
 

Mass Schedule:  
Cancelled until further notice 

  Saturday 4:00 pm 
 Sunday 8:00 am  & 10:30 am     
Saturday Confessions 3:00 pm 

5112 Pocono Crest Road   
PO Box O  

 Pocono Pines, PA 18350  
570-646-6424   

MISSION STATEMENT 

We Worship ~ We Teach ~ We Care 

"I shall sing forever the Lord's 
mercy." (Ps 89 [88]) This 
Sunday is popularly known as 
Mercy of God Sunday. Between 
1930 and 1938 Christ appeared 
to Sister Faustina, a Sister of 
Mercy in Poland who initiated 
the Divine Mercy devotion. She 
was canonized on April 30, 
2000, the Sunday after Easter, 
the Feast of Divine Mercy. On 
Good Friday, 1937, Jesus 
requested that Blessed Faustina 
make a special novena before 
the Feast of Mercy, from Good 
Friday through the following 
Saturday. Jesus also asked that a 
picture be painted according to 
the vision of Himself as the 
fountain of mercy. He gave her 
a chaplet to be recited and said 
that it was appropriate to pray 
the chaplet at three o'clock each 
afternoon (the Hour of Great 
Mercy).  

Divine Mercy 
Sunday 
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Thomas answered and said to him,  
“My Lord and my God!” 

Jesus said to him, “Have you come to 
believe because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen    
and have believed.” 

~Jn 20:28-29 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 
A person was going through a very dark time, questioning 
the meaning of life, not feeling very purposeful or 
worthwhile, and feeling disconnected and unappreciated. 
Suddenly, they gazed up at the night sky, found 
themselves in awe of all the stars and constellations, and 
exclaimed, “I am here on purpose and I am loved!” 
Having been brought by God to this moment of intense 
connection and awareness, his life changed from that 
moment on.  
If we are always preoccupied with the challenges, 
obligations, and stuff of daily life, we can easily miss the 
wonderful opportunities when the resurrected Christ is 
knocking at our door. If we open ourselves to the fullness 
of experience, we will find ourselves listening and 
embracing all that is around us, being caught up in the 
magnificence of creation’s grandeur and knowing in our 
heart and soul that God is and I am. 
While that sounds like a simple, tell-me-something-I 
don’t-know kind of revelation, it is life changing when it 
takes root in the depth of a person’s soul. Stumbling upon 
this awesome truth and internalizing it doesn’t require an 
assent of the mind. It beckons for a claim on our soul. We 
find ourselves knowing something profound that cannot 
be explained or reasoned, but purely is. When we are 
caught up in an experience and encounter the truth, it 
doesn’t matter how all of the pieces got put together. 
Truth is simply truth. The “my Lord and my God” 
responses we utter are not evoked because all of the 
pieces of faith and life make reasonable sense. The “my 
Lord and my God” affirmations come when we are lifted 
up out of our preoccupations and silliness and are in the 
presence of mystery and mercy. 
God is mystery, one who is beyond our grasp but at the 
same time within our reach, knowable yet unknowable. 
And when in the presence of mystery, there comes an 
intense experience of mercy.   We know deep within the 
essence of ourselves — and in the very life of creation — 
this beating, unconditionally accepting, life-sustaining, 
profound, mysterious yet familiar presence of love. We 
have found our peace. “Peace be with you.” Breathe in 
and breathe out. Peace.  

A prayer for a faith that defeats worry: 
“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow 
will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of 
its own.” (Matthew 6:34) 
Father God, You shower the lilies of the field with beauty 
and feed the birds of the air. Build my faith to depend on 
You entirely for every need and not on the things of this 
world or my strength and abilities. Not one day can be 
added to my life through worry. As my heavenly Father, 
You know what I need and You provide for all my cares. 
Help me to trust You to care for me. 



Due to the church closure, we have no donations to 
report. We thank those who continue to support 

through Parish Pay or by other means.  In addition 
your donation can be mailed to St. Maximilian at  

PO Box O, Pocono Pines, PA 18350         

       Confessions/Anointing of the Sick  
   by appointment -only for serious need 
    

First Friday Adoration  
         Suspended until further notice 

ST. MAXIMILIAN KOLBE, PRIEST AND MARTYR, PRAY FOR US  

Sunday: Acts 2:42-47; 1 Pt 1:3-9; Jn 20:19-31  
Monday: Acts 4:23-31’ Jn 3:1-8 
Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37; Jn 3:7b-15 
Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26’ Jn 3:16-21 
Thursday: Acts 5:27-33; Jn 3:31-36 
Friday:             Acts 5:34-42’ Jn 6:1-15  
Saturday: 1 Pt 5:5b-14;Mk 16:15-20 
Sunday: Acts 2:14, 22-33; 1 Pt 1:17-21;  
                        Lk 24:13-35 

 

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
Have you ever experienced awe? Awe is commonly 
defined as a feeling of reverential respect mixed with 
fear or wonder. A moment of awe has the ability to lift 
us up out of ourselves and immerse us into something 
that causes us to wonder about ourselves, the meaning 
of life, and truth. Awe is an experience of connection 
that links us to something that is beyond the normal 
happenings of life. For us who believe that the 
resurrected Christ is present in all of life and the 
totality of the universe, being touched by awe can lead 
us to exclaim, “My Lord and my God!” Pondering the 
vastness of God’s presence also brings us to a profound 
sense of God’s mercy, which is the showering of His 
unconditional love on each of His daughters and sons. 
When we internalize this mystery, we may find 
ourselves standing in awe once again and feeling an 
intense sense of peace. 

Covid-19: A Prayer of Solidarity 
For all who have contracted coronavirus, 

     We pray for care and healing. 
For those who are particularly vulnerable, 

     We pray for safety and protection. 
For all who experience fear or anxiety, 

     We pray for peace of mind and spirit. 
For affected families who are facing difficult decisions 

between food on the table or public safety, 
     We pray for policies that recognize their plight. 

For those who do not have adequate health insurance, 
     We pray that no family will face  

financial burdens alone. 
For those who are afraid to access care due 

 to immigration status, 
     We pray for recognition of the God-given  

dignity of all. 
For our brothers and sisters around the world, 

     We pray for shared solidarity. 
For public officials and decisionmakers, 
     We pray for wisdom and guidance. 

Father, during this time may your Church be a sign of 
hope, comfort and love to all.   Grant peace.  ~   Grant 

comfort. ~  Grant healing  ~  Be with us, Lord. 
Amen. 

~Our church will be closed until further notice with 
no daily visitation hours. If you have an emergency, 
email St.MaXMelissa@outlook.com or call 570-646-
6424.  Emails and voicemails will be monitored at 
all times.  
~Daily Masses are offered online as stated in the 
previous bulletin and in emails from our parish.  
~ O u r  b u l l e t i n s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a t 
Stmaxkolbepoconos.org and Parishesonline.com. 
(type in our parish name in the search  bar.  Many 
other parishes are located at this website also.  

Saturday:    EASTER MASS INTENTIONS’ 
Sunday:      For The Parishioners 
                   EASTER MASS INTENTIONS 
Monday:     EASTER MASS INTENTIONS 
Tuesday:     Anne Marie Alcamo 
                     by Nat Alcamo 
Wednesday:Eugene Gartner & Daughter Denise 
                     by Joan Gartner 
Thursday:    Nicholas & Lena Casciano  
                     by Marie DeVito & Family 
Saturday:     Frank and John McKenna 
                     by Theresa Lockyer 
Sunday:       For The Parishioners 
                     Christopher Madere  
                      by Mary Beth and Greg Landry 

 
Bread and Wine: For Victims of Abortion 

 
Masses are celebrated by Fr. Sean in private. 

APRIL 18TH THROUGH APRIL 26TH 


