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“I am the vine,  
you are the branches. 

Whoever remains in me and  
I in him will bear much fruit, 

  because without me you can do 
nothing.” (Jn 15:5) 

“Spiraling out of control,” is a phrase that can easily 
describe the current display of human existence.       
In addition to the violence, unrest, uneasiness and       
turmoil that are common elements of our daily news, 
other essential pieces are misplaced or missing. Many 
lack an objective center around which to order and 
structure their lives or a clear set of definable goals    
or mores to act as guideposts and life directives. It 
appears that “feelings” have become a “new god” and 
traditional structures and ideals set aside. It is almost 
as if history only shows that we got this whole thing 
wrong and many are determined to finally set things 
right. The real truth, however, is that while wrongs 
and errors are certainly a part of our often-checkered 
past, it is hardly the case that all was wrong. It is not 
our task to rewrite the history of our lives, but to 
learn from mistakes that were made, and preserve   
the perennial wisdom at the root of our successes. 
Learning is an essential part of being human. 
The question becomes, however, from whom do we 
learn? Some have such a hard time placing God in 
that position, but that is precisely where God needs   
to be. God is the Master Teacher from whom all of     
humanity learns and gets its cues. It is in and through 
this relationship with the Gardener of Life that we are 
fashioned and pruned into the people we are intended 
to be and can be. It is only in God that we are able to 
find our best selves. Sadly, many think that religion 
too, as well as history in general, has also gotten      
all this wrong. Yet, our resurrection faith tells us    
differently. We are reminded, today especially, that 
we are meant to remain in Christ as Christ remains in 
us. We are also reminded that Jesus, the Incarnate 
God, is the vine upon which we grow, the branches 
that flow from the source of God’s life. 
Giving up our will to God’s can be a painful           
endeavor. It is not easy to set our own desires and 
wants aside and allow God to step in and direct and 
guide our growth. But this is the only way to prevent 
deadly weeds from overtaking us and bringing us to a 
place of self-destruction. God’s commandments      
are the very guideposts and benchmarks we need,   
yet many seek to remove them from all public      
view because they appear to limit self-expression and   
suppress what is considered by many to be “human 
freedom.” They are the only way we can                 
find freedom, however. And, until we learn this     
fundamental lesson, we will continue to spiral out of 
control, never really knowing who we are, what our 
potential can be or how life really can be lived. We 
will not know peace. 
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Saturday: Jim Brennan 

  by Dristen and Alex 

Sunday: Wojciech Trochimowicz 

  by Michael Wilchek 

  For The Parishioners 

Monday: Jerry Plisinski 

  by Claire Dembinski 

Tuesday: Betty Lou Torpey 

  by Rich and Lynn 

Wednesday: Wojciech Trochimowicz 

  by Danuta 

Thursday: Pat McDevitt 

  by Frank McDevitt 

Saturday: William and Julia Binns 

  by Bill and Eileen Binns 

Sunday: Mother’s Day Intentions 

  For The Parishioners 

A Warm Thank You to those who continue offertory 

support to our parish during these difficult times.  

 Donations for April 11th were $5,784.   

Your donations may be placed in the basket when 

leaving mass; by mailing to the church, or by online 

giving. Please contact the parish office if you want 

information on how to donate online. 

Readings for the Week 

Saturday: Acts 13:44-52; Jn 14:7-14  

Sunday: Acts 9:26-31; 1 Jn 3:18-24; Jn 15:1-8 

Monday: 1 Cor 15:1-8; Jn 14:6-14 

Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28; Jn 14:27-31a 

Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6; Jn 15:1-8 

Thursday: Acts 15:7-21; Jn 15:9-11 

Friday:  Acts 15:22-31;Jn 15:12-17 

Saturday: Acts 16:1-10; Jn 15:18-21 

Sunday: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48;               

  1 Jn 4:7-10; Jn 15:9-17 

Confessions will be heard 

by appointment. 

 Please call the parish       

office to schedule an appointment. 

 

 

 

It’s easy to join our parish ! 

Go to: stmaxkolepoconos.org 

and click Join.  
Fill in your basic information and a member  

of our parish staff will contact you. Or, call       

the parish office at 570-646-6424 to have           

a registration form mailed. 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

 AT ST. MAX 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 

10 am to 1 pm 

“And we know that for those who     
love God all things work together         
for good, for those who are called        

according to his purpose.”            
~Romans  8:28 
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Faith Formation Classes 

Updates and Reminders 
This year, students in the parish’s Faith Formation 

program in grades 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 

are learning about their faith using the 

online program My Catholic Faith     

Delivered. This year, the parish is      

covering all costs for the program. It’s 

not too late to get started if your child hasn’t already 

done so. For more information or if  you need to   

reset your child’s login password, contact Melissa in 

the parish office.  

 

GOD BLESS OUR FAITH FORMATION        
STUDENTS WHO WILL CELEBRATE THE           

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 
Prayers are also requested for our eighth grade          

students as they continue their formation for this     
Sacrament with  their teachers, Dr. Maureen            

Rinehimer and Mr. Bruce Reese. Confirmation will  
be held on Saturday, May 22, and Sunday, May 23.   

 Zoe Bisono  Nathaniel Cornejo 

 Patrick Domanski Madelynn Drivon 

 Megan Hejnowicz Dylan Horoszewski 

 Ayden Hull   Klaudia Kononczuk 

 Gerald Negvesky Michael Peterson 

 Jussette Suardi 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

In order to understand and appreciate the Sacrament   

of Baptism, expectant parents are required to attend 

Baptism preparation. Currently, preparation takes    

place online. A call to the parish office approximately 

four months before your child is 

due will make the scheduling of 

your pre-Baptism session easier 

and give you ample time to   

prepare for this Sacrament of 

Initiation to the life of grace. For 

more information, contact Melissa in the parish office.         

GOD BLESS OUR FAITH FORMATION        
STUDENTS WHO WILL CELEBRATE THE           

SACRAMENT OF FIRST COMMUNION  
THIS SATURDAY, MAY 1,  
DURING THE 4 P.M. MASS 

Prayers are requested for our second grade students   
as they continue their formation for this Sacrament 
with  their teacher, Mrs. Ann Negvesky:  

Gunner Gonzalez 
Brendan Keane 
Torin Murphy 

Samantha Van Buskirk 
Bryan Vinci 

Lyssa Weaver  

 

The St. Maximilian Kolbe Scripture 

Seekers discussion group meets live 

on Zoom every Tuesday morning  

at 10:30 a.m. New members are       

always welcome. For more information on how to 

join, contact Melissa in the parish office. We would 

love to “see” you.  

ONLINE SCRIPTURE STUDY 

WELCOME TO FLOCKNOTE! 

Flocknote is the new communication system the     

parish is using to communicate 

with all of its parishioners via 

email or text. In addition to    

parish news, you’ll also receive 

weekly communications from 

Bishop Barron’s Word on Fire Institute/Engage    

Program. If you are not receiving Flocknote         

notifications and would like to, reach out to Melissa 

or Juli in the parish office.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR MASS 

During any future Masses, our 

parish welcomes anyone who 

would like to help us during 

daily and weekend Masses 

with greeting and/or seating               

parishioners, serving as lector, or assisting with 

technology. Anyone interested may contact Juli 

or Melissa in the parish office.  



St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr, pray for us  

 

Don’t forget Mom ~ or those who 

have been like a Mother to us. 

Next Sunday is Mother ’s Day  

~Visit if you can 

~ Call or Send a Card 

Anyone familiar with gardening knows that proper 

and timely pruning is essential. The health of the 

plant depends upon it. An unpruned tree can quickly 

produce suckers that zap many of the essential       

nutrients from its body. Pruning requires patience 

and vision. Studies reveal that plants often respond 

defensively to being pruned, displaying reactions 

that are similar to hurt or discomfort. Pruning is not 

easy but necessary. A hard lesson for us to learn is 

that we also need to be pruned. We become far 

healthier when we allow God to stretch, refine, and 

form us into the best version of ourselves. The fruit 

that then comes from our vines will be more        

abundant, nutritious, and robust. Left to our own    

devices we can easily find ourselves running amuck 

and spiraling out of control. Without a proper vision 

and trust in the Master Pruner, we will never find the 

contentment we desperately desire. Nor will the 

work of the Gospel stand a chance of succeeding. 

Send Cards and Notes of Encouragement to our Seminarians!   

 The Diocese of Scranton currently has eight men in formation for the priesthood. In   

support of vocations, our parish is asking adults and children to send notes, cards, and 

drawings of support to thank these men for their selfless service to our Church.   

 All cards, notes, and drawings may be dropped off in the parish office or in the         

collection basket at Mass, or emailed to StMaxKol@ptd.net or 

St.MaxMelissa@outlook.com. The parish will then mail the cards to our seminarians:   

   
William Asinari              Michael Boris  Deacon Mark DeCelles  

Thomas Dzwonczyk            Andrew McCarroll         

                       Jan Carlo Perez       Marc Phillips   David Pirolli  

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 
SATURDAY, JUNE 19, 2021 
MARYWOOD UNIVERSITY 

$40 outdoor tent seating with social distancing 
$20. virtual live streaming 

 
(Outdoor tented seating with  

social distancing in place) 
 

SIGN-UP ONLINE @ CWCNEPA.COM 

 DEDICATION OF ST. MAX SOCIAL CONCERNS                

COMMITTEE CONTINUES THROUGH PANDEMIC  

Since August of 2020, the incredible volunteers from 

the St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish Social Concerns   

Committee have prepared more than 165 complete 

evening meals for the families served by                

Family Promise of Monroe County – a nonprofit      

organization that assists homeless families with     

children in Monroe County. For each meal, the      

volunteers prepared enough food for six adults. The 

parish thanks these volunteers for their ceaseless          

dedication to those in most need in our community.   

Katie Scully  ~  Eileen Long - Geri Williams   

Mary DeWaters  -  Elaine Madere 

Fr. John Boyle - Regina Chmil 

If you know someone in need of prayers  

and would like to have them added to this list,  
please call the Parish Office. 

mailto:StMaxKol@ptd.net
mailto:St.MaxMelissa@outlook.com


St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr, pray for us  

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
 RECOGNIZE GOD  

          IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

Branching Out Isn’t Always What It’s 

Cracked Up to Be 

“That’s a really beautiful tree branch. Man, would you 

look at the bark on that thing? The others are real 

duds, but that low-hanging branch has really got it all 

together.” 

I’ve never heard anyone say this. Maybe I just need to 

hang out with more arborists, but I can’t recall ever 

hearing someone admire the particular beauty of a  

single branch. When someone comments on a tree, it’s 

usually the whole tree — perhaps a visual element of 

it, like the color of the leaves or its height. But people 

don’t usually zero in on one branch.  Maybe that’s 

because usually, if one branch is looking a little weak, 

chances are every other branch is, too. 

The Bible tells us that when we bear fruit as good  

everyday stewards, it is for the Father’s glory. We are 

the branch on His magnificent tree. What we have is 

from Him, and what we do likewise points back to 

Him. We also tend to reflect how well the other 

branches around us are incorporating the nutrients 

coming their way. That’s all fine and good in theory. 

In practice, it can be an arduous exercise in humility. 

When I do something virtuous or charitable or kind, 

there is a part of me that wants to stand out for it. I 

think that’s true for all of us. We’ve given of ourselves 

in some way or overcome some human temptation to 

accomplish a little bit of good in this world, and even 

though we know God sees us, we’d really love for 

everyone else to see it, too. 

It’s a struggle, for sure. But we need to remember that 

our fruit belongs to the whole tree. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS 
 

His Excellency, the Most Reverend Joseph C.       
Bambera, D.D., J.C.L., Bishop of Scranton, and the 

Office for Parish Life wish to invite couples                   
celebrating their 25th or 50th wedding anniversary in 
2021 to a diocesan Wedding Anniversary Mass on 

Sunday, June 6 at the Cathedral of St. Peter.            
The Mass will begin at 2:30, and attendance will     

require advance reservation. 
     To register for the celebration go to : https://

www.dioceseofscranton.org/parish-life/community/
marriage/enrichment/wedding-anniversary-mass-june

-6-2021/ . For questions or concerns, or if there are   
issues registering online, please reach out to Jen   

Housel, Director for Community and Family            
Development. (jhousel@dioceseofscranton.org,      

570-207-2213 x 1104) 

Knights of Columbus # 13752 

Virtual Baby Bottle Campaign 

Ways to Donate: 

1) Online by May 9th– go to: 
 https://knights-of-columbus-13752.square.site/   
and click on Dues/donate button & scroll down  
to baby bottle section. 
 
2) Mail check to Knights of Columbus Council #13752,  
PO Box 916, Pocono Pines, PA 18350 
 
3) Drop in the church collection box using a separate      
envelope labeled Baby Bottle Campaign, with check 
made out to K of C #13752 

THANK YOU 

Golf Committee  

Seeks Volunteers!  

The St. Maximilian Kolbe 

Golf Committee is looking    

for several parishioners to join 

the committee. Traditionally, the golf tournament, 

held each August, is the biggest fundraiser for our 

parish, and the work involves five or six meetings 

over a 10 week period beginning in early June and 

ending in mid August. If you have any interest, 

please contact the parish office at 570-646-6424 or 

email Stmaxkol@ptd.net.   

Your help is greatly needed and appreciated. 

Mother’s Day Baby Shower 
Sponsored by St. Max Social Concerns  

Next weekend—May 8th and 9th 
This will support the pro-life ministry of Shepherd’s 

Maternity House & Pocono Pregnancy Resource 
Center. Items requested to aid Mothers and Babies: 

Paper Towels, Toilet Paper, Baby bottles,  
Pacifiers, Diapers size 1,2,3,  

Unscented Baby Wipes and Desitin Ointment. 
Collection bins will be at the rear doors of the 

church and in the office hallway. 
Thank You. 

https://www.dioceseofscranton.org/parish-life/community/marriage/enrichment/wedding-anniversary-mass-june-6-2021/
https://www.dioceseofscranton.org/parish-life/community/marriage/enrichment/wedding-anniversary-mass-june-6-2021/
https://www.dioceseofscranton.org/parish-life/community/marriage/enrichment/wedding-anniversary-mass-june-6-2021/
https://www.dioceseofscranton.org/parish-life/community/marriage/enrichment/wedding-anniversary-mass-june-6-2021/
mailto:jhousel@dioceseofscranton.org
callto:570-207-2213
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ST. MAX MASS SCHEDULE  

 Saturday 4 pm  

Sunday - 8:30 & 10:30 am 
 

Daily Masses:  Mon.~Thurs. at 9:15 am  

All masses will be on a first come, first serve    
basis.  Overflow seating will be in the parish hall 
with live television. Everyone is required           
to wear a mask and ushers will take everyone 
to their seats, following social distancing        
protocols. We humbly ask for your patience and 
cooperation with this arrangement. 

To access the Masses live on Facebook -          
Saturday @ 4 pm; Sunday @ 8:30 & 10:30 go 

to Facebook.com and in the search engine, 
type  “St Maximilian Kolbe  Parish,  

Pocono Pines, PA.”  

Online Masses will also continue on the         

Pocono Catholic YouTube site at  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UC_38MQDvW5w347cmZpbTDgQ.  

You can access this Mass featuring Fr. Sean 

and Fr. Gregg at any time  

on Saturday or Sunday.  

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 

Monday: Sts. Phillip and James, Apostles 
 

St. Philip 
The Apostle Philip was 
one of Christ's first         
disciples, called soon    
after his Master's baptism 
in the Jordan.  
 
 
 

St. James the Less, a 
brother of the Apostle Jude, 
was of Cana of Galilee. He 
is the author of one of the 
Catholic Epistles in the New 
Testament.   
 
 

Thursday: National Day of Prayer  
The National Day of Prayer is an annual day 
of observance held on the first Thursday of 
May, designated by the United States        
Congress, when people are asked "to turn to 
God in prayer and meditation". The president 
is required by law to sign a proclamation each 
year, encouraging all Americans to pray on 
this day.   
 

NOTICE TO THE ROMAN CATHOLIC FAITHFUL OF THE DIOCESE OF SCRANTON: 

The Fraternite Notre Dame Community, since its acquisition of the former Saint Mary of the Assumption Parish      

complex in South Scranton, Pennsylvania in 2020, has generously provided support to the poor, particularly during the 

course of the current health crisis.  The Community, however, describes itself as a Traditional Catholic Religious Order 

that is not in union with the Pope. As such, it is not a legitimate religious order of the Catholic Church. 

The faithful of the Diocese of Scranton should not attend Masses nor receive the sacraments provided by the Fraternite 

Notre Dame Community when Masses are available in nearby Churches of the Diocese.   Particularly regarding the   

sacraments of Confirmation and Marriage, these celebrations would not only be illicit, but also invalid.     

(From the office of the Bishop) 

“Even the weakest and most vulnerable, the sick, the old,  
the unborn and the poor, are masterpieces of God’s            
creation, made in his own image, destined to live forever, 
and deserving of the utmost reverence and respect.” 

USCCB Respect Life flyer quoting Pope Francis’  
“Day for Life Greeting”© 2013 

 Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. All rights reserved.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_38MQDvW5w347cmZpbTDgQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_38MQDvW5w347cmZpbTDgQ

