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Taking it Home: The Life of Christ
Hello Everyone!
	 Welcome back! I hope all of you had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! I know that everyone is probably in a different place as we get ready to start this second half. Some of you may be excited to be back; others may be dreading it. No matter what, know that this is a place where you can be as real and as raw as you would like. The core team and I are so excited to welcome you back and share the faith with you. 
	Over your winter break, we asked you to pick one of the four Gospels to read. The Bible is the word of God, and the Gospels are the most important books in the Bible because they tell us all about the life of Jesus Christ. Each of us is called to a personal relationship with Jesus. He wants to be a part of every aspect of your life, but he also wants to share every aspect of his own life with you.  Jesus is fully God and fully man. He is our savior. There is no salvation for us without Jesus. God became a man so that man could be like God. By uniting ourselves fully to Christ, we are united to God. 
	If you’ve ever taken Spanish, you know that there are two verbs for the English word “to know”. One of them means knowing facts about something, and the other means knowing something (someone) on a personal level,  as a friend or family member. How well do you know Jesus, and what kind of knowledge do you have of him? Do you know him personally, as a friend and someone who is always there for you? Or do you only know things about him because of stories you’ve heard at Church or in movies? There are two ways we can really get to know Jesus better. The first is reading Scripture, especially about his life in the Gospels. The second is praying to him; taking time to speak to him and taking time to listen. The prayer journals are great for helping us learn how to pray in this way. 
	No matter what, know this: Jesus loves you. He gave his life for you, to conquer death so that one day you too could pass to eternal life. Open your hearts up to Jesus and let him in. It will bring you more peace and joy than you can imagine. Allowing him to lead our life is the greatest adventure we can embark on.
	
	 Things to Remember:
· There are four Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John
· They tell Jesus’s life story from different perspectives
· Reading the Gospel’s is one of the best ways we can get to know Jesus more
· Jesus loves you and wants to share his life with you
· In return, he wants to be in every part of your life
· To be a disciple means to follow Jesus



Going Deeper :
Continue to use your prayer journals and continue to go deeper in prayer. Try and make it a daily habit if you are able! For those of you who want to dive deeper into  Scripture, check out the book of Genesis! We will be talking about it next week. Your small group leader may have assigned a challenge of the week to you. Be sure to do it if that is the case!

                                         										Jonah


Saints of the Week! – Special Edition: The Four Gospel Writers


St. Matthew
The first of the four Gospels was written by a man named Matthew. Matthew was a tax collector, which in Jesus’ times would have made him very unpopular with just about everybody. It was generally believed that tax collector’s were dishonest and charged much more than they needed to. 
It was while Matthew was working at one of these collection booths that Jesus approached him and told him to come and follow him. From that moment forward Matthew followed Jesus. He was one of the Twelve Apostles, and after Jesus ascended into Heaven he proclaimed the Gospel. Though little is known for sure about his death, it is believed that he died a martyr somewhere around Ethiopia. He is the patron saint of bankers. 

St. Mark
	Mark (also called John Mark in some places in Scripture) was not one of the Twelve Apostles, and he did not know Jesus personally when he walked the Earth like they did, but he did know some of the Apostles very well. Part of his story is recounted in the Acts of the Apostles, which is the book immediately after the Gospels.
	Mark was a companion of St. Paul and St. Barnabas on Paul’s first missionary journey. The three of them went to places who knew nothing about Jesus and brought the Gospel message there, though Mark left not long into the journey and returned home, which upset Paul. We know that the two later reconciled, because Mark was one of Paul’s companions in Rome while he was awaiting his execution. 
	Mark was also very close with St. Peter, the first Pope and one of Jesus’ closest companions. His Gospel is based largely on Peter’s teachings about Jesus’ life, which is super cool to think about! His Gospel account is the shortest of the four, which makes it a great place to start learning more about Jesus and get to know him more!



St. Luke
St. Luke is unique among the Gospel writers in that he was not a Jewish man before his conversion to Christianity. His Gospel, therefore, is written in a way that the Gentiles (non-Jewish people) could understand it better. He was also a doctor, and had great attention to detail. Like Mark, he accompanied St. Paul on one of his missionary journeys. In fact, Luke was the one who recorded these journeys in his book Acts of the Apostles, which he wrote as a sort of “sequel” to his Gospel. 
Luke took great interest in the historical background of Jesus’ life, and it is in his Gospel that we find the Infancy Narratives (which contain the stories of Jesus’ birth). It is believed that Luke recorded these directly from speaking with Mary, Jesus’ mother. It is also believed that St. Luke painted the famous image of Mary, the “Black Madonna” which is in Poland. He is the patron of doctors and painters. 

St. John
	John is referred to as “the beloved disciple” in his Gospel. Though we already had him as a “Saint of the Week” several weeks ago which told a lot about his life, we will briefly look at what sets his Gospel apart from the others. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Like St. Matthew, John was one of Jesus’ Twelve Apostles. Unlike St. Matthew, he was a young boy when he became a disciple. He wrote his Gospel much later than the other three Gospel’s, most likely to fill in what he thought might have been missing. For that reason, it is very different in tone and structure than the others. Reading John’s Gospel in middle school was  huge turning point in my faith journey. There is something about it which feels so epic. He starts his Gospel with the words, “In the beginning”, just like the first book of the Bible, to show that in Christ a new creation is coming which we can all enter into. In Jesus we are made new.  
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