
In this next series of 
Flocknote reflections, I 
want to explain, in 
greater detail, the 
process of seminary 
formation. What does it 
look like for a man to 
enter seminary and 
discern a call to and 
undergo formation for 
the priesthood? 

The first stage of 
formation is minor seminary. 

For Pittsburgh seminarians, minor seminary takes 
place at Saint Paul Seminary in Crafton. (Last year, 
the diocesan offices moved to the same campus on 
Noblestown Road.) Two groups of men combine to 
form the Saint Paul community: college 

seminarians, who 
have either some or 
no college 
coursework and need 
to complete a degree, 
and pre-theologians, 
who have at least a 
bachelor’s degree. I 
entered as a pre-
theologian in August 

2019, having just completed my undergraduate 
studies in communication at the University of 
Pittsburgh. 

The community lives at the seminary and travels to 
Franciscan University of Steubenville for classes. 
Courses range from ethics to metaphysics and from 
Old and New Testament to Christian morality. 
Coursework in philosophy (and some preliminary 
theology) prepares seminarians for theology 
studies, the next stage of formation. 

When we they are not studying, Saint Paul 
seminarians are engaging other dimensions of 
priestly formation, including spiritual (private and 
communal prayer, Mass, spiritual direction, and 
reading), human (exercise, recreation, formation 
meetings and conferences, sharing meals), and 
pastoral (conferences, apostolic works - service to 
the wider community). 

In short, minor seminary introduces men to a life and 
rhythm of prayer, study, recreation, and fraternity. 
Next time, we will consider the second step in 
formation: theology or major seminary! 
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