
“I am the living 

bread that came 

down from 

heaven; whoever 

eats this bread 

will live forever; 

and the bread 

that I will give is 

my flesh for the 

life of  the world.”  

Jn 6:51 
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Please refer to correspondence  
and emails sent regarding the  

re-opening of our parish and the  
weekly mass schedule. 
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“Whoever eats my flesh and  
drinks my blood remains in me  

and I in him.”   Jn 6:56 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  

It is no wonder that followers of Christ are called the 
Body of Christ. After all, sharing in the same spiritual 
food and sacred meal, they become what they eat and 
reveal the Divine Image. There is so much power for 
healing in the community of believers. Through the 
Eucharist, Christ becomes as present in those who 
have partaken of his Body and Blood as he has the 
elements themselves. The very presence of God 
touches the depths of the human soul and visits a part 
of us that no human being can ever hope to explore. 
We are God’s. The sacred Eucharistic meal is a 
celebration of intimacy, the reunion of two loves in 
constant search of and longing for the other. 
The community of believers receives the power and 
the presence to touch and heal in the name of the One 
they have welcomed within. It is now within their 
grasp to change the way life is lived and to more 
intentionally put into practice the Beatitudes that the 
Divine Guest has revealed. We are asked to be like 
Christ and work to create a world of sufficiency, 
where the greed of some no longer creates the want 
of others but where all of God’s children can find a 
home and a place at the table of life. The One who 
makes a home within calls us to live a life that 
transforms. We are changed ourselves and now 
become agents of change for others. We are the Body 
of Christ. God is with us. We have been nourished. 
Sadly, many are afraid to try. We know what we are 
called to do, but we struggle with feelings of doubt as 
to whether God really is the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life. Do our systems have to change? Is it possible 
that we somehow missed the mark when we put all of 
our social networks in place and established the 
business of our lives? Perhaps we have to radically 
rethink our approach and that can scare us. We might 
have to give something up or change, and we don’t 
want to. As long as want, injustice, division, 
prejudice, and scarcity still exit, there is tremendous 
work for the Body of Christ.  



We thank those who continue to support through Parish 
Pay or by other means.  In addition your donation can 

be mailed to St. Maximilian at  
PO Box O, Pocono Pines, PA 18350         

Thank You for Your Generosity 

       Confessions/Anointing of the Sick  
        by appointment -only for serious need 
    

First Friday Adoration  
            Suspended until further notice 

 (Check your email for how this will be offered online) 

ST. MAXIMILIAN KOLBE, PRIEST AND MARTYR, PRAY FOR US  

Saturday: 1 Kgs 19:19-21; Mt 5:33-37 
Sunday: Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a; 1 Cor 10:16-17;  
  Jn 6:51-58   
Monday: 1 Kgs 21:1-1; Mt 5:38-42 
Tuesday: 1 Kgs 21:17-29; Mt 5:43-48 
Wednesday: 2 Kgs 2:1, 6-14; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 
Thursday: Sir 48:1-14; Mt 6:7-15 
Friday:  Dt 7:6-11; Jn 4:7-16; Mt 11:25-30 
Saturday: 2 Chr 24:17-25; Lk 2:41-51 
Sunday: Jer 20:10-13 ;Rom 5:12-15;  
  Mt 10:26-33 

We are slowly re-opening our church and parish 
office. More information can be found on our 
website.  Communications have been sent in the 
form of emails, letters and phone calls so that you 
may be aware of the process.  

If you have an emergency, you can email: 
St.MaxMelissa@outlook.com or call 570-646-6424.  

Emails and voicemails will be monitored at all 
times.   ~Our bulletins are available online at:  

Stmaxkolbepoconos.org and Parishesonline.com. 
(Type in our parish name and the zip code 18350) 

Saturday: Anne Marie Alcamo 
  by Nat Alcamo 
Sunday:  Christopher Madere 
  by Marybeth and Greg Landrey 
Monday: Robert Bies  
  by Louise and Bill Donadio 
Tuesday: Lawrence T. Gentile 
  by Martha and Dennis DiBonaventura 
Wednesday:  Eugene Gartner and daughter Denise 
  by Joan Gartner 
Thursday: Margaret Applin 
  by Pat and John Connors 
Friday:  Terrence Howe 
  by Tom and Ann Curley 
Saturday: Barbara Negvesky 
  by Mary Howe 
Sunday: Father’s Day Intentions 
   

 
Bread and Wine:  For Victims of Abortion 

 
 

June 13th through June 21st 

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
They recognized him in the breaking of bread. This 
was the amazing revelation or epiphany that occurred 
on the Road to Emmaus. Bread that had been 
transformed into the Body of Christ opened the eyes of 
the disciples and showed them who was really with 
them. Their hearts were burning. Sometimes we 
struggle with our belief in the Eucharist because we 
make it too much of an intellectual challenge. If God’s 
divinity was wed to humanity in the incarnation of 
Christ, then why is it not possible for God to take 
simple elements of bread and wine and transform them 
into his Body and Blood? Affirm your faith today that 
the Eucharist you receive is God Himself. Become 
what you eat and allow God to embrace your soul and 
touch that part of you that no one else can touch. 



The Heart of Stewardship 

What else is there to give when one has already given away one’s body and one’s life? 
What more can one say or do to demonstrate love for another when all one had has been 
given to another? This total giving of self to loved ones cannot be trumped by flowery 
words or material gifts that are fleeting. This is the ultimate in love. This is the love Jesus 
had for us on the way to his Passion, at the institution of the Holy Eucharist. This is the 
love he has for us daily in the celebration of the Mass on altars in every church, in every 
city, in every nation on earth. No one can give more. No one can ask for more. This is the 
true heart of Christian stewardship. 

If you take the time to gaze upon your God in the simplest of forms and begin to reflect on what has actually 
taken place with bread and wine becoming the presence of the Divine, then you can begin to understand true 
humility, sacrifice, and love. And when you have the privilege to take that Real Presence into your body at the 
meal where you are an honored guest, you become one with the One who is the embodiment of stewardship.  

Then, you must ask yourself, “How can I even begin to reflect the love that I have encountered at this feast?” The 
answer is you can begin with the simple actions of the day: where will you go, whom will you meet, and in what 
work will you partake? Jesus Christ has shown that the greatest gift ever given can be disguised in this world in a 
piece of bread. By joining your body to his, he can now transform human hearts, not by grand acts, but by 
everyday acts, by everyday people, practicing Everyday Stewardship. 

CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 
Mary and the Saints 

Question:  
Why do Catholics pray to Mary and the saints?  

Answer: 
One of the statements of faith we make when we pray the 
Nicene Creed and the Apostles Creed is that we believe in 
“the communion of saints.” The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church reminds us that this communion (another word for 
community) includes all the faithful on earth, the souls in 
Purgatory, and the blessed women, men, and children who 
are in heaven. This teaching is grounded in our belief that, 
through Baptism, we are united with Christ and to one 
another with bonds that are stronger even than death.  
And so from the time of the early Church, Christians have 
turned to other believers for prayers and assistance, including 
those who have gone before us, confident that God hears the 
prayers of all of His children. While we ask the saints (and 
one another) for prayers and support, we remember that the 
saints join us in prayer. But it is God who blesses and 
sanctifies us.  
When we think of Mary and the saints in heaven, we have to 
remember that we can turn to them for intercession and 
assistance because they were faulted, limited human beings, 
just like us.  
This means that they are able to understand our struggles, 
doubts, fears, joys, and hopes.  

Friday, June 19th  
Feast of The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus  

Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus is devotion to Jesus 
Christ Himself, but in the particular ways of meditating on 

his interior life and on 
His threefold love -- 
His divine love, His 
burning love that fed 
His human will, and 
His sensible love that 
affects His interior life.  
 
The Friday that 
follows the Second 
Sunday in Time After 
Pentecost is the Feast 
of the Sacred Heart 
which brings to mind 
all the attributes of His 

Divine Heart mentioned above. Many Catholics prepare for 
this Feast by beginning a Novena to the Sacred Heart on the 
Feast of Corpus Christi, which is the Thursday of the week 
before. On the Feast of the Sacred Heart itself, we can gain 
a plenary indulgence by making an Act of Reparation to the 
Sacred Heart. 


