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O Holy Spirit, help me to recognize You in the Scriptures 

and in the Chosen Episodes, which are based upon your 

inspired Word. Open my mind to accept in faith Your 

truths, even before I am granted right understanding. 

 

 

Scripture References: 
 

 

 

Genesis 33:19  The plot of ground on which he (Jacob) had pitched his tent he bought 

for one hundred pieces of money from the descendants of Hamor, the father of 

Shechem. 

 

 

 

Luke 5:29-32   Then Levi (Matthew) gave a great banquet for him in his house, and a 

large crowd of tax collectors and others were at table with them. The Pharisees and 

scribes complained to the disciples, saying, “ Why do you eat and drink with tax 

collectors and sinners?” Jesus said to them in reply, “Those who are healthy do not 

need a physician, but the sick do.”  

 

 

Matthew 8:14-15  Jesus entered the house of Peter, and saw his mother-in-law lying in 

bed with a fever.  He touched her hand, the fever left her, she rose and waited on them. 

 

 

John 4:1-42  ...he came to a town of Samaria, called Sychar… Jacob’s well was there 

… A woman of Samaria came to draw water.  He said to her, “Give me a drink”. … (she) 

said to him, “ How can you, a Jew, ask me, a Samaritan woman, for a drink?”  … (After 

they conversed, she said,) …  “Sir, I can see that you are a prophet.” … (she) said to 

him, “I know the Messiah is coming.”  …  Jesus said to her, “I am he.” ... 
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Things to ponder: 
 

1. As the disciples noted, Jews from Galilee typically avoided going through Samaria. 

Jesus seemed to seek out the Samaritan woman at the well. He revealed to her that he 

is the Messiah. Place yourself in the character of the woman; and, then in the character 

of the disciples. Why should she be the one to hear explicitly that Jesus is the Messiah?  

 

 

2. Nicodemus left the gold for Jesus’ and the disciple’s journey and was upset he could not 

commit to the invitation to join them.  We know that God does not give up on us.  God 

will continue to invite us to “Follow Him”.  At what point does Nicodemus (or us) run out 

of time to say “YES”?     

 

 

3. It is an interesting sequence of discussions (in this episode and previous episodes) 

involving Simon/Peter’s mother-in-law.  Did you ever consider that her healing was to 

benefit Simon/Peter, Eden or Jesus (having Simon/Peter without worrying about Eden 

and his mother-in-law)? 

  

 

What about you?  
 

A. We meet another woman with a questionable reputation, the Samaritan woman.  She is 

going to tell everyone about Jesus (“I’m counting on it.”).  Will her neighbors believe her?  

Would your neighbors believe her? Would you believe her?   

 

 

B. Gaius and Matthew’s parents are baffled by Matthew’s decision to “give up” all he has to 

follow Jesus.  Yet, they acknowledge that he does not make rash decisions.  As a child 

have you made decisions that left your friends and family baffled?  If you have children, 

did they make decisions that left you baffled?  How can they and you grow to appreciate 

the decision? 

 

 

C. It is fascinating to watch Nicodemus search, ponder and evolve. Whether you are a 

cradle Catholic or a convert, we all follow a similar path to accept and welcome God into 

our lives. This is our faith journey.  It is not over until we draw our last breath. Where do 

you think you are on your ‘journey’?   

 


