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O Holy Spirit, help me to recognize You in the Scriptures
and in the Chosen Episodes, which are based upon your
inspired Word. Open my mind to accept in faith Your
truths, even before I am granted right understanding.

Scripture References:

John 1:28-29, 35-42 This happened in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was
baptizing… he saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Behold the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sin of the world.” ...He (Jesus) said to them (Andrew and John), “ Come,
and you will see.” … He (Andrew) first found his brother Simon and told him, “We have
found the Messiah.”

Luke 5:3-6 Getting into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, he asked him to
put out a short distance from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from
the boat. After he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water and
lower your nets for a catch.” Simon said in reply, “Master, we have worked hard all night
and have caught nothing, but at your command I will lower the nets.” When they had
done this, they caught a great number of fish and their nets were tearing.

Mark 1:16-20 He saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting their nets into the sea; they
were fishermen. Jesus said to them, “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of
men.” Then they abandoned their nets and followed him.  He walked along a little farther
and  saw James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They too were in a boat
mending their nets. Then he called them. So they left their father Zebedee in the boat
with the hired men and followed him.
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Things to ponder:

1. Was Simon in a 12 step program? He was ‘confessing’ a lot, to Zebedee & sons and to
Eden, and the Roman. For all his efforts he was getting himself into greater trouble. He
needed a miracle. What kind of Messiah do you think he was hoping for?

2. What would cause Matthew to be willing to work with the Romans, to callously extract
Roman taxes from his own people and, now, to spy on Simon (not in scripture). We know
Matthew becomes an apostle. How difficult it must have been for the other apostles to
accept him.

3. We Americans seem to pride ourselves on being independent. “We can do it on our own;
we do not need any help.” How easy it is for us to relate to Simon. Maybe we need
someone like Eden to remind us, challenge us, to remember God. God loves us and
wants to help us. Eden says, “ Where is your faith?”; trust in God.

What about you?

A. Simon was “between a rock and a hard place”. Have you ever been there? Do you
always “walk with God”. Or do you, like many of us, wait until things are so bad that you
have no choice but to “let go and let God”?

B. Jesus called the fishermen to be disciples. We too are called to be disciples… called to
metanoia (greek word), meaning to change one’s way of life, a spiritual conversion. Do
we answer with dramatic change; slowly, step by step; or is it a lifelong journey?  Even
“Cradle Catholics” change when they accept the call to discipleship after they reach
maturity, sometimes in their teens, sometimes later in life.

C. “He fell at the knees of Jesus and said, “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.”
Have we ever wanted to follow Simon’s actions & words. How can we, sinners, be
worthy? Can you imagine how hopeless it might be without the blessing of the
sacrament of reconciliation?


