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Taking it Home #7: The Church, Kingdom of God
Hello everyone!
	Did you know that Jesus never wrote anything down for us? Many people wrote about Jesus, and we see this in the Bible. In the Old Testament, prophets wrote about him hundreds of years before he came; and after he ascended back into Heaven people wrote about his life on Earth, which we read about in the four Gospels. But Jesus himself never wrote a book for us. 
	So if Jesus didn’t come to write us a book, what did he come to do? For one thing, he came to bridge the gap between God and man. He gave his life and passed through death and rose from the dead to pave the way for us to do the same. But he also came for one other really important reason. He came to start a Church. The founding fathers of our country didn’t just write documents (Declaration of Independence, Constitution, etc.), they started a country!
	You might have heard some Christians say that all you need is the Bible. But at many points in the Bible, especially in the New Testament, it says to “hold fast to the traditions that are passed down to you.”   As Catholics, we believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of God. But we also believe in Sacred Tradition, which means we believe that Jesus also handed on other things to us through the Apostles. We read in the Bible that Jesus made the twelve apostles his first priests. He gave them the power to forgive sins and transform the bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Jesus at Mass. Jesus started a Church, which is his Kingdom here on Earth. Just like in a kingdom of old, our King (Jesus) appointed someone to be a steward in his absence. This was St. Peter. Jesus made St. Peter the head of the Church and the first steward. The title we give to the person who has Peter’s position in the Church “Pope”. 
	The Church is the name that we give to God’s Kingdom. It is much more than a place where we go on Sundays. It doesn’t just include the people on Earth, but all of the people throughout history who belonged to the Church. The people who are in Heaven are referred to as the “Church Triumphant” because they have “triumphed” and made it there. The people who have died and are being purified in Purgatory are referred to as the “Church Suffering”, because they are going through this process of letting go of worldly attachments which can be a painful task. All of us who are members of the Church on Earth are called the “Church Militant”, because we are called to fight evil in the world and introduce people to the love of Jesus. 
	Jesus’ mission to Earth was a giant “rescue mission”. God became a man to lead man back to God. He came to rescue us, but in a sense he also did so on enemy territory. Jesus was killed because he claimed to be God and he was a threat to the political leaders of his time. He came and started a Church in enemy territory, where it was persecuted for hundreds of years and is persecuted even today in some parts of the world. There are areas of the world where you would be killed for wearing a cross or calling yourself a Christian. The Church is persecuted just like Jesus was. But just like Jesus, she will rise from the ashes of defeat to resurrection and new life.
	 Things to Remember:
· The Church is God’s Kingdom on Earth
· Being part of the Church is an incredible blessing! We are part of the very institution that Jesus started
· There is often corruption in the Church, this is because the Church, though divine is also human. Our human leaders fall short and “drop the ball”, but the teachings remain true, good, and beautiful
· The Sacraments are one of the greatest gifts we are given and were given to us by Jesus.
Challenge of the Week:
· Your challenge this week is to go to Mass and bring your prayer journal. Write one thing that stood out to you or something new you learned from either the readings or the homily. If your family doesn’t usually go to Mass, try asking them to go this week. If you are still unable to make it, find the Sunday readings for the week (you can Google it) and read them and write something you learned from them or a question about them.

                                                                                                                                                      God bless y’all!
                                           									Jonah

[bookmark: _GoBack]Saints of the Week!
St. Peter
[image: See the source image]	St. Peter was our very first Pope! I love reading about St. Peter in the Bible, because we see how human he was and we get a great sense of what his personality must have been like. He made some pretty serious mistakes, but God still chose him to lead his people. Peter was a native Jewish man who, alongside his brother Andrew, was a fisherman. The two of them were some of the first called by Jesus to be disciples. Jesus was teaching from Peter’s boat to the crowds on the shore. He told Peter to put the nets out for a catch. Peter, an experienced fisherman, told Jesus they had gone all night and not caught anything. He knows it is not the time to catch fish, yet the nets are filled to the point of bursting.
	Some time after this, Jesus went to pray by himself in the hills and told the twelve apostles to boat to the other side. But in the night, a great storm came up and the men were terrified. Jesus came walking across the water and told them not to be afraid. Peter, in a great moment of faith, called back, “If it is really you, Lord, command me to walk on the water to you”. Jesus said “Come”. Peter was able to walk on water briefly, but fear soon crept into his heart and he took his eyes of Jesus and began to sink. We read that Jesus “immediately” pulled him out. 
	Peter is the first person to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, the savior of Israel that God promised he would send. Jesus gives Peter the keys to the Kingdom of Heaven. The keeper of the keys was an important figure in the old Israelite kingdom. They managed the kingdom in the absence of the king. This was the moment that Jesus made Peter our first Pope. 
	Thought Peter shows great faith at moments like this, he also makes some big mistakes. When Jesus told his apostles he would have to go to his death, Peter boldly proclaimed he would follow him to the end. Jesus told him, “Before the rooster crows twice you will deny me three times”, and that is exactly what happens. Peter denies knowing Jesus, and runs away and weeps bitterly. After the Resurrection, the disciples are fishing once more. They see a man on shore who tells them to let their nets down. Once again the nets are full to bursting. St. John, another Apostle, recognizes it is the Lord. Peter takes off his tunic and dives into the water, making it to shore before the boats. We don’t know what words were said between him and Jesus, but after the rest of the Apostles arrive at shore Jesus once again askes Peter to lead. Years later, the church was being persecuted. Peter was leading the Church from Rome, where it was particularly bad. While Peter was fleeing the city, he saw a vision of Jesus walking back to Rome. Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?”. Jesus replied, “To be crucified once more”. The vision ended, and Peter turned around and went back to Rome where he gave his life as a witness. He was killed, but some Christians were able to recover his body and give him a proper burial. St. Peter’s Cathedral in Vatican City (the Catholic Church “Capital” where the Pope lives”) was built over his burial site. 
“And I tell you that you are Peter (which means “rock”), and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.”
~Matthew 16:18
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	St. Teresa of Avila was born in Spain in 1515, less than twenty years after Christopher Columbus opened up passage across the Atlantic. Two years after she was born, the Protestant Reformation (when a bunch of people broke away from the Catholic Church to start their own denominations) began. She had a harsh father, who was extremely strict. She became very rebellious, interested only in boys, clothes flirting, and finding new ways to rebel. When she was sixteen, her father sent her to a convent, which she ended up loving because she had more freedom there than at home. She decided to stay and become a nun, but did so because it was a place she could hide and sin as she would please. She tried praying off and on, but was more concerned with gossip, looking pretty, and world things. 
	After eighteen years of living life like this, Teresa became very sick with malaria. She had a seizure and slipped into a coma to wake up four days later and discover that her religious sisters had dug a grave for her. She was paralyzed for three years, but slowly began to heal. During this time, she began to pray with words in her mind instead of focusing on the spoken prayers they were supposed to say in her religious order. She began to have incredible experiences in prayer, where she would feel God’s presence intimately. Over time, she began to undergo an inner transformation into a saint. She decided it was time to reform her religious order. She started a new convent, which upset a lot of her religious sisters and the townspeople.
	St. Teresa was joyful as only saints are. Her philosophy was that if you did something wrong, don’t punish yourself but make the changes necessary to prevent it from happening anymore. She was told to write an autobiography and did so (which we can read to this day). She also wrote many other spiritual classics. In her early fifties, she began opening more convents. In her travels, she faced burning temperatures in the sun, frigid ice and snow in the winter, thieves, rat-infested inns, and opposition from people within the Church itself. She often had to enter a town secretly at night in order to not cause a riot because of how controversial a figure she was. 
	Over her time, her idea that prayer should be of the heart as well as the mind began to spread across Europe. The convents she opened became places where people could come to be served, treated, fed, and encounter God’s love. Her love and charity, as well as her wit and sass, made her very popular. She is known as one of the greatest reformers in Church history. 
	At many times in the Church’s history, the Church was in great need of reform and repentance to come back to God. Saints like St. Teresa of Avila lead the way in this process. 
"For mental prayer in my opinion is nothing else than an intimate sharing between friends; it means taking time frequently to be alone with him who we know loves us. The important thing is not to think much but to love much and so do that which best stirs you to love. Love is not great delight but desire to please God in everything."
~St. Teresa of Avila
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