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Men's Retreat To Take Place 

January 27th-29th 

You are cordially invited to join the men of 
our parish on their annual retreat at St. Paul 
of the Cross Retreat Center from Friday, 
January 27th to Sunday January 29th.  

The retreat theme is A Place for New 
Beginnings: I Will Put My Spirit Within You 
That You May Live. Experience new 
beginnings through inspirational talks, daily 
Mass, the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and 
fellowship with other parishioners. 

The cost for the retreat weekend, which 
includes two nights and five meals, is $295 
for a renovated room with a private 
bathroom or $250 for a room without a 
private bathroom. A non-refundable deposit 
of $100 is requested. To make a reservation, 
please call St. Paul of the Retreat Center at 
412.381.7676. 

A raffle for a complimentary weekend for 
first-time retreatants is being held again this 

year. To enter, please fill out a form in the 
narthex of any our four churches. The 
drawing will be held following the 11:00 
a.m. Mass at Saint Teresa of Avila Church 
on January 22nd. Gift certificates and 
financial assistance are also available for 
anyone wishing to attend. 

Learn More After Mass Today 

Members of the Men's Retreat promotion 
team will be on hand in each of our four 
churches this weekend to provide more 
information, answer your questions and 
register you for the retreat. 

Coming This Spring: 

Women's Retreat (April 14th-16th) 

Women of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish are invited to attend our annual parish 
Women's Retreat at St. Paul of the Cross Retreat Center on the South Side during the 
weekend of April 14th-16th. Come experience rest, relaxation, opportunity for prayer, quiet 
time, fellowship, and a renewed awareness of Christ. The retreat theme is "A Place for New 
Beginnings: I will put my spirit within you so that you may live." (Ezekiel 36:26) 
 
The program will include prayer services, conferences, the opportunity for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, prayer before the Blessed Sacrament, a guided meditation, and the 
Eucharistic celebration for Sunday. Get more details at mountcarmelpgh.org/

womensretreat2023. 

For more information or to register, contact: 
Julia Perkins: 412-651-6914 | juliaperki@gmail.com 
Dot Lydic: 412-301-0420 | lydic3@comcast.net 
Lindsay Quigley: 412-805-4935 | lindz7910@yahoo.com 

mailto:juliaperki@gmail.com
mailto:lydic3@comcast.net
mailto:lindz7910@yahoo.com


Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Important Information 

Parish Mission Statement                              Contact Us 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, with roots dating back 
more than 150 years, is a vibrant Catholic family of word, 
sacrament, prayer, and service. Centered in Jesus Christ, we strive 
to live and proclaim the Good News, building a community worth 
sharing. With Mary as our example and patron, we seek to deepen 
our faith and holiness, bringing help and hope to all. 

Diocesan Victim Assistance Hotline phone number is 1-888-808-
1235. The State of PA Child Protective Services telephone number 
is 1-800-932-0313 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

800 Avila Court 

Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

Phone: 412-367-9001 

Fax: 412-366-8415 

Website: www.mountcarmelpgh.org 

Hours: Monday–Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Masses 

Saturday, 4:00 p.m., St. Teresa of Avila 

Saturday, 5:00 p.m., St. Athanasius 

Saturday, 6:00 p.m. St. Sebastian 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m., Incarnation of the Lord 

Sunday, 9:00 a.m., St. Athanasius 

Sunday, 10:00 a.m., St. Sebastian 

Sunday, 11:00 a.m., St. Teresa of Avila 

Monday–Friday, 8:30 a.m., St. Athanasius 

Monday–Friday, 12:00 Noon, St. Sebastian  

Mass Intentions 

To schedule a Mass at any of our four churches, 

contact Julie Stiehler at 412-367-9001 or  

jstiehler@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

7-Day Sanctuary Lights 

Dedications for the Sanctuary Light are available each 

week for $20 at each of our four churches. To reserve a 

date contact Julie Stiehler at 412-367-9001 or              

jstiehler@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

Confessions 

Mondays, 12:30 p.m., St. Sebastian Church 

Saturdays, 11:00 a.m.–Noon, St. Athanasius 

Also, by appointment 

Open for Private Prayer (Monday-Friday) 

St. Athanasius, 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

St. Sebastian, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

St. Teresa of Avila, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Registering in the Parish 

Call Nancy Koslosky at 412-367-9001, ext. 8536, or 

email her at nkoslosky@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

Scheduling a Baptism 

Call Gina Harms at 412-367-9001, ext. 8410, or email her 

at gharms@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

Religious Education 

Please direct all questions about religious education and 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd to Will Reaves, Faith 

Formation Department, at 412-367-9001. ext. 8521 or 

wreaves@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

Confirmation 

In our parish, Confirmation takes place in the spring. For 

more information contact Will Reaves, Faith Formation 

Department, at 412-367-9001. ext. 8521 or  

wreaves@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

Becoming a Baptism or Confirmation Sponsor 

Please direct all inquiries to Nancy Koslosky at 

412-367-9001, ext. 8536 or 

nkoslosky@mountcarmelpgh.org.  

Obtaining a Baptismal Certificate 

These requests may be directed to the Diocesan 

Archives and Records Center at 412-456-3158.  

Scheduling the Sacrament of Matrimony 

To begin planning and scheduling the sacrament of mar-

riage in one of our churches, contact Deacon Cliff Homer 

at chomer@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

Rosaries and Devotions 

A full list of devotions scheduled each month is available 

at www.mountcarmelpgh.org/devotions. 

mailto:mcooper@mountcarmelpgh.org
mailto:mcooper@mountcarmelpgh.org


Mass Intentions 

Date Time Location Intention Requested By 

Monday  
January 16 
Weekday 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Christine Bezila ✞ 

Husband: Tom 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Virginia Miller ✞ 

Linda Borgo 

12:30 PM St. Sebastian Confessions following the 12 PM Mass 

Tuesday  
January 17 
St. Anthony, Abbot 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Joseph Babicka ✞ 

Ronald & Sue Poslusney 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Joseph Aland ✞ 

Pat Aland 

Wednesday  
January 18 
Weekday 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
LeRoy & Terrence Queiser ✞ 

Kathy Gourgues 

12 PM St. Sebastian Deceased Members of OLMC 

Ladies of Charity ✞ 

OLMC Ladies of Charity 

Thursday  
January 19 
Weekday 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius Deceased of Dax & Turack 

Families ✞ 

Family 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
John & Gerda Wessner ✞ 

Joe & Rosella Zettelmayer 

Friday   
January 20 
Weekday/St. Fabian, 
Pope & Martyr; St. 
Sebastian Martyr 

8:30AM St. Athanasius End to Abortion & Safety for 
March of Life 

OLMC Respect Life Committee 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Alice M. Skundrich ✞ 

Mary Ann & Robert Coon 

Saturday  
January 21 
St. Agnes, Virgin & 
Martyr 
 

11 AM St. Athanasius Confessions 

4 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Teresa of Avila 
Dorothy Kostelnik ✞ 

Brown Family 

5 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Athanasius 
Zachary D. DiCostanzo ✞ 

Jim & Sandy DiCostanzo 

6 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Sebastian 
Mary Virginia Hein ✞ 

George Hein & Family 

Sunday  
January 22 
Third              
Sunday in       
Ordinary Time 

8 AM Incarnation of the Lord The People of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

9 AM St. Athanasius 
Mary Behr ✞ 

Jeanne & Paul Yhouse 

10 AM St. Sebastian 
Genevieve Pedziwiatr ✞ 

Richard Cardone 

11 AM St. Teresa of Avila 
Eileen Bonkowski ✞ 

Sister: Connie 



Staff Directory 

CLERGY TEAM 
Rev. John Rushofsky, Pastor 
jrushofsky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8112 

Rev. Robert J. Miller, Senior Parochial Vicar 
rmiller@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8626 

Rev. Jack E. Demnyan, Parochial Vicar 
jdemnyan@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8564 

Rev. Michael Maranowski, Chaplain 
mmaranowski@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8512 

Rev. Leroy DiPietro, In Residence 
fr.leroy.dipietro@gmail.com 
412.853.8170 

Deacon Cliff  Homer, Pastoral Associate 
chomer@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8116 

Deacon Gary Comer 
gcomer@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8546 

Deacon Robert Koslosky 
rkoslosky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8537 

Deacon David Witter 
dwitter@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8541 

FAITH FORMATION 
Will Reaves, Dir, Faith Formation and Intergenerational 
Catechesis 
wreaves@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8521 

Evelina Sluga, Youth and Young Adult Minister 
esluga@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8520 

HUMAN RESOURCES/SAFE ENVIRONMENT 
Ann Ferguson, HR/Safe Environment Coordinator 
aferguson@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8503 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 
John Fries, Communications Coordinator 
jfries@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8114 

Kelly Ryan, Bulletin Editor 
kryan@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001 

FINANCE 
Pat D’Amico, Finance Manager 
pdamico@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8436 

Naomi Wells, Bookkeeper 
nwells@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8519 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 
Sr. Karen Brink, OSB, Parish Social Minister 
kbrink@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8637 

Cindy Cillo, Associate Parish Social Minister 
ccillo@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8624 

Margaret Ashmore, Education and  Community Center 
Director 
mashmore@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.585.5575 

WORSHIP 
Ted Rybka, Director of Worship 
trybka@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8514 

Judy Dulemba, Coordinator, Liturgical Ministries 
jdulemba@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8517 

Kathy McLane, Secretary 
kmclane@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367-9001, x8518 

OFFICE STAFF 
Gina Harms, Executive Assistant 
gharms@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8410   

Julie Stiehler, Receptionist-Secretary-Scheduler 
jstiehler@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8451 

Nancy Koslosky, Membership Services Coord. 
nkoslosky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8536 

mailto:kbrink@mountcarmelpgh.org


Parish Social Ministry o 

 

The NEW  Winter/Spring 2023 Parish Community Center line-up of activi-

ties can be reviewed on the parish website: www.mountcarmelpgh.org on the Commu-

nity Center page under the “Learn” tab.  Brochures can also be found in the parish 

narthexes.  

Here are the NEW programs you may enjoy:  

Income Tax Preparation Tips: January 17, February 14 & March14 Get your tax questions answered. Learn 
new information for 2023 tax season and how to prepare for your appointment.  NO CHARGE 

Italian for Intermediates: This class meets Monday evening beginning February 6th (register by January 
31st)      This class is ideal for those who have limited knowledge of Italian.  $75/10wks 

Italian for Beginners: This class is offered on Tuesday evenings from 6:30-8:30pm $75/10wks 

For the Fun of Fit: Mondays & Wednesdays from 6pm-7:00pm in room 101  
This fun, fast paced routine incorporates flexibility, balance and strength and more. $45/12classes Walk-ins $5 

Senior Luncheon: Restarts January 19th and is offered the third Thursday of the month through May. 
Come enjoy lunch with friends and make new ones. The Community Center will provide the main course and 
beverages. Attendees are asked to bring a dish to share. Donation is optional.  

Introductory Ukulele Lessons: Meets on the first and third Mondays of the month from 6:00-6:30. NO 
CHARGE Classes cover tuning basics, care, chords and more.  Additional lessons are offered for advancing 
students.  See more at: nhstringstudio.com or call instructor, Amber Rozel 412-527-8247 for details.  

Sewing for Beginners: This class meets Monday mornings for 9:30-noon. The first class met last week, but 
there may be a chance to join the group. Call the Community Center for details.  $75 for 8 lessons 

 

 

For more information about the Community Center offerings, call Margaret (at the 

number above) or stop in and visit us at the Community Center Mon-Fri, 10am - 4pm.  
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

A gathering place to enhance the quality of life for young and 

old by promoting involvement, fellowship and support. 

Additional Activities 

ZUMBA resumes January 17th. 

COMPUTER BASICS class returns 
January 23rd. 

LINE DANCING for Beginners meets 
Wednesdays 6:00-7:00 p.m. 

Saint Athanasius Campus -7 Chalfonte Ave, West View  

412-585-5575 / communitycenter@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

Upcoming Events 

PICKLEBALL CLINIC January 14th 

HEALTH FAIR March 17th 

Spring OPEN HOUSE April 1st 

AGING WELL Workshops coming in 
April and May 

Margaret 
Ashmore  



Worship o 

Ted Rybka 

A Tale of Two Organs 
 

It was the best of times. It was the worst of times. It was McKeesport 1993. A younger Father 
John Rushofsky was pastor of the newly formed parish of St. Martin de Porres, and an even 
younger Ted Rybka was music director of the newly formed neighboring parish of St. Patrick. 
Father John’s parish was a merger of four churches, and my parish was a merger of three 
churches. He was in downtown McKeesport, and I was up the road in Christy Park (also 
McKeesport) and Versailles. It was somewhere around this time that we first met, now thirty 
years ago. 
 

I was visiting his parish to check out the pipe organs which had a major overhaul at that time. 
The two organs at St. Peter and Holy Trinity churches were extensively repaired and restored, 
and included an addition of pipes from the recently closed St. Mary’s German on Olive Street. 
I was very impressed with both instruments and the work that had been done. So much so, that 
I remembered quite vividly how great the organs were when word first got out about the down-
town McKeesport churches closing in 2010. The parish of St. Martin de Porres would be merg-
ing again with two more churches up the hill behind McKeesport Hospital to form Corpus 
Christi Parish. The last functioning church in downtown McKeesport, Holy Trinity, would 
soon be demolished along with the defunct St. Peter on Market Street. 
 

I contacted the pastor, Father Steve Kresak, of the newly formed Corpus Christi Parish to in-
quire about the instruments. At the time, our St. Teresa of Avila Church had a thirty-eight year 
old electronic organ that was beginning to fail. I should point out that the electronic organ in 
St. Teresa was supposed to be temporary back when the church was first built in 1983. There 
were plans for a pipe organ for St. Teresa, but by this time, the cost of an organ was prohibitive 
and the parish was trying to pay off the mortgage. New pipe organs, even smaller ones, cost 
hundreds of thousands of dollars. Larger pipe organ projects can start with a million dollar 
price tag, and although we needed a new organ, we certainly didn’t have that kind of money.  
 

Father Steve assured me that he could help. He explained that the two pipe organs in St. Peter 
and Holy Trinity were up for grabs, and he was desperately trying to save and repurpose any-
thing and everything from the two church buildings before demolition. He offered us both or-
gans for a donation of $1,000, or $500 each, but insisted we take everything, including all the 
woodwork from the organ chambers. It was now January 2011, and time was of the essence 
since the wrecking ball was scheduled to come through in March of 2011. We had less than 
sixty days to create a master plan, hire an organ builder, appeal to councils and parishioners, 
secure funding, and round up dozens of parish volunteers.  To be continued next week...  

 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Before we receive the Lord in the Eucharist, we hear the words, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” We will hear these words 
in today’s Gospel, for they were first proclaimed by John the Baptist. John, Isai-
ah, and Paul all testify to how the Lord has called them and changed their lives. 
May we be inspired by them and take to heart what we sing in the responsorial 
psalm: “Here I am, Lord, here I am. I come to do your will.” 



Faith Formation o 
As we live out our Christian calling to evangelize and give living witness to the 

Gospel, we're going to notice that we don't always succeed. We can commit our 

witness to God through prayer, study to answer any objection, demonstrate joy 

and whimsy in our outreach; yet, despite everything we do, we don't get any re-

sponse. This is particularly frustrating in our witness to our families and loved 

ones. Why does our evangelization fail, even when we're doing everything right? Why are 

those closest to us seemingly most immune to our efforts? 
f 

It can be hard, in moments like these, to trust in God's providence; we are impatient, and we 

want to see results fast. Yet, there is no part of the Christian life that works like a fast-food line. 

God's timing is not our timing. And, as St. Paul describes in his first letter to the Corinthians, 

he "planted [the church], Apollos watered, but God caused the growth" (1 Corinthians 3:6). A 

great deal of what we do in evangelization is planting seeds. It's hard to trust that God will 

cause growth. It's hard that we don't always get to be around to see it. But patience and trust 

are also part of our Christian witness. So we must find our peace in God. 
 

Challenge: When was the last time you asked God for something seemingly good and holy but 

you didn't get it? Are you at peace trusting God with the outcome?  
 

Please Welcome Our New Youth  and Young 

Adult Minister! 
 

Hello, everyone! My name is Evelina Sluga and I am the new Youth and 
Young Adult Minister here at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish. 
 

I’m originally from a small town in south-central PA called Waynesboro, 
where I lived with my parents and kitty, Jude (who is cool enough to get a 
photo included). I just moved to Pittsburgh, so please feel free to send me 
your recommendations for cool places to visit! In my spare time, I enjoy 
writing, hiking, sipping coffee, and trying to keep my sourdough starter 
alive (I’m trying to learn how to bake). I also love to dance, so I’m always 
looking for good song recommendations too! 
 

Most importantly, I am passionate about our Catholic faith. I was raised 
Catholic, but during my college years I found myself rejecting Christi-
anity in favor of more Eastern and New Age philosophies. By the 
Lord’s unfathomable mercy and grace, I had a powerful reversion a few 
years ago, and I am proud to call the Catholic Church my true home! 
 

Happy New Year and thank you for welcoming me into your parish 
family! I look forward to getting to know you all over the coming 
months. Peace be with you all! 

Will Reaves 
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