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O Holy Spirit, help me to recognize You in the Scriptures 

and in the Chosen Episodes, which are based upon your 

inspired Word. Open my mind to accept in faith Your 

truths, even before I am granted right understanding. 

 

 

Scripture References: 
 

 

Deuteronomy 18:18,20  I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their 

kindred, and will put my words into the mouth of the prophet; the prophet shall tell them 

all that I command…  But if a prophet presumes to speak a word in my name that I have 

not commanded, or speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die. 

 

 

John 5:12-16 They asked him, “Who is the man who told you, ‘Take it up and walk.’?”  

The man who was healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had slipped away, since 

there was a crowd there. After this Jesus found him in the temple area and said to him, 

“Look, you are well; do not sin anymore, so that nothing worse may happen to you.” The 

man went and told the Jews that Jesus was the one who had made him well. Therefore, 

the Jews began to persecute Jesus because he did this on a sabbath. 

 

 

Mark 6:17-19 Herod was the one who had John arrested and bound in prison on 

account of Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip, whom he had married. John had said 

to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” Herodias harbored a 

grudge against him and wanted to kill him but was unable to do so. 

 

 

John 1:21-23 So they asked him, “What are you then? Are you Elijah?” And he said, “I 

am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” He answered, “No.” So they said to him, “Who are you, 

so we can give an answer to those who sent us? What do you have to say for yourself?” 

He said, “I am, ‘the voice of one crying out in the desert, “Make straight the way of the 

Lord.”’ as Isaiah the prophet said.” 
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Things to ponder: 
 

1. Jesus and John the Baptist were related, cousins. They did not grow up in the 

same town. Jesus was raised in Nazareth in Galilee and John was from a town in 

Judah. This episode shows them discussing their roles, their missions. Does this 

surprise you? Does this seem plausible? 

 

 

2. Shmuel and Yanni are intent on prosecuting Jesus as a false prophet and for 

violating the sabbath rules. They seem to be well educated in the rules / laws of 

the Jewish Tradition. Are their motives evil or good? Are they following the ‘letter 

of the law” or the “spirit of the law”? 

 

 

3. Simon the Zealot is identified in the Gospels. His being the brother of Jesse is 

not. This episode and the last episode create a believable scenario where a 

zealot could be attracted to Jesus and be welcomed as a disciple. How does a 

zealot warrior fit in Jesus’ ministry? 

 

 

What about you?  
 

A. Mary Magdalene was obviously troubled even before her encounter with the 

possessed man. It appears that she is re-visiting her past life.  Are there things in 

your past that you would like to forget? Are there times that your past calls you 

back? How do you combat this? 

 

  

B. Simon the Zealot was anxious to welcome the Messiah, Jesus. He is surprised to 

start to learn that Jesus is not the warrior Messiah he was expecting. Do we 

(you) sometimes have expectations of God (Jesus)? When God does not meet 

our expectations, do we fault God -or- do we re-examine our expectations? 

 

 

C. John the Baptist encourages Jesus to ‘hurry up’, to pick up the pace. Jesus 

cautions John to be less impetuous, to ‘think before he speaks’. They both 

acknowledged that: if they are following the will of God, they can not be wrong. 

How do you know God’s will for you? How do you know you are correctly 

following His will? 

 


