
 

 

Welcome! 

No matter your past or present status in the Catholic Church . . . Your current family or marital status . . . 

Your past or current religious affiliation . . . Your personal history, age, background, ethnicity . . . 

You are invited, accepted and most welcomed at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish. 

May all who walk through our door know that God loves them. 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish Center 

800 Avila Court, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 | Phone: 412-367-9001 | Fax: 412-366-8415 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-500 p.m. 

www.mountcarmelpgh.org 

January 22, 2023  Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Saint Athanasius Church 

7 Chalfonte Avenue, West View, PA 15229 

Incarnation of the Lord Church 

4071 Franklin Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15214 

Holy Cross Academy 

307 Siebert Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

412-364-7171 

Saint Sebastian Church 

311 Siebert Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

Saint Teresa of Avila Church 

1000 Avila Court, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

Community Center 

7 Chalfonte Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15229 

412-585-5575 



  Pastor’s Perspective 

 
     Reverend John R. Rushofsky  
              Pastor 
 

 
412-367-9001 

jrushofsky@mountcarmelpgh.org 

Nonverts and Nones 
Last week I mentioned that societal values are regressing and good 

manners are becoming a thing of the past.  One possible explanation is the decrease in the 
religious practices and participation among many people. 

In an internet article by Suzette Lohmeyer and Anna Deen about the exodus from Christianity, 
it is clear that Christmas as a cultural holiday is strong, yet there is a shocking rise in the 
number of people abandoning Christianity, whom sociologists call “nonverts.”  Theology and 
Sociology professor Stephen Bullivant, in his new book, “Nonverts: The Making of Ex-Christian 
America,” says it’s not just about young people, and there are larger trends to examine. 

He goes on to say that the largest demographic of nonverts—younger adults—will raise their 
children as “nones,” that is, people from nonreligious families.  And while a tiny percentage of 
nonverts return to religion, nones rarely participate in any religion at any point during their lives. 

Meanwhile, there has also been a trend in Europe toward atheism and agnosticism, but it has 
been a slow and steady decline.  The increase in the number of Christians dropping the faith in 
the U.S. began to take off in the early 2000’s, and since then the decline has been sharp and fast. 

We could ask: Why is it happening now?  But the better question is: Why didn’t it happen 
sooner?  Mr. Bullivant suggests three events that slowed down the progress of the nonreligious 
movement: the Cold War, 9/11, and the internet.  These experiences made people reach out for 
assistance from The Divine, but when they received no concrete answers, those whose faith was 
marginal to begin with found themselves with nothing to rely on. 

The Pew Research Center estimates that Christians will be a minority of Americans by 2070. 

In Other News: Those of you with sore knees will be happy to learn that the 

kneelers at Saint Sebastian Church will be replaced very soon.  Waggoners Inc, of Hutchinson, 
Kansas, who are well known for this kind of work, came to measure and count (66 pews) and 
give us an estimate. The cost of this project is $19,510.00, which unfortunately was not in our 
22/’23 budget.  The work will be done in sections, and we are not expecting any disruption of 
our Mass schedule.  As of this writing, we don’t have a start date, but it is hoped that the project 
will be completed by Easter….Stay tuned for more news…. 

Something to think about:  
“Science is organized knowledge.  Wisdom is organized life.” 
-  Immanuel Kant, philosopher 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Parish Announcements 

Readings 

Today’s Mass—January 22, 2023 

Music for the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Mass of Christ the Savior—Breaking Bread # 914 thru # 922 
 

Gathering Hymn: Sing, All Creation—Breaking Bread # 312 
 

Responsorial Psalm: The Goodness of the Lord—Breaking Bread # 764 
 

Preparation of the Altar: We Belong to You—Breaking Bread # 646 
 

Communion Hymns: 10,000 Reasons/Bless the Lord—Breaking Bread # 562 

                              I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light—Breaking Bread # 599 
 

Sending Forth: You Walk along Our Shoreline—Gather # 797 

Buried From 

Our Parish 

John P. Connolly 
William Lyons 

Get Our Weekly 

Parish Enewsletter 

Sign up for Flocknote, 
our weekly parish 
newsletter, at 

www.mountcarmel 

pgh.org/flocknote. 

 
 
 

First Reading:  Isaiah 8:23-9:3 
The people in darkness have seen a great light.  

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-13,17 
Paul urges the community at Corinth to be united as people 
baptized in Christ’s name.  

Gospel Reading: Matthew 4:12-23 
Jesus begins to preach in Galilee and calls his first disciples.  

Follow Today’s 
Readings Online 
Scan the QR code below. 

Next Weekend: Celebrating 

Catholic Schools Week at 

All Masses 

In celebration of catholic Schools 
Week, all students in our parish 
who currently attend Catholic 
schools are invited to wear their 
school colors and attend Mass at 
one of our four churches during 
January 28-29. At each Mass, a 
special blessing will be provided 
by the celebrant to all students in 
attendance. 

Sanctuary Lamp 

Intentions 

Saint Athanasius Church 
Paul Stiehler 
Requested by Family 
 
Saint Sebastian Church 
William Basa 
Requested by Daughter 
 
Contact Julie Stiehler at 
jstiehler@mountcarmelpgh.org to 
schedule your Sanctuary Lamp or 
Mass intention for 2023. 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Devotions at 

Our Lady of 

Mount Carmel Parish 
Get the complete schedule at 

www.mountcarmelpgh.org. 

Divine Mercy Devotions 

Thursdays at 3:00 p.m. 

Chapel, Saint Sebastian Church 

Miraculous Medal Novena 

Tuesdays following 8:30 a.m. Mass 

Saint Athanasius Church 

Weekday Morning Rosary 

M-W-F following 8:30 a.m. Mass 

Saint Athanasius Church 

Weekday Afternoon Rosary 

M-F following noon Mass 

Saint Sebastian Church, Chapel 

Spirit Refill Rosary 

and Presentation 

Monday, February 13th, 7:00 p.m. 

Saint Teresa of Avila Church 

Need Prayers? 

Contact Our Confidential 

Prayer Line 

412-766-3723 

Second Collection Next Weekend 

Benefits Spark of Hope 

A second collection will be taken up at all Masses 

next Saturday and Sunday, January 28th and 29th, to 

benefit our Spark of Hope Program. Through this 

program, we collect and distribute food to local food 

banks and soup kitchens across the North Hills. Six 

mornings per week, volunteers collect food from 

local supermarkets and distribute to local food banks, 

soup kitchens, and shelters. 

New Electronic Signs Now In Use 

In Front Of Saint Sebastian Church 

 

During the recent Christmas season we installed and 

activated our new digital signs on the lawn in front of 

Saint Sebastian Church facing traffic on Siebert 

Road. The new, high-definition panels are an 

improvement over the previous panels, which were 

starting to show more than a little wear and tear. 

They not only communicate our parish identity but 

also provide a wide variety of information regarding 

parish events. We offer a special thank you to 

parishioner Anne Kaufman, who generously 

volunteers her time to post the messages. 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Men's Retreat To Take Place 

Next Weekend 

You are cordially invited to join the men of 

our parish on their annual retreat at St. Paul 

of the Cross Retreat Center next Friday, 

January 27th to Sunday January 29th.  

The retreat theme is A Place for New 

Beginnings: I Will Put My Spirit Within You 

That You May Live. Experience new 

beginnings through inspirational talks, daily 

Mass, the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and 

fellowship with other parishioners. 

The cost for the retreat weekend, which 

includes two nights and five meals, is $295 

for a renovated room with a private 

bathroom or $250 for a room without a 

private bathroom. A non-refundable deposit 

of $100 is requested. To make a reservation, 

please call St. Paul of the Retreat Center at 

412-381-7676 or one of the promoters listed 

below. 

Tom Dionise 

412-364-7322 | tomdionise@hotmail.com 

Bob DeWitt 

412-527-8483 |  bobdewitt1@gmail.com  

George Linkhauer  

412-952-4127 | 

george.linkhauerII@gmail.com 

Rich Dovi  

412-425-7512 | rcdovi@verizon.net 

Women's Retreat Set For 

April 14th-16th 

Women of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 
are invited to attend our annual parish Women's 
Retreat at St. Paul of the Cross Retreat Center 
on the South Side during the weekend of April 
14th-16th. Come experience rest, relaxation, 
opportunity for prayer, quiet time, fellowship, 
and a renewed awareness of Christ. The retreat 

theme is "A Place for New Beginnings: "I will put my spirit within you so that you may 
live." (Ezekiel 36:26) The program will include prayer services, conferences, the 
opportunity for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, prayer before the Blessed Sacrament, a 
guided meditation, and the Eucharistic celebration for Sunday. 

Get more details at 

mountcarmelpgh.org/womensretreat2023. 

For more information or to register, contact: 
Julia Perkins 
412-651-6914 | juliaperki@gmail.com 
Dot Lydic 
412-301-0420 | lydic3@comcast.net 
Lindsay Quigley 
412-805-4935 | lindz7910@yahoo.com 
 

mailto:tomdionise@hotmail.com
mailto:george.linkhauerII@gmail.com
mailto:juliaperki@gmail.com
mailto:lydic3@comcast.net
mailto:lindz7910@yahoo.com


Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

S u p p o r t i n g  C h r i s t L i f e 

Participants With Prayer 

Earlier this month, ChristLife participants 

began their journey in the first phase of the 

program entitled “Discovering Christ.” Each 

week, we will post a prayer that we request 

you say in order to provide spiritual support for 

the participants. Next week is week 3. The first 

prayer is below. 

Week 3 Session: Thursday, January 26th 

Topic: Why do we need a Savior? 

Prayer: We pray for our “Discovering Christ” 

participants, may they be filled with the joy of 

the Resurrection, God’s mysterious and mirac-

ulous gift of salvation. 

Knights of Columbus Present 

Check to Holy Cross Academy 

Our parish Knights of Columbus began 
the new year by presenting a check in 
the amount of $14,276.21 to Holy Cross 
Academy from the first Annual Knights 
of Columbus Golf Outing. Grand 
Knights Jay Schmidt and George 
Shaheen presented the check to Noah 
Wolf and Lindsay Lamb. This year's 
Knights of Columbus Golf Outing will 
be held on July 31st at Shannopin 
Country Club. 

Annual Lenten Fish Fry Now Gearing Up, Seeking Volunteers 
 

This year, our parish Lenten Fish Fry returns to its longstanding 
tradition of hosting both sit-down dinners and take-out service. It 
begins on Friday, February 24th, and continues each Friday through 
Good Friday (April 7th). In order to accomplish this, we will need 
additional volunteers to join us. This includes folks to help with prep 
work on Thursdays (late afternoons/early evenings) and Fridays 
(mornings) and help in the kitchen and dining room during dinner 
hours. Come join us! You’ll have fun and meet some great people! 

 
If you can help in any way, please call or email. 

If you are interested in working as a server in the dining room or in helping with take-out, 
please call Connie Stewart at 412-818-3057. For those interested in prep work, working the 
serving line or helping in the kitchen, please call Dave Eifler at 412-780-3208 (please leave 
a message if Connie or Dave are unable to answer). 
Or, send us an email at olmcfishfry@gmail.com Tell us where you’d be interested in helping 
and we’ll have the right person get back to you. Thank you. 

mailto:olmcfishfry@gmail.com


Mass Intentions 
Date Time Location Intention Requested By 

Monday  
January 23 
Day of Prayer for the 
Legal Protection of 
Unborn Children 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Thomas Cheetham ✞ 

Family 

12 PM St. Sebastian Health and Well Being of  Joan 
Pancoast 

Dtrs: Mary & Ann 

12:30 PM St. Sebastian Confessions following the 12 PM Mass 

Tuesday  
January 24 
St. Francis de Sales, 
Bishop and Doctor of 
the Church 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Pietro DiPietro ✞ 

Rina DiPietro 

12 PM St. Sebastian Bonnie Szramowski & Bill 

Beckert ✞ 

Kirsi Ceballos 

Wednesday  
January 25 
The Conversion of St. 
Paul, Apostle 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Paul Stiehler ✞ 

Family 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Bob Kerr ✞ 

Kerr Family 

Thursday  
January 26 
St. Timothy & St. 
Titus, Bishops 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Tom Oswald ✞ 

Lynn Dessauer 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Edward Klingman ✞  Karen & Jim Kramer 

Friday   
January 27 
Weekday/St. Angela 
Merici, Virgin 

8:30AM St. Athanasius 
Beverly Ann Farneth ✞ 

Bernice Bastin & Daughters 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Josephine Barr ✞ 

Dtr: Mary Ann Kummer 

Saturday  
January 28 
St. Thomas Aquinas, 
Priest and Doctor of 
the Church 
 

11 AM St. Athanasius Confessions 

4 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Teresa of Avila 
Ruth & James Boyle, Sr. ✞ 

Jim & June Boyle 

5 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Athanasius 
Mary Behr ✞ 

St. Athanasius St. Vincent de Paul 
Society 

6 PM 
Vigil Mass 

St. Sebastian 
Nancie D’Amico ✞ 

Julie Stiehler 

Sunday  
January 29 
Fourth            
Sunday in       
Ordinary Time 

8 AM Incarnation of the Lord Health and Well Being of    
Father Michael Zavage 

OLMC Ladies of Charity 

9 AM St. Athanasius The People of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

10 AM St. Sebastian Deceased of the Burtnett     

Family ✞ 

Rich & Betty Burtnett 

11 AM St. Teresa of Avila 
Judith Fuscaldo ✞ 

Peter Fuscaldo 



Important Information 

Parish Mission Statement                                    Contact Us 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, with roots dating back 
more than 150 years, is a vibrant Catholic family of word, 
sacrament, prayer, and service. Centered in Jesus Christ, we strive 
to live and proclaim the Good News, building a community worth 
sharing. With Mary as our example and patron, we seek to deepen 
our faith and holiness, bringing help and hope to all. 

Diocesan Victim Assistance Hotline phone number is 1-888-808
-1235. The State of PA Child Protective Services telephone 
number is 1-800-932-0313. 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

800 Avila Court 

Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

Phone: 412-367-9001 

Fax: 412-366-8415 

Website: www.mountcarmelpgh.org 

Hours: Monday–Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Masses 

Saturday, 4:00 p.m., St. Teresa of Avila 

Saturday, 5:00 p.m., St. Athanasius 

Saturday, 6:00 p.m. St. Sebastian 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m., Incarnation of the Lord 

Sunday, 9:00 a.m., St. Athanasius 

Sunday, 10:00 a.m., St. Sebastian 

Sunday, 11:00 a.m., St. Teresa of Avila 

Monday–Friday, 8:30 a.m., St. Athanasius 

Monday–Friday, 12:00 Noon, St. Sebastian  

Mass Intentions 

To schedule a Mass at any of our four churches, 

contact Julie Stiehler at 412-367-9001 or  

jstiehler@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

7-Day Sanctuary Lights 

Dedications for the Sanctuary Light are available each 

week for $20 at each of our four churches. To reserve a 

date contact Julie Stiehler at 412-367-9001 or              

jstiehler@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

Confessions 

Mondays, 12:30 p.m., St. Sebastian Church 

Saturdays, 11:00 a.m.–Noon, St. Athanasius 

Also, by appointment 

Open for Private Prayer (Monday-Friday) 

St. Athanasius, 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

St. Sebastian, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

St. Teresa of Avila, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Registering in the Parish 

Call Nancy Koslosky at 412-367-9001, ext. 8536, or 

email her at nkoslosky@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

Scheduling a Baptism 

Call Gina Harms at 412-367-9001, ext. 8410, or email her 

at gharms@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

Religious Education 

Please direct all questions about religious education and 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd to Will Reaves, Faith 

Formation Department, at 412-367-9001. ext. 8521 or 

wreaves@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

Confirmation 

In our parish, Confirmation takes place in the spring. For 

more information contact Will Reaves, Faith Formation 

Department, at 412-367-9001. ext. 8521 or  

wreaves@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

Becoming a Baptism or Confirmation Sponsor 

Please direct all inquiries to Nancy Koslosky at 

412-367-9001, ext. 8536 or 

nkoslosky@mountcarmelpgh.org.  

Obtaining a Baptismal Certificate 

These requests may be directed to the Diocesan 

Archives and Records Center at 412-456-3158.  

Scheduling the Sacrament of Matrimony 

To begin planning and scheduling the sacrament of mar-

riage in one of our churches, contact Deacon Cliff Homer 

at chomer@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

Rosaries and Devotions 

A full list of devotions scheduled each month is available 

at www.mountcarmelpgh.org/devotions. 

mailto:mcooper@mountcarmelpgh.org
mailto:mcooper@mountcarmelpgh.org


Staff Directory 

CLERGY TEAM 
Rev. John R. Rushofsky, Pastor 
jrushofsky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8112 

Rev. Robert J. Miller, Senior Parochial Vicar 
rmiller@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8556 

Rev. Jack E. Demnyan, Parochial Vicar 
jdemnyan@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8564 

Rev. Michael Maranowski, Chaplain 
mmaranowski@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8512 

Rev. Leroy DiPietro, In Residence 
fr.leroy.dipietro@gmail.com 
412.853.8170 

Deacon Cliff  Homer, Pastoral Associate 
chomer@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8116 

Deacon Gary Comer 
gcomer@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8546 

Deacon Robert Koslosky 
rkoslosky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8537 

Deacon David Witter 
dwitter@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8541 

FAITH FORMATION 
Will Reaves, Director of Faith Formation and 
Intergenerational Catechesis 
wreaves@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8521 

Evelina Sluga, Youth and Young Adult Minister 
esluga@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8520 

HUMAN RESOURCES/SAFE ENVIRONMENT 
Ann Ferguson, HR/Safe Environment Coordinator 
aferguson@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8503 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 
John Fries, Communications Coordinator 
jfries@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8114 

Kelly Ryan, Bulletin Editor 
kryan@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001 

FINANCE 
Pat D’Amico, Finance Manager 
pdamico@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8436 

Naomi Wells, Bookkeeper 
nwells@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8419 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 
Sr. Karen Brink, OSB, Parish Social Minister 
kbrink@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8637 

Cindy Cillo, Associate Parish Social Minister 
ccillo@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8624 

Margaret Ashmore, Education and  Community Center 
Director 
mashmore@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.585.5575 

WORSHIP 
Ted Rybka, Director of Worship 
trybka@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8514 

Judy Dulemba, Coordinator, Liturgical Ministries 
jdulemba@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8517 

Kathy McLane, Secretary 
kmclane@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8518 

OFFICE STAFF 
Gina Harms, Executive Assistant 
gharms@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8410   

Julie Stiehler, Receptionist-Secretary-Scheduler 
jstiehler@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8451 

Nancy Koslosky, Membership Services Coord. 
nkoslosky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8536 

mailto:kbrink@mountcarmelpgh.org


Parish Social Ministry  

Sister Karen 
Brink, OSB 

“For Christ plays in ten thousand places, 
Lovely  in limbs not  His To the Father 

through the features of men’s faces.”  G.M.Hopkins, SJ 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT VINCENTIAN HOME 

Do you have an hour or two a week or a month to spare? 

Vincentian  Home is looking for women and men who could serve as Eucharistic ministers, 

visit residents, pray the Rosary, distribute daily Scripture verses, lead small group Bible 

studies, play/sing hymns, or take residents to Mass in the chapel.   

Your visit would provide much-needed attention to residents who often time spend hours 

and hours alone each day. 

Please give it some prayerful thought and contact: Erin Coran, Life Enrichment Director/

Volunteer Coordinator, Vincentian Home, 111 Perrymont Road,  Pittsburgh, PA 15237,     

cell: 412-874-5523.  

You’ll be glad you did!                                                                                     

A NOTE OF GRATITUDE  The Spark of Hope sincerely thanks Kremer Associates for 

their ongoing support.  Over the last eleven years the firm has designated Spark of Hope as 

the beneficiary of their Christmas fundraiser.  The clients of Kremer Associates once again 

provided financial assistance and donated non-perishable food and hams to Spark of 

Hope.  Many of the hams were distributed to families that receive food from the St. Vincent 

de Paul food pantry at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish for their Christmas meals.  The 

remaining hams and other non-perishable foods were distributed to other organizations that 

Spark of Hope serves to help families over the holidays.  Thank you, Don Kremer, his firm, 

and their clients for their support. 

A THOUSAND THANKS! 

PAID HOME COMPANIONS 

A list of individuals who are available for a variety of in-home services, including light 

housekeeping and cooking, nursing services and companioning, is available from the Social 

Ministry Office.  Call the office if you are interested in receiving the list. 



Worship 

Ted Rybka 

 

A Tale of Two Organs (Continued from Last Week) 
 

It was now January 2011. Approval was given by the pastor, pastoral council, and finance 
council to move forward with the new organ project at St. Teresa. The decision was made to 
inform the parishioners as soon as possible, and fundraising began with a raffle through a par-
ish mailing that secured the down payment for the organ builder.  
 

Dozens of volunteers came forward to go to McKeesport to dismantle the pipe organs and 
move them to Perrysville on two consecutive Saturdays in February 2011. The first Saturday 
was at Holy Trinity. The second was at St. Peter. And before I forget to mention it, the heat was 
already turned off in both churches. At one point someone joked that we should open the 
church windows to let the heat in since it was warmer outside than it was inside. There was on-
ly one room in the old school building at Holy Trinity that still had heat where women of the 
parish prepared lunches for the workers. Those two Saturdays are forever burned into my 
memory. We were tired (I definitely needed a nap), we were hungry, we were dirty, and my 
toes were frozen, but it was worth it because we were doing something beautiful for God. 
 

The months that followed were exciting. Work began inside St. Teresa Church in preparation 
for the new pipe organ. Dozens of parishioners sanded and stained original woodwork dating 
back to 1920, erected new chamber walls to hold the pipes, and helped out with all sorts of 
electrical needs. Another one of my favorite memories consists of walking into the church and 
seeing volunteers in an assembly line down the center aisle passing organ pipes to each other 
as the instrument was slowly beginning to take shape up front inside the new organ chambers. 
A few hours later, almost two-thousand pipes were lined up, ranging in size from sixteen feet 
high down to the size of half a pencil. A few more hours pass and all the pipes are installed. 
The power was turned on for the first time—and then it finally happened—the pipes magically 
came to life and the church was filled with the glorious sound of God’s goodness.      
 

So what’s the point of this story? Why talk about an organ project that happened twelve years 
ago? The reason is because God has blessed us with another opportunity to do it again, and we 
need your help. Although it will be on a much smaller scale, we’ve secured a small pipe or-
gan for our beloved Incarnation of the Lord Church, and work is scheduled to begin in 
mid-February. Our new pipe organ comes to us from Holy Martyrs Church in Tarentum.  To 
be continued next week…  

 

In the meantime, visit  www.mountcarmelpgh.org/pipeorgan for a look back at the pipe organ 
project video from 2011.  

 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

We hear a dramatic example of how words written in one era come alive centu-
ries later in a new context. Isaiah saw that Judah’s king had turned his back on 
his own people, but also saw a day when God’s ultimate triumph would be real-
ized. Eight-hundred years later, Matthew noted that Jesus came from the same 
region Isaiah mentioned, giving new meaning to the “great light” who overcame 
the darkness. Listening to God’s holy word, let us reflect on how the light of 
Christ continues to overcome the darkness. 

http://www.mountcarmelpgh.org/pipeorgan


Faith Formation  

We've covered many topics in our review of the principles of Evangelization. We 
discussed how our witness must be relational, based on real connections we have 
with other people. We’ve talked about how our example of life can help or hinder 
our efforts to share God's love with others. And we’ve talked about the need to 
begin our overt evangelization not with doctrine, but with story, sharing what God 

has done for us personally and also what He has done for us all. But last week, we reempha-
sized that we are not the primary source of evangelization; instead, it is God, through the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit, who is the first and greatest evangelizer. So everything we do 
must begin with prayer, end with prayer, and spend a lot of time in prayer during the middle 
bits too. We cannot escape our need to pray. But how do we pray well? 
 

Prayer is, at heart, a willingness to listen to God, not just to speak but to truly seek to hear 
God’s voice. Too often, we are tempted to listen to God’s Word only when we like what we 
hear: scriptures that affirm our worldview, righteous anger toward those who have sinned 
against us, etc. It takes effort, patience, and humility to hear God even when He is challenging 
us or inviting us to something outside our comfort zone. It's a heady topic that will take us 
months to fully unpack. That’s all the more reason to get started now.  
 

Challenge: What is something God has been calling you to do that you’ve been avoiding? How 
can you entrust yourself to Him in this moment?  

CYO Musical Begins Rehearsals! 
The CYO Musical is returning to Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish! This annual tradition 
helps to support many of our youth projects and parish ministries (including Project Hope), 
and it also provides a great experience of bonding and faith development for high schoolers 

and 8th graders. Our long-serving leadership 
team is transitioning a new generation of 
adults to guide this project for years to come. 
We are still seeking a vocal coach to help our 
students reach their full potential. Reach out 
to Evelina at esluga@mountcarmelpgh.org to 
learn more. All adult volunteers must com-
plete safe environment clearances with the 
parish. 

Will Reaves 



 

 
The Holy Cross Academy Athletic Association is once again holding our annual Super Bowl Block Pool 
Fundraiser.  The pool consists of 100 blocks.  Each block is $50.  Winners will receive  - $1,300 based 
on the final score, $600 based on the halftime score, and $300 based on the 1st and 3rd quarter 
scores.   
 
Once we have all 100 blocks sold, we will circulate the pool so you can keep track of your blocks during 
the Super Bowl.   
 
Please email Christian Wrabley at cwrabley@gmail.com if you are interested in participating.  
 

Payment options are:  
     Venmo  @Christian-Wrabley-1 

     Check made payable to "Holy Cross Academy Athletic Association" mailed to   
     217 Bellevue Road, Pgh, PA 15229 

 SUNDAY, JANUARY 29, 2023 

 

Holy Cross Academy 

Mr. Noah 
Wolf 

Principal 

mailto:cwrabley@gmail.com







