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24th Sunday in  

Ordinary Time  -  Year B 

 
At this he turned around and, looking at his          

disciples, rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, 

Satan. You are thinking not as God does, but        

human beings do.” He summoned the crowd with     

his disciples and said to them, “Whoever wishes to 

come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, 

and follow me.”      ~Mk 8:33-34 

We need to get our bearings straight and properly 

lay life’s cornerstone. Otherwise, the rest of our 

journey will be skewed, and our judgment clouded. 

We can recall Jesus’ famous rebuke of Peter, “You 

are thinking not as God does, but as human beings 

do.” Even he, as one of Jesus’ closest friends     

struggles with understanding things and grasping 

the big picture. Pierre Teilhard de Chardin       

(1881-1955) a renowned and learned French Jesuit 

priest often has these words attributed to him: 

“We are not human beings having a spiritual     

experience. We are spiritual beings having a        

human experience.” Whether they were actually 

from his lips, they certainly mimic his thought. 

These wise words orient us and capture the essence 

of who we really are. 

Many people consider spirituality option. It is       

no wonder that they come to this conclusion    

when they predominantly define themselves using       

human terms and concepts. Immersed in this world 

view, they struggle finding any semblance of God 

because God does not work according to human 

expectations! This is especially true when suffering 

and death enter life’s picture. If we are only human 

beings having a spiritual experience, then we 

wrongly expect our spirituality to serve us as we 

desire. The human expectation is that my spiritual 

life is something that is useful in avoiding pain, 

hardship, and death, not something that gives the 

courage to live through it! 

So, when we protest and get upset with God       

because our journey is becoming difficult, painful, 

treacherous, disappointing, and even pointing us 

toward death, Jesus rebukes us as he did Peter and 

gently reminds us how to see. It is God who        

inspires and opens hearts to see truth and beauty. 

In God, the true meaning of things is understood, 

and we receive a depth of insight and understand-

ing that is not found following purely human 

paths. It is not our task to understand God, as God 

is beyond human understanding. Ours is the joyful 

privilege of simply resting in God’s presence simply 

because God is God and we are who we are. As   

spiritual beings having an exciting and adven-

turous human experience, it is in our DNA to do 

so. Through prayer we can let go and let be. This is 

how we lose our lives but then save them. 
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Saturday: In Honor of Donald C. Dempsey III 

  by The Family 

Sunday 8:30 am:  Bernadette Hughes 

        by The Hughes Family 

             10:30am:  For The Parishioners 

Monday: Margaret “Peggy” Bostwick 

  by The Bridy Family 

Tuesday: Fabian Wiatrek 

  by Maryanne Bridy 

Wednesday: Mary Dunkley 

  by Emily Ryan 

Thursday: Bob Smith 

  by Mike Gallas 

Saturday: Per Eric Esten 

  by Marge McDonald 

Sunday 8:30 am:   Wladyslaw Chorzepa 

          by Leszek Chorzepa 

 10:30 am:    For The Parishioners 

A Warm Thank You to those who continue offertory    

support to our parish during these difficult times.  

 Donations for August 22nd were $4,535. 

Readings for the Week 

Saturday: 1 Tm 1:15-17; Lk 6:43-49 

Sunday: Is 50:5-9a; Jas 2:14-18; Mk 8:27-35  

Monday: 1 Tm 2:1-8; Lk 7:1-10 

Tuesday: Nm 21:4b-9; Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17 

Wednesday: 1 Tm 3:14-16; Jn 19:25-27 

Thursday: 1 Tm 4:12-16; Lk 7:36-50 

Friday: 1 Tm 6:2c-12; Lk 8:1-3 

Saturday: 1 Tm 6:13-16; Lk 8:4-15 

Sunday: Wis 2:12, 17-20; Jas 3:16—4:3;  

                         Mk 9:30-37 

Note:   Confessions are held 

on Saturdays in the church from 

 4 to 4:45 pm.  

Other times by appointment only. 

                  Sanctuary Light 

      In Memory of Peggy Bostwick 

                

         Bread and Wine  

      For Victims of Abortion 

 

    Altar Flowers  

   Available for your Intention 

Katie Scully  ~  Eileen Long - Geri Williams   

Mary DeWaters  ~  Elaine Madere 

Regina Chmil ~ Marge McDonald 

Charles Brunner ~ Lillian Bellis   

Miroslawa Trochimowicz ~ John Scomillio 

If you know someone in need of prayers  

and would like to have them added to this list,  

please call the Parish Office. 

ST. MAX PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 

10 am to 1 pm 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 
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Faith Formation 

September 2021-Registration 

 

The St. Maximilian Kolbe Scripture Seekers 
discussion group meets live on Zoom       

Tuesday mornings @10:30 am.  New members are 
always welcome. For more information on how to 
join, contact Judy in the parish office. We would love 
to “see” you.  

ONLINE SCRIPTURE STUDY 

St Max restarting Little Rock Scripture Group 

on October 12th, at 10 am 
 
If you need a book to follow the program, a study set 
can be ordered for you. Please contact me if you have 
any questions.  570-646-6424. 

Thank you, Judy Grace, DRE 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Living to  the  Max Youth Group  

 Meets  bi-weekly   

Download the “Remind” app and search “Youth 

Group” so you can get updates about the group.   
 

School is right around the corner and so are Faith 

Formation Classes which will begin on Sunday, 

September 19th.  

Those classes preparing for Sacraments, 1st & 2nd 

for Reconciliation and First Communion, and 7th   

& 8th for Confirmation, will meet here at St. Max. 

Class times are Sundays at 9:00 am until 10:15 am. 

The cost of these classes is $20.00 per child to cover 

expenses. 

 Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6 will have virtual classes. There 

is no cost to parents for these classes. However, family 

involvement is encouraged. Each lesson is only about 

40 minutes. If you have any problems understanding 

how to proceed with virtual classes, please let me 

know. The teachers and I will be more than happy to 

help any way we can. 

 Registration forms are available in the office during 

office hours – Monday- Thursday, 10 am to 1 pm. 

Altar Server 
Do you have children who want to serve as an     

Altar Server? Or are you an adult that can help as 

an Altar Server during weekday masses? A sign-up 

sheet will be remain in the Narthex for anyone who 

has received 1st Holy Communion and would like 

to serve in this ministry. Families with more than    

1 child able to serve are most encouraged to join 

this ministry, as we can schedule your children   

together. Trainings will be rescheduled once we 

have enough volunteers to make a rotating       

schedule. Thank you! 

How well do you know God?  Do you live 

your life in a way that reflects a conscious 

choice to follow Jesus?  

 Such thought-provoking questions are at the 

heart of “Forming Intentional Disciples”, the 

“must read” by Sherry Weddell aimed at helping 

Catholics to transform parish life from within.  

This Fall, St. Max’s will be offering 

a book club focused on this book, 

with the hope of transforming not 

only parish life but our own lives! 

Sessions will be scheduled based on 

the availability of those who would 

like to participate.   

If you are interested in participating, please    

contact our parish intern, Lynn Ruezinsky, by 

Sunday, September 19th, and let her know the 

days and times you will generally be available to 

discuss the book with a group.   Lynn can           

be reached at LRuezinsky@optonline.net or         

908-251-4054.  Thank you!   We look forward to 

being transformed with you! 

mailto:LRuezinsky@optonline.net
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EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

Can You Walk the Walk? 

I’ve met and talked with enough people to feel confident that if you polled 100 fallen-away Catholics         

about why they didn’t want anything to do with the Church, the term “accountability” would pop up in     

almost all of their answers.  And to be fair, a lack of accountability isn’t just a Catholic problem. Talking the 

talk but not walking the walk has been a shortcoming handed down throughout the ages, across all creeds and 

nationalities. Loving our neighbor, welcoming the stranger, clothing the naked, feeding the poor — it all 

sounds fantastic, especially when we’re the ones saying it. But the doing — well, that’s a different story, isn’t 

it? We would do well to remember that Christ calls one of his best friends “Satan” when Peter tries to convince 

Jesus to stray from his destiny.  

Have you ever been called Satan by one of your good buddies? I’ll bet it’s not a great feeling. But think about 

what Peter was doing. He had just said, “You are the Christ.” And now, mere moments later, he’s saying: 

“Don’t say these things. Don’t say you’re going to suffer. Don’t say you’ll be killed.”  He was telling Christ to 

squander what the Lord had given him. He was telling him that having faith was fine, but being faithful? It’s 

just a little too hard. God has a destiny for you, too, and He’s asking you to be open to it. Maybe it’s not in 

your comfort zone. Maybe you don’t think you can do it. Lord, give us faith — but help us, also, to do the 

work.      — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

It’s easy to join our parish ! 

Go to: stmaxkolepoconos.org 

and click Join.  
Fill in your basic information & a member of our  
parish staff will contact you. Or, call the parish 

office 570-646-6424 for a registration form.  

“Throughout salvation history, God has            

welcomed repentant sinners with special joy.     

Jesus concludes the parable of the lost sheep with 

these words: ‘there will be more joy in heaven 

over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 

righteous people who have no need of                  

repentance’ (Lk 15:7)* 

*USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 

“Life Matters: Forgiveness and Healing After 

Abortion”  

Family Fun Day at Koebel's 

As part of our Year of the Family observance, the     

Diocesan Office for Parish Life is sponsoring a Family 

Fun Day at Koebel's Amusement Resort on Saturday, 

Sept. 18th. Groups or individuals are welcome to enjoy 

all that Koebel's has to offer from 12pm to 8pm and 

take advantage of our discounted ticket offer! You can 

choose from a Lunch and Ride Package ($25 per person 

includes a bagged lunch and $20 worth of ride tickets) 

or a Discounted Tickets Only option ($20 worth of ride 

tickets for $17). Regardless of the package you choose, 

you are welcome to take advantage of our reserved    

pavilion for lunch or to simply gather with your family 

and friends.  To purchase tickets by credit card, visit 

www.dioceseofscranton.org. To order and pay by 

check, call (570)207-2213 ext 1155. All orders must be 

paid in advance.  Deadline for orders is September 16. 

http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwNzUsOgyAQANDTyJIwDB-7YEGT9h46QDVVxiCJPX5N3v6l4AG1N2INWmlQIwIYC6gkyOjMK-oHxOifHq0ejCob07dyz5J4F0tIhRSaeSTn5qTA02wKIFmrLI5OO7GFpfdjwDjo9-26LplWpnxmLie1qXaukttHtLBPjXi7k3ysP1lz_wPJXS4l
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Due to the steady increase of COVID-19 the        
committee decided we could not safely host a          

Community dinner in September.  The October 24th 
dinner date remains tentative.   

Guidelines from the CDC, the Diocese of Scranton and 

Father Sean will determine if dinners can be held. 

October 16th & 17th –     

 “Essentials” Collection for Family Promise              

of Monroe County 

Please check future bulletins and posted flyers   for 

more information.  The Committee sincerely           

appreciates the continued support of Father Sean, 

the parish staff and our parish family! 

St Maximilian Kolbe Parish 

Social Concerns Announcements  

 

St. Max has a “give away”                          

section in the Narthex:  

There is a corner shelf with books, as well as a 

table with rosaries, prayer cards, and calendars 

near the cry room entrance. There is also a bin 

to place any Weis receipts, and a basket under 

the table for lost and found.  We ask that you do 

not place any brochures or cards of your own in 

this area.  Rather, if you have something that 

you would like to share with the parish, please 

bring it to the Parish Office and we will get it     

displayed.  

       Hello St. Max Families!   

We are getting the band back 

together!  Ok, really I mean the 

Joyful Noise Choir!  If you have 

school age kiddos, we’d love to 

have them in our children's 

choir!  In the past JNC sang at one mass a month, 

on Christmas Eve, and on Easter Sunday. We’ve 

been on hiatus because of COVID but can now 

take baby steps to get    going again!   

Please call, text, or email me if your child(ren) 

would like to join our church choir!  We have a 

very casual attendance policy, and want everyone 

to enjoy raising their voices in praise!  Please feel 

free to reach out with questions, too!  I’d love to 

tell you more! JNC has been invited to sing 

“America the Beautiful” at an upcoming 9/11   

commemorative ceremony, too. This will be our 

first time back together since March of 2020. If 

your child(ren) is available on that Saturday 

morning and would like to participate, please     

call, text, or email me by Friday, August 27, 

2021.  Juliet Dunham 570.262.9225 (voice or 

text)  juliet.the.great@gmail.com 

Thank You for Donating to Women’s Resources 
Collection! 

Our Social Concerns Committee wishes to thank     
everyone who donated to their recent collection for 
Women’s Resources of Monroe County.  Your gifts 
will help sheltered women, children and men who are 
victims of domestic and/or sexual violence in our 
community. Your continued support for those in need 
of a safe haven is greatly appreciated! God bless our 
St. Max family. 

Be an organ donor. 

Give your             to  Jesus.                 

WHY DO WE DO THAT? -                              

CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

Question: I’ve noticed that when I go to Mass at differ-
ent parishes, sometimes people say and do different 
things. Why is that?     The Mass in its current form has 
taken shape over the course of 2,000 years. Over time,    
traditions, structures, and prayers have been put into place. 
There are certain rubrics for the Mass that are normative 
wherever you go. This means you could attend Mass in 
Malawi or Thailand or Italy and still watch the same basic 
liturgy unfold, even if you don’t understand the language. 
There may be some cultural differences from place to 
place, things that aren’t specifically listed. For example, in 
the United States most people go up for Communion in a 
nice neat line. In Europe, everyone gets up around the same 
time. It’s a bit of a free-for-all! 

Some people might take it upon themselves to change 
things individually. People may not like something that 
feels too “liberal” or “conservative,” and they may take       
a well-meaning stance in the opposite direction. When     
people (including the presiders) do things that are distract-
ing or change the liturgy, it introduces an element that 
breaks the unity of the assembled community. The          
important thing to remember is that we gather as the Body 
of Christ to celebrate the Eucharist. If you are confused, 
ask! If you are frustrated, pray for the spirit of charity. 

mailto:juliet.the.great@gmail.com
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Rest in the presence of God simply because God is God 

and you are you. This is all that is necessary. Out of 

this relationship will come inspiration, understanding, 

courage, constancy, truth, and virtues of all kind.  We 

will find ourselves knowing the true meaning of things 

and developing a depth of insight that is not found 

following purely human venues.  It is God who inspires 

and opens human hearts to see truth and beauty        

In God, we understand all of our relationships with a 

richer appreciation and come to know who Jesus, who 

speaks of God’s kingdom, really is. The trust that is 

fostered from resting with the Divine One allows us     

to see that God’s ways are not our ways. There is 

something bigger going on in this picture of life. It is 

something mystical and magical that seeks to surprise 

us at every turn. It is not for us to cling to this world 

and its limitations. Our adventure is to dream bigger 

and brighter, realizing that it is even in suffering that 

the radiant light of the dawn will come. God’s ways 

allow for our paths to be rocky, challenging, difficult, 

and even crippling at times. Purely human eyes cannot 

understand the ‘why’ of such experiences. The eyes 

and mind of God, however, reveal and detail a journey 

that ends in glorious resurrection joy. When we lose 

our axis and become too human in our thinking, Jesus 

rebukes us and gently reminds us how to see. 

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 

Monday: St John Chrysostom, Bishop and  

                Doctor of the Church  

Tuesday:  The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

Wednesday: Our Lady of Sorrows  

Thursday:   Sts. Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian,  

                    Bishop, Martyrs  

Friday:   St. Robert Bellarmine, Bishop and  

                Doctor of the Church  

National Day of Remembrance                           

for Aborted Children 
The 9th Annual National Day of 

Remembrance for Aborted Children 

will be held on Saturday, Sept. 18 

when pro-life Americans will honor the memory of the 

nearly 61 million unborn victims of abortion since its 

legalization in 1973. The event on Sept. 18 will include 

a Memorial Service for Victims of Abortion to be held 

at 11 a.m. at Mount Olivet Cemetery, 612 Mount 

Olivet Road, Carverton. The pro-life gathering will 

take place at Mount Olivet’s Wyoming Valley 

Knights of Columbus Tomb for the Unborn, located 

on the top of the hill on the cemetery grounds. During 

the memorial observance, the Rosary will be recited in 

remembrance of all aborted babies.  

All faithful are invited. 

Thank you, Ada Magni  

“BE A CATHOLIC MAN” EVENT 
A Catholic Men’s Conference is planned for Saturday, 
October 30, 2021, at Holy Redeemer High School, 159 
S. Pennsylvania Ave., Wilkes-Barre. This will be the 
sixth such Event. The theme is “Called to Fatherhood” 
under the patronage of Saint Joseph and is sponsored by 
‘Be a Catholic Man.’ This event (from 8 am to 3 pm) 
will be blessed with nationally known Catholic Speakers: 
Father Glenn Sudano (Franciscan Friars of the Renewal), 
Jim O’Day (active in Men’s Ministries, Lacrosse Coach, 
& Self-Defense Instructor), & Karl Keating (Author & 
Catholic Apologist). All men, single, married, & clergy, 
challenged to live virtuous lives in this very secular 
world are encouraged to attend.  Rosary, Eucharistic   
Adoration, & Sacramental Confession --- a lunch break. 
Mass will be offered by the Most Reverend Bishop     
Joseph Bambera. Register Online: ($30 till Oct. 9th) 
www.BeaCatholicMan.com or pay that day ($40).     
Questions, please contact Michael Kilmer 570-746-0100 
or michaelkilmer71@gmail.com.  

http://www.BeaCatholicMan.com
mailto:michaelkilmer71@gmail.com

