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Checklist:
· MTA picture – at least 5” x 7”
· Unity Cross or crucifix
· St. Michael statue or picture
· Covenant of Love Candle
· Your own personal symbol 
· can add symbols for your family members
·  (
A family a
ltar can
alter
 a family!
)Picture of Fr. Kentenich
· Image of the original shrine
· Name for your home shrine
· Prayer you write 

NAME your home shrine
Consider using a Biblical place, mystery of the rosary, virtue-activity-title of the Blessed Mother.  See also pp 62-77 of My Home A Shrine.  Examples:


Gate of Heaven
Abiding Love
Visitation
Adoration
Magnificat
Serenity
Holy Ground
Miraculous Hands
Divine Grace
Fidelity
Harmony
Holy Springtime
Earthen Vessel
Flame of Love
Gate of Light 
Hope
Here I Am
Blind Trust
Total Surrender
Haven of Peace
Guiding Hand
Miracle of Grace
Queen of Martyrs
Queen of Apostles
Lift Up Your Hearts
Divine Providence
Spirit of Love
Full of Grace
Radiant Light
Fountain of Hope
Refuge of Sinners
Behold Your Mother
Sphere of Tranquility
Comfort & Strength
Queen of Eternal Hope
Sacrificial Love
The Mother of My Lord
The Glory of the Father
Mother of the Church
Handmaid of the Lord
Mother Most Courageous
Comforter of the Afflicted
Triage – First things first
Tabernacle of the Most High
Comforter of Sorrowful Hearts
Bethlehem–A New Beginning
Mother of the Prince of Peace
Instrument of Love
Nothing Without You,                    Nothing without Us


PRAYER for your Home Shrine:  (This will be read silently)
Make sure to:
· Welcome the Blessed Mother into your home
· Ask the Blessed Mother for what you need her to do!
· Mention Fr. Kentenich
This is your prayer, it does not need to look like anyone else’s prayer
Here is just one example:
Dear Mother Thrice Admirable, Queen and Victress of Schoenstatt,
	Welcome to our home,     (name of home shrine)    .  Use our shrine as your workplace, to bring us peace, and provide a place of protection.  Let it be our center of gravity, a haven of prayer, a powerhouse of grace, and a place to honor you, Mary.
	You were educated by God, and now you will educate us, with your love, your knowledge, and thus with your profound influence, will be our intercessor.
	Mother, we pray that you will constantly be in our hearts and on our lips, like a shield around us.  As soldiers of Christ, we carry no greater weapon than you.
	Through Fr. Kentenich and Schoenstatt, you come to us in a wonderful and intimate way.  Just as Jesus came through you, Mary, may we too, through you, find our way to your son.
 	    (name of shrine)    , May God’s graces flow through your hands here in this Holy place.  Amen.



PERSONAL SYMBOL -  See also pp 79-90 of My Home A Shrine.  Some ideas:
The ALTAR is the place of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross.  WE offer our heart to Christ as a sacrificial altar so that he can re-live in us his sacrifice of redemption.  The Father demands many sacrifices from us throughout our entire life.  As the altar, we strive to accept cross and suffering as special gifts of this Father-love because they will be made fruitful for the redemption of many people.

The SANCTUARY LIGHT indicates the presence of the Blessed Sacrament in the tabernacle.  With its everlasting, uninterrupted flame, it lights our way to eternity.  AS the sanctuary light, we are called to be brightly shining light which radiated the love of the Father and always points toward Christ who is alive among us.  This special light also reminds us to view everything in our lives in the light of Gad, as a part of his divine providence.

The CROWN symbolizes Mary’s queenship; it is a sign of her power over the evil one.  Mary must lead us to victory over the devil.  As the crown we want to become noble in word and deed.  Our being and acting should speak of our special mission in life: to belong to the troop of our Mother and Queen, those whom she has chosen to help her conquer the world for Christ.  Like the gold of the crown we want to be genuine in our being, honest and pure, faithful and sacrificial, filled with true love.  We strive to trust unshakable in the power of our Queen, in her responsibility for us and in her victory.

The FATHER EYE is the symbol of God the Father, of his loving care for us and his sure protection.  He guides all his children homeward to eternal glory.  AS the Father eye, we have the mission to live a life of endless love, of kindness toward others, guiding them homeward to the Father.  We want to be open for God’s loving care in our daily life.  IF we look to the Father with childlike trust, we will find courage in his constant love.  We want to be ever aware of the fact that the Father’s kind, warm, and merciful eyes rest upon us with delight and that he is always with us.  He sees us at all times; we can never hide from him.

The TABERNACLE conceals Christ, the Most Holy One, he who is present among us in the form of bread.  As the tabernacle, we are specially called to acknowledge the presence of Christ in the Blessed Sacrament and to adore and revere him.  We strive to become a worthy dwelling place for Jesus – pure and noble, welcoming Christ with a pure and childlike heart.  We foster reverence and respect for every human life because God is present in everyone.

The KEY locks and unlocks the entry way to the shrine and the door of the tabernacle.  AS the key, we are called to open ourselves to God’s will, to the things he loves, and to be closed to everything that is evil or not from God.  We must strive to be firm and courageous enough to say no to the things that tempt us to sin.  As the key, we can be quiet and hidden, yet carry out an extremely great task: we can help to open the hearts and minds of others to love God and come closer to him.

HOLY WATER is used to give God’s blessing to objects and to people, placing them under his special protection.  As the Holy Water, we want to become a blessing for our surroundings.  Through us, others should be blessed and experience God’s presence in a tangible way.  By using Holy Water often and consciously, we are reminded of God’s blessing which accompanies us on our journey to heaven and leads us to perfection.  We are never alone.

The WINDOW brings in the sunlight from outside and allows the fresh air to fill the room.  As the window, we want to be clear and clean so that through us the fullness of light, Jesus, can reach the people around us.  We long for God’s light to shine upon us so that in his light, we can see things more clearly and make good judgments.  We are called to bring an uplifting and positive attitude, letting God’s light come into our life.  Then we can be like a window for others, showing them the true light, giving them hope.

The CROSS is the sign of redemption.  AS the cross, we want to be aware of the great value of our own suffering.  IF we bear our cross heroically, we can help Christ redeem the world and bring many people to heaven.  Like Simon, we want to become a cross-bearer and help others carry their heavy burden.  Father Kentenich once said, “The cross blesses the work.”  We learn to accept the cross as a great blessing.  

The HOLY SPIRIT is the Sanctifier who descends upon us with his seven gifts.  The symbol of the Holy Spirit reminds us that we have to be open to his inspirations.  Our hearts must become “empty vessels,” empty of everything that leads us away from God, so that he can fill us with his gifts and graces and transform us into saints.  He will make us holy so that we can lead others on their way to God.

The SWORD of St. Paul indicates the instrument by which he dies.  It is also a symbol of “the sword of the spirit, the word of God” (Eph 6:17).  As the sword, it is our task to proclaim God through our word and example, and to fight to build his kingdom.  We should be a sword in the hand of God, not in the hand of the world.  With the sword of God, we can help defeat all that is evil in our world.

The BELL proclaims God’s message to us.  We are called to announce to others that God loves them, to bring them joy, and to lead them toward heaven.

St. JOSEPH lived the life of an everyday saint together with Mary and Jesus.  We want to follow his example by being pure and by serving those around us.

The FLOWERS on the altar bloom for the glory of God.  We want to give glory to him and bring joy and happiness to others as a reminder of the paradise that awaits us in heaven.
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