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O Holy Spirit, help me to recognize You in the Scriptures 

and in the Chosen Episodes, which are based upon your 

inspired Word. Open my mind to accept in faith Your 

truths, even before I am granted right understanding. 

 

 

Scripture References: 
 

 

 

Ezekiel 39:9a, 10  Everyone living in the cities of Israel shall go out and set fire to the 

weapons, ... they will not need to bring in wood from the fields or cut down trees in the 

forests, for they will make fires with the weapons, … 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 102:2-  Lord, hear my prayer; let my cry come to you. Do not hide your face from 

me in the day of my distress. Turn your ear to me; when I call, answer me quickly. For 

my days vanish like smoke; my bones burn away like in a furnace.  

 

 

 

 

John 1:46-50  Philip found Nathanael and told him, “ We have found the one about 

whom Moses wrote in the law, and also the prophets, Jesus, son of Joseph, from 

Nazareth.”  

But Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come from Nazareth? ”Philip said to him, 

“Come and see.”  

Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Here is a true Israelite. 

There is no duplicity in him.” Nathanael said to him, “ How do you know me?” Jesus 

answered and said to him, “Before Philip called you, I saw you under the fig tree.” 
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Things to ponder: 
 

1. Nathanael’s world seemed to be crashing. He believed he was serving God as an 

architect, creating buildings to offer glory to God. We know the ‘rest of the story’. God 

wanted Nathanael in a different way; not what Nathanael envisioned. Would he have 

seen the light if he did not experience the crash (the dark valley)? Have you seen similar 

events in your life or in the lives of others? 

 

2. Mary and Ramah (and then Matthew) felt their lack of understanding of scriptures. Philip 

assured Matthew that he has not ‘missed the boat’; he’s just on a different ‘timeline’. Is it 

ever too late to read and study the Word of God? Can you imagine their joy to have our 

access to the internet and online tools like ‘You Tube’, to read scripture and be taught by 

top biblical scholars, or even to join a local bible study group? 

 

3. Jesus’ disciples were a rather eclectic group of individuals. Simon Peter wanted to mold 

them into a single, common ‘voice’. Jesus valued Simon Peter’s leadership skills, but 

emphasized the benefits of different talents, different ideas, and different voices. Can 

you see the benefits as we read the Acts of the Apostles during the Easter Season? Can 

you see the benefits in our own era? 

 

What about you?  
 

A. In one scene Philip and Matthew were recognizing (and accepting) the idea that they 

were outcasts. Do you or does anyone you know feel like an outcast? Our faith 

sometimes runs contrary to our culture. Does this sometimes make you feel like an 

outcast? Do you wear it bravely? How or where do you find support for your life choices 

based on your faith? 

 

B. Simon Peter is often playing ‘mother hen’, protecting Jesus and the disciples. He often 

seemed like the ‘older brother’, even to Jesus. This sometimes made him confrontational 

or overly aggressive; think about how he treated the stranger in the field (Philip) or 

Matthew (the tax collector, ‘odd ball’). Can we sometimes stifle others by being too 

protective of them, ‘looking out for them’? Maybe we could better serve them by giving 

them space, but being available to be a safety net (if they fall). 

 

C. Philip was sent by John the Baptist to Jesus. After Jesus arrived at the camp, they sat by 

the ‘fire pit’. Philip was ‘bold’ enough to ask, “What are your intentions”?  If you had the 

opportunity, what bold question would you ask Jesus? 

 


