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ORDER OF BAPTISM 

FOR ONE CHILD 

RITE OF RECEIVING THE CHILD 

72. Baptism should be celebrated, insofar as possible, on a Sunday,
the day on which the Church recalls the Paschal Mystery, with the
attendance of a large number of the faithful, or at least of the rela
tives, friends, and neighbors, and with their active participation.

f 

73. It is for the father and mother, together with the godparents, to
present the child to the Church for Baptism.

74. The faithful sing a suitable Psalm or hymn, if circumstances
allow. Meanwhile, the Priest or Deacon celebrant, wearing an alb or
surplice and stole, and even a cope, in a festive color, goes with the
ministers to the door of the church, or to that part of the church
where the parents and godparents are gathered with the child.

75. The celebrant greets those present, especially the parents and
godparents, recalling in a few words the joy with which the parents
received their child as a gift from God, who is the source of all life
and who now wishes to bestow his own life on him (her). He may
use these or similar words:

Dear parents and godparents: 
Your family has experienced great joy 

at the birth of your child, 
and the Church shares your happiness. 
Today this joy has brought you to the Church 
to give thanks to God for the gift of your child 
and to celebrate a new birth in the waters of Baptism. 
This community rejoices with you, 
for today the number of those baptized in Christ 

will be increased, 
and we offer you our support in raising your child 
in the practice of the faith. 
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Therefore, brothers and sisters, 
let us now prepare ourselves to participate 

in this celebration, 
listening to God's Word, praying for this child 

and his (her) family, 
and renewing our commitment to the Lord 

and to his people. 

76. The celebrant first asks the parents of the child:

What name do you give (or: have you given)your child? 

Parents: 

N. 

Celebrant: 

What do you ask of God's Church for N.? 

Parents: 

Baptism. 

The celebrant may choose other words for this dialogue. 

The first reply may be given by another person if, according to local 
custom, this person has the right to give the name. 

In the second reply, the parents may use other words: e.g., Faith or 
The grace of Christ or Entry into the Church or Eternal life. 

77. Then the celebrant addresses the parents in these or similar
words:

In asking for Baptism for your child, 
you are undertaking the responsibility 
of raising him (her) in the faith, 

so that, keeping God's commandments, 

he (she) may love the Lord and his (her) neighbor 

as Christ has taught us. 
Do you understand this responsibility? 

Parents: 

We do. 

Order of Baptism for One Child 

78. Then turning to the godparents, the celebrant asks in these or
similar words:

Are you ready to help the parents of this child 
in their duty? 

Godparents: 

We are (I am). 

79. Then the celebrant continues, saying:

N., the Church of God receives you with great joy. 

In her name I sign you with the Sign of the Cross 

of Christ our Savior; 
then, after me, your parents (and godparents) 

will do the same. 

And, without saying anything, he signs the child on the forehead. 
Afterwards he invites the parents, and if it seems appropriate, the 
godparents, to do the same. 

80. The celebrant invites the parents, godparents, and others pres
ent to take part in the celebration of the Word of God. If circum
stances permit, a procession to the appointed place takes place with
singing (e.g., Psalm 85 [84]:7-9ab).

Psalm 85 (84):7-9ab 

Will you not restore again our life, 
that your people may rejoice in you? 

Show us, 0 LORD, your mercy, 
and grant us your salvation. 

I will hear what the LORD God speaks; 
he speaks of peace for his people and his faithful. 

SACRED CELEBRATION OF THE WORD OF GOD 

BIBLICAL READINGS AND HOMILY 

81. If it seems appropriate, one, or even two, of the following pas
sages is read, while all are seated.

Mt 28:18-20: Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, bap
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit(no. 205, page 140). 
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Mk 1 :9-11: Jesus was baptized in the Jordan by John (no. 206, page 
140). 

Mk 10:13-16: Let the children come to me; do not prevent them 
(no. 207, page 141). 

Jn 3:1-6: No one can see the Kingdom of God without being born 
from above (no. 209, page 144). 

The passages that are to be found at nos. 186-194, pages 124-132, 
and 204-215, pages 139-149, or others suited to the wishes or 
needs of the parents, may also be chosen. 

Between the Readings, the Responsorial Psalms or the Verses pro
vided in nos. 195-203, pages 133-138, may be sung. 

82. After the Reading, the celebrant preaches a brief homily in
which light is shed on what has been read, and those present are led
to a deeper understanding of the mystery of Baptism and to a more
eager fulfillment of the responsibility that arises from it, especially
for parents and godparents.

83. After the Homily, or after the Litany, or even during the Litany,
it is recommended that there be a period of silence in which all, in
vited by the celebrant, pray in their hearts. There follows, if the situ
ation warrants, a suitable liturgical song, chosen, for example, from
among those provided in nos. 225-245, pages 162-165.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 

84. Then the Prayer of the Faithful takes place.

Celebrant: 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

let us invoke the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 

for this child about to receive the grace of Baptism, 

and for his (her) parents, godparents, and all the baptized. 

Lector: 

Give this child new birth in Baptism 

through the radiant divine mystery 

of your Death and Resurrection, 

and join him (her) to your holy Church: 

All: 

Lord, we ask you, hear our prayer. 

Order of Baptism for One Child 

Lector: 

Make him (her) a faithful disciple and witness 

to your Gospel 

through Baptism and Confirmation: 

All: 

Lord, we ask you, hear our prayer. 

Lector: 

Lead him (her) through holiness of life 
to the joys of the heavenly Kingdom: 

All: 

Lord, we ask you, hear our prayer. 

Lector: 

Make his (her) parents and godparents 
a shining example of the faith to this child: 

All: 

Lord, we ask you, hear our prayer. 

Lector: 

Keep his (her) family always in your love: 

All: 

Lord, we ask you, hear our prayer. 

Lector: 

Renew the grace of Baptism in each of us: 

All: 

Lord, we ask you, hear our prayer. 

Other optional formulas, nos. 217-220, pages 150-156. 

85. Afterwards, the celebrant invites those present to invoke the
aid of the Saints:

Holy Mary, Mother of God, 

Saint John the Baptist, 

Saint Joseph, 

Saint Peter and Saint Paul, 

pray for us. 

pray for us. 

pray for us. 

pray for us. 
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It is good to add the names of other Saints, especially the Patron 
Saint of the child or of the church or of the place. Then the Litany 
concludes: 

All holy men and women, Saints of God, pray for us. 

Optional extended form of the Litany, no. 220A, pages 157-158. 

PRAYER OF EXORCISM AND ANOINTING BEFORE BAPTISM 

86. After the invocation, the celebrant says:

Almighty and ever-living God, 
who sent your Son into the world 

to drive out from us the power of Satan, 
the spirit of evil, 

and bring the human race, rescued from darkness, 

into the marvelous Kingdom of your light: 
we humbly beseech you 
to free this child from Original Sin, 
to make him (her) the temple of your glory, 

and to grant that your Holy Spirit 

may dwell in him (her). 

Through Christ our Lord. 

All: 

Amen. 

Another formula for the Prayer of Exorcism, no. 221, page 158. 

87. The celebrant continues:

May the strength of Christ the Savior protect you. 

As a sign of this we anoint you with the oil of salvation 

in the same Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

All: 

Amen. 

The celebrant anoints the child on the breast with the Oil of Cate
chumens. 

Order of Baptism for One Child 

88. In the United States, if, for serious reasons, the celebrant judges
it pastorally necessary or desirable, the Anointing before Baptism
may be omitted. In that case, the celebrant says:

May the strength of Christ the Savior protect you; 
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

All: 

Amen. 

And immediately, without saying anything, he lays his hand on the 
child. 

89. Then they proceed to the baptistery, or, if circumstances sug
gest, to the sanctuary, if the Baptism is celebrated there.

CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM 

90. When they have come to the font, the celebrant briefly reminds
those present of the wonderful plan of God, who willed to sanctify
the human soul and body through water. He may do this in these or
similar words:

Let us pray, dear brothers and sisters, 
that the Lord God Almighty may bestow new life 

on this child 

by water and the Holy Spirit. 

Or: 

Dear brothers and sisters, 
you know that God graciously bestows 
his abundant life through the sacrament of water 

on those who believe. 

Let us then raise our minds to him, 
and with one heart pray 
that he may be pleased to pour out his grace from this font 

upon this chosen one. 
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The celebrant touches the water with his right hand and continues: 

' 

• - . 

May the power of the Holy Spirit, 0 Lord, we pray, 

- •
- • 

through your Son into the fullness of this font, 

come down 

. - • I'." 
so that all who have been buried with Christ by Baptism in-to death 

e . 
- . 

. 
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and ev-er. WA - men. 
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Text without music: 

0 God, who by invisible power 
accomplish a wondrous effect 
through sacramental signs 
and who in many ways have prepared water, 

your creation, 
to show forth the grace of Baptism; 

0 God, whose Spirit 
in the first moments of the world's creation 
hovered over the waters, 
so that the very substance of water 
would even then take to itself the power to sanctify; 

0 God, who by the outpouring of the flood 
foreshadowed regeneration, 
so that from the mystery of one and the same 

element of water 
would come an end to vice and a beginning of virtue; 

0 God, who caused the children of Abraham 
to pass dry-shod through the Red Sea, 
so that the chosen people, 
set free from slavery to Pharaoh, 
would prefigure the people of the baptized; 

0 God, whose Son, 
baptized by John in the waters of the Jordan, 
was anointed with the Holy Spirit, 
and, as he hung upon the Cross, 
gave forth water from his side along with blood, 
and after his Resurrection, commanded his disciples: 
"Go forth, teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit," 
look now, we pray, upon the face of your Church 
and graciously unseal for her the fountain of Baptism. 
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May this water receive by the Holy Spirit 
the grace of your Only Begotten Son, 
so that human nature, created in your image 
and washed clean through the Sacrament of Baptism 
from all the squalor of the life of old, 

may be found worthy to rise to the life 

of newborn children 
through water and the Holy Spirit. 

The celebrant touches the water with his right hand and continues: 

May the power of the Holy Spirit, 
0 Lord, we pray, 
come down through your Son 

into the fullness of this font, 
so that all who have been buried with Christ 
by Baptism into death 
may rise again to life with him. 

Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

All: 

Amen. 

Other optional formulas, nos. 223-224, pages 159-162. 

92. During Easter Time, however, if the baptismal water has been
consecrated at the Easter Vigil, so that the Baptism may not lack the
element of thanksgiving and petition, the blessing and invocation of
God over the water takes place in accordance with the formulas
found in nos. 223-224, using the textual variation given at the end
of these same formulas.

RENUNCIATION OF SIN AND PROFESSION OF FAITH 

93. The celebrant instructs the parents and godparents in these
words:

Order of Baptism for One Child 

Dear parents and godparents: 
through the Sacrament of Baptism 
the child you have presented 
is about to receive from the love of God 
new life by water and the Holy Spirit. 

For your part, you must strive to bring him (her) up 
in the faith, 

so that this divine life may be preserved 

from the contagion of sin, 

and may grow in him (her) day by day. 

If your faith makes you ready to accept this responsibility, 
then, mindful of your own Baptism, 
renounce sin and profess faith in Christ Jesus, 
the faith of the Church, 
in which children are baptized. 

94. Then the celebrant questions the parents and godparents:

Do you renounce Satan? 

Parents and godparents: 

I do. 

Celebrant: 

And all his works? 

Parents and godparents: 

I do. 

Celebrant: 

And all his empty show? 

Parents and godparents: 

I do. 

Or: 
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I]] Celebrant: 

Do you renounce sin, 
so as to live in the freedom of the children of God? 

Parents and godparents: 

I do. 

Celebrant: 

Do you renounce the lure of evil, 
so that sin may have no mastery over you? 

Parents and godparents: 

I do. 

Celebrant: 

Do you renounce Satan, 
the author and prince of sin? 

Parents and godparents: 

I do. 

In the United States, if the occasion requires, this second formula 
may be adapted with more precision by the Diocesan Bishop, espe
cially when it is necessary that the parents and godparents should 
renounce superstitions, divinations, and magical arts practiced with 
reference to the child. 

95. Next, the celebrant elicits the threefold profession of faith by
the parents and godparents, saying:

Do you believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth? 

Parents and godparents: 

I do. 

Order of Baptism for One Child 

Celebrant: 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered death and was buried, 
rose again from the dead 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father? 

Parents and godparents: 

I do. 

Celebrant: 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting? 

Parents and godparents: 

I do. 

96. The celebrant, together with the community, gives assent to
this profession of fc\ith, saying:

This is our faith. This is the faith of the Church. 
We are proud to profess it in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

All: 

Amen. 
Another formula may be substituted, if circumstances suggest. Or a 
suitable liturgical song, by which the community expresses its faith 
with one voice, may be sung. 
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Celebrant: 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered death and was buried, 
rose again from the dead 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father? 

Parents and godparents: 

I do. 

Celebrant: 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting? 

Parents and godparents: 

I do. 

96. The celebrant, together with the community, gives assent to
this profession of fc\ith, saying:

This is our faith. This is the faith of the Church. 
We are proud to profess it in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

All: 

Amen. 
Another formula may be substituted, if circumstances suggest. Or a 
suitable liturgical song, by which the community expresses its faith 
with one voice, may be sung. 
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BAPTISM 

97. The celebrant invites the family to approach the font. In addi
tion, using the name of the child, he asks the parents and godpar
ents:

Is it your will, the ref ore, that N. 
should receive Baptism in the faith of the Church, 

which we have all professed with you? 

Parents and godparents: 

It is. 

And immediately the celebrant baptizes the child, saying: 

N ., I BAPTIZE YOU IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, 

He immerses the child or pours water over him (her} a first time. 

AND OF THE SON, 

He immerses the child or pours water over him (her} a second time. 

AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

He immerses the child or pours water over him (her} a third time. 

After the Baptism of the child, it is appropriate for the people to sing 
a short acclamation, such as: 

Blessed be God, who chose you in Christ. 

Other optional acclamations, nos. 225-245, pages 162-165. 

If the Baptism is celebrated by the pouring of water, it is preferable 
for the child to be held by the mother (or by the father}; however, 
where it is felt that the existing custom should be retained, the child 
may be held by the godmother (or by the godfather}. If the Baptism 
is by immersion, the child is lifted from the sacred font by the same 
person. 

Order of Baptism for One Child 

EXPLANATORY RITES 

ANOINTING AFTER BAPTISM 

98. Then the celebrant says:

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
has freed you from sin, 
given you new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, 

and joined you to his people. 
He now anoints you with the Chrism of salvation, 
so that you may remain as a member of Christ, 

Priest, Prophet and King, 
unto eternal life. 

All: 

Amen. 

Then, without saying anything, the celebrant anoints the child with 
sacred Chrism on the crown of his (her} head. 

CLOTHING WITH A WHITE GARMENT 

99. The celebrant says:

N., you have become a new creation 
and have clothed yourself in Christ. 

May this white garment be a sign to you 
of your Christian dignity. 

With your family and friends to help you 

by word and example, 
bring it unstained into eternal life. 

All: 

Amen. 

And a white garment is placed on the child; another color is not per
mitted, unless it is demanded by local custom. It is desirable that 
the family itself provide this garment. 
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Order of Baptism for One Child 

HANDING ON OF A LIGHTED CANDLE 

100. The celebrant then takes the paschal candle and says:

Receive the light of Christ. 

One member of the family (e.g., the father or godfather) lights a 
candle for the child from the paschal candle. 

Then the celebrant then says: 

Parents and godparents, 

this light is entrusted to you to be kept burning brightly, 
so that your child, enlightened by Christ, 
may walk always as a child of the light 
and, persevering in the faith, 

may run to meet the Lord when he comes 
with all the Saints in the heavenly court. 

"EPHPHATHA" 

101. In the United States, the "Ephphatha" Rite takes place at the
discretion of the celebrant. The celebrant touches the ears and
mouth of the child with his thumb, saying:

May the Lord Jesus, 

who made the deaf to hear and the mute to speak, 
grant that you may soon receive his word with your ears 
and profess the faith with your lips, 
to the glory and praise of God the Father. 

All: 

Amen. 

CONCLUSION OF THE RITE 

102. Afterwards, unless the Baptism took place in the sanctuary,
there is a procession to the altar, in which the lighted candle of the
newly baptized child is carried.

Meanwhile, it is desirable that a baptismal canticle be sung, e.g.: 

Order of Baptism for One Child 

Baptized in Christ, 
you are clothed with Christ, 
alleluia, alleluia. 

Other optional canticles, nos. 225-245, pages 162-165. 

LORD'S PRAYER 

103. The celebrant, standing before the altar, addresses the parents
and godparents and all present in these or similar words:

Dear brothers and sisters: 
this child, reborn through Baptism, 
is now called a child Qf God, for so indeed he (she) is. 

Through Confirmation he (she) will receive 
the fullness of the Holy Spirit 

and, approaching the altar of the Lord, 
he (she) will share at the table of his Sacrifice, 
and will call upon God as Father 

in the midst of the Church. 
Now in his (her) name, 
and in the spirit of adoption as sons and daughters 
which we have all received, 

let us pray together as the Lord taught us. 

104. And all say together with the celebrant:

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
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Order of Baptism for One Child 

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

105. Then the celebrant blesses the mother, holding her child in her
arms, the father, and all those present, saying:

The Lord God Almighty, 
through his Son, born of the Virgin Mary, 
brings joy to Christian mothers 
as the hope of eternal life shines forth 

upon their children. 

May he graciously bless the mother of this child, 
so that, as she now gives thanks for the gift of her child, 
she may always remain united with him (her) 

in thanksgiving, 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

All: 

Amen. 

Celebrant: 

May the Lord God Almighty, 
the giver of life both in heaven and on earth, 
bless the father of this child, 
so that, together with his wife, 
they may, by word and example, 

prove to be the first witnesses of the faith to their child, 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

All: 

Amen. 

Order of Baptism for One Child 

Celebrant: 

May the Lord God Almighty, 
who by water and the Holy Spirit 
has given us new birth into eternal life, 
abundantly bless his faithful here present, 
that always and everywhere they may be 

active members of his people; 
and may he bestow his peace on all who are here, 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

All: 

Amen. 
Celebrant: 

May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit. 

All: 

Amen. 

Celebrant: 

Go in peace. 

All: 

Thanks be to God. 

Other optional formulas of blessing, nos. 247-249, pages 166-169. 

106.After the l?-fessing, if circumstances suggest, a suitable canticle
that expresses/ paschal joy and thanksgiving or the Canticle of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, the Magnificat, may be sung by all.

Where it is the custom to bring the baptized infant to the altar of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, this custom should appropriately be retained. 
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