
Welcome! 
 

No matter your past or present sta-
tus in the Catholic Church . . . Your 
current family or marital status . . . 
Your past or current religious affili-

ation . . . Your personal history, 
age, background, ethnicity . . . 

You are invited, accepted and most 
welcomed at Our Lady of Mount 

Carmel Parish. 
May all who walk through our door 

know that God loves them. 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish Center 

800 Avila Court, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 | Phone: 412-367-9001 | Fax: 412-366-8415 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

www.mountcarmelpgh.org 

Saint Athanasius Church 

7 Chalfonte Avenue, West View, PA 15229 

Incarnation of the Lord Church 

4071 Franklin Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15214 

Holy Cross Academy 

307 Siebert Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

412-364-7171 

Saint Sebastian Church 

311 Siebert Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

Saint Teresa of Avila Church 

1000 Avila Court, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

Community Center 

7 Chalfonte Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15229 

412-585-5575 

February 26, 2023 First Sunday of Lent 



  Pastor’s Perspective 

 
     Reverend John R. Rushofsky  
              Pastor 
 

 
412-367-9001 

jrushofsky@mountcarmelpgh.org 

Cup Or No Cup? 

Several months back, as the effects of Covid began to lessen a bit, 
Bishop David Zubik gave all parishes the option of returning to 

receiving Holy Communion from the cup.  This resulted in a lively discussion among our 
clergy here, so we decided to hold off for a while because we didn’t feel this congregation was 
ready to make that move yet.  We were also aware that no one, up to that time, had inquired 
about when we might return to receiving the Precious Blood, so there was not enough of a 
groundswell to make any changes in our current procedure. 

More recently, however, there have been exactly two inquiries about this matter, so we have 
again discussed it among our clergy, and it seems that there are two different concerns being 
raised. 

First is the issue of fear of contamination.  People are still reluctant to receive from a common 
cup, and if you’ve been observant, you’ve noticed that at the altar, only the celebrant is receiving 
from the main chalice. 

Our Communion ministers—formally referred to as Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion—are also faced with the responsibility of consuming whatever may be left over 
after they have finished distributing from their cup, and many of them understandably are not yet 
willing to do this. 

The other issue is just as difficult: Not all of our Communion ministers have returned to their 
ministry, so as it is, we are falling short of having sufficient ministers just to distribute the 
Precious Body of the Lord.  Distributing the Precious Blood takes many more ministers, in fact 
twice as many as those now willing to serve. 

More about this next week. 

In Other News: Frequently we see people walking dogs on our various proper-

ties, which is not surprising because we have more than 50 acres, and some of our land makes for 
easy and relaxing walking, provided no parish event is causing lots of traffic.  We like to be good 
neighbors, and we have no objection to dog-walking, but we need to insist on two conditions.  
First, please clean up after your pet.  Second, dogs must always be on a leash while on our 
property.  Thanks for your cooperation!....Stay tuned for more news…. 

Something to think about: “Each must set aside all illusions and accept 

the other as he or she actually is: an unfinished product, needing to grow, a work in progress.” 
  -  Pope Francis 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Parish Announcements 

Readings 

Buried From Our Parish 

Anthony F. Anania 

Martha Pliskaner 

Mildred Williamson 

Robert Zatezalo 

 
 
 

Follow Today’s 
Readings Online 
Scan the QR code below. 

Sanctuary Lamp 

Saint Sebastian 

Joe and Helen 

Szurszewski 

Requested by Daughter 

Welcome, New Parishioners! 

Ernesto, Amanda, Vincenzo, 
and Adeline Rizzitano 
Dennis, Quinn and Fionn Ryan 
Dominick, Lindsay, Marco, and 
Ava Poliziani 

Please turn page for today’s music. 

First Reading:  Genesis 2:7-9, 3:1-7 
The LORD God formed man out of the clay of the ground 
and blew into his nostrils the breath of life . . .  

Second Reading: Romans 5: 12-19 
Brothers and sisters: Through one man sin entered the world . . . 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 4:1-11 
Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted . . .  

Encounter! Three-Night Parish Mission 

Scheduled for March 13-15 

Come to a powerful parish mission at St. Teresa 

of Avila Church on March 13-15, each evening 

from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  Bishops David Zubik and 

William Waltersheid, Father Joe Freedy, and 

Brian Kissinger, together with musician Noah 

Pepmeyer, will lead us in Encounter: Faith over 

Fear, a back to the basics experience of our 

Catholic Faith.  Come and meet Christ on these 

evenings of prayer and grace. Mark your 

calendars! Bring your family! Invite your 

friends!  Get ready to Encounter! 

Get complete details at 

www.mountcarmelpgh.org/parishmission. 



Music for the First Sunday of Lent 
 

Mass of Angels and Saints—Gather # 375, 376, 377 
 
Lenten Gathering Rite: Shepherd Me, O God 
 

Cantor: Shepherd me, O God.  ALL: Shepherd me, O God. 
Cantor: Shepherd me, O God.  ALL: Shepherd me, O God. 

 

1. Cantor: When your Spirit calls us: Shepherd me, O God. 
Through all that befalls us: Shepherd me, O God. 
Teach us true contrition, help us live your mission, 

bring us to fruition: Shepherd me, O God. 
 

2. Desert dry and ashen: Shepherd me, O God. 
Shower your compassion: Shepherd me, O God. 
Give us new direction, you, our strong protection, 

spring of resurrection: Shepherd me, O God. 
 

3. From our sleeping wake us: Shepherd me, O God. 
Let your Spirit shake us: Shepherd me, O God. 
Help us to believe you, in our hearts receive you,  

grant that we perceive you: Shepherd me, O God. 
 

4. When our death shall claim us: Shepherd me, O God. 
You who formed and named us: Shepherd me, O God. 
Through our pain and grieving, strengthen our believing, 

love beyond conceiving: Shepherd me, O God. 
 

ALL: Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants, beyond my fears, from death into life. 
 

Celebrant: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit… 
 

Cantor: Lord Jesus, you are the Saving Lord, calling us to turn from sin. Kyrie eleison.  
ALL: Kyrie eleison. 

 

Cantor: Lord Jesus, you are the Living Word, calling us to follow you. Christe eleison.  
ALL: Christe eleison. 

 

Cantor: Lord Jesus, you are the Lord of Life, calling us to rise again. Kyrie eleison.  
ALL: Kyrie eleison. 

 

Celebrant: May almighty God have mercy on us... Amen. 
 

ALL: Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants, beyond my fears, from death into life. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Be With Me—Gather # 65 
 

Preparation of the Altar: There Is a Longing—Breaking Bread # 405 
 

Communion Hymns: Beyond the Days—Breaking Bread # 127 
                                   Come, Follow Me—Breaking Bread # 497 
 

Sending Forth: Led by the Spirit—Breaking Bread # 126 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Devotions and More 

at Our Lady of 

Mount Carmel Parish 

Get the complete schedule at 

www.mountcarmelpgh.org. 

 

First Friday Adoration 

and Benediction 

Friday, March 3 

following 8:30 a.m. Mass 

Saint Athanasius Church 

First Sunday Rosary 

Sunday, March 5 

12:30 p.m. 

Saint Teresa of Avila Church 

Spirit Refill Rosary 

Wednesday, March 15 

Led by Bishop David Zubik 

Saint Teresa of Avila Church 

LIFTED: Music and Worship 

Tuesday, March 21 

7:00-8:30 p.m. 

Saint Sebastian Church 

The Light is On For You 

Wednesday, March 29 

6:00-9:00p.m. 

Saint Sebastian Church 

Parish Census Forms To Be Sent to 

Parishioners on March 10th 
 

Our first census as a parish is less than a month away. 

Watch your mail in mid-March, as we will be sending 

each parish household a census form and reply 

envelope. We ask that you complete and return it in a 

timely manner. An online option will be provided as 

well. It’s important that we receive the completed 

forms back from you as early as possible, as we need 

to update our parishioner files. Know also that the 

census will also help us better understand your 

interests and serve your needs as a member of our 

parish community. We will share the online form as 

soon as it’s available. 

Disciple Maker Index 

Survey Now Underway 

 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel parishioners  are asked 

to participate in a parish survey as part of a diocesan 

initiative about discipleship conducted by the 

Catholic Leadership Institute.  

Please log in at the web address listed below and 

take part in a 10- to 15-minute online survey that 

asks you to reflect on your own spiritual growth and 

provide feedback on our parish’s efforts to help you 

grow. All responses will be confidential. 

Take the survey at: 

https://portal.catholicleaders.org/dg1xpk4. 

If you prefer a paper survey, you can pick one up in 

one of our church narthexes. To submit the 

completed paper survey, please drop it off at the front 

desk of the Parish Center before March 31st. To 

make special arrangements for getting a paper copy, 

please contact Julie at 412-367-9100. 
 



It’s Fish Fry Time!  

 

Join us for our Lenten Fish Fry every Friday through April 7th 

on the Saint Teresa of Avila Campus. Dinners are $14 each and 

several à la carte items are offered as well. 

 

Eat-In: Schoppol Hall 

4:30-7:30 p.m. 

Dinners are $14 and include choice of baked fish, fried fish or 

shrimp, plus two of the following sides: French fries, baked 

potato, coleslaw, applesauce, or mac and cheese. All dinners include a soft drink or coffee, 

bread and butter, or Kaiser roll. 

 

à la Carte Items: Clam chowder $3, Tomato Florentine soup $3,  fish sandwich $10, shrimp 
basket $10, French fries $3, coleslaw $3, mac and cheese $3, applesauce $2, and baked 

potato $2 

Take Out: Henninger Auditorium—Drive-Thru Only 

4:30-6:30 p.m. 

Choice of baked fish, fried fish or shrimp dinner. Dinners include your choice of two sides: 

mac and cheese, baked potato, coleslaw, or applesauce. 

à la Carte Items: Fish sandwich $10, shrimp basket $10, coleslaw $3, clam chowder (quart) 
$8, applesauce $2, baked potato $2, quart of Tomato Florentine soup $8, mac and cheese $3. 
 

 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Eat In or Take Out? 

The map at left, developed by our 
parish Fish Fry Committee, shows 
how cars will be routed through 
our site depending on your order 
preference. 

 



Important Information 

Parish Mission Statement                                    Contact Us 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, with roots dating back 
more than 150 years, is a vibrant Catholic family of word, 
sacrament, prayer, and service. Centered in Jesus Christ, we strive 
to live and proclaim the Good News, building a community worth 
sharing. With Mary as our example and patron, we seek to deepen 
our faith and holiness, bringing help and hope to all. 

Diocesan Victim Assistance Hotline phone number is 1-888-808
-1235. The State of PA Child Protective Services telephone 
number is 1-800-932-0313. 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

800 Avila Court 

Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

Phone: 412-367-9001 

Fax: 412-366-8415 

Website: www.mountcarmelpgh.org 

Hours: Monday–Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Masses 

Saturday, 4:00 p.m., St. Teresa of Avila 

Saturday, 5:00 p.m., St. Athanasius 

Saturday, 6:00 p.m. St. Sebastian 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m., Incarnation of the Lord 

Sunday, 9:00 a.m., St. Athanasius 

Sunday, 10:00 a.m., St. Sebastian 

Sunday, 11:00 a.m., St. Teresa of Avila 

Monday–Friday, 8:30 a.m., St. Athanasius 

Monday–Friday, 12:00 Noon, St. Sebastian  

Mass Intentions 

To schedule a Mass at any of our four churches, 

contact Julie Stiehler at 412-367-9001 or  

jstiehler@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

7-Day Sanctuary Lights 

Dedications for the Sanctuary Light are available each 

week for $20 at each of our four churches. To reserve a 

date contact Julie Stiehler at 412-367-9001 or              

jstiehler@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

Confessions 

Mondays, 12:30 p.m., St. Sebastian Church 

Saturdays, 11:00 a.m.–Noon, St. Athanasius 

Also, by appointment 

Open for Private Prayer (Monday-Friday) 

St. Athanasius, 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

St. Sebastian, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

St. Teresa of Avila, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Registering in the Parish 

Call Nancy Koslosky at 412-367-9001, ext. 8536, or 

email her at nkoslosky@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

Scheduling a Baptism 

Call Gina Harms at 412-367-9001, ext. 8410, or email her 

at gharms@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

Religious Education 

Please direct all questions about religious education and 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd to Will Reaves, Faith 

Formation Department, at 412-367-9001. ext. 8521 or 

wreaves@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

Confirmation 

In our parish, Confirmation takes place in the spring. For 

more information contact Will Reaves, Faith Formation 

Department, at 412-367-9001. ext. 8521 or  

wreaves@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

Becoming a Baptism or Confirmation Sponsor 

Please direct all inquiries to Nancy Koslosky at 

412-367-9001, ext. 8536 or 

nkoslosky@mountcarmelpgh.org.  

Obtaining a Baptismal Certificate 

These requests may be directed to the Diocesan 

Archives and Records Center at 412-456-3158.  

Scheduling the Sacrament of Matrimony 

To begin planning and scheduling the sacrament of mar-

riage in one of our churches, contact Deacon Cliff Homer 

at chomer@mountcarmelpgh.org. 

Rosaries and Devotions 

A full list of devotions scheduled each month is available 

at www.mountcarmelpgh.org/devotions. 

mailto:mcooper@mountcarmelpgh.org
mailto:mcooper@mountcarmelpgh.org


Mass Intentions 

Date Time Location Intention Requested By 

Monday  
February 27 
Lenten Weekday/St. 
Gregory of Narek, 
Abbot and Doctor of 
the Church 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Robert Bomba ✞ 

Family 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Peter Gallagher ✞ 

Parents: Theresa & Jim Gallagher 

12:30 PM St. Sebastian Confessions following the 12 PM Mass 

Tuesday  
February 28 
Lenten Weekday 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Reverend John Petrarulo ✞ 

Reverend John Rushofsky 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
George Korvick ✞ 

Helen Korvick 

Wednesday  
March 1 
Lenten Weekday 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius Deceased of Nowark & Larkin 

Families ✞ 

Family 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Francis Klein, Sr. ✞ 

Family 

Thursday  
March 2 
Lenten Weekday 

8:30 AM St. Athanasius 
Jean Lawlor ✞ 

Lawlor Family 

12 PM St. Sebastian 
Vivian Kearney ✞ 

Duane Lukitsh 

Friday   
March 3 
Lenten Weekday/ St. 
Katharine Drexel, 
Virgin 

8:30AM St. Athanasius 
Dorothy Ann Schopper ✞ 

Rosemary Flaherty 

12 PM St. Sebastian Deceased of Heidenreich   Fami-

ly ✞ 

Gail & Joe Fucci 

Saturday  
March 4 
Lenten Weekday/ St. 
Casmir 
 

11 AM St. Athanasius Confessions 

4 PM Vigil 
Mass 

St. Teresa of Avila 
Sharon Waters ✞ 

Brad Waters 

5 PM Vigil 
Mass 

St. Athanasius 
Don & Mary Hackworth ✞ 

Hackworth Family 

6 PM Vigil 
Mass 

St. Sebastian Lawrence McElhinny  Family 

Sunday  
March 5 
Second Sunday  of 
Lent 

8 AM Incarnation of the Lord The People of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

9 AM St. Athanasius 
Rosemarie Dauer ✞ 

Charlotte Schilling 

10 AM St. Sebastian 
Norm & Helen Beck ✞ 

Rich & Betty Burtnett 

11 AM St. Teresa of Avila 
Gregory Cole ✞ 

Ken Huder 



Staff Directory 

CLERGY TEAM 
Rev. John R. Rushofsky, Pastor 
jrushofsky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8112 

Rev. Robert J. Miller, Senior Parochial Vicar 
rmiller@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8556 

Rev. Jack E. Demnyan, Parochial Vicar 
jdemnyan@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8564 

Rev. Michael Maranowski, Chaplain 
mmaranowski@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8512 

Rev. Leroy DiPietro, In Residence 
fr.leroy.dipietro@gmail.com 
412.853.8170 

Deacon Cliff  Homer, Pastoral Associate 
chomer@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8116 

Deacon Gary Comer 
gcomer@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8546 

Deacon Robert Koslosky 
rkoslosky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8537 

Deacon David Witter 
dwitter@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8541 

FAITH FORMATION 
Will Reaves, Director of Faith Formation and 
Intergenerational Catechesis 
wreaves@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8521 

Evelina Sluga, Youth and Young Adult Minister 
esluga@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8520 

McKenzie Gamache, Religious Education Associate 
mgamache@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8529 

HUMAN RESOURCES/SAFE ENVIRONMENT 
Ann Ferguson, HR/Safe Environment Coordinator 
aferguson@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8503 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 
John Fries, Communications Coordinator 
jfries@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8114 

Kelly Ryan, Bulletin Editor 
kryan@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001 

FINANCE 
Pat D’Amico, Finance Manager 
pdamico@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8436 

Naomi Wells, Bookkeeper 
nwells@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8419 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 
Sr. Karen Brink, OSB, Parish Social Minister 
kbrink@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8637 

Cindy Cillo, Associate Parish Social Minister 
ccillo@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8624 

Margaret Ashmore, Education and  Community Center 
Director 
mashmore@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.585.5575 

WORSHIP 
Ted Rybka, Director of Worship 
trybka@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8514 

Judy Dulemba, Coordinator, Liturgical Ministries 
jdulemba@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8517 

Kathy McLane, Secretary 
kmclane@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8518 

OFFICE STAFF 
Gina Harms, Executive Assistant 
gharms@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8410   

Julie Stiehler, Receptionist-Secretary-Scheduler 
jstiehler@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8451 

Nancy Koslosky, Membership Services Coord. 
nkoslosky@mountcarmelpgh.org 
412.367.9001, x8536 

mailto:mgamache@mountcarmelpgh.org
mailto:kbrink@mountcarmelpgh.org


PARISH CENSUS 

All parish households, of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, will soon receive a copy of the parish 

census form to complete.  The information that you share will help us to know you better, as 

well as, to know the strengths and the needs of the parish.  

           THIS IS US 

THANK YOU! 

WHY SOCIAL MINISTRY? 

We are called to be instruments of God’s work in the world, actively attending to the concrete 

needs of others.  These deeds need not be dramatic, but they will likely draw us out of our com-

fort zone as we enter into the messiness and ambiguity of the often deeply wounded, morally 

conflicted, and broken lives of others.  But enter those we must. 

It is in these basic acts of care, particularly those directed beyond our circle of intimates, that 

the light we are to display  before the world is kindled.  When we feed the hungry, shelter the 

homeless, clothe the naked, and welcome the stranger, we discover within us a light not of our 

own making. God is the deep origin of all that we do that is good and holy.  The light of our 

concrete actions illuminates not only our heroism and sanctity, but God’s activity in and 

through us.  

                                          ~Richard R. Gaillardetz 

          Give Us This Day 

            TIME TO GO SHOPPING FOR THE     

 FOOD PANTRY       

Detergent, dishwashing soap, jelly, oatmeal, juice (no apple), fruit cocktail, noodles, Manwich, 

Chef Boy R Dee spaghetti  (no ravioli), and paper products are the items currently most needed 

in the parish food pantry.   Drop your gifts in any of the bins located in each of the four church 

narthexes.   

Our parish food pantry, sponsored by the Saint Vincent de Paul Conference, regularly serves 

about forty families every two weeks.  Your kind gifts bless these individuals and families in a 

very special way.  BLESSINGS! 

Parish Social Ministry  

Sister Karen 
Brink, OSB 

“For Christ plays in ten thousand places, 
Lovely in limbs not His To the Father 

through the features of men’s faces.”  G.M. Hopkins, SJ 



Worship 

Ted Rybka 

 
 

First Sunday of Lent 
 

Temptation has been part of the world from the beginning. In the story of crea-
tion, humanity’s first home is the garden in Eden, with the forbidden tree right 
in its center. We hear Adam and Eve succumb to the serpent’s wiles in this gar-
den of plenty. In its opposite—a barren desert—Jesus uses God’s word to resist 
the temptations of the devil. Paul tells us that Adam and Eve’s disobedience 
brought death into the world, but Jesus’ obedience brought life. Let us listen to 
how the righteousness of truth can defeat the temptation of lies. 

Feast Days 
 

We have an unusual opportunity when it comes to feast day celebrations at Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Parish. First and foremost, we have our patronal feast as a parish (for which we are 
canonically established), with the Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel on July 16th. But we 
also have four churches, or worship sites, with their own patron saints or events in the life of 
Christ. For example, we have the Memorial of Saint Sebastian the Martyr on January 20th, the 
Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord (our former church on the North Side) on March 
25th, the Memorial of Saint Athanasius of Alexandria on May 2nd, the Memorial of Saint 
Teresa of Avila (also known as Saint Teresa of Jesus) on October 15th, and the Solemnity of 
the Nativity of the Lord (Incarnation of the Lord) on December 25th. If you look at our roots 
carefully, you should come up with the number seven. We may have four churches, but our 
current parish community is composed of seven parishes. Here is the chronological order of 
origin: 
 

 Saint Teresa of Avila Parish, established in 1867. 
 

 Annunciation of the Lord Parish, established in 1893.  
 

 Saint Athanasius Parish, established in 1907. 
 

 Nativity of Our Lord Parish, established in 1916. 
 

 Saint Sebastian Parish, established in 1952. 
 

 Incarnation of the Lord Parish, established in 1993. 
 

 Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, established in 2020. 
 
It is important to know our roots and to celebrate them. In many ways, a new merger is a new 
beginning, yes, but it doesn’t mean that we have to forget where we came from. In the saints 
we have heavenly friends, so we can continue to call upon all of our patron saints to help us 
build this new parish community. Remembering our past can help shape and strengthen our 
future, especially with our Blessed Mother, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, at the helm. 
 
In addition to our annual celebration of the Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel on July 16th, 
we will also celebrate each of our church patrons. A special Saturday morning Mass will be 
added on March 25th for the Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord at Incarnation of the 
Lord Church. If all goes according to plan, our new pipe organ will be used for the first time at 
this Mass. Our Adult Choir will lead the music. We hope you can join us for Mass on 
Saturday, March 25th, at 10:00 a.m. at Incarnation of the Lord Church. All are welcome! 



Faith Formation  
After beginning prayer with acknowledging the greatness of God and giving him 
due adoration, we then should acknowledge our failings. As we realize the perfec-
tion and glory of God, it’s impossible not to see our own imperfections and weak-
nesses. So after adoration, it’s helpful to move into a period of self-examination 
and confession: What have we done or failed to do that harms our relationship 
with God and others? Where have we sinned? Where have we struggled with 

temptation? How might we do better next time, with God’s help?  
  

To be clear, this shouldn’t be a time to wallow in guilt over our sins. The point of confession is 
to repent (which means to turn away) from our sins, not to despair or to fall into self-loathing. 
But a great danger we face in our culture is to continually justify our sins by making excuses 
(“I was tired”), minimizing the offense (“lots of people do it”), or even recasting our sinful be-
havior as a righteous act (“he deserved it”). The moral relativism of our times enables us to 
justify ourselves whenever we wish, which is why it is so important to measure ourselves to an 
objective standard. Only by seeing as God sees can we love as God loves us, and has called us 
to love others. Only by acknowledging our failures honestly can we start on the path of com-
munion with God.  
  

Challenge: Think of the last time you did something wrong. Have you honestly apologized to 
the person you hurt, without excuses?  

Confirmation Service Fair Next 
Weekend at Saint Athanasius! 

 

We have more than 80 eighth graders preparing for the sacrament of Confirmation in 

2023! Each year, we ask our Confirmation candidates to engage in acts of service bene-

fiting the Church, our neighborhood, and the wider Pittsburgh community! We are ex-

cited to show you some of what they accomplished this year, and are hosting service 

fairs after select Masses to give them a chance to share how they have helped those in 

need. This coming weekend, March 4 and 5, candidates will present on their service 

projects in Athanasian Hall after the 5 pm Saturday and 9 am Sunday Masses. Come 

check it out! 

Will Reaves 



Holy Cross Academy 


