
 

 

Mass Schedule:  
Cancelled until further notice 

  Saturday 4:00 pm 
 Sunday 8:00 am  & 10:30 am     
Saturday Confessions 3:00 pm 

5112 Pocono Crest Road   
PO Box O  

 Pocono Pines, PA 18350  
570-646-6424   

MISSION STATEMENT 

We Worship ~ We Teach ~ We Care 

 

Jesus raised his 

eyes to heaven 

and said, 

“Father, the 

hour has come. 

Give glory to 

your son, so that 

your son may 

glorify you.” 

Jn 7:1 



ST. MAXIMILLIAN KOLBE, PRIEST AND MARTYR, PRAY FOR US  
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Melissa Laverty  
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Juli Reese 
Office Manager ~ Stmaxkol@ptd.net 

 
John Marcinkowski, Jr. 

Coordinator of Music ~ jjm1105@ptd.net 

Visit us on the web @ www.stmaxkolbepoconos.org 
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“I glorified you on earth by 
accomplishing the work that  

You gave me to do. 
Now glorify me, Father, with you,  
with the glory that I had with you  

before the world began.”  
(Jn 17:4-5) 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 
What does faith and religion do for us? Ultimately, they 
remind us of some truths we conveniently forget: we 
are created by a loving God, we have imperfections, we 
sin, we need to be forgiven, we have a mission and a 
purpose, it’s not just about us, and we hunger for the 
joy of salvation. These are human truths that are not 
dependent upon whether we like them. Ignoring them 
places us on the paths of comfort and satisfaction as we 
blindly pursue the busyness and superficiality of our 
empty lives. Instead of pursuing supernatural and 
lasting pleasure, we choose things that are easier and 
quicker to obtain: sex, drugs, travel, houses, cars, fame, 
popularity, self-achievement and satisfaction, physical 
enjoyment, and the like. 
We may also find ourselves falling victim to more 
negative responses to what life brings us: anger, envy, 
lust, pride, gluttony, greed, and apathy. Human hearts 
can become so hardened to the truth that violence 
becomes the response of first choice. Being a Christian 
is hard! Yet, as Pope Francis reminds us, the Church 
needs to be a field hospital that has to be prepared to 
provide people with the remedy they need. What we 
need is Jesus Christ. The Church, with all of the glory 
of the sacraments, exists to help make Christ present 
and real for us. Once we find Christ, we find joy. Joy is 
a matter of the heart that is beyond pleasure and 
happiness. It is not found in some earthly satisfaction, 
only in Christ. 
Once we accept that we are destined to be in Christ, 
then we will discover eternal life. Namely, “that they 
should know you, the only true God, and the one whom 
you sent, Jesus Christ.” It is easy to conveniently forget 
truth and pursue illusions immediately within our grasp, 
but at what price? A man celebrating 60 years of 
marriage remarked that it took so much effort and so 
many attempts to convince his wife that they were 
meant to be together. Even his friends told him he was 
foolish. He easily could have given up and pursued 
other interests. He chose to persevere and is so grateful 
that he made that choice because he now has a pearl of 
great price. Do we see a value in persevering in our 
faith regardless of the cost? If we don’t take the risk, we 
could lose more than we know. 

Wednesday is the Feast Day of  
St. Augustine of Canterbury  

 
Augustine of Canterbury is 

known as the Apostle of England. 
He brought Christianity to England 
in the 6th century and became the 
first archbishop of Canterbury.  



Due to the church closure, we have no donations to 
report. We thank those who continue to support 

through Parish Pay or by other means.  In addition 
your donation can be mailed to St. Maximilian at  

PO Box O, Pocono Pines, PA 18350         

       Confessions/Anointing of the Sick  
        by appointment -only for serious need 
    

First Friday Adoration  
            Suspended until further notice 

 (Check your email for how this will be offered online) 

ST. MAXIMILIAN KOLBE, PRIEST AND MARTYR, PRAY FOR US  

Saturday: Acts 18:23-28; Jn 16:23b-28 
Sunday:  Acts 1:12-14; 1 Pt 4:13-16; Jn 17:1-11a 
Monday: Acts 19:1-8; Jn 16:29-33 
Tuesday: Acts 20:17-27; Jn 17:1-11a 
Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38/; Jn 17:11b-19 
Thursday: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Jn 17:20-26 
Friday:  Acts 25:13b-21;Jn 21:15-19 
Saturday: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Jn 21:20-25 
Sunday:  Acts 2:1-11; 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13;  
                        Jn 20:19-23 

~Our church will be closed until further notice with 
no daily visitation hours. If you have an emergency, 
email St.MaxMelissa@outlook.com or call 570-646-
6424.  Emails and voicemails will be monitored at 
all times.  
~Daily Masses are celebrated online. Check the 
emails sent by our parish.  

~Our bulletins are available online at:  
Stmaxkolbepoconos.org and Parishesonline.com. 

Type in our parish name and the zip code 18350 and   
the latest bulletin will open. 

Saturday:        Margaret Applin by Pat & John Connors 
Sunday:          John & Brian Donahue, Megan Pierson  
               by Theresa Lockyer 
Monday:          Carmela Dolly Ignetti by Ulichney Family 
Tuesday:          Joseph Conte by Marianne and John Hajduk 
Wednesday:     Arthur Clark by Marge McDonald 
Thursday:        Thomas McAndrew by Irene McAndrew 
Friday:            Terrance Howard by Judy Grace 
Saturday:         Anne Marie Alcamo by Nat Alcamo 
Sunday:            Tom, Mabel, Tom Jr. & Patricia Donahue 
    by Theresa Lockyer 
   

Bread and Wine:  For Victims of Abortion 
 

Masses are celebrated by Fr. Sean in private. 

May 23rd through May 31st 

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
Being real people of faith comes with a price. Have you 
ever been seen as unpopular, out of sync or peculiar 
because of your faith? St. Peter tells us, “If you are 
insulted for the name of Christ, blessed are you.” If being 
a Christian comes easy for us, then we ought to rethink 
how we approach our faith. Developing habits of prayer, 
living in accord with the Gospel, setting time aside each 
week for the practice of our faith, seeing our relationship 
with Christ as the center and focus of our families all 
come with sacrifice. We are going to look differently than 
other folks and we ought to. We are going to find 
ourselves doing less of the things we are “supposed to do” 
and more of the things we know we “ought to do or want 
to do.” This often means resisting secular tides and 
putting our boats into different waters. If this is what 
helps us know the one true God, then so be it. It also 
brings us to eternal life. 

Everlasting Easter 
The Easter season is almost over. This season is 
always a tougher one for us Catholics. We get Advent 
and Lent: preparation. We are on board with 
Christmas, mainly because we like to keep up our 
decorations until someone tells us the exact day we 
must take them down. But Easter as a season is a bit 
more difficult to observe. The rest of the world has 
moved on. There are no Easter eggs left in store 
windows and all those religious movies on television 
have given way to reruns or season-ending episodes. 
It just feels like Easter anywhere … except in the 
Church. 
The truth is that it should feel like Easter all year-
round in the Church. Every Sunday, we celebrate a 
mini-Easter. Our Lord is ALIVE! He is risen and 
alive, and we need to celebrate. We also need to be 
about the work of the Lord. We are an Easter people 
who bear witness to his resurrection through our 
stewardship. If he had never risen, then we would be 
called to nothing by no one. But he lives! As this 
Easter season is drawing to a close, it is prudent to 
reflect on what his death and resurrection mean for 
each of us. How has it changed us? How does it 
motivate us? It doesn’t look like Easter in most 
corners of the world, so it is up to us to bring a little 
Easter to every place we go and to everyone we meet. 



 

Memorial Day is an American holiday, 

observed on the last Monday of May, honoring 

the men and women who died while serving in 

the U.S. military.  

 Memorial Day 2020 occurs on  

Monday, May 25.  

Originally known as Decoration Day, it 

originated in the years following the Civil War 

and became an official federal holiday in 1971. 

Many Americans observe Memorial Day by 

visiting cemeteries or memorials, holding 

family gatherings and participating in parades. 

Unofficially, it marks the beginning of the 

summer season. 



===    ===    Donate If You Can    === 
 

Help for the Homeless:    Family Promise of Monroe County 
 ~Supplies food, shelter and support to  homeless families  with  children in Monroe County.                                 

www.familypromisepa.org           P.O. Box 1021, Stroudsburg, PA 18360 
 
                                                            God’s People Helping People  

          ~ Purchases food and essential supplies for homeless adults in our area   
            7520 Crestview Lane, Tobyhanna, PA 18466 

 
Help for the Hungry:             TOMEC Food Pantry 
                         ~ Food for the needy in our county.          133 Firehouse Road, Pocono Pines, PA 18350 
 

 Monroe County Meals on Wheels  
~ Supplies nutritious meals for older adults and the homebound.   

                             www.monroemeals.org                          901 Polk Valley Road, Stroudsburg, PA 18360 
 
Pro-Life and/or Help for Newborns and First-time Moms: 

 Shepherd’s Maternity Home 
 ~ Home for unwed mothers           P.O. Box 277, Analomink PA18320 

 
   Pregnancy Resource Center of the Poconos  

~ free and confidential care   
      www.prcpoconos.org         P.O. Box 1385, East Stroudsburg, PA 18301 

 
Nurse-Family Partnership  

~ A program to support first-time moms in need                                                                       
 www.NFPMOMS.org             2 Storm Street, Stroudsburg, PA 18360 

 
Help for the Abused: 

Women’s Resources of Monroe County  
~ Shelter for women, children and men who are victims of sexual and/or domestic violence                                  

www.wrmonroe.org               P.O. Box 645, Delaware Water Gap, PA  18327  
 

Help for the Underprivileged:  
Getting Ahead/Staying Ahead  

~ program administered by the Pocono Mountains United Way (and formerly Pocono Alliance) for  
Monroe County’s unemployed or under-employed who attend classes in order to make a better  

life for themselves and their families.        
         www.poconounitedway.org            301 McConnell Street, Stroudsburg, PA  18360 

 

A Note From Our St. Max Social Concerns Committee 
Below is a list of the non-profit organizations that the committee usually asks members of our 
Parish Family to support through various collections of essential items and funds each year.  
Since we are unable to coordinate these collections at Parish Gatherings at this time, we offer 
this contact information for those who are financially able to help by sending donations to the 
charity of their choice.  Please join us in praying for our brothers and sisters in need and for 
those who serve them.  


