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O Holy Spirit, help me to recognize You in the Scriptures 

and in the Chosen Episodes, which are based upon your 

inspired Word. Open my mind to accept in faith Your 

truths, even before I am granted right understanding. 

 

 

Scripture References: 
 

 

Isaiah 35:5-6  Then the eyes of the blind shall see, and the ears of the deaf be opened; 

Then the lame shall leap like a stag, and the mute tongue sing for joy. For waters will 

burst forth in the wilderness, and streams in the Arabah. 

 

 

Micah 5:1-4a   But you, Bethlehem-Ephrathah, least among the clans of Judah, From you 

shall come forth for me, one who is to be ruler in Israel; Whose origin is from of old, 

from ancient times. Therefore the Lord will give them up, until the time when she who is 

to give birth has borne, then the rest of his kindren shall return to the children of Israel. 

He shall take his place as shepherd by the strength of the Lord, by the majestic name of 

the Lord, his God; and they shall dwell securely, for now his greatness shall reach to the 

ends of the earth; he shall be peace. 

 

 

Exodus 12:2-13  On the tenth of this month every family must procure for itself a lamb… 

Your lamb must be a year-old male and without blemish… it will be slaughtered during 

the evening twilight… take some of its blood and apply it to the doorposts and lintel of 

the houses…  the blood will mark the houses where you are. Seeing the blood, I will pass 

over, thereby,  no destructive blow will come upon you. 

 

Isaiah 7:11-14  Ask for a sign from your Lord, your God… But Ahaz answered, “ I will 

not ask.” … Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will 

conceive and bear a son, and she will name him Immanuel. (NASB) 
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Luke 2:8-14  Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields and keeping 

night watch over their flock. The angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them… The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, for I 

proclaim to you good news of great joy… For today in the city of David a savior has 

been born for you who is Messiah and Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find 

an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. And suddenly there was 

a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel praising God and saying: “Glory to God 

in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”    

 

Things to ponder: 
 

1. So much of the faith history and prophecies in the old testament point to the coming of 

the Messiah, Jesus. Can you see the fulfillment in the new testament? 

 

2. We tend to be critical of the people of Jesus’s time who did not see him being the 

fulfillment of the Messianic prophecies.  We, too, are waiting for Jesus in his second 

coming. How will we recognize him? Are we watching for him? 

 

3. The angel and the heavenly host appeared to the ‘poor’ shepherds; they believed and 

they came to see. Did the angel also appear to others and we do not know about it 

because they ignored the appearance…  or because did they not believe? 

  

 

What about you?  
 

A. Who did you best relate to in the story: the lame shepherd (another Simon), one of the 

other shepherds, the priest inspecting the animals to be sacrificed, the pharisees in the 

synagogue reading scriptures? Why? Why not one of the others? (wantabe or not 

wantabe, that is the question) 

 

B. We all have some imperfection, maybe not as profoundly noticeable as Simon’s limp. Do 

we also feel ostracized by those around us. Do we notice the imperfections of others? 

Do we treat them with judgement and disdain? -or-  Do we accept them where they are, 

understanding that we are all dealing with our own imperfections? 

 

C. We know the end of the story. Can we ‘see’ the Messiah, the Son of God, Jesus, as an 

infant in such humble surroundings? Would this challenge our faith, our understanding? 

Can you ‘see’ Him who was crucified and raised from the dead, as he lay in the manger? 


