
 

Mass Schedule:  
Cancelled until further notice 

  Saturday 4:00 pm 
 Sunday 8:00 am  & 10:30 am     
Saturday Confessions 3:00 pm 

5112 Pocono Crest Road   
PO Box O  

 Pocono Pines, PA 18350  
570-646-6424   

MISSION STATEMENT 

We Worship ~ We Teach ~ We Care 

Come to Christ 
 
Life is perhaps God’s greatest 
gift to each of us. Without life, 
we would be unable to 
experience all the wonder of 
this world, the love of family 
and friends, and the joy that 
comes from using our talents 
and skills. Life itself is more 
profound a gift than we can 
even truly contemplate. 
On Easter, we celebrate life. 
For on this day, Jesus Christ 
conquered death and gave to us 
the chance for a life eternal. 
The wonder, love, and joy of 
this world does not have to 
end. Through a life in Jesus 
Christ, these emotions are 
heightened, and we find even 
greater fulfillment in this 
world. 

Faith 
CAN MOVE MOUNTAINS 



ST. MAXIMILIAN KOLBE, PRIEST AND MARTYR, PRAY FOR US  

    Reverend Sean G. Carpenter  
~ Pastor 

 
Deacon Frank Gisoldi  

 
Deacon Tom Amoroso 

 
Melissa Laverty  

Pastoral Associate ~ St.MaxMelissa@outlook.com 
 Coordinator of Religious Education 

 
Juli Reese 

Office Manager ~ Stmaxkol@ptd.net 
 

John Marcinkowski, Jr. 
Coordinator of Music ~ jjm1105@ptd.net 

Visit us on the web @ www.stmaxkolbepoconos.org 

St. Maximilian Kolbe 
Parish Staff 

When we awoke this morning, we found ourselves 
blessed with another day. It is Easter Sunday. As that 
thought crossed our minds, did we find ourselves 
saying “so what” or “alleluia”? For many, today is 
truly a day of alleluia. For others, it is just another day 
of “so what.” Faith makes a huge difference. It not 
only makes a difference in how we understand today 
and the significance of what we celebrate, it also 
makes a huge difference in terms of how we 
understand ourselves. 
Succeed, live well, be productive, find your niche, 
follow your dreams, make money, protect your social 
status, be politically correct, and keep your 
preferences to yourself are pretty good examples of 
the messages our secular life wants us to hear. In and 
of themselves, they don’t sound all that harmful. But 
when really examined, they are. The life of 
resurrection embodied in the Gospel tells us a much 
different story. 
Life keeps us busy. We are always connected, 
distracted, occupied, and working. For many of us, an 
agenda awaits us before we even start our day, and 
unfinished stuff is brought with us when we retire at 
night. Make the best of life and “find your own road 
to happiness are messages we all too easily believe. 
The “so what” response to the new life of resurrection 
is often the result of believing that life is only what I 
make it. What God has to say isn’t important to me 
securing my next raise. 
Sadly, we live as if the grave is the end. While we 
may give the wonder of heaven a blink now and then, 
its glory really doesn’t impress us or matter all that 
much. It’s all about the here and now and what I need 
to do today to get where I want to be tomorrow. We 
tend to put off considering the one significant 
“tomorrow” that will come the millisecond after we 
take our last breath. When that happens, will we want 
to be thinking “so what?” or “alleluia”? 
There is only one Jesus, one mission, and one 
resurrection. There is also only one of us. Have you 
ever pondered what one solitary, humble human life 
can do? Faith, not our world, tells us how special we 
are. We are not robots. We are not replaceable. We 
have one shot. There are no do-overs. Love is at our 
core and unites us together as one with the God of 
love who so desperately wants us to be with Him 
forever. This may not match our secular agenda, but it 
ought to make our true inner agenda leap for joy. 
There doesn’t need to be an end. I can live forever. 

Alleluia! 

 

“Do not be afraid! 
I know that you are seeking  

Jesus the crucified. He is not here 
for he had been raised just as  

he said. Come and see the place 
 where he lay.”        ~ Mt 28:5b-6 



Due to the church closure, we have no donations to 
report. We thank those who continue to support 

through Parish Pay or other means.           
Thank You for Your Generosity 

       
 

Confessions/Anointing of the Sick  
by appointment -only for serious need 

 
    

First Friday Adoration  
Is suspended until further notice 

ST. MAXIMILIAN KOLBE, PRIEST AND MARTYR, PRAY FOR US  

Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Col 3:1-4; Jn 20:1-9 

Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33; Mt 28:8-15 

Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41; Jn 20:11-18 

Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10; Lk 24:13-35 

Thursday: Acts 3:11-26; Lk 24:35-48 

Friday:  Acts 4:1-12; Jn 21:1-14 

Saturday: Acts 4:13-21; Mk 16:9-15 

Next Sunday: Acts 2:42-47; 1 Pt 1:3-9; Jn 20:19-31 

 

 

Any mass that has been previously scheduled at            
St. Maximilian, both daily and/or weekend, will still be 
celebrated with the intention requested. Those masses 
will be celebrated in private by Fr. Sean and  Fr. Mike    
and Fr. Vito. Future Mass intentions will be published 
when our parish returns to normal. 

St. Max Parish Family,  
The church will be closed until further notice with no 
daily visitation hours. While the parish office is 
closed, email and voicemail will be monitored at all 
times. If you have an emergency, email 
St.MaXMelissa@outlook.com or call 570-646-6424. 
 
Daily Masses are offered online as stated in the 
previous bulletin.  
 
O u r  b u l l e t i n s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a t 
Stmaxkolbepoconos.org and Parishesonline.com. 
(type in our parish name in the search  bar.  Many 
other parishes are located at this website also.  
 
 Most Reverend Joseph Bambera, Bishop of 
Scranton, gave a directive to all parish pastors that to 
help prevent the spread of COVID-19: Until further 
notice, all baptisms and weddings are suspended until 
further notice and the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
and Anointing of the Sick will only be done in the 
gravest of circumstances. Funeral Masses and 
services have also been suspended but grave-side 
burial services are still allowed when appropriate for 
immediate family members only. In his directive, 
Bishop Bambera stressed that while these are 
extremely difficult decisions to make, they are being 
done to keep everyone as safe as possible.   
 The Diocese of Scranton also has updates in our 
diocese  on their wesite. 
Keep checking your emails from our parish staff for 
the latest from Bishop Bambers and from our Pastor, 
Fr. Sean. 

                                          May we all pray … for the  
                                          Sick and the Homebound  
                                          of  our Parish….for those 
suffering from the current Covid 19 virus….for the 
hardship's that families may have financially through 
loss of employment.….for those suffering from 
depression and anxiety.….for those on the frontline of 
the pandemic ~our healthcare workers, military, 
police, firefighters, law enforcement, politicians, and 
federal government.           ~Lord Hear Our Prayer.  

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
Our world wants us to believe that life is only what we 
make of it. Today, we realize how untrue that is. Life is 
ultimately about what God makes of it, and the 
resurrection of Jesus reveals this. Alleluia, Christ is 
risen! Who do you understand yourself to be? What we 
did yesterday, are doing today, and may do tomorrow 
pretty much determine how we perceive ourselves. We 
even perceive Jesus this way in limiting our vision of 
him to his earthly accomplishments. But, we know 
through today’s triumphant celebration that Christ is 
much more than his earthly legacy. The transfigured 
and resurrected Christ is the beginning, the end, and the 
fulfillment of all things and every person. All that Jesus 
did stands in second place to who we now know him to 
be. Do we realize that this will be our journey too? 
Christ is risen. Alleluia, alleluia! 


