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Taking it Home 2.5: The Prophets
(Quick note: if you miss a week of Ignite, be sure to grab the previous week’s “Taking It Home” sheet on stbonaventureYM.com/igniteparents)
 Hello! 
	Last week, we learned about the Kingdom of the Israelites which was formed centuries before Jesus was born. The greatest king that the Israelites had (before the kingdom was split in two) was a man named David, and we call it the “Davidic Kingdom” because of him. Unfortunately for God’s people, due to civil wars and a huge split in the kingdom, the enemies of the Israelites were able to conquer them easily. 
	God’s people were back in exile. They were once again under the authority of other nations, just like they were in Egypt. During this time of exile and dispersion, God began to speak to his people through the voice of the Prophets. The prophets guided God’s people, and spoke of his plan of redemption. They also told the people that if they did not repent of the evil deeds they committed, God would continue to withdraw his hand from them and refuse to help them against their enemies. The prophets told God’s people that God wanted his people to be good and holy, a light for all of the other nations. Many of the famous prophets also were writers, and wrote books that are in the Old Testament of the Bible. Other prophetic books tell about the lives of some these prophets.   
	One of the biggest messages that the prophets delivered to God’s people was than an anointed one, or “Messiah”, would come to save them. He would be a descendant of King David, and the true heir to the Davidic Kingdom. He would start a new kingdom which would have no end. Sound familiar? It’s Jesus! Jesus is the king of the Catholic Church. He founded the Church to be his kingdom in the world. And you know what else is crazy? The Prophets had a lot more prophecies about Jesus than simply the one that he would be an heir of King David. One prophet, Isaiah, is actually jokingly called a “fifth gospel” because he wrote so much about Jesus’ life, except it was written 600-700 years before he lived! The prophets foretold things such as Jesus birthplace (Bethlehem- which means “House of Bread”), that he would be whipped and scourged, that he would be betrayed by one of his closest friends (Judas), that he would die a terrible death to save mankind, that no bones would be broken on him, that people wouldn’t tear his cloak after his death but instead gamble over it, etc. You can find hundreds of small little details about Jesus that are found in the writings of the prophets. 
	 Things to Remember:
· The Davidic Kingdom split down the middle in civil war. After this, God’s people were in exile, conquered by the other nations.
· God spoke to his people through the mouths of his prophets. Among their words of comfort and calling for God’s people to repent, they also gave prophesy about a Messiah to come.
· The Messiah to come is Jesus, he fulfills the prophecies. The old Davidic Kingdom passed away, but the eternal kingdom of God, the Church, will never disappear. 
Going Deeper :
Keep doing your prayer journal! Read a little bit of Scripture every day, especially the Gospels! I am praying for you all!
											God bless all of you,
                                         										Jonah
Heroes of the Bible!
Both of our heroes of the Bible this week did mighty deeds for God and his people. They are examples of courage in the face of great danger! 
[image: See the source image]Judith     
	The story of Judith takes place at a time when a massive army of Assyrians (some of the “bad guys” who  were out to get the Jewish people) are on the move, marching towards Jerusalem. A small town in the path of the bad guys is asked to take a stand and try to block the Assyrian armies movements. The small town is soon besieged and surrounded.
Just when it seems like they have lost hope, a widow named Judith steps forward. All of the elders and townspeople know Judith for her great wisdom, and when she tells them she is going to do a mighty deed and that the Lord will deliver his people through her hand, they believe her, even though she tells them she won’t tell them what it is until after the deed is done. The elders of the town give her their blessing to do what she is called to.  
Judith sneaks out of the town into the enemy camp. She tricks the enemy general into drinking tons of wine, and while he is passed out she cuts off his head. She and her maid then snuck back to town. Without their general, the Assyrians were scattered and the Israelites were saved.
Judas Maccabeus
[image: See the source image]You’ve heard of Judas who was Jesus’ traitor, but have you heard of Judas Maccabeus? Judas Maccabeus lived during the times of the Jewish dispersion in between the time of the prophets and Jesus’ arrival. This time, it was the Greeks who were ruling over Jerusalem. The Greeks desecrated God’s Temple, and were forcing the Jewish people to stop practicing their religion. Many Jewish people were martyred for their faith. When the Greeks try to force the priest, Mattathias, to worship their gods, he refuses and goes into the wilderness with his sons and start a rebellion against them. 
Mattathias dies soon after, and his son Judas (Maccabeus) takes over as the leader of the rebellion. Judas leads the Jewish people to many victorious battles. He is so successful, that they actually manage to recapture Jerusalem from the Greeks. This was a miracle in itself. This small group of rebels managed to defeat the greatest army at the time. At this time, they rededicated the Temple (the Jewish holiday of Hanukkah celebrates this day), and many people thought that Judas Maccabeus was the Messiah that the prophets spoke of. They were expecting and wanting a political messiah to set them free from their persecutors. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]  Unfortunately, the victory didn’t last. Jerusalem was once more captured by “bad guys” and the Jewish people forced to live under another. The Maccabean revolt did not bring about the eternal kingdom the Jewish people wanted. Judas was killed in a great battle, and over time the rebellion ended. Eventually, the Romans came to rule the known world, and they were the ones ruling over Jerusalem. The stage was now set for the arrival of the true Messiah, Jesus Christ, whose kingdom would be eternal, yet not of this world. 
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