
 

 

 

Mass Schedule: 
  Saturday 4:00 pm 

 Sunday 8:00 am  & 10:30 am     
Saturday Confessions 3:00 pm 

5112 Pocono Crest Road   
PO Box O  

 Pocono Pines, PA 18350  
570-646-6424   

MISSION STATEMENT 

We Worship ~ We Teach ~ We Care 
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November 3rd 
31st Sunday 

in Ordinary Time 

Reverend Sean G. Carpenter  
~ Pastor 

 
Deacon Frank Gisoldi  

 
Deacon Tom Amoroso 

 
Melissa Laverty  

Pastoral Associate ~ St.MaxMelissa@outlook.com 
 Coordinator of Religious Education 

 
Juli Reese 

Office Manager ~ Stmaxkol@ptd.net 
 

John Marcinkowski, Jr. 
Coordinator of Music ~ jjm1105@ptd.net 

Visit us on the web @ www.stmaxkolbepoconos.org 

St. Maximilian Kolbe 
Parish Staff 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  
Christ loves us first. So much of the Christian life is as 
simple as that. Today’s Gospel is a prime example! 
“Now a man there named Zacchaeus, who was a chief 
tax collector and also a wealthy man … was seeking to 
see who Jesus was.” We may have gotten used to the 
story of Zacchaeus, this short, seemingly innocent man 
who climbs a sycamore tree in his desperate desire to 
see Jesus. But this colorful, children’s Bible illustration 
isn’t what the gathering crowd would have seen. They 
would have seen the white collar criminal. Tax 
collectors were notorious for extortion. They were 
collaborators with the oppressive Roman overlords, 
overcharging for taxes and skimming a cut off the top. 
And how does Jesus respond to this man? 
“Come down quickly,” Jesus says, “for today I must 
stay at your house.” If you had been there, would you 
have believed it? No doubt there were other disciples in 
the city or, at the very least, kind, generous, and just 
people. “Good” people. But those aren’t the people 
Jesus chooses to share a meal with. Christ loves us first. 
He chooses Zacchaeus even before the man makes a 
public profession of his repentance.  
“The Son of Man has come to seek and to save what was 
lost.” We may not be tax collectors and extortionists — 
I hope not! — but we all have elements of our lives that 
are lost. We have wounds from childhood, unresolved 
anxieties or attachments, daily fears. No matter how 
“put together” we are, we all have our lost moments. 
Some days, it may feel like we can’t see over the ways 
they crowd our inner life. Today’s Gospel invites us to 
do something a little strange. Don’t let your flaws, 
failures, or hang-ups prevent you from seeing Jesus. 
Take a deep breath. Go climb a tree, because Jesus is 
passing by. And he wants to stay in your heart today. 

When he reached the place, Jesus looked up 
and said, “Zacchaeus, come down quickly, 
for today I must stay at you house.” And he 
came down quickly and received him with 
joy. When they all saw this, they began to 
grumble, saying, “He has gone to stay at the 
house of a sinner”        ~Lk 19:5-7 

Monday is the Feast of St. Charles Borromeo 
Charles took the initiative in giving a 
good example. He allotted most of his 
income to charity, forbade himself all 
luxury, and imposed severe penances 
upon himself. He sacrificed wealth, 
high honors, esteem, and influence to 
become poor. During the plague and 
famine of 1576, Borromeo tried to feed 
60,000 to 70,000 people daily. To do 
this he borrowed large sums of money 

that required years to repay. Whereas the civil authorities 
fled at the height of the plague, he stayed in the city, where 
he ministered to the sick and the dying, helping those in 
want. Work and the heavy burdens of his high office began 
to affect Archbishop Borromeo’s health, leading to his 
death at the age of 46. 



Saturday   4:00 pm 
 

Wieslaw Sulek & Marianna Sliwa 
by Anna & Ed Marchinkowski 

Sunday   8:00 am For The Parishioners 

 10:30 am  Christopher Madere 
by Robert & Debbie Zito 

Monday   9:15 am Irene Halupa 
by Immaculata Prayer Group 

Tuesday   9:15 am Thomas Farnan 
by M/M  A. Gargiulo 

Wed 9:15 am For Healing of Marion Moran 
by Gil and Genny Bernal 

Thursday   9:15 am Eugene and Denise Gartner 
by Joan Gartner 

Friday   9:15 am Communion Service 

Saturday   4:00 pm Anne Marie Alcamo 
by Nat Alcamo 

Sunday   8:00 am For The Parishioners 

 10:30 am In Thanksgiving for  
Abigaelle & Pierre Andre Stiven 

November 2nd through November 10th 

Sunday Collection 10/20/19……………….  $ 4,335.  
Polish Mass…………………………. …….       538. 
World Mission……………………………..        797. 
                        Thank You for Your Generosity 

         Confessions -Saturday 3 pm 
 
    
  First Friday Adoration held after 

9:15 am Communion Service 
each month.  

9:15 am mass will still be celebrated  
when we have a funeral mass that day. 
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Saturday: Wis 3:1-9; Rm 5:5-11; Jn 6:37-40 
Sunday: Wis 11:22—12:2; Thes 1:11—2:2;  
                         Lk 19:1-10 
Monday: Rom 11:29-36; Lk 14:12-14 
Tuesday: Rom 12:5-16b; Lk 14:15-24 
Wednesday: Rom 13:8-10; Lk 14:25-33 
Thursday: Rom 14:7-12; Lk 15:1-10 
Friday:             Rom 15:14-21; Lk 16:1-8 
Saturday: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12;  
                        1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17/Jn 2:13-22 
Sunday: 2 Mc 7:1-2, 9-14; /2 Thes 2:16—3:5; 
                        Lk 20:27-38 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 
Sunday: 9 am to 10:15 am 

Monday thru Wednesday: 9 am to 2 pm 
Thursday: 9 am to 12 pm   

Friday: Closed 
Sunday: 9 am to 10:15 am 
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 Faith Formation 

FAITH FORMATION  
CLASSES UNDERWAY 

Faith formation classes for 2019-
2020 are underway. If you still need 
to register your child, forms are 
available in the parish office and by 
the upstairs exits. Pre-k/k meets 
during the 10:30 a.m. Mass; Grades 

1-5 meet Sunday mornings from 9-10:15 a.m. and 
Grades 6-8 on     Sunday from 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
You may also print out a form from the parish website 
— StMaxKolbePoconos.org. New forms must be         
completed and submitted each year as this enables us 
to maintain accurate and updated records. For more 
information, contact Melissa in the parish office.  

PURCHASE SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 
Our parish has the opportunity to purchase Scripture 
reflections and commentaries at a discounted price. 
Copies of the annual book of reflections Living the 
Word are available for purchase for $12. For more   
information, contact Melissa in the parish office.  

FAITH FORMATION  
UPDATES AND REMINDERS 

The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated at 
St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish on Monday, April 27, 
2020 at 5 p.m. Our celebrant will be the Most             
Reverend Joseph Bambera, Bishop of the Diocese of      
Scranton.  
The Sacrament of First Holy Communion will be 
celebrated at St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish on Sunday, 
May 3, 2020 at the 10:30 a.m. Mass.  
Important Reminders:  
Students in grades 6-8 are encouraged to bring a snack 
or lunch to class following the 10:30 a.m. Mass.  
Important Dates:  
  Sunday, November 3: Confirmation Parent 
             Meeting, 11:45 a.m. 
 Saturday, November 9:  
             First Penance Retreat, 10 a.m.  
 Saturday, December 7:  
             First Penance, 12 p.m. 

Beginning Tuesday, November 19, join 
us on Tuesdays at 10:15 a.m. in the 
parish hall for the Little Rock 
Scripture Study. Using both videos and 
written materials, this program is 
designed to help bring Catholics to a 
greater understanding of the Bible and an awareness 
of God’s living presence in the Scriptures, as well as 
an appreciation of how the Bible can be applied to 
daily life. For more information, call or stop by the 
parish office or simply join us on each Tuesday at 
10:15 a.m. in the parish hall.  

UPCOMING PRE-JORDAN SESSION  
In order to understand and appreciate the Sacrament of 
Baptism, expectant parents are required 
to attend Baptism preparation. A        
Pre-Jordan session will be held for all 
parents preparing for their baby’s 
baptism on Sunday, November 24, at 12 
p.m. in the parish hall. Since parents are 
seen as their child’s primary teachers, the Pre-Jordan 
preparation session seeks to offer parents both the 
support of the community and an opportunity for 
reassessing their own faith and responsibilities. For 
more information or to register for the session, contact 
Melissa Laverty in the parish office.  

FAITH FORMATION 
CANCELLATION PROCEDURES 

Parents, in the event of inclement weather, 
you will receive an email from Melissa,            
Coordinator of Religious Education, if 
classes are cancelled. If you do not receive regular 
emails from the parish, kindly contact the parish office 
to ensure we have your most recent email address. 
You may also call the parish office on Sunday 
morning to check if classes are cancelled for the day.  

PARISH HOSTS CATECHIST WORKSHOP 
On Wednesday, December 11, from 6-8 p.m.,            
St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish will host a network       
workshop for catechists, directors of religious         
education, youth ministers, and anyone engaged in 
Ministry of the Word and lifelong faith formation. 
Presented by the Diocese of Scranton, the workshop 
will focus on practical ways of bringing lifelong faith 
formation to parishes. For more information, contact 
Melissa in the parish office.  

LITTLE ROCK SCRIPTURE STUDY  
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Parish Life Parish Life 

                   at St. Max  

   Daylight Savings Time Ends - Sunday 2 a.m. 

Sun., Nov. 3rd - Community Dinner - 2 pm 

Mon., Nov. 4th - K of C Meeting - 7 pm 

Tues., Nov. 5th - Social Concerns - 6 pm 

Sat., Nov. 9th - First Penance Retreat - 10 am 

            Sanctuary Light 
     In Memory of Deceased Member of 
        Knights of Columbus #13752 
              

                     Bread and Wine  
       For Victims of Abortion 
  
          Altar Flowers 
   Available for $100 for one week  

Meetings are the 1st & 3rd Mondays  
of the month @ 7 pm in the parish hall.  

~ http://knights13752.webs.com/  
~Facebook: Knights of Columbus Pocono Pines  

Week of November 3rd, 2019 

MEMORIAL PAVERS FOR 
ST. MAX  PRAYER GARDEN 

With your support, the St. Maximilian    
Kolbe Stewardship Committee created a 
beautiful, quiet space on the church 
grounds where we are able to reflect and 
pray. Along the walkway, in addition to 
benches, statues, and Stations of the Cross, 
there is an area with memorial pavers to 
honor loved ones and to commemorate  

special occasions. 4 x 8 inch pavers (with 3 lines of 17 
spaces and letters each) are $60 for one paver and $100 
for two. An 8 x 8 inch paver is $150. If you would like to 
purchase one of the pavers, get a form from the parish 
office.   

Jay Crandall   ~  Bill Gleason     
 Richard Snell  ~  Kim Maria Giganti   

Fr. Ed Kearns ~   Jennifer Royall  
Deacon Frank   ~  Terry Howe   

Joan Harrigan  ~  Alice & Eileen O’Neill  
Samson Colborn  ~  Jamie Nderitu  

Maurice Berger  ~  Sal Rullis ~ Bill Goodwin  
Msgr. Fitzpatrick  ~  JoAnn Berger  ~ Ryan Miller  
Cathy Valente ~ Fr. Anthony Urban ~ Jenyl Moody 
Joseph Conte ~  John Mercer ~ Bette Jayne Kovich 

Pasquale & Josephine Papa ~ Katherine Krais 
Katie Scully  ~ Theresa Lockyer ~ Chrissy Johnson 

……..And For All Members, Family  and Friends that 
are in need of Prayers, Lord Hear Our Prayer. 

Hospital Visits -  
Due to the Health Insurance Portability and  

Accountability Act (HIPAA), the parish is unaware when a  
parishioner is in the hospital. If you or a loved one would 
like a hospital visit from Father Sean, contact the parish 

office to make arrangements. 

This Sunday,  
Nov. 3rd @ 2 a.m. 

Set clocks back 1 hour 
Saturday night before 

you go to sleep. 

Daylight-Saving 
Time Ends 

The Polish Community of St. Max Parish will host  

Pierogi Night Dinner on  

Saturday, November 16th after the 4 pm Mass. 

There will be various pierogi fillings in this traditional 
Polish meal.  Salad, homemade desserts 

 and beverage will be included.   
Reservations are required by Sunday, November 9th. 

$10/ Adult and $7/child at the door. 
Call 609-354-2153 or sign-up by the exits of the 

church or in the parish office. 
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HA Valerie Novak ~  Sr. Airman Charlie Maldanado 
  Alston Smart, Jr.~ Eugene Maslar, Jr  

Sgt. Matthew Price ~ 1st Lt. Mark Gaido 
Airman Patrick Alminde ~ TECH Sgt. William D. Olsen 

Seaman Nicole Beckman   ~  Cpl. John P. Bramley 
Lt. Joseph V. Yuskaitis, Jr.  

Major Thomas M. Smith  ~ S Sgt. Amber Keppol   
2nd Class Petty Officer DC2, Jeffrey Royall  
 Sgt. Andrew Malave  ~ Sgt. Matthew Ponce  

PFC Lars Hicks  ~  Lance Corporal Kevin Horoszewski  
Lord, hold our troops in you loving hands. 

            Prayers for Military 

       and Government Service                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Parish Life Parish Life 

           PARISH COOKBOOK  
“Flavor to the Max   

~ A Second Helping”  
can be purchased in the Cry Room after 
Masses or in the Parish Office during 
regular office hours.  
 During our year-long celebration of the 

10th Anniversary of St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish, we 
hope to feature many delicious dishes found in this 
cookbook at various parish events. 

Thursday, December 5, 2019  
- Trip to Radio City  

“Christmas Spectacular” starring the Rockettes  
Our own St. Maximilian Kolbe Adult Choir will perform, 
alone on stage, for the Sounds of Christmas Experience, 

opening the 11:00 am show.      ~Cost $120. 
Contact Marianne @ 643-1293 for more information. 
~See the lighted Rockefeller Center Christmas tree! 

~Visit the St. Patrick's Cathedral Nativity scene 
awaiting Baby Jesus! 

 
 
 
We welcome new parishioners. If you would like to 
join our parish, registration forms may be found in our 
church narthex and in the parish office or if you prefer,   
register online at www.stmaxkolbepoconos.org.  
You may also call the parish office (570-646-6424) and we 
would be happy to send you a registration form.  
Get involved……..Our Parish has many ministries 
where you are able to offer your gifts and talents to build up 
the Kingdom of God with our Parish Family. Liturgical,    
Social Outreach, Parish Activities, Christian Education, 
Stewardship and Communication are ways in which you 
can serve. Please call the Parish Office or go to our Parish 
Website: www.stmaxkolbepoconos.org and CLICK on 
“MINISTRY CONTACTS” for a complete list of the 
ministries. 

Winter Hours for Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Beginning in November, members of the prayer shawl 
ministry will meet once a month at 6:30 pm, on the 3rd 

Tuesday of the month,  
weather permitting.  

Nov. 19/ Dec. 17/  Jan. 21/ Feb. 18th 
All are welcome to attend and either knit or crochet. 

 
Winter Hours for the Saturday Prayer Group 
Beginning in November, members of the prayer group 

will meet once a month on the 2nd Saturday of the month 
at , weather permitting. 

Nov. 9/ Dec 14/ Jan 11/ Feb 8 
All are welcome to attend, for prayer and praise. 

                  BE SURE TO UPDATE YOUR  

EMAIL ADDRESS 

If you wish to receive email notifications 
from the  parish, be sure to contact the parish  
office to ensure we have your most current 
email address. Many addresses have not been      

updated for several years and are no longer in service.  To 
update your address, call the office at 570-646-6424 or 
email stmaxkol@ptd.net. 

Bulletin submissions can be emailed 
 to Marion Colvin at: mcol@ptd.net  

Please submit two weeks prior to publication date   
otherwise we cannot promise publication date desired. 

 ~ Thank You 

No enemy is so near 
that God is not nearer. 

 
 
 

I will take refuge  
in the shadow of your wings 
until the disaster has passed.   

                                ~Psalm 57:1 
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Parish Life 

FOOD PANTRY NEWS : Five Loaf House 
133 Fire House Rd., Pocono Pines 

Distributions are to qualified persons & families only. 
Distributions are the Second Monday of each month 

and the Tuesday following that Monday.  
Monday Hours 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.,  

12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. by appointment after these 
hours & Tuesday 8:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  

Food Donations  are accepted on Mon/Tues only, 
from 9 a.m. -11 a.m. or call 570-646-7456.  

Around The Diocese 

BE SURE TO UPDATE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS 

If you wish to receive email notifications from 
the  parish, be sure to contact the parish  office 
to ensure we have your most current email 
address. Many addresses have not been      
updated for several years and are no longer     
in service.  To update your address, call the    
office at 570-646-6424 or email stmaxkol@ptd.net. 

On Saturday, November 9, 2019, 9AM-3PM at St. John 
Neumann Parish in Scranton, the final 2019 Ministry 
Skills Workshop --“Faithful Curators: Discovering and 
Evaluating Resources for Serving a 21st Century 
Church” This workshop is ideal for DREs, catechists, 
and all Adult Faith Formation leaders. Registration is 
currently open for this workshop by following this link: 
h t t ps : / / www.dioce seof sc ra n ton .o r g /pa r i sh - l i f e /
formation/2019-ministry-formation-skills-workshop-series/ 

Meals on Wheels Volunteer Drivers Needed 
Can you spare 2-3 hours once a month to deliver meals 
to the homebound in the Tobyhanna/Tunkhannock 
Twshp. areas? If interested, call Sue Snell                   
@ 570-646-7163 or Linda at the Meals on Wheels    
office @ 570-424-8794. 

SCRANTON PREPARATORY SCHOOL 
www.scrantonprep.org/openhouse 

The Scholarship Entrance Exam will be held on      
Saturday, December 7th for eight grade students        
interested in applying for the fall term of 2020.       
Registration will begin at 8:30 am and the exam    

starts at 9:00 am. Students may register and apply     
by visiting www.scrantonprep.org 

St. Max has a new look on our website: 
www.stmaxkolbepoconos.org.  

Click on “About” for the  
Parish History, Bulletins and Contacts.  

You’ll also find information about the Ministries our 
Parish has to offer, Sacraments and a Registration 
Form for the 2019-2020 Religious Education year. 

The Orphan Outreach Ministry of Our Lady Queen of 
Peace will host a Tricky Try on November 9th to 
benefit disabled orphans in Ukraine. Over 150 large 
themed baskets, including wine and spirit baskets and 
gift certificates.  This is an opportunity for you to follow 
Jesus’ command to ‘minister to orphans in their time of 
distress (James 1:27) and have fun at the same time. 
Handicapped accessible, children welcomed.  Doors 
open at 9:00; drawing starts at 12:30.  Admission:$10. 
includes one Level one sheet of tickets. Add’l levels also 
available.  Food and beverages available for sale. Do not 
have to be present to win but preferred. Call: Sandie 
Flannery 570-350-9652 or flannery@qopchurch.org  

Because of you, the Diocese of Scranton is able to continue 
to provide support for: 
 our seminarians who are devoutly answering God’s call 

with passion and commitment, 
 our children in our Catholic schools and parish 

religious education programs who are learning about 
what it means to be Catholic and the importance of 
serving others, 

 our good priests, deacons and parish life coordinators 
who serve us so generously, 

 parishioners, young and old, who have a fervent desire 
to deepen their faith through prayer, service and active 
participation in our parish ministries, 

 and our friends and neighbors who face challenges in 
their lives and need a helping hand to lift them up and 
give them hope. 

“OUR HEARTS WERE MADE FOR YOU,  
O LORD, AND THEY ARE RESTLESS 

 UNTIL THEY REST IN YOU.” 
~ST. AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO 


