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A favorite motto of St. Teresa of Calcutta was, “do 

small things with great love.” This is how it works in 

the kingdom of God. God can do tremendous things 

with the smallest gesture, especially when it is done 

in love. We can clearly see that our world is suffering 

greatly. People are struggling to find peace, navigate 

through conflicts, earn a sustainable living, find      

security and enough food to eat, and work through 

political tensions and conflicts. In the light of the 

magnitude of the difficulties that exist around us and 

even within us, we can find ourselves floundering     

to discover practical, effective solutions. How can 

something so large be helped by someone as small 

and seemingly insignificant as me? While whole    

systems and structures may be out of the league of 

our personal influence, are we really that helpless in 

the midst of all of the turmoil, sadness, and suffering? 

If we believe that God is with us and that God is still 

working to bring about the glory of God’s kingdom, 

then the answer is no. We are never helpless or     

without hope. Armed with a strong life of prayer, we 

can always flee to God and ask for inspiration,      

wisdom, and especially love. We are all blessed with 

unique gifts and talents and it often seems that      

considering all that the world lacks, love and charity 

remain at the top of the list. Life can easily become a 

battleground of hostility. Because life is challenging 

and difficult, anger is not far away. We see it on   

people’s faces and hear it in their voices. There is a 

measure of frustration that permeates all avenues of 

life. It is even felt in the air. 

As people of faith, we know that what we see here is 

not the end but only a part of something far greater to 

come. We know that God’s kingdom is where we are 

ultimately meant to be, and the Gospel is the way to 

get there. If love and charity can prevail in us, then 

God will be able to do what God does best. God will 

use us to scatter the seeds of his kingdom.  

Through our small gestures, those seeds can receive 

the nurturing attention that is necessary for them to 

bear great fruit. We cannot fall victim to the strife 

that is around us. We have to keep ourselves           

refreshed and focused so that even in small ways, we 

can become part of the solution, not the problem. 

Love and charity, which come from God, can help to 

heal the ills of the world. May we bring these simple 

gifts to the everyday simple tasks of our lives!   

Watch how big the plant grows! 

 
 

June 13, 2021 

11th Sunday  

In Ordinary Time 

 
“To what shall we compare the kingdom of god,        

or what parable can we use for it? It is like a         

mustard seed that, when it is sown in the ground,     

is the smallest of all the seeds on the earth. But     

once it is sown, it springs up and becomes the        

largest of plants.”     ~Mk 4:30-32b 
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Saturday: Dorothy Napolitano 

  by Carmine Napolitano 

Sunday 8:30: For The Parishioners 

           10:30: Jeff Ford  

  by Pat & John Connors 

Monday:    Florence Yasenchok  

  by Knights of Columbus #13752     

Tuesday: Jerry Johnson  

  by John Kennedy 

Wednesday: Katherine Wood 

  by Shirley and Jack Zarra 

Thursday:    Eugene Gartner & daughter Denise 

  by Joan Gartner 

Saturday: Betty Lou Torpey  

  by Rita, Joe and Family  

Sunday 8:30: For The Parishioners 

           10:30: Father's Day Intentions   

 

A Warm Thank You to those who continue offertory 

support to our parish during these difficult times.  

 Donations for May 30 were  $3,955. 

Your donations may be placed in the basket when 

leaving mass; by mailing to the church, or by online 

giving. Please contact the parish office if you want 

information on how to donate online. 

Readings for the Week 

Saturday: 2 Cor 5:14-21; Lk 2:41-51 

Sunday: Ez 17:22-24; 2 Cor 5:6-10;  

  Mk 4:26-34  

Monday: 2 Cor 6:1-10; Mt 5:38-42 

Tuesday: 2 Cor 8:1-9; Mt 5:43-48 

Wednesday: 2 Cor 9:6-11; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 

Thursday: 2 Cor 11:1-11; Mt 6:7-15 

Friday:  2 Cor 11:18, 21-30; Mt 6:19-23 

Saturday: 2 Cor 12:1-10; Mt 6:24-34 

Sunday: Jb 38:1, 8-11; Cor 5:14-17;  

  Mk 4:35-41 

Note: Confessions are held 

on Saturdays in Father Sean’s office 

from 4 to 4:45 pm. Enter the side        

entrance and go to waiting area down 

the stairs.  Other times are by  

appointment only) 

       Sanctuary Light is Available 

 

             Bread and Wine  

Is for Victims of Abortion 

 

Altar Flowers are Available 

Katie Scully  ~  Eileen Long - Geri Williams   

Mary DeWaters  ~  Elaine Madere 

Regina Chmil ~ Marge McDonald 

Charles Brunner 

Lillian Bellis  ~ Mirostawa Trochimowicz 

If you know someone in need of prayers  

and would like to have them added to this list,  
please call the Parish Office. 

Please note:    

Our Summer Schedule for Saturday Mass 

at 5 pm continues throughout the summer   

until September 12th, 

 when mass will return to 4 pm. 
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Faith Formation Classes 

Updates and Reminders 
This year, students in the parish’s Faith Formation 

program in grades 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 

are learning about their faith using the 

online program My Catholic Faith     

Delivered. This year, the parish is      

covering all costs for the program. It’s 

not too late to get started if your child hasn’t already 

done so. For more information or if  you need to   

reset your child’s login password, contact Judy in the 

parish office.  

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

In order to understand and appreciate the Sacrament   

of Baptism, expectant parents are required to attend 

Baptism preparation. Currently, preparation takes place 

online. A call to the parish       

office approximately four months      

before your child is due will 

make the scheduling of your     

pre-Baptism session easier and 

give you ample time to prepare 

for this Sacrament of Initiation to 

the life of grace. For more information, contact Judy in 

the parish office.         

The St. Maximilian Kolbe Scripture 

Seekers discussion group meets live 

on Zoom every Tuesday morning  

at 10:30 a.m. New members are       

always welcome. For more information on how to 

join, contact Judy in the parish office. We would 

love to “see” you.  

ONLINE SCRIPTURE STUDY 

St Max uses Flocknote ! 

Flocknote is the new communication system the     

parish is using to communicate with all of its       

parishioners via email or text. In addition to parish 

news, you’ll also receive weekly 

communications from Bishop 

Barron’s Word on Fire Institute/

Engage Program. If you are not 

receiving Flocknote notifications 

and would like to, reach out to Judy or Juli in the 

parish office.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR MASS 

During any future Masses, our 

parish welcomes anyone who 

would like to help us during 

daily and weekend Masses 

with greeting and/or seating               

parishioners, serving as lector, or assisting with 

technology. Anyone interested may contact Juli 

or Judy in the parish office.  

 

 

 

 

St Max looks forward to restarting  

Little Rock Scripture Group in September. 

Back in March of 2020, before the pandemic 

hit the Poconos, the Little Rock Scripture 

Group started studying “Life Eternal”. 

We would like to know who would be           

interested in attending in September,        

starting with “Life Eternal”.  

A study set can be ordered for you  

if you do not have one and wish to sign up.   

 

Please contact Judy in the Parish Office if you 

have any questions. 
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EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
 RECOGNIZE GOD  

    IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
St. Anthony Can Find Anything — Even You 

“Tony, Tony, come around! Something is lost and 
it must be found.” 
Did you learn this one when you were a kid? In my 
experience there are even a lot of lapsed Catholics 
— or people who were never Catholic at all — who 
know that when you lose something, St. Anthony 
becomes your best friend. Missing keys? Pray to    
St. Anthony. Can’t find your favorite sweater?      
St. Anthony. Forget where you parked your car in 
the mall lot? St. Anth— okay, you get the idea. 
Whatever it is, large or small, important or trivial, 
Tony has a reputation for finding the lost things. 
It’s a devotion that can seem a little like                
superstition — witchcraft, even? — if you don’t   
really understand it. Mumble an incantation to a 
dead guy and you’re guaranteed to find your        
sunglasses. But as with most traditions that are old, 
beloved and effective, looking a little closer reveals 
the truth of the matter. 
When we lose something really important, what do 
we do? We make the whole household stop what 
they’re doing to join the search. Having St. Anthony 
as a friend means you ask him to stop what he’s  
doing to help, too. And how he helps is by taking 
the matter exactly where all matters need to go — 
straight to the feet of Christ. 
Here’s the real genius of St Anthony: he takes       
the most mundane, commonplace occurrence — 
misplacing socks — into an encounter with the      
divine and truly all things great and small are gifts 
from God. He grabs our hand and points to the 
cross. “That’s what you’re looking for,” he tells us. 
In the end, Tony doesn’t really find the lost things. 
He finds the lost people.  — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

 

 

 

 

St. Max Day  

at Knoebel’s 

Thursday, June 24th 

Everyone is welcome! 

The parish will provide lunch free of charge    

and will rent a pavilion at the park for the day. 

Contact the parish office for more info. 

Prayer to Saint Anthony of Padua 
Holy Saint Anthony, gentle and powerful in your help, 

your love for God and charity for His creatures, made you 
worthy, when on earth, to possess miraculous powers. 
Miracles waited on your word, which you were always 

ready to request for those in trouble or anxiety.              
Encouraged by this thought, I implore you to obtain for 
me (request). The answer to my prayer may require a    
miracle. Even so, you are the Saint of miracles. Gentle 
and loving Saint Anthony, whose heart is ever full of     

human sympathy, take my petition to the Infant Savior     
for whom you have such a great love, and the gratitude     

of my heart will ever be yours. Amen.  

Jesus compares the Kingdom of God to a  mustard 

seed, the tiniest of seeds. When planted, the tiny 

mustard seed grows into a  tremendous tree with 

large branches. So too in each of our lives small 

things can have profound effects. God can use one 

of our more insignificant gestures to radically 

change another person’s life. It may be the kindness 

of a smile, our willingness to accommodate some-

one, listening to someone’s story, helping someone 

who is hurting, standing up for someone who is 

right or complimenting someone on something they 

did. We all have God given gifts and talents. What 

are some of yours? Our task is to use our talents   

creatively, consistently, lovingly, and generously. 

Because we are always guided by the Holy Spirit, 

things that may be insignificant or unnoticed to us 

can profoundly change the life of someone else. 

While we may think we are small and insignificant, 

God can make us large and magnificent. All we 

have to do is open ourselves to being used. We trust 

that God will take care of the rest. 
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It’s easy to join our parish ! 

Go to: stmaxkolepoconos.org 

and click Join.  
Fill in your basic information and a member  

of our parish staff will contact you. Or, call       

the parish office at 570-646-6424 to have           

a registration form mailed to you. 

 

St Maximilian Kolbe Parish 

Social Concerns Schedule of Activities 

June 19th & 20th – Father’s Day weekend          

Collection for Nurse-Family Partnership.         

New Board books for Newborns to age 2  

July 10th & 11th – An “Essentials” Collection for 

Family Promise of Monroe County.   

 List of  requested items will be published later.  

August 14th & 15th – Collection of goods for       

Women’s Resources of Monroe County.  

 Their “Wish List” will be published later.   

September 12th – FREE Community Dinner – 

This date is tentative.  Guidelines from the CDC, 

the Diocese of Scranton and Father Sean will      

determine  if this dinner can be held. 

October 16th & 17th – “Essentials” Collection for 

Family Promise of Monroe County 

October 24th – FREE Community Dinner – This 

date is tentative.  Guidelines from the CDC, the    

Diocese of Scranton and Father Sean will           

determine if this dinner can be held. 

Please check future bulletins and posted flyers for 

more information.   The Committee sincerely       

appreciates the continued support of Father Sean, 

the parish staff and our parish family! 

“Our relationship with Christ—strengthened by 
receiving him worthily in Holy Communion—
helps us understand our relationships with one 
another and with creation.” 

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 

“Serene Attentiveness to God’s Creation”  

 

 

 

June 19 & 20 

(Fathers’ Day Weekend)  

COLLECTION of BOARD BOOKS  

Your donation of a NEW Board Book (Ages Birth - 

2 years) for Nurse-Family Partnership of Monroe 

County will help to foster Mother-Baby bonding 

and will help to nurture a lifelong love for books!  

Please place the Board Books 

 in the baskets by the exits. 

Nurse-Family Partnership empowers first-time 

moms to transform their lives and create better     

futures for themselves and their babies. Over more 

than four decades, research  consistently has proven 

that Nurse-Family Partnership succeeds at its most 

important goals: keeping children healthy and safe 

and improving the lives of moms and babies.  

Notre Dame Jr/Sr High School 

Raises the Standards! 

Our Catholic school in East Stroudsburg        

prepares students for full and meaningful lives. 

Students from 7
th
 to 12

th
 grade learn daily 

about their faith, excel in their academics,     

and practice good citizenships. Prayerfully 

consider the benefits a Catholic Education for 

your child at Notre Dame Jr/Sr High School.   

Tuition assistance is available.  Call our office 

today to learn more!   570-421-0466 or visit us 

online at www.ndhigh.org 

http://www.ndhigh.org
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ATTENTION:  

MINISTRY LEADERS 

 AND MEMBERS 

If you have upcoming news 

about the ministry that you are 

participating in, please send  articles to 

MCOL@PTD.NET, so that they can be published 

into our bulletin and members can be made aware of 

any activities that may happen.  Our bulletins are 

submitted to our printer 10 days prior to the date of 

the bulletin, so receiving your articles in timely      

fashion are important.   

~Marion Colvin, Bulletin Editor 

ST. MAX PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 

10 am to 1 pm 

 

WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
 - CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

Question: Where does the money go that is          

collected each week at Church? 
 
Answer:  

This is a good question! Every parish has financial 
obligations, including the basic operation of the 
buildings, salaries, maintenance, and improvements. 
In addition, there are schools to support, programs 
to run, charities to be funded, and operational        
expenses like hosts and wine for Mass, music 
books, vestments, and so on. In some cases,      
cemeteries and other buildings need attention.      
Finally, there is the diocesan assessment that each 
parish pays to help run the diocese and the support 
services provided to each parish.  
  
Most parishes manage to get by with the collection, 
a few fundraisers and endowments. But contrary to 
popular opinion, cash flow is also a problem, and 
many parishes operate in the red. The Finance 
Committee is responsible for assisting the pastor in 
fiscal management, and good stewardship is the   
basis for successful programs. 

Attn: Young Men in grades 9-12 this past school year: 

Quo Vadis Days, the camp for high school catholic 

young men is happening this summer at                    

Marywood  University in Scranton,                                                  

Sunday, June 20th through Tuesday, June 22nd. 

Space is limited. Registration can be completed online 

at: vocations.dioceseofscranton.org The camp allows 

young men to deepen their faith, learn more about all 

vocations, and better discern God’s call in their lives 

and features dynamic talks, prayer, games, sports,     

activities, music, and more. Participants will have the 

opportunity to meet Bishop Bambera, priests and     

seminarians of the Diocese of Scranton.  

ST. MAX MASS SCHEDULE  

 Saturday: 5 pm 
(May 29 through Labor Day Weekend)  

Sunday: 8:30 & 10:30 am 

Daily Mass: Mon-Thurs @ 9:15 am 

Please see all the updated Diocesan guidelines that 

are sent to you by Flocknote. If you are not           

receiving them, please call the office and give them 

your email address.  Per the Diocese of Scranton, 

anyone not fully vaccinated is still expected to wear 

a mask during all Masses.   Anyone who has been 

fully vaccinated does not need to wear a mask     

inside the sanctuary. As you seat yourself, we ask 

that you follow social distancing protocols.   

To access the Masses live on Facebook: 

Saturday @ 4 pm; Sunday @ 8:30 & 10:30 go to 
Facebook.com and in the search engine, type 

“St Maximilian Kolbe Parish,  

Pocono Pines, PA.” 

 

 To access Mass on Pocono Catholic YouTube:  

go to:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UC_38MQDvW5w347cmZpbTDgQ.  

 

“SAVE THE DATE” 

AUGUST 10TH 

 

ST MAX ANNUAL GOLF OUTING   

 ~more details coming soon. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_38MQDvW5w347cmZpbTDgQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_38MQDvW5w347cmZpbTDgQ

