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GOSPEL MEDITATION  

 May 30, 2021 

The Most Holy Trinity 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let God be who God is. This is often one of the hardest 
things to do. Rather than allowing the mystery of being 
created in the image and likeness of God unfold and take 
root in our lives, we change the dynamic. We want to be 
the creators who want to make God into the image and 
likeness we need God to be. We have a hard-enough time 
letting the people in our lives be who they are. We    
struggle even more so with God. It is almost as if we 
want God to be our imaginary friend who is not only with 
us whenever we need but becomes the Being we need 
God to be. Who is it that we want God to be today? A 
protector, disciplinarian, champion for justice, healer, 
advocate for our cause, grantor of prayers, guardian of 
my life, or the avenger? Our prayers tell an interesting 
story. When you pray, what does God look like? 
Recently, a young woman who was feeling invisible, 
overlooked, ignored, and misunderstood by her husband 
struggled to make her feelings known and get his        
attention. Finally, she screamed, “Listen to me!” Thus, 
birth was given to a renewed and healthier relationship. 
We spend so much time storming heaven with our    
agenda and trying to make God into a “god” of our      
desires that we do not hear God saying, “Listen to me!” 
God is desperately trying to get our attention. God is   
saying, I am here among you as not one but three,        
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Many people seldom notice 
God’s presence because they are so caught up with other 
spiritual cares and concerns. And, when the “god” they 
fashion and create doesn’t produce as they desire, they 
shake the dust from their feet and move on. “I tried,” they 
exclaim, “but God didn’t listen.” 
Healthy relationships aren’t built on making someone be 
who we need them to be. Healthy relationships are      
built on encounters of persons and the development of    
an appreciation of someone solely for who they are. 
Deeper relationships can even be found with two people         
marveling at each other and almost experiencing a child-
like joy and giddiness when they see the other coming. 
Do you ever have these feelings about God? Believe it or 
not, God does for you! There is a joyful laughter that 
gives rise to and connects all three members of the Holy 
Trinity. It is this laughter, flowing from the very depths 
of the Godhead that not only keeps the Trinity in joyful 
unity but spills over into the creation of all beings and 
things. It is an expression of Divine Delight! Have you 
ever taken time away from your agenda to experience the 
Divine Joyfulness of God? 
We can reach a connection of Presence wherein even the 
smallest of creatures suddenly radiate the fullness of 
God: the wonderful creation of their being, the innocence 
and playfulness of their movements, and the sustaining 
life breath that flows through their veins. The same God 
who created the heavens and the earth is the same God 
who wants you to call him ‘Dad’ and the same God who 
preserves your life and has all things in His care. 
                                                                               ©LPi 

 
Then Jesus approached and said to         

them, “All power in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me.  Go, therefore, and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing      

them in the name of the Father, and             
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”            

~Mt 28:18-19 
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Saturday: Tom McAndrew  by Family 

Sunday  8:30:   For The Parishioners 

   10:30:   Jeff Ford  

  by Pat and John Connors 

Monday: Jim Brennan 

  by Michelle and AJ Bilski & Family 

Tuesday: Martin Muldowney 

  by Fr. Sean Carpenter 

Wednesday: Martin Wible 

  by Angelina Wible 

Thursday: Deacon F. Edmund Lynch 

  by Aline Lynch 

Saturday: Anne Marie Alcamo 

  by Nat Alcamo 

Sunday 8:30:  For The Parishioners 

            10:30:  William H. Binns, Jr. 

  by Parents, Bill and Eileen 

Sunday 1 pm Polish Mass: Anniversary of 

Ynonna & Tomasz Pazdrowski by Friends 

A Warm Thank You to those who continue offertory 

support to our parish during these difficult times.  

 Donations for May 16 were  $4,863. 

Your donations may be placed in the basket when 

leaving mass; by mailing to the church, or by online 

giving. Please contact the parish office if you want 

information on how to donate online. 

Readings for the Week 

Saturday: Sir 51:12cd-20; Mk 11:27-33 

Sunday: Dt 4:32-34, 39-40; Rom 8:14-17;  

  Mt 28:16-20 

Monday: Zep 3:14-18a; Lk 1:39-56 

Tuesday: Tb 2:9-14; Mk 12:13-17 

Wednesday: Tb 3:1-11a, 16-17a; Mk 12:18-27 

Thursday: Tb 6:10-11; Mk 12:28-34 

Friday:  Tb 11:5-17[ Mk 12:35-37 

Saturday: Tb 12:1, 5-15, 20; Mk 12:38-44 

Sunday: Ex 24:3-8; Heb 9:11-15;  

                        Mk 14:12-16, 22-26 

Note: Confessions are held 

on Saturdays at 4 pm. 

(other times by appointment only) 

       Sanctuary Light 

      Special Intention 

   by Roseann Nidweski 

 
 

Bread and Wine  

for Victims of Abortion 

Katie Scully  ~  Eileen Long - Geri Williams   

Mary DeWaters  ~  Elaine Madere 

Regina Chmil ~ Marge McDonald 

Charles Brunner 

Lillian Bellis  ~ Mirostawa Trochimowicz 

If you know someone in need of prayers  

and would like to have them added to this list,  
please call the Parish Office. 

Please note:    

Our Summer Schedule for Saturday Mass 

at 5 pm continues throughout the summer   

until September 12th, 

 when mass will return to 4 pm. 
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Faith Formation Classes 

Updates and Reminders 
This year, students in the parish’s Faith Formation 

program in grades 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 

are learning about their faith using the 

online program My Catholic Faith     

Delivered. This year, the parish is      

covering all costs for the program. It’s 

not too late to get started if your child hasn’t already 

done so. For more information or if  you need to   

reset your child’s login password, contact Melissa in 

the parish office.  

 

GOD BLESS OUR FAITH  
FORMATION STUDENTS WHO CELEBRATED 

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 
             LAST WEEKEND 

Prayers are requested for our eighth grade 
students with a newly confirmed strength as 

witnesses of Christ.  
  

 Zoe Bisono             Nathaniel Cornejo 

 Patrick Domanski Madelynn Drivon 

 Megan Hejnowicz Dylan Horoszewski 

 Ayden Hull   Klaudia Kononczuk 

 Gerald Negvesky Michael Peterson 

                  Jussette Suardi 

Many Thanks to the Teachers who prepared our   

students for this important Sacrament: 

Dr. Maureen Rinehimer and Mr. Bruce Reese 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

In order to understand and appreciate the Sacrament   

of Baptism, expectant parents are required to attend 

Baptism preparation. Currently, preparation takes    

place online. A call to the parish office approximately 

four months before your child is 

due will make the scheduling of 

your pre-Baptism session easier 

and give you ample time to   

prepare for this Sacrament of 

Initiation to the life of grace. For 

more information, contact Melissa in the parish office.         

The St. Maximilian Kolbe Scripture 

Seekers discussion group meets live 

on Zoom every Tuesday morning  

at 10:30 a.m. New members are       

always welcome. For more information on how to 

join, contact Melissa in the parish office. We would 

love to “see” you.  

ONLINE SCRIPTURE STUDY 

WELCOME TO FLOCKNOTE! 

Flocknote is the new communication system the     

parish is using to communicate 

with all of its parishioners via 

email or text. In addition to    

parish news, you’ll also receive 

weekly communications from 

Bishop Barron’s Word on Fire Institute/Engage    

Program. If you are not receiving Flocknote         

notifications and would like to, reach out to Melissa 

or Juli in the parish office.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR MASS 

During any future Masses, our 

parish welcomes anyone who 

would like to help us during 

daily and weekend Masses 

with greeting and/or seating               

parishioners, serving as lector, or assisting with 

technology. Anyone interested may contact Juli 

or Melissa in the parish office.  

In the Sacrament of Confirmation, the Holy  

Spirit completes the grace of baptism and     

offers the newly confirmed strength as a true 

witness of Christ. Thus, the newly confirmed        

is “more strictly obliged to spread and defend 

the faith by word and deed” (cf CCC, 1285). 

Thus, the Holy Spirit completes what was     

begun at baptism. 
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The immensity, scope, intimacy, and pervasiveness 
of God’s presence is too intense for the human 

mind. We often limit God by our expectations of 
Him and have a hard time just letting God be God. 
Some people all too easily lose faith because God 
does not meet their expectations. Worse still, the 

idea of faith is rejected altogether by others because 
of polarities and experiences they have that don’t 
square with who they need God to be. The Holy 

Trinity is one of those teachings that is best            
encountered rather than dissected. It is only     

through being present with the Trinity that we      
can experience both the immensity and otherness   
of God’s presence as well as the intimacy of the 

God who wants us to call Him “dad.” We feel the 
loving guidance of a God who wants to take us from 
fear and give us confidence. Our God of yesterday, 

today, and tomorrow is a God of all ages whose 
three-fold Presence invades all senses, seasons, and 

times. God, who is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,      
is much more than any of our expectations if we 

simply let God be who God is. 

 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
 RECOGNIZE GOD  

    IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

God Doesn’t Take a Break  

An acquaintance who works in church ministry once 

told me a story about one of the students she had 

in Faith Formation. This student informed my friend 

that his family doesn’t come to Mass in summer. 

“God takes a break in summer, and so do we,” he 

said. 

There’s a lot to unpack here. First, it’s tragic to think 

of anyone voluntarily missing out on the Eucharist 

for so long. It’s also a real problem in the church 

today that a lot of our folks don’t understand the 

beauty of the Sunday obligation. But if I had to     

dissect this situation and pinpoint the thing I find 

most troubling, it’s the idea of God taking a break. 

I hope it’s starting to look like summer where you 

are. We’ve still got a few weeks left before it’s      

official, but the school year should be winding up for 

most kids, the birds should be chirping a little     

louder, and hopefully your lawn is starting to green 

up nicely. You’re probably daydreaming about the 

annual cabin getaway weekend or waterskiing on 

the Fourth of July.  

All in all, summer is going to be a nice break, even 

if — like typical Americans — our break is full of 

productive work. 

Thank God — literally — that He doesn’t take         

a break, even if we do. Can we try to remember 

that, even in the midst of our many wonderful       

distractions? Let’s enjoy this summer. Let’s live it   

to the full. But let’s see it for the gift that it is — and 

remember the thanks we owe the Giver. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

“SAVE THE DATE” 

AUGUST 10TH 

ST MAX ANNUAL 
GOLF OUTING   

 more details coming in early June. 

Discover our Academic Excellence! 

Notre Dame Jr/Sr High School invites you to learn 
more about our outstanding academic programs,     

enriching co-curricular & extracurricular activities 
and faith-filled environment. Tuition assistance is 

available.  Call our office to learn how Notre Dame 
will be the right choice for your student. 

570-421-0466 or visit us online at www.ndhigh.org 

St. Max Day  

at Knoebel’s 

Thursday, June 24th 

Everyone is welcome! 

The parish will provide lunch free of charge    

and will rent a pavilion at the park for the day. 

All-day ride passes are available at a             

discounted rate. Reservations must be          

made by June 6th. Contact the parish office      

this week for more info. 

http://www.ndhigh.org
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Attn: Young Men in grades 9-12 this past school year: 

Quo Vadis Days, the camp for high school catholic 

young men is happening this summer at                    

Marywood  University in Scranton,                                                  

Sunday, June 20th through Tuesday, June 22nd. 

Space is limited. Registration can be completed online    

at: vocations.diocese ofscranton.org 

The camp allows young men to deepen their faith,     

learn more about all vocations, and better discern God’s 

call in their lives and features dynamic talks, prayer, 

games, sports, activities, music, and more. Participants 

will have the opportunity to meet Bishop Bambera, 

priests and seminarians of the Diocese of Scranton.  

 

ST. MAX MASS SCHEDULE  

 Saturday: 5 pm 
(May 29 through Labor Day Weekend)  

Sunday: 8:30 & 10:30 am 

Daily Mass: Mon-Thurs @ 9:15 am 
 
Please see all the updated Diocesan guidelines 

that are sent to you by Flocknote. If you are not 

receiving them, please call the office and give 

them your email address.  Per the Diocese of 

Scranton, anyone not fully vaccinated is still          

expected to wear a mask during all Masses.          

Anyone who has been fully vaccinated does not 

need to wear a mask inside the sanctuary. As you 

seat yourself, we ask that you follow social           

distancing protocols.   

To access the Masses live on Facebook: 

Saturday @ 4 pm; Sunday @ 8:30 & 10:30 go to 
Facebook.com and in the search engine, type 

“St Maximilian Kolbe Parish,  

Pocono Pines, PA.” 

 

 To access Mass on Pocono Catholic YouTube:  

go to:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UC_38MQDvW5w347cmZpbTDgQ.  

 

 

 

 

It’s easy to join our parish ! 

Go to: stmaxkolepoconos.org 

and click Join.  
Fill in your basic information and a member  

of our parish staff will contact you. Or, call       

the parish office at 570-646-6424 to have           

a registration form mailed. 

 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS 
 

His Excellency, the Most Reverend Joseph C.       
Bambera, D.D., J.C.L., Bishop of Scranton, and the 

Office for Parish Life wish to invite couples                   
celebrating their 25th or 50th wedding anniversary in 
2021 to a diocesan Wedding Anniversary Mass on 

Sunday, June 6 at the Cathedral of St. Peter.            
The Mass will begin at 2:30, and attendance will     

require advance reservation. 
     To register for the celebration go to : https://

www.dioceseofscranton.org/parish-life/community/
marriage/enrichment/wedding-anniversary-mass-

june-6-2021/ . For questions or concerns, or if there 
are issues registering online, please reach out to Jen   

Housel, Director for Community and Family            
Development. (jhousel@dioceseofscranton.org,      

570-207-2213 x 1104) 

MEMORIAL DAY 

Celebrate  ~  Honor    

Remember 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_38MQDvW5w347cmZpbTDgQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_38MQDvW5w347cmZpbTDgQ
https://www.dioceseofscranton.org/parish-life/community/marriage/enrichment/wedding-anniversary-mass-june-6-2021/
https://www.dioceseofscranton.org/parish-life/community/marriage/enrichment/wedding-anniversary-mass-june-6-2021/
https://www.dioceseofscranton.org/parish-life/community/marriage/enrichment/wedding-anniversary-mass-june-6-2021/
https://www.dioceseofscranton.org/parish-life/community/marriage/enrichment/wedding-anniversary-mass-june-6-2021/
mailto:jhousel@dioceseofscranton.org
callto:570-207-2213
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FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 

ATTENTION:  

MINISTRY LEADERS 

 AND MEMBERS 

If you have upcoming news 

about the ministry that you are 

participating in, please send  articles to 

MCOL@PTD.NET, so that they can be published 

into our bulletin and members can be made aware of 

any activities that may happen.  Our bulletins are 

submitted to our printer 10 days prior to the date of 

the bulletin, so receiving your articles in timely      

fashion are important.   

~Marion Colvin, Bulletin Editor 

Social Concerns Schedule of Activities 

June 19th & 20th – Father’s Day weekend          
Collection for Nurse-Family Partnership.         

New Board books for Newborns to age 2  

July 10th & 11th – An “Essentials” Collection for 
Family Promise of Monroe County.   

 List of  requested items will be published later.  

August 14th & 15th – Collection of goods for       
Women’s Resources of Monroe County.  

 Their “Wish List” will be published later.   

September 12th – FREE Community Dinner – 
This date is tentative.  Guidelines from the CDC, 

the Diocese of Scranton and Father Sean will      
determine  if this dinner can be held. 

October 16th & 17th – “Essentials” Collection for 
Family Promise of Monroe County 

October 24th – FREE Community Dinner – This 
date is tentative.  Guidelines from the CDC, the    

Diocese of Scranton and Father Sean will           
determine if this dinner can be held. 

Please check future bulletins and posted flyers for 
more information.   The Committee sincerely       

appreciates the continued support of Father Sean, 
the parish staff and our parish family! 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

 AT ST. MAX 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 

10 am to 1 pm 

Monday:  The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Tuesday:    St. Justin, Martyr  

Wednesday:  Sts. Marcellinus and Peter, Martyrs  

Thursday:   St. Charles Lwanga & Companions  

Saturday:    St. Boniface, Bishop and Martyr 

 

 

2020 ANNUAL APPEAL UPDATE 

Our Parish has surpassed it’s goal! 

A letter from the Bishop……. 

Congratulations to you and your parishioners      
for surpassing your parish goal for the           

2020 Diocesan Annual Appeal.  

  I am sincerely grateful to you for your     
pastoral commitment to the Appeal and your 

efforts to encourage  parishioners to          
participate. As you know, this support is     

especially critical at this time as we respond 
to the increased need for services bought 

about by the coronavirus pandemic. 

Thank you for joining in this meaningful work 
that God calls us to embrace. 

 

Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, 
D.D.,J.C.L. 

Bishop of Scranton 

“In modern times, children in their mothers’ wombs 

and those approaching the end of their lives are        

certainly among the ‘least of these’ in our world’s    

estimation. Practices such as abortion and assisted   

suicide tragically reject the truth that human life is   

always to be cherished and defended with loving    

concern. … Through the intercession of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe, may Our Lord grant us the grace to truly 

and courageously live his Gospel of life.” 

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities   
“Live the Gospel of Life” 


