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“Are not two sparrows sold for a small 
coin? Yet not one of  them falls to the 

ground without your Father’s 
knowledge….So do not be afraid; you 
are worth more than many sparrows.” 

 
~MT 10:29,31 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  

There are many things of which we can be afraid: being 
rebuked, rejection, anger, being challenged, having to 
defend ourselves, standing alone, insecurity, failure, and 
even death. For some, identifying and overcoming their 
fears is a daunting task. Regardless of how much they may 
want to break the cycle of fear, they find that they remain 
close friends with old and dysfunctional behavioral habits 
and norms. Maybe what they really fear is change. There 
are many who gravitate to the familiar and comfortable, 
and find safety and security in doing so, even if they 
remain mired in mediocrity. Human beings have to learn 
that there is life beyond the “what has always been” and 
that happiness and depth are possible when old structures 
and systems have to be left behind. 
Can you leave the near and dear, the comfortable and 
familiar, the safe and secure, and discover new 
opportunities? The shear thought of doing so can bring on 
feelings of apprehension, intense anger, resentment, 
defensiveness, reluctance, resistance, and even apathy. If 
we have to be responsible for making the change, 
cowardice can creep in. If someone else is to blame for 
making the change, any number of possible negative 
reactions are possible. In the end, only one thing is 
required and that is God. If I can rely on and deepen my 
relationship with God, especially in the Eucharist along 
with a community of believers, then little else is of great 
concern. We have to figure out what is really important. It 
is not always what we think. 
The Gospel calls us to stretch ourselves and try new 
things, not to remain stuck and stagnant in familiar ways. 
We are asked to live life more deliberately, radically, and 
intentionally. We are asked to leave the familiar behind 
and learn to live with changing, and often limiting, human 
structures. We cannot get too caught up in the physical, 
ideological, or structural systems we are used to. The Holy 
Spirit always leads and guides us. If we trust this, we will 
find ourselves doing things we never thought we could do. 
Always seek the path to joy and love. They keep us from 
falling victim to our fears and from seeking the nostalgic 
crutches we think we need to achieve a sense of well-
being and happiness. 

 



We thank those who continue to support through Parish 
Pay or by other means.  In addition your donation can 

be mailed to St. Maximilian at  
PO Box O, Pocono Pines, PA 18350         

Thank You for Your Generosity 

       Confessions/Anointing of the Sick  
        by appointment -only for serious need 
    

First Friday Adoration  
            Suspended until further notice 

 (Check your email for how this will be offered online) 

ST. MAXIMILIAN KOLBE, PRIEST AND MARTYR, PRAY 

Saturday: 2 Chr 24:17-25; Lk 2:41-51 
Sunday: Jer 20:10-13 ;Rom 5:12-15;  
  Mt 10:26-33 
Monday: 2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18; Mt 7:1-5 
Tuesday: 2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36;  
                         Mt 7:6, 12-14 
Wednesday: Is 49:1-6[ Acts 13:22-26; Lk 1:57-66, 80 
Thursday: 2 Kgs 24:8-17; Mt 7:21-29 
Friday:  2 Kgs 25:1-12; Mt 8:1-4 
Saturday: Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19; Mt 8:5-17 
Sunday: 2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a; Rom 6:3-4, 8-11; 
                         Mt 10:37-42   

We are slowly re-opening our church and parish 
office. More information can be found on our 
website.  Communications have been sent in the 
form of emails, letters and phone calls so that you 
may be aware of the process.  

If you have an emergency, you can email: 
St.MaxMelissa@outlook.com or call 570-646-6424.  

Emails and voicemails will be monitored at all 
times.   ~Our bulletins are available online at:  

Stmaxkolbepoconos.org and also Parishesonline.com. 
(Type in our parish name and the zip code 18350) 

Saturday: Barbara Negvesky 
  by Mary Howe 
Sunday: Father’s Day Intentions 
Monday: Father’s Day Intentions 
Tuesday: Father’s Day Intentions 
Wednesday: Father’s Day Intentions 
Thursday: Father’s Day Intentions 
Friday:  Father’s Day Intentions 
Saturday: Father’s Day Intentions 
Sunday: Father’s Day Intentions 

 
Bread and Wine:  For Victims of Abortion 

 
 

June 20th through June 28th 

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
Jesus knows that the challenges a disciple of the Gospel will 
face in the world are real. He tells all of us point blank, “Do 
not be afraid.” There are many things we can fear as we 
attempt to live the Gospel: unpopularity, being rebuked, 
rejection, anger, being challenged, having to defend 
ourselves, standing alone, insecurity, failure, and even death. 
Many folks know that their faith calls them to live life more 
deliberately and radically but are cowards when it comes to 
putting it into practice. We easily justify sticking with the 
“acceptable” norms with which we are accustomed. These 
only serve to keep us stuck and mired in mediocrity. The 
Gospel — given flesh by the very presence of Christ — 
seeks to stretch, challenge, and change us. We do not have 
to fear anything, even death. Sometimes, living with our 
fears brings us a sadly disordered sense of comfort. Maybe 
what we really fear above all else is change. 

“Everyone who acknowledges me  

before others  

I will acknowledge  

before my heavenly Father.”  

(Mt 10:32) 

A Prayer for Christian Fathers 
 

Heavenly Father, 
you entrusted your Son Jesus, 

the child of Mary, 
to the care of Joseph, an earthly father. 

Bless all fathers 
as they care for their families. 

Give them strength and wisdom, 
tenderness and patience; 

support them in the work they have to do, 
protecting those who look to them, 

as we look to you for love and salvation, 
through Jesus Christ our rock and defender. 

 
                                 Amen.         (Author Unknown) 



EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
 
Will You Say Yes? 
You find yourself in the difficult situation of being accused of blasphemy and confronting 
possible execution. Your crime is believing in Jesus Christ. The question is then asked of 
you, “Are you a Christian, a follower of the one named Jesus Christ?” Your answer may 
very well dictate what happens to you next. What is your answer? 
It is probably easier to answer this question when the scenario is make-believe. All of us 
want to believe that we would say yes to the question of belief in Jesus, but strange things 
happen when humans panic in the face of extreme stress. As we reflect on what we would 

say, there are those all over the world who are being asked that very same question. It is a question that was asked 
of many in the first centuries of the Church. Those who respond “yes” are considered martyrs and saints.  
We might not usually think of all this in terms of good stewardship living. However, our faith is also a gift we 
have received from God to cultivate, grow, and share with others. The more interesting question than the one 
posed above is, “Would an accuser even think of asking you such a question?” Would you have cultivated, grown, 
and shared your faith enough that anyone would even consider you worthy of asking the question? They might 
assume you don’t know Jesus Christ at all. I don’t like conflict and do not seek out conflict, but I would rather 
someone ask the first question posed than assume there is no reason to confront me in the first place. 
 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

The birth of St. John the Baptist was a 
momentous occasion. He was no ordinary child. 
Jesus said of John, “Amen, I say to you, among 
those born of women there has been none greater 
than John the Baptist” (Mt 11:11). 
John the Baptist ranks first among the prophets. 
All of the prophets that went before him 
announced that the Messiah was coming. The 
Baptist was blessed with the singular privilege to 

announce that the Messiah had come. He was the only prophet who pointed to Jesus and said, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world” (Jn 1:29). He “ranks ahead of me because he existed 
before me” (Jn 1:30). “He is the Son of God” (Jn 1:34b). 

The Nativity of St. John the Baptist—June 24th 

The birth of St. John the Baptist is one of only 
three births celebrated on the liturgical calendar. 
The birth of Jesus is celebrated on December 25; 
the birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, is September 8; and the birth of St. John 
the Baptist, the prophet who announced the 
arrival of Jesus, the Messiah, is June 24. It ranks 
as a solemnity. 


