
 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
We Worship ~ We Teach ~ We Care 

5112 Pocono Crest Road   
PO Box O  

 Pocono Pines, PA 18350  
570-646-6424   

Mass Schedule: 
  Saturday 4:00 pm 

 Sunday 8:00 am  & 10:30 am     
Saturday Confessions 3:00 pm 

May 26, 2019 
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5th Sunday of Easter 

Reverend Sean G. Carpenter  
~ Pastor 

 
Deacon Frank Gisoldi  

 
Deacon Tom Amoroso 

 
Melissa Laverty  

Pastoral Associate ~ St.MaxMelissa@outlook.com 
 Coordinator of Religious Education 

 
Juli Reese 

Office Manager ~ Stmaxkol@ptd.net 
 

John Marcinkowski, Jr. 
Coordinator of Music ~ jjm1105@ptd.net 

Visit us on the web @ www.stmaxkolbepoconos.org 

GOSPEL MEDITATION   

Theology has two words to describe the space between 
God and us - transcendent and immanent. When we      
say God is transcendent, we speak of the One whose 
ways are not our ways, the placer of stars and maker     
of mountains. This is God who transcends our 
understanding, whose being goes beyond what we can 
know. When we say God is immanent, we mean His 
nearness to us. This is the way Jesus speaks of himself 
in today's Gospel. "Whoever loves me keeps my word... 
and we will come to him and make our dwelling with 
him." 
 The Hebrews saw God as intimately involved with the 
fate of their people. But for all His care, God was still 
distant to most. He spoke through prophets and was    
represented in blazes of fire and pillars of cloud. Priests 
offered animal sacrifice to atone for the nation's sins. 
While we still know that God is transcendent - any 
morning's resplendent sunrise confirms this - Jesus     
introduces us to himself in a new way. Not only does 
Jesus walk among us, but the Holy Spirit dwells within 
us. "The Advocate, the Holy Spirit... will teach you     
everything, and remind you of all that I told you. Peace I 
leave with you!" 
 How do you tend to view God? For many of us, the 
transcendent sense of a distant God might fill our      
perception. Today's Gospel reminds us of something 
altogether different, something more intimate. Our God 
remains with us. He overcomes the confusion of the 
world and speaks peace to our troubled hearts. Our God 
is not far from us. The more we remain connected to 
Him and love as He loved, the more we will experience 
His nearness. We can have confidence in His presence 
and rest in His encouragement: "Do not let your hearts 
be troubled or afraid." 

  

Holy Day Mass Schedule 

 

Ascension Thursday 
Wednesday, May 29th ~ Vigil @ 7 pm 

Thursday, 9:15 am 

The Ascension of the Lord 
Where did he go? Many times when we think of those who 
have died, w imagine escape from this world to a purely 
spiritual place. Jesus’ Ascension can leave us in a place of 
confusion. What happens to Jesus? And why does this     
matter to us? 
The Ascension has been confirmed in the Creed for two   
millennia. In Jesus’ Ascension, we’re invited to consider 
our own ultimate end. Regardless of death’s reality      
now, we  believe in the resurrection of the Body and the 
reunification of body and soul. One day, earth and heaven 
will meet perfectly and without end. We anticipate this 
“new heaven and new earth” at every Mass and throughout 
the beauty, truth and love of the Church and her members. 
Today, celebrate a foreshadowing of the fullness we all 
await! 

St. Maximilian Kolbe 
Parish Staff 

SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE 
  Saturday Mass  ~ 5 pm * 

Confessions beginning at 4 pm 

Sunday Masses ~ 8 am & 10:30 am 
(* through Labor Day weekend) 



 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 
Sunday: 9 am to 10:15 am 

Monday thru Wednesday: 9 am to 2 pm 
Thursday: 9 am to 12 pm       Friday: Closed 

Sunday: 9 am to 10:15 am Saturday   5:00 pm 
 

Jo and John Creed 
by Jean and Rich Seebacher 

Sunday   8:00 am For The Parishioners 

 10:30 am  Christopher Madere 
by The Glinane Family 

Monday   9:15 am Althamer Family 
by Pat Cranley 

Tuesday   9:15 am Thomas McAndrew 
by Irene McAndrew 

Wednesday 
 
 
Vigil Mass  
Ascension 

  9:15 am 
 
 
 7:00 pm 

Patrick Grace 
by Mr & Mrs A. Mazzella  

Joseph Puglia 
By June Schott 

Ascension 
Thursday 

  9:15 am Anne Marie Alcamo 
by Nat Alcamo 

Friday   9:15 am Communion Service 

Saturday   5:00 pm Blanche Sowinski 
by Marion Colvin 

Sunday   8:00 am The Tieszen Family 
and Parishioners of  

St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish 

 10:30 am Mabel and Thomas Donahue 
and Children by Theresa Lockyer 

May 25th through June 2nd 

Sunday Collection 05/13/19……………….  $13,325.   
                   Thank You for Your Generosity  
Collection for Pregnancy Resource ……..          113. 

Confessions -Saturday 4 pm 
(Memorial Day thru Labor Day) 

 
    

  First Friday Adoration held after 
9:15 am Communion 

      Service each month.  

9:15 am mass will still be celebrated  
when we have a funeral mass that day. 
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Saturday:  Acts 16:1-10; Jn 15:18-21 
Sunday: Acts 15:1-2,22-29; Rv 21:10-14; 
  Jn 14:23-29 
Monday:          Acts 16:11-15; Jn 15:26--16:4a 
Tuesday:          Acts 16:22-34; Jn 16:5-11 
Wednesday:    Acts 17:15, 22--18:1; Jn 16:12-15 
Thursday:        Acts 18:1-8; Jn 16:16-20 
Ascension:  Acts 1:1-11; Eph 1:17-23; Lk 24:46-53 
Friday:  Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6;  
  Lk 1:39-56 
Saturday:         Acts 18:23-28; Jn 16:23b-28 
Sunday :   Acts 1:1-11; Eph 1:17-23;  
                        Mt 28:16-20 



St. maximilian kolbe, PrieSt and martyr, Pray for uS  

 Parish Life 

LITTLE ROCK SCRIPTURE STUDY 

FAITH FORMATION NEWS 
 

 Wednesday, June 5: Confirmation 
practice at 6 p.m. 
 Sunday, June 9: Celebration of the 
Sacrament of Confirmation at 10:30 
a.m. Mass  
 Save the Date: Vacation Bible 
School will be Monday, July 22,   

                       through Friday, July 26, 2019!  

… will resume on Tuesday, June 3 when we will      
discuss the Gospel of John. Using both videos and  
written materials, this program is designed to help bring 
Catholics to a greater understanding of the Bible and an 
awareness of God’s living presence in the Scriptures, as 
well as an appreciation of how the Bible can be applied 
to daily life. For more information, call or stop by the 

parish office or simply join us on Tuesdays    
beginning on June 3 at 10:15 a.m. in the 
parish hall.  

UPCOMING PRE-JORDAN SESSION  
In order to understand and appreciate the Sacrament      

of Baptism, expectant parents are required 
to attend Baptism preparation.   
A Pre-Jordan session will be held for all 
parents preparing for their baby’s baptism 
on Sunday, May 26, at 12 p.m. in the 
parish hall. Since parents are seen as their 
child’s primary teachers, the Pre-Jordan 
preparation session seeks to offer parents 

both the support of the community and an opportunity 
for reassessing their own faith and responsibilities. For 
more information, contact Melissa in the parish  office.  

NEW GOOD DEEDS FOR ST. MAX PROGRAM 
2019 marks the 10-year anniversary of our parish, 
when Christ the King Parish in Blakeslee merged      
with Our Lady of the Lake Parish in Pocono Pines to 
form St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish. To celebrate this 
anniversary and to honor our patron, St. Maximilian 
Kolbe, and the sacrifice he made to save the life of     
another in 1941, our parish introduces the Good Deeds 
for St. Max program.  
Any child who does a good deed for another at home, 
church, school or in the community can bring a letter 
written by a parent, friend, teacher or community 
leader telling us all about it. Then, our parish will give 
that child one raffle ticket for every good deed done for    
another. The raffle tickets will then be  entered in a 
drawing for special prizes at the parish picnic in        
August.  
Letters can be submitted to Melissa Laverty,             
Coordinator of Religious Education/Pastoral              
Associate, either in person or by email at 
St.MaxMelissa@outlook.com. Limit 10 tickets per 
child.  

SAVE THE DATE: KNOEBELS! 
On Thursday, June 27, the parish will hold 
its annual trip to Knoebels Amusement 
Resort in Elysburg. The day of fun will 
start at 11 a.m. with a prayer service in the 
parish’s designated pavilion. Lunch will be provided. 
Sign-up by Sunday, June 9, on the tables by the exits.   

… AND MARK SMEBY! 
As part of our parish’s 10-year anniversary             
celebration, Christian recording artist Mark Smeby 
will perform a concert our parish on Sunday, June 23, 
at 7 p.m. This event is a worshipful celebration of 
hope and is free of charge. All are invited to attend.   
A free will offering will be taken at the end of the        
performance.  

… AND RECEPTION FOR FATHER SEAN! 
On Saturday, June 29, following 5 p.m. Mass in the 
parish hall, join us as for a free reception to               
congratulate Father Sean on the 10th anniversary of 
his ordination.  

… AND POLISH DINNER AND MOVIE! 
On Sunday, June 30, the Polish community of St. 
Maximilian Kolbe Parish will celebrate the 10-year 
anniversaries of our parish and Father Sean’s            
ordination by holding a dinner featuring delicious   
Polish food and desserts. The group will also        
show the movie Two Crowns about the life of           
St. Maximilian Kolbe. The movie begins at 3 p.m. 
with dinner to follow. A children’s menu and movie 
will be offered as well.   

FAREWELL TO THE TIESZEN FAMILY 
Join the Knights of Columbus on Sunday, June 2,     
following 10:30 a.m. Mass for a farewell reception to 
the Tieszen family who are westward bound! All are 
welcome as we say goodbye to this wonderful family. 
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Parish Life Parish Life 

Meetings are the 1st & 3rd Mondays  
of the month @ 7 pm in the parish hall.  

~ http://knights13752.webs.com/  
~Facebook: Knights of Columbus Pocono Pines  

Jay Crandall   ~  Bill Gleason     
Bob Ruezinsky  ~   Richard Snell  

Kim Maria Giganti  ~  Fr. Ed Kearns 
   Jennifer Royall  ~  Deacon Frank  
Terry Howe  ~  Gunner Gonzalez  

Irene Halupa  ~  Alice & Eileen O’Neill  
Samson Colborn  ~  Joan Harrigan 

Jamie Nderitu  ~  Maurice Berger  ~  Sal Rullis  
Msgr. Fitzpatrick  ~  JoAnn Berger  ~ Ryan Miller  

Cathy Valente ~ Fr. Anthony Urban  
 

……..And For All  Dear Members and Friends that are 
in need of Prayers, Lord Hear Our Prayer.  

This list will be updated periodically. 

                   at St. Max  

Sun., May 26th - Pre-Jordan  - 12 noon 

Tues. May 28th - Women’s Cornerstone  - 7 pm  

Wed., May 29th  -Vigil for Ascension Thursday - 7 pm  

Thurs., May 30th - Ascension Thursday Mass - 9:15 am 

HA Valerie Novak ~  Sr. Airman Charlie Maldanado 
  Alston Smart, Jr.~ Eugene Maslar, Jr  

Sgt. Matthew Price ~ 1st Lt. Mark Gaido 
Airman Patrick Alminde ~ TECH Sgt. William D. Olsen 

Seaman Nicole Beckman   ~  Cpl. John P. Bramley 
Lt. Joseph V. Yuskaitis, Jr.  

Major Thomas M. Smith  ~ Sgt. Amber Keppol   
2nd Class Petty Officer DC2, Jeffrey Royall  
 Sgt. Andrew Malave  ~ Sgt. Matthew Ponce  

MK1 Katie Stodnick ~ Pvt. 2 Lars Hicks 

            Prayers for Military 

       and Government Service                                                                                                   

Hospital Visits -  
Due to the Health Insurance Portability and  

Accountability Act (HIPAA), the parish is unaware 
when a  parishioner is in the hospital.  

If you or a loved one would like a hospital                
visit from Father Sean, contact the parish office 

to make arrangements.  

Attention High School Seniors ~ Class of 2019 
$1,000. Scholarship Opportunity 

Applications and details are available in the parish   
office. Application deadline May 31st. 

~Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus  
Assembly 981 

 PARISH COOKBOOK ~ $10  
“Flavor to the Max~ A Second Helping” can be   
purchased in the Cry Room after Masses 
or in the Parish Office during regular 
office hours.  During our year-long    
celebration of the 10th Anniversary of  
St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish, we hope to 
feature many delicious dishes found in 
this cookbook at various parish events. 

The Social Concerns Committee is hosting a Free 
Community Dinner— Sunday, June 9th, at 2 pm 

The served dinner is offered to members of the parish, 
and to our friends and neighbors, regardless of need.  
Enjoy baked ham, mashed potatoes, mixed vegetables, 
salad, bread, beverage and dessert.   Seating is limited 
and reservations are required.  You can  either call     
1-727-542-2280, or you can sign up on one of the 
sheets by the exits of the church and in the parish     
office. Deadline for reservations is Wednesday, 
June 5th. Our seasonal community  dinners are funded 
by the committee’s Lenten Buffets and through the 
generosity of members of our Parish Family. Join us 
for good food, fun, and fellowship and come out to 
celebrate the coming summer season!     
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Parish Life Parish Life 

The St. Max Activities Committee has 
the following events planned for all !                        

      September 2019 - Trip to Winery 
(date, time, location TBA) 

 
 

Thursday, December 5, 2019 - Trip to Radio City  
“Christmas Spectacular” starring the Rockettes  

Our own St. Maximilian Kolbe Adult Choir  
will perform, alone on stage, for the  

Sounds of Christmas Experience,  
opening the 11:00am "Christmas Spectacular". 

 INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK….. To listen 
openly and be willing to dialogue are the most effective 
ways to discern how to solve a problem. We must be open 
to the Holy Spirit and, under his guidance, allow our     
opinions to be challenged and changed. Learning to trust 
the active work of the Holy Spirit in all things releases us 
from fear and brings us closer to living in the peace Jesus 
promised. Scripture, Church teaching and practice, the    
wisdom of others in our community, our relationship with 
God, and the promptings and stirrings of our hearts all have 
to be weighed when making important decisions. This is 
how the Holy Spirit keeps us faithful to Christ and the     
Gospel and the way the Church brings resolution to        
questions that inevitably arise. 

Week of May 26th 

             Sanctuary Light 

         Available for two weeks for $20. 
              

             Bread and Wine  
                              For The Unborn 

      
          Altar Flowers 

  Available for $100. for one week 

Bulletin submissions can be emailed to mcol@ptd.net 
Please submit two weeks prior to publication date   

otherwise we cannot promise publication date desired. 
~ Thank You 

SAVE THE DATE   -   

Tues., August 6th  12:15 pm 

St. Maximilian Golf  Tournament 

@ Mountain Laurel Golf Club 

 Dinner @ Lake Naomi Club 6:00 pm 

Annual Columbus Day Weekend Craft Fair 
This year’s Craft Fair will be held on Saturday and 
Sunday, October 12th and 13th.  Anyone interested in 
participating in the planning of this upcoming event is 
welcome to attend our first meeting of the year on 
June 11th at 12 noon in the parish hall.  We would    
like to do everything possible to make this event         
a success and are looking forward to ideas that will 
help accomplish this. For more information please 
email Pam Cimeo at pcimeo@yahoo.com along with 
you email and phone number. 

HA Valerie Novak ~  Sr. Airman Charlie Maldanado 
  Alston Smart, Jr.~ Eugene Maslar, Jr  

Sgt. Matthew Price ~ 1st Lt. Mark Gaido 
Airman Patrick Alminde ~ TECH Sgt. William D. Olsen 

Seaman Nicole Beckman   ~  Cpl. John P. Bramley 
Lt. Joseph V. Yuskaitis, Jr.  

Major Thomas M. Smith  ~ Sgt. Amber Keppol   
2nd Class Petty Officer DC2, Jeffrey Royall  
 Sgt. Andrew Malave  ~ Sgt. Matthew Ponce  

MK1 Katie Stodnick ~ Pvt. 2 Lars Hicks 

            Prayers for Military 

       and Government Service                                                                                                   

 
Even though you do the right thing, 

do you do it in the right way? 
 

 
 

 
In all your ways acknowledge him,  

and he will make your paths straight. 
                              ~Proverbs 3:6 

 

     “Footprints”  Margaret Fishback Powers 
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Parish Life Around The Diocese 

Clymer Library Distribution  
Treasure Trove is presented at Clymer Library by a 
local resident, Elaine Madere, who collects and shares 
household items with those in need. She provides the 
items for free. Anyone is invited to come and take 
what they need. The next session will be held in June 
in the library community room.  
If you have donations or know someone in need contact 
E l a i n e  a t  7 3 2 - 9 9 5 - 3 3 7 0  o r  e m a i l : 
Elaine_madere@yahoo.com 

FOOD PANTRY NEWS : Five Loaf House 
133 Fire House Rd., Pocono Pines 

Distributions are to qualified persons and families only. 
Distributions are the Second Monday of each month and           

the Tuesday following that Monday.  
Monday Hours 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.,  

12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. by appointment after these hours                    
& Tuesday 8:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  

Food Donations  are accepted on Mon/Tues only, 
from 9 a.m. -11 a.m. or call 570-646-7456.  
MORE VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED. 

St. Maximilian Parish greatly appreciates the support of 
the advertisers allowing our congregation to receive this 
bulletin at no cost to the church.   
While we appreciate their support, we are not liable for 
any of their actions, fees, or services.       

Fatima Shrine Bus Trip—Washington, NJ 
On Thursday, June 13th, a bus will depart from the Oblates 
of St. Joseph’s, Rt. 315, Pittston, Pa at 8 am. 
Enjoy the beautiful country setting of Our Lady’s Shrine. 
The day includes confession, Rosary Walk, Guest Speaker, 
Mass and Adoration. Visit the Gift Shop, Rosary Garden, 
Stations of the Cross ad the Holy House. Cost is             
$35/pp payable to:  The Blue Army, c/o John Witkosky,              
431 Washington Ave., West Wyoming, PA 18644. 

Dinner on the way home at your expense.  
Contact John at 570-288-4311 or 570-793-0641 for details.  

Sponsored by the Blue Army of the Scranton Diocese. 
www.bluearmy.com 

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR  
ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 I often lead group prayer with similar words: "Give us the 
wisdom to know Your will for our lives and the courage      
to follow it as we seek to make our community a clearer   
reflection of the Kingdom of God." The words acknowledge 
that we need to be about God's will, not our own, and in that 
journey, we will bear greater witness to the transforming 
power of Jesus Christ. 
 We talk about how we are called to live a stewardship way 
of life and that we have been given many good gifts, but it is 
never truly about us. We are never the main thing. In the 
same manner, it is never really about our parish. Our       
combined stewardship may lead to many fruits, like an    
increased offertory or more vibrancy in parish life.         
However, it is always about the Kingdom of God and the 
King, Jesus Christ. 
 Through our stewardship, we allow our parish community 
to shine like a city on a hill for others to see and then be 
drawn toward Jesus Christ. It is about leading people to 
heaven. Our actions of stewardship do not point toward us 
but instead to the one who calls us to this life. Our constant 
prayer needs to be that we always seek to discern God's will 
and follow it instead of our own. By doing that, we can 
transform our own lives, our parish communities, and then 
the world around us.         -Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

 
 
 

St. Maximilian Kolbe is  
A Welcoming Roman Catholic Parish 

If you would like to join our parish, registration forms 
may be found in our church narthex and in the parish    

office or if you prefer, register online at 
www.stmaxkolbepoconos.org. You may also call the    

parish office (570-646-6424) and we would be happy to 
send you a registration form.   The Little Sisters of the Poor are seeking support           

to beautify their cemetery located on the top of the      
hill behind their convent. Your gift will provide the           
Little Sisters with the means to create a simple flower 
arrangement to place at the foot of each final resting 
place of a devoted Little Sister one final time. This     
special opportunity is $20. Donations can be made at    
the reception desk at the main entry of Holy Family         
Residence, 2500 Adams Ave., Scranton. 

Fathers’ Day Weekend Collection 
For Nurse - Family Partnership 

Items Requested: Diapers, Baby Wipes, New Board Books, 
Cash for Board Books, Gift Cards (Walmart, Target, Weis). 
Nurse-Family Partnership is free for woman who are      
pregnant with their first baby. When you enroll you will be 
connected to a registered nurse who will provide you with 
the support, advice & information you need to have a 
healthy pregnancy, a healthy baby and be a great mom.  
Any woman who is pregnant 28 weeks or less with her first 
child, meets income requirements and lives in an area where 
Nurse-Family Partnership is available can call 570-426-1688 
or text 844-637-6667. 


