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Taking it Home: Genesis and the Fall
Hello Everyone!
	This week at Ignite we learned about the first book of Bible, Genesis, and some of the stories contained within it. We learned about Creation, and about mankind’s fall from grace, as well as some of the stories from the earliest days of our history. The important thing to remember is that after the fall, all of mankind had something called original sin. This sin cuts us off from God, and God had to reach down to restore us through covenants (which we’ll talk more about next week). Because of the separation caused by sin, a huge gap was created between God and man. On our own, we never could have bridged the gap, so God had to do it for us. God became a man in Jesus Christ and gave us the Sacraments to restore us. Jesus is often called the “New Adam”, because he won for us that which was lost by Adam. 
	
	 Things to Remember:
· The fall was a devastating historical event that cut mankind off from God
· We see the effects of the fall in some of the stories in the Bible, but also in our broken world today
· Though the fall was terrible, the gift of Jesus Christ helps us to be better off than Adam and Eve would have been before the fall, if we say yes to God and allow him to transform us

Going Deeper :
Continue to use your prayer journals and continue to go deeper in prayer. Try and make it a daily habit if you are able! For those of you who want to dive deeper into  Scripture, the next part we will be looking at is the Exodus account. We will be talking about it next week. Your small group leader may have assigned a challenge of the week to you. Be sure to do it if that is the case!
                                         										Jonah

Saints of the Week! – Adam and Eve


[bookmark: _GoBack][image: http://www.rekindle.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Adam-and-Eve-300x300.jpg]Alright, so technically Adam and Eve are not understood as saints in the same way as the others we have looked at this year, but technically they are! They even have their own feast day, which is the day before Christmas (December 24th). Why are they given a feast day and why can we call them saints? Our church’s tradition tells us that Adam and Eve repented of their sin, and even though they were not able to get back into the garden of Eden, they went on to live holy lives and became the parents of the human race. After Adam and Eve died, they were not able to go to heaven right away because Jesus had not come yet. But after Jesus’ death, he broke the chains of death for all of God’s people who died before him and they were able to enter into paradise. Therefore, since they are in Heaven, they are saints! All of us are called to be saints and spend eternity with God in Heaven, but the road to get there is difficult. Stay close to God and put all of your trust in him and you too will be a saint someday! 
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