
 

Mass Schedule:  

  Saturday 5:00 pm 

 Sunday 8:30 am  & 10:30 am     

5112 Pocono Crest Road   
PO Box O  

 Pocono Pines, PA 18350  
570-646-6424   

Mission Statement 

We Worship ~ We Teach ~ We Care 



St. Maximillian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr, pray for us  

Reverend Sean G. Carpenter  
                                ~ Pastor 

 

Deacon Tom Amoroso 

 

Melissa Laverty  

     Pastoral Associate  

Coordinator of Religious Education 

~ St.MaxMelissa@outlook.com 

                       

Juli Reese 

Office Manager ~ Stmaxkol@ptd.net 

 

John Marcinkowski, Jr. 

Coordinator of Music ~ jjm1105@ptd.net 

Visit us on the web @ www.stmaxkolbepoconos.org 

St. Maximilian Kolbe 

Parish Staff 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As our world faces so much turmoil and change, it is 
now more important than ever to remember who God 
is, who we are and where we are going. It is easy to 
get distracted and lose focus, especially when we are 
being pulled in so many directions. We can not only 
lose sight of God but one another. Maintaining our 
well developed and mature relationships with God and 
one another is essential to continuing to live, healthy, 
happy, and focused lives. In a message to young     
people, Pope Benedict XVI said, “the happiness you 
are seeking, the happiness you have a right to enjoy 
has a name and a face: it is Jesus of Nazareth, hidden 
in the Eucharist.” What is true for those who             
are younger is even truer for those who are older.     
Regardless of how the particulars of life change over 
time, human beings are still hard-wired to seek the 
fullness of life and happiness. How we embark on this 
journey and what we choose along the way will      
indicate whether we meet success. 
There is so much brokenness and pain in our        
world. Many people are lost, feeling lonely, anxious, 
marginalized, victimized, isolated, oppressed, and 
abused. Every time we receive the Body of Christ, we 
have an opportunity to become what we eat. The    
power and presence of Christ in the Eucharist becomes 
present in us and effects change in ourselves and in the 
lives of those we meet. We are given the grace to    
become temples of justice and peace, carrying God’s 
sacred Presence within us wherever we go. Our faith 
community is ignited with the fire of God’s love and 
stands out as a beacon of hope in a world that is lost. 
This is the only way we can discover peace-filled    
resolutions to violence and create innovative solutions 
to what is fueling its need in the first place. True     
happiness, for the young and old alike, becomes an 
obtainable goal. 
St. John Maria Vianney says it so well. “There is    
nothing so great as the Eucharist. If God had          
something more precious, he would have given it to 
us.” Only the Eucharist has the ability to connect,     
sustain, strengthen, and properly orient us, not only     
on the road of this life but the road to life eternal. 
Knowing this, when life gets challenging, unsettling, 
difficult, we can rely on and cling to this gift we have in 
the Real Presence of Christ. This actual encounter with 
God celebrates God’s unconditional love for us & 
grounds us to the truth of who we are in a way  nothing 
else is able to do. Because through the Eucharist we 
really do become the Body of Christ, we are also    
bonded together in a most perfect way to one another as 
that Body. Nourished, united, & strengthened by the 
Eucharist, let us individually and collectively, bring this 
wonderful gift to all we meet, especially the poor with 
whom we have a special connection. 

 
 

June 6, 2021 

The Most Holy 

Body and Blood of Christ 

While they were eating, he took bread, said the 

blessing, broke it, and gave it to them, and said, 

“Take it; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, 

gave thanks, and gave it to them, and they all 

drank from it. He said to them, “This is my blood 

of the covenant, which will be shed for many.”    

~Mk 14:22-24 
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Saturday: Anne Marie Alcamo 

  by Nat Alcamo 

Sunday 8:30:  For The Parishioners 

            10:30: William H. Binns, Jr. 

  by Parents, Bill and Eileen 

Sunday 1 pm Polish Mass:  

                 Anniversary of Ynonna & Tomasz  

        Pazdrowski by Friends 

Monday:       Jim Brennan   

  by Sean & Sarah Naughton 

Tuesday: Francis Regan Sr.  

  by the Fitzhugh Family 

Wednesday: Anthony Mihalak by June Schott 

Thursday: Claire Pratzer by Aline Lynch 

Saturday: Dorothy Napolitano 

  by Carmine Napolitano 

Sunday 8:30: For The Parishioners 

           10:30: Jeff Ford by Pat & John Connors 

  

A Warm Thank You to those who continue offertory 

support to our parish during these difficult times.  

 Donations for May 23 were  $3,540. 

Your donations may be placed in the basket when 

leaving mass; by mailing to the church, or by online 

giving. Please contact the parish office if you want 

information on how to donate online. 

Readings for the Week 

Saturday: Tb 12:1, 5-15, 20; Mk 12:38-44 

Sunday: Ex 24:3-8; Heb 9:11-15;  

                        Mk 14:12-16, 22-26 

Monday: 2 Cor 1:1-7;Mt 5:1-12 

Tuesday: 2 Cor 1:18-22; Mt 5:13-16 

Wednesday: 2 Cor 3:4-11; Mt 5:17-19 

Thursday: 2 Cor 3:15—4:1, 3-6; Mt 5:20-26 

Friday:  Hos 11:1, 3-4, 8c-9; Jn 19:31-37 

Saturday: 2 Cor 5:14-21; Lk 2:41-51 

Sunday: Ez 17:22-24; 2 Cor 5:6-10;  

  Mk 4:26-34 

Note: Confessions are held 

on Saturdays in Father Sean’s office 

from 4 to 4:45 pm. Enter the side        

entrance and go to waiting area down 

the stairs.  Other times are by  

appointment only) 

       Sanctuary Light 

      Special Intention 

   by Roseann Nidweski 

 
Bread and Wine  

for Victims of Abortion 

Katie Scully  ~  Eileen Long - Geri Williams   

Mary DeWaters  ~  Elaine Madere 

Regina Chmil ~ Marge McDonald 

Charles Brunner 

Lillian Bellis  ~ Mirostawa Trochimowicz 

If you know someone in need of prayers  

and would like to have them added to this list,  
please call the Parish Office. 

Please note:    

Our Summer Schedule for Saturday Mass 

at 5 pm continues throughout the summer   

until September 12th, 

 when mass will return to 4 pm. 
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Faith Formation Classes 

Updates and Reminders 
This year, students in the parish’s Faith Formation 

program in grades 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 

are learning about their faith using the 

online program My Catholic Faith     

Delivered. This year, the parish is      

covering all costs for the program. It’s 

not too late to get started if your child hasn’t already 

done so. For more information or if  you need to   

reset your child’s login password, contact Judy in the 

parish office.  

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

In order to understand and appreciate the Sacrament   

of Baptism, expectant parents are required to attend 

Baptism preparation. Currently, preparation takes place 

online. A call to the parish       

office approximately four months      

before your child is due will 

make the scheduling of your     

pre-Baptism session easier and 

give you ample time to prepare 

for this Sacrament of Initiation to 

the life of grace. For more information, contact Judy in 

the parish office.         

The St. Maximilian Kolbe Scripture 

Seekers discussion group meets live 

on Zoom every Tuesday morning  

at 10:30 a.m. New members are       

always welcome. For more information on how to 

join, contact Judy in the parish office. We would 

love to “see” you.  

ONLINE SCRIPTURE STUDY 

St Max uses Flocknote ! 

Flocknote is the new communication system the     

parish is using to communicate with all of its pa-

rishioners via email or text. In addition to parish 

news, you’ll also receive weekly 

communications from Bishop 

Barron’s Word on Fire Institute/

Engage Program. If you are not 

receiving Flocknote  notifications 

and would like to, reach out to 

Judy or Juli in the parish office.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR MASS 

During any future Masses, our 

parish welcomes anyone who 

would like to help us during 

daily and weekend Masses 

with greeting and/or seating               

parishioners, serving as lector, or assisting with 

technology. Anyone interested may contact Juli 

or Judy in the parish office.  

 

Notre Dame Jr/Sr High School 
Raises the Standards! 

Our Catholic school in East Stroudsburg        

prepares students for full and meaningful lives. 

Students from 7
th
 to 12

th
 grade learn daily 

about their faith, excel in their academics,     

and practice good citizenships. Prayerfully 

consider the    benefits a Catholic Education 

for your child at Notre Dame Jr/Sr High 

School.   

Tuition assistance is available.  Call our office 

today to learn more!   570-421-0466 or visit us 

online at www.ndhigh.org 

http://www.ndhigh.org
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As we gather today to reaffirm our faith in the Real 

Presence of Christ in the Eucharist, we are reminded 

that we are also the Body of Christ. The mission of 

the Gospel calls us to be Christ for others. There is 

so much brokenness and pain in our world. Many 

people are lost and feeling lonely, marginalized and 

oppressed, victimized and abused. Every time we 

receive the Body (and Blood) of Christ, we are 

asked to become what we eat. Are we willing to 

step aside from our preoccupations and concerns    

so that we can be Christ for others? The power     

and presence of Christ in the Eucharist becomes 

present in us. In receiving this transforming        

presence of Christ, we can truly effect change in the 

lives of those we meet. We can show them God’s 

unconditional, ever-present love and the beauty     

that can come from loving others. We are given           

the grace to become temples of justice and peace, 

carrying God’s sacred Presence within us wherever 

we go. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
 RECOGNIZE GOD  

    IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
We Can Prepare the Upper Room  
We all know that person, don’t we? Hey, maybe 
we’ve even been that person.  
“I have a great relationship with God, but I don’t 
go to church regularly. God and I are on good 
terms. I can talk to Him just fine on my own.” 
There isn’t anything false in these statements. It’s 
important to have an intimate, even conversational 
prayer relationship with God. But the problem 
with this attitude is that it implies that churches 
don’t matter. Community worship doesn’t matter. 
Today, we are reminded exactly why that is so 
untrue. Why we need our parishes, our priests, 
and each other.  
The Body and Blood of Christ — that’s what it’s 
all about. If it’s not about that, it’s not about      
anything. If we don’t have the Eucharist, we’re 
just like the ancient priests, making sacrifices that 
don’t have the power to redeem anybody.  
Where do we receive the Body and Blood of 
Christ? For most of us, it’s in our parishes. The 
altar of sacrifice is also the table we gather in 
front of, as a family, to become one with Christ in 
the truest and realest way possible, recreating 
the scene in the Upper Room over and over 
again every time Mass is celebrated.  
The disciples were commissioned by Christ to 
prepare the Upper Room for the Last Supper. 
How can we take up that work ourselves? How 
can we strengthen the bonds in our spiritual     
family? How can we serve our parish, always   
remembering that the table is not meant to be set 
only for two?— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi 

“SAVE THE DATE” 

AUGUST 10TH 

ST MAX ANNUAL 
GOLF OUTING   

 more details coming soon 

The month of June is  

dedicated to  

The Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

This month falls within the 

liturgical season of Ordinary 

Time, which is represented by 

the liturgical color green.  

This symbol of hope is the  

color of the sprouting seed and 

arouses in the faithful the hope 

of reaping the eternal harvest of heaven, especially 

the hope of a glorious resurrection. It is used in the 

offices and Masses of Ordinary Time.  

St. Max Day  

at Knoebel’s 

Thursday, June 24th 

Everyone is welcome! 

The parish will provide lunch free of charge    

and will rent a pavilion at the park for the day. 

All-day ride passes are available at a             

discounted rate. Reservations must be          

made by June 6th. Contact the parish office      

this week for more info. 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/06_1.cfm
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=12022
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=12022
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ST. MAX MASS SCHEDULE  

 Saturday: 5 pm 
(May 29 through Labor Day Weekend)  

Sunday: 8:30 & 10:30 am 

Daily Mass: Mon-Thurs @ 9:15 am 
 
Please see all the updated Diocesan guidelines 

that are sent to you by Flocknote. If you are not 

receiving them, please call the office and give 

them your email address.  Per the Diocese of 

Scranton, anyone not fully vaccinated is still          

expected to wear a mask during all Masses.          

Anyone who has been fully vaccinated does not 

need to wear a mask inside the sanctuary. As you 

seat yourself, we ask that you follow social           

distancing protocols.   

To access the Masses live on Facebook: 

Saturday @ 4 pm; Sunday @ 8:30 & 10:30 go to 
Facebook.com and in the search engine, type 

“St Maximilian Kolbe Parish,  

Pocono Pines, PA.” 

 

 To access Mass on Pocono Catholic YouTube:  

go to:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UC_38MQDvW5w347cmZpbTDgQ.  

 

 

 

 

It’s easy to join our parish ! 

Go to: stmaxkolepoconos.org 

and click Join.  
Fill in your basic information and a member  

of our parish staff will contact you. Or, call       

the parish office at 570-646-6424 to have           

a registration form mailed. 

 

St Maximilian Kolbe Parish 

Social Concerns Schedule of Activities 

June 19th & 20th – Father’s Day weekend          

Collection for Nurse-Family Partnership.         

New Board books for Newborns to age 2  

July 10th & 11th – An “Essentials” Collection for 

Family Promise of Monroe County.   

 List of  requested items will be published later.  

August 14th & 15th – Collection of goods for       

Women’s Resources of Monroe County.  

 Their “Wish List” will be published later.   

September 12th – FREE Community Dinner – 

This date is tentative.  Guidelines from the CDC, 

the Diocese of Scranton and Father Sean will      

determine  if this dinner can be held. 

October 16th & 17th – “Essentials” Collection for 

Family Promise of Monroe County 

October 24th – FREE Community Dinner – This 

date is tentative.  Guidelines from the CDC, the    

Diocese of Scranton and Father Sean will           

determine if this dinner can be held. 

Please check future bulletins and posted flyers for 

more information.   The Committee sincerely       

appreciates the continued support of Father Sean, 

the parish staff and our parish family! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_38MQDvW5w347cmZpbTDgQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_38MQDvW5w347cmZpbTDgQ
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FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 

ATTENTION:  

MINISTRY LEADERS 

 AND MEMBERS 

If you have upcoming news 

about the ministry that you are 

participating in, please send  articles to 

MCOL@PTD.NET, so that they can be published 

into our bulletin and members can be made aware of 

any activities that may happen.  Our bulletins are 

submitted to our printer 10 days prior to the date of 

the bulletin, so receiving your articles in timely      

fashion are important.   

~Marion Colvin, Bulletin Editor 

ST. MAX PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 

10 am to 1 pm 

Wednesday: St. Ephrem, Deacon and Doctor 
                      of the Church  
 
Friday: The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
 
Saturday: The Immaculate Heart of the  
                      Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

“We often assume parenthood happens easily after ‘I 
do,’ but for many married couples, it does not. For 
some, the joy of conception never happens. Others 
suffer repeated miscarriages. Still others experience 
secondary infertility: after giving birth to one or 
more children, they are unable to have another… If 
you experience difficulty bringing a child into your 
family, know that you are not alone. God is with you, 
and his Church desires to walk with you.”  

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 

“Seven Considerations While Navigating Infertility” 

WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
 - CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

Question: Why are some saints honored as 
“patron saints”?    Answer: Each person is unique 
and each of us has different gifts, interests, talents, 
and, yes, even struggles and areas where we need 
to grow. This is no less true of those holy women, 
men, and children who have been canonized or    
beatified.  
Because we believe that the saints and blesseds are 
both models of faith and intercessors, Christians 
have looked to certain holy people as role models 
and heavenly protectors for occupations, spiritual 
charisms, and even places. Although the Church 
sometimes names a person as a patron saint (e.g. 
Saint Philip Neri as the patron of Rome, Saint Clare 
of Assisi as the patroness of television, or Saint    
Aloysius Gonzaga as the patron of youth and young 
adults), more often it is popular devotion that        
inspires lay Christians to turn to a particular saint or 
blessed for heavenly help and support. This is how, 
for example, Saint Cecilia came to be honored as 
the patroness of musicians, Saint Toribio Romo as 
patron of migrants coming into the United States, 
and Saint Gertrude of Nivelles as patroness of cat 
lovers. Although there are official and unofficial lists 
of patron saints, we should always feel free to ask 
any and all the saints to give us their patronage and 
protection in whatever it is that we need. 

Attn: Young Men in grades 9-12 this past school year: 

Quo Vadis Days, the camp for high school catholic 

young men is happening this summer at                    

Marywood  University in Scranton,                                                  

Sunday, June 20th through Tuesday, June 22nd. 

Space is limited. Registration can be completed online at:      

vocations.dioceseofscranton.org The camp allows young men 

to deepen their faith, learn more about all vocations, and better 

discern God’s call in their lives and features dynamic talks, 

prayer, games, sports, activities, music, and more. Participants 

will have the opportunity to meet Bishop Bambera, priests and 

seminarians of the Diocese of Scranton.  


