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Saturday Confessions 3:00 pm 
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We Worship ~ We Teach ~ We Care 
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GOSPEL MEDITATION 

Monday, February 17th, Feast Day of  
 The Seven Founders of the Servite Order. 

In 1240, seven noblemen of Florence mutually decided to 
withdraw from the city to a solitary place for prayer and 
direct service of God. The names of the Seven Holy      
Founders are known, but the Church celebrates them as a 
group, with their individuality ceding to their group      
identity. Together they accomplished more than seven men 
working separately could ever have accomplshed. Their 
confraternity became an Order, and that Order still exists 
for the mutual spiritual benefit of all, a theological guild 
holding its members to high standards of spiritual          
perfection. Servite priests and brothers are still active in 
various countries around the world, hundreds of years after 
the Order’s founding. This is a testament to the immovable, 
rock solid, foundation on which its Seven Holy Founders 
constructed their spiritual and theological home.  

People are not property. We cannot exchange them at will 
or simply use them for our own designs and purposes. 
What does the word “commitment” mean to you? We can 
begin to understand its meaning by looking at some     
synonyms: dedication, devotion, allegiance, loyalty,     
faithfulness, fidelity, and bond. Commitment is primarily 
about relationship, and Jesus is all about relationships. 
How our lives affect others, how we treat our brothers and 
sisters, how we resolve conflict, and how we view the 
vows of marriage. Jesus’ teachings on obeying the        
commandments, murder, reconciliation, marriage, divorce, 
and adultery all stem from the sacredness of commitment. 
All of this has a God connection. 
We can easily see one another as interchangeable and     
dispensable. We treat so much of our lives this way. What 
works today may not be what I want tomorrow. We search 
and search for the right thing only to find our hearts still 
restless in the end. Is real happiness achievable this side of 
the grave? Sometimes we expect too much out of others 
and want our relationships to fill a hole that we must figure 
out how to fill ourselves. Any seasoned married couple 
will tell you that their love for one another changes as time 
passes. Even though the understanding of romance changes 
as life changes, the dedication, devotion, allegiance,       
loyalty, faithfulness, and fidelity all remain and even 
deepen. 
Some relationships can be hurtful, and God does not want 
us to live with abuse or pain. Also, how a relationship    
develops is sometimes out of our control, and we become 
the victim of someone else’s decision. But we can’t be self
-focused in our relationships and see them exclusively as 
self-fulfilling ends. We are companions on life’s journey 
with varying depths of relationships being enjoyed by all 
who are with us along the way. We have the freedom to 
choose. God asks us to do so wisely, with right judgment 
and thinking. 

“Do not take a false oath,  
but make good to the Lord  

all that you vow.” 
~Mt 5:33b 



Saturday   4:00 pm 
 

Anne Marie Alcamo 
by Nat Alcamo 

Sunday   8:00 am For The Parishioners 

 10:30 am  Christopher Madere 
by Marybeth and Greg Landry 

Monday   9:15 am Leo Lenick 
by Mary Ann Lenick 

Tuesday   9:15 am Eugene Gartner & Daughter  
Denise by Joan Gartner 

Wed  9:15 am Marie Latzanich 
by Friends 

Thursday   9:15 am Martin Wible 
by Angelina Wible 

Friday   9:15 am Communion Service 

Saturday   4:00 pm Jim Bannigan 
by The Bannigan Family 

Sunday   8:00 am For The Parishioners 

 10:30 am Eric Esten 
by Margaret McDonald 

February 15th through February 23rd 

Sunday Collection 2/02/2020…………….  $   5,139.   
Capital……………………………………          324. 
Diocese Collection for Care & Education..        241. 

Thank You for Your Generosity 

       
        Confessions -Saturday 3 pm 
 
    

  
First Friday Adoration  

 held after  9:15 am Communion 
                Service each month.  

9:15 am mass will still be celebrated  
when we have a funeral mass that day. 
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Saturday:       1 Kgs 12:26-32; 13:33-34; Mk 8:1-10 
Sunday:         Sir 15:15-20;  1 Cor 2:6-10; Mt 5:17-37 
Monday:        Jas 1:1-11; Mk 8:11-13 
Tuesday:        Jas 1:12-18; Mk 8:14-21 
Wednesday:   Jas 1:19-27; Mk 8:22-26 
Thursday:      Jas 2:1-9; Mk 8:27-33 
Friday:           Jas 2:14-24, 26; Mk 8:34—9:1 
Saturday:       1 Pt 5:1-4; Mt 16:13-19 
Sunday:         Lv 19:1-2, 17-18; 1 Cor 3:16-23;  
                      Mt 5:38-48 
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 Parish Life 

FAITH FORMATION  
UPDATES AND REMINDERS 

Important Reminders:  
Students in grades 6-8 are encouraged to bring a     

snack or lunch to class following the 
10:30 a.m. Mass.  
PLEASE NOTE: THE TIME FOR 
CLASSES FOR GRADES 6, 7 AND 
8 IS NOW 11:30 A.M.-12:45 P.M. 
Important Dates:  

In observance of Presidents’ Day, there will be  
no classes on Sunday, February 16.   

The First Communion Retreat will be held Saturday, 
March 28, at 10 a.m. 
The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated at 
St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish on Monday, April 27, 
2020 at 6:30 p.m. Our celebrant will be the Most     
Reverend Joseph Bambera, Bishop of the Diocese of 
Scranton. Practice for Confirmation will be        
Thursday, April 23, at 6 p.m.  
The Sacrament of First Holy Communion will be 
celebrated at St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish on Sunday, 
May 3, 2020 at the 10:30 a.m. Mass.  

  FAITH FORMATION 
  CANCELLATION PROCEDURES 

Parents, in the event of inclement 
weather, you will receive an email from 
Melissa, Coordinator of Religious        
Education, if classes are cancelled. If you 
do not receive regular emails from the 
parish, kindly contact the parish office to 
ensure we have your most recent email address. You 
may also call the parish office on Sunday morning to 
check if classes are  cancelled for the day.  

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
In order to understand and    
appreciate the Sacrament of 
Baptism, expectant parents are 
required to attend Baptism 
preparation.  
A call to the parish office    
approximately four months   

before your child is due will make the scheduling of 
your pre-Baptism session easier and give you ample 
time to prepare for this Sacrament of Initiation to the 
life of grace. For more information, contact Melissa 
Laverty in the parish office.  

UPCOMING PRE-JORDAN SESSION  
In order to understand and appreciate the Sacrament of 
Baptism, expectant parents are required to attend   
Baptism preparation. A Pre-Jordan 
session will be held for all parents           
preparing for their baby’s baptism on 
Sunday, February 23, at 12 p.m. in 
the parish hall. Since parents are seen 
as their child’s primary teachers, the 
Pre-Jordan preparation session seeks 
to offer parents both the support of 
the community and an opportunity 
for reassessing their own faith and responsibilities. For 
more information, contact Melissa Laverty in the    
parish office.  

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 
Adults who would like to become      
members of the Catholic Church are    
welcomed into a process of inquiry and 
formation. It is open to those who have 
never been baptized, those baptized         
in another Christian Church and those     

baptized as infants in the Catholic Church but who 
have not received further catechetical formation nor,              
consequently, the Sacraments of Confirmation and/or 
Eucharist.  For information please call the office. 

SCRIPTURE STUDY FOR COUPLES 
Our parish would like to begin a Scripture Study 
group for Catholic married couples. If you would       
be interested in attending this study, contact        

Melissa in the parish office         
at 570-646-6424 or by email at 
St.MaxMelissa@outlook.com. If 
enough couples are interested, the 
study will begin this spring.  

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF            
COMMUNION AND                                             

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED 
If anyone is interested in serving in these vital        
ministries, contact the parish office. Altar servers of 
all ages are needed for weekend and weekday 
Masses.  
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Parish Life Parish Life 

                   

 

            Sanctuary Light 
         For Children of Abortion 
           
           Bread and Wine  

                      For Victims of Abortion 
          

          Altar Flowers 
  In Memory of Mario Nocelli 
      by Rich and Rae Trisciuzzi 

K of C Meetings are the 1st & 3rd Mondays  
of the month @ 7 pm in the parish hall.  

~ http://knights13752.webs.com/  
~Facebook: Knights of Columbus Pocono Pines  

Week of February 9, 2020 

 
 
 
 
 

Jay Crandall   ~  Bill Gleason  ~   Richard Snell   
Kim Maria Giganti  ~  Fr. Ed Kearns ~   Jennifer Royall  

Deacon Frank   ~  Joan Harrigan   
Eileen O’Neill  ~ Samson Colborn  

Jamie Nderitu  ~  Maurice Berger  ~  Sal Rullis  
Bill Goodwin ~  Msgr. Fitzpatrick   

JoAnn Berger  ~ Ryan Miller ~ Frank Ware 
Cathy Valente ~ Fr. Anthony Urban ~ Jenyl Moody 

John Mercer ~ Bette Jayne Kovich 
Pasquale & Josephine Papa ~ Katherine Krais 

Katie Scully  ~ Theresa Lockyer  
Chrissy Johnson ~ Michael Dembinski 

……..And For All Members, Family  and Friends that 
are in need of Prayers, Lord Hear Our Prayer. 

 
Hospital Visits -  

Due to the Health Insurance Portability and  
Accountability Act (HIPAA), the parish is unaware when a  
parishioner is in the hospital. If you or a loved one would 
like a hospital visit from Father Sean, contact the parish 

office to make arrangements. 

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
One of the greatest and most necessary gifts God 
gives us is free will. We always have the ability to 
choose. Life or death and good or evil are two of the 
core decisions every human being must make. We can 
choose to love and choose whether to pursue a       
relationship with God. True salvation comes when we 
make the choices that keep us focused on God and 
God’s commandments. How we view others reveals 
what choices we have made. People are not property, 
and they are not dispensable. We cannot exchange 
them at will or use them for our own self-serving 
ends. For this reason, God holds high the commitment 
of marriage and the integrity of all of our                 
relationships. This is the basis of God’s teaching on 
forgiveness and reconciliation, and the reason        
adultery is prohibited. 

Sunday, Feb. 16th: 
                      Community Dinner - 2 pm 
 
Monday, Feb. 17th: 

The Parish Office will be closed in  
observance of President’s Day 

 
Wednesday, Feb. 19th: 

Men’s Cornerstone - 7 pm 
 
Sunday, February 23rd: 

  Pre-Jordan Session  – 12 pm 
 

          

  LOOKING AHEAD: 
 

           Friday, February 28th: 
 

          St. Max Take Out Lenten Buffet 
    

RETIREMENT! NOW WHAT? 

The next session will be held on March 12th. 

from 7 pm to 8:30 pm 
 Don’t miss this important series of discussions that 

highlight topics of interest for retirees and those       
contemplating retirement.  Everyone is warmly        

invited to attend. To sign up, contact Bob at          
rbgettis@comcast.net or contact the parish office.  
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Parish Life Parish Life 

We welcome new parishioners.   
If you would like to join our parish,      
registration forms may be found in our 
church narthex and in the parish office or 
if you prefer, you can register online at 

www.stmaxkolbepoconos.org.  
You may also call the parish office (570-646-6424) and 
we would be happy to send you a registration form.  
Why is it so important to register in a parish? 
Registration is the official way we join a parish          
community. Many people think because they attend       
a particular parish that they automatically belong.      
Registration shows you belong. It is also necessary for 
certain benefits, like scheduling sacraments, obtaining 
sponsor certificates, and getting donation statements for 
taxes. Most importantly, it lets the parish count on you 
and to call on you to assist in its mission. Registering in 
the parish is a statement of faith and confidence in the 
life and work of the parish. 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 
Sunday: 9 am to 10:15 am 

Monday thru Wednesday: 9 am to 2 pm 
Thursday:  9 to Noon                Friday: Closed 

Bulletin submissions can be emailed 
 to Marion Colvin at: mcol@ptd.net  

Please submit two weeks prior to publication date           
otherwise we cannot promise publication date desired. 

 ~ Thank You 

Quotes from “Footprints” by Margaret Fishback Powers 

   

Conversion to Christ makes  
useful saints out of useless sinners. 

 
 
 
 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,  
he is a new creation;  

the old has gone, the new has come! 
2 Corinthians 5:17 

Attn:  Weis Markets Shoppers 
If you shop at Weis Markets, please save your receipts 
for us.  Our Parish participates in a program where 
we receive a rebate on your purchases. A few times 

during the year, these receipts are assembled, tallied 
up and sent to Weis.  A check will later be received 
which helps St. Max pay its expenses. Please bring 
your receipts into the office or drop them into the     

collection basket.       ~Thank You 

Immaculata Prayer Group - Winter Schedule 
2nd Sat. of the Month at 2:30 p.m. (time change) 

Next Meeting - March 14th 
Everyone is invited to attend for  

Prayer and Praise. 
 

The St. Max Prayer Shawl Group is meeting on 
the third Tuesday of the Month at 6:30 pm 
during the winter months. The next meeting               

is March 16th  -All are welcome 

Don’t Live a Lie 
One day, my son was explaining to his mother that he 
felt she had lied to him. It was nothing very important, 
but he wanted to take this opportunity to share how 
important telling the truth is to him. He explained that 
he simply tells it like it is in all aspects of his life. But 
an hour later, we caught him in a lie! Again, it was not 
about a matter of life and death, but it was a lie. When 
confronted with his own previous words on how     
important the telling the truth was to him, he just 
smiled. Yes, the guilty often have no words of         
defense. 
Jesus said it best in Matthew 5: “Let your ‘yes’ mean 
‘yes’ and your ‘no’ mean ‘no.’” He was warning his 
disciples about false oaths and then instructing them 
on the fullness of the Hebrew laws. We may try to do 
what we say and say what we mean, but it can be all 
too easy to fall short. We call ourselves disciples yet 
provide evidence to the contrary buy our actions (or 
lack of them).  
Even if we feel that we have lied to no one, we       
may have lied to ourselves. We portray ourselves as 
generous, thankful, and loving people, yet fail to      
answer God’s call in a situation because we perceive 
the cost to be too great. Jesus did not simply mean for 
his message to be about two words. He also meant that 
when you say you are a disciple, make sure you are a 
disciple as well.   — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Parish Life 

FOOD PANTRY NEWS : Five Loaf House 
133 Fire House Rd., Pocono Pines 

Distributions are to qualified persons & families only on the 
2nd Monday of the month and the Tuesday       following 
that Monday.  Monday Hours 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. and 

12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
by appointment after these hours & Tuesday 8:30 a.m. to 
11:00 a.m.  Food Donations  are accepted on Mon/Tues 

only, from 9 a.m. -11 a.m. or call 570-646-7456.  

HA Valerie Novak ~  Sr. Airman Charlie Maldanado 
  Alston Smart, Jr.~ Eugene Maslar, Jr  

Sgt. Matthew Price ~ 1st Lt. Mark Gaido 
Airman Patrick Alminde ~ TECH Sgt. William D. Olsen 

Seaman Nicole Beckman   ~  Cpl. John P. Bramley 
Lt. Joseph V. Yuskaitis, Jr.  

Major Thomas M. Smith  ~ S Sgt. Amber Keppol   
2nd Class Petty Officer DC2, Jeffrey Royall  
 Sgt. Andrew Malave  ~ Sgt. Matthew Ponce  

PFC Lars Hicks  ~  Lance Corporal Kevin Horoszewski  
Lord, hold our troops in you loving hands. 

Meals on Wheels Volunteer Drivers Needed 
Can you spare 2-3 hours once a month to deliver 
meals to the homebound in the Tobyhanna/
Tunkhannock Twshp. areas? If interested, call Sue 
Snell @ 570-646-7163 or Linda at the Meals on 
Wheels office @ 570-424-8794. 

Would you like more information  
about St. Maximilian? 

Go to our website:  

www.stmaxkolbepoconos.org.  

Around the Diocese 

“MEN, SAVE THE DATE! The 6th annual Diocese 
of Scranton Men’s Conference will be held on         
Saturday, April 25, 2020 at Holy Redeemer High 
School in Wilkes-Barre”. 

Parishioners Celebrating 
 25th or 50th Wedding Anniversary in 2020 

His Excellency, the Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, 
D.D., J.C. L., Bishop of Scranton, and the Office for   
Parish Life wish to invite couples celebrating their 25th 
or 50th Wedding Anniversary in 2020 to a diocesan 
Wedding Anniversary Mass on Sunday, June 14.   
The event includes a 2:20 pm mass at St. Peter’s        
Cathedral followed by a reception. Requests for an     
invitation from the diocese should be made through the 
parish office before March 16, 2020. 
Couples who missed their special year may also be     
included in 2020.  
Members of St. Max may call the office to register or for 
additional information.   

Around the Diocese 

Do You Want to Know More  
About the Annulment Process?: 

 In the Diocese of Scranton, the annulment process is 
now more “user friendly” than you might expect, and 
there is no longer a processing fee. Please contact your 
pastor or the Diocesan Tribunal Office (570-207-
2246) to begin a conversation.  It is possible to get 
clear answers to these questions and to renew your 
connection with the Church. 

Ash Wednesday Retreat 
The Office for Parish Life will offer a Retreat on 

Wednesday, February 26, 2020 at the Diocesan Pastoral   
Center, 330 Wyoming Avenue, Scranton.  The day will begin 
at 9:30 a.m. and end at 2:30 p.m.  The faithful of the Diocese 
are invited to share in this day of prayer. Catherine Butel, 
Diocesan Secretary for Parish Life, will lead the retreat with 
the theme “Radiate Christ.”  The day will include the 12:10 
p.m. Mass celebrated in St. Peter’s Cathedral.  The Sacrament 
of Reconciliation will be available prior to Mass, and lunch  
served after Mass. The fee is $30, which includes           
lunch.    Go to https://www.dioceseofscranton.org/parish-life/
ash-wednesday-retreat/     Hope you can all attend. 

Stress in your marriage? 
Do you feel alone?  Are you bored, disillusioned, frustrated 
or angry in your relationship?  Do you experience coldness 
or conflict in your relationship?   
Retrouvaille is a program that helps couples through        
difficult times in their marriages.  This program has helped 
thousands of couples experiencing difficulties in their     
marriages.  If you are thinking about, or  already are,       
separated or divorced, there could still be hope for you.   
For confidential information about, or to register for         
the program on May 29 – 31, please call 631-338-5413      
or 570-207-2213, or visit the website at 
www.HelpOurMarriage.org.  

Longtime friend and summer parishioner  
Robert "Bob" Bies passed away on January 17th, 2020.   

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Terry Bies, at 
their summer home in Tennessee, 9308 Atherton Dr, 

Brentwood TN 07027.  
Mass will be celebrated in memory of Bob on  

July 19th, 2020 at 10:30 am 

            Prayers for Military 

       and Government Service                                                                                                                                                                                                                                


