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O Holy Spirit, help me to recognize You in the Scriptures 

and in the Chosen Episodes, which are based upon your 

inspired Word. Open my mind to accept in faith Your 

truths, even before I am granted right understanding. 

 

 

Scripture References: 
 

 

John 5:5-9  One man was there who had been ill for 38 years. When Jesus saw him 

lying there and knew that he had been ill for a long time, he said to him, “ Do you want 

to be well?” The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool 

when the water is stirred up; while I am on my way someone gets down there before 

me.” Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up your mat, and walk.” Immediately the man 

became well, took up his mat, and walked. Now that day was the sabbath. 

 

 

Deuteronomy 16:16  Three times a year, then, all your males shall appear before the 

Lord, your God, in the place which he will choose: at the feast of Unleavened Bread, at 

the feast of Weeks, and at the feast of Booths. 

 

 

Zephaniah 3:19-20 At that time I will deal with all who oppress you; I will save the lame 

and assemble the outcasts; I will give them praise and renown in every land where they 

were shamed. At that time I will bring you home, and at that time I will gather you; for I 

will give you renown and praise, among all the people of the earth, when I bring about 

your restoration before your very eyes, says the Lord. 

  

 

John 5:10-13 So the Jews said to the man who was cured, “It is the sabbath, and it is 

not lawful for you to carry your mat.” He answered them, “The man who made me well 

told me, ‘Take it up and walk.’” They asked him, “Who is the man who told you, ‘Take it 

up and walk.’?”  The man who was healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had 

slipped away, since there was a crowd there. 
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Things to ponder: 
 

1. For 38 years Jesse (name not in scripture) was not able to walk. For twenty 

some years he waited by the Pool at Bethesda. Did he lose hope? But, he 

remained by the pool. How can some folk keep hope against all odds? 

 

2. Jesus invited Simon Peter, John and Matthew to accompany him to visit Jesse at 

the Bethesda Pool. Do you suppose the reason was so that they would include 

this miracle in their new testament accounts? -or- What lesson / teaching do you 

suppose he wanted them to learn? 

 

3. Shmuel was preaching to the people, warning them about false prophets. 1 John 

4:1 also warns us of false prophets: “Beloved, do not trust every spirit but test the 

spirits to see whether they belong to God, because many false prophets have 

gone out into the world.” Do you listen only to someone’s words? Do you watch 

someone’s actions? Do their actions and their words agree -or- are they 

different? Is it their actions or their words that tell the truth? How do you test the 

truth? 

 

 

What about you?  
 

A. Simon the Zealot left his brother, Jesse, to pursue what he thought was a noble 

endeavor. Obviously, he loved his brother. Could he have done a better job of 

balancing his ‘noble pursuits’ with his love for his brother? Have we sometimes 

gotten our priorities out of balance? 

 

B. The characters referred to scripture to lead (or justify) their actions: the disciples 

preparing for the Feast of Booths; Simon, the Zealot, planning to kill Israel's 

oppressors; Shmuel warning against false prophets; Mary acknowledging true 

prophecies that seemed ‘impossible’.  How do we properly use scripture to 

influence our decisions? 

 

C. The Jews kept the feasts of Unleavened Bread, Weeks and Booths. We, 

Catholics, keep the Octave of Christmas, the Octave of Easter and the Holy Days 

of obligation. Keeping the 4th Commandment the Jews gather to worship on 

Saturday and we, Catholic, gather to worship on Sunday. Jesus is the fulfillment 

of prophecies about the Messiah. Can we really understand the New Testament 

without a knowledge of the Old Testament?  
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