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Calling his disciples to himself, he said     

to the, “Amen, I say to you, this poor   

widow put in more than all the other   

contributors to the treasury”   

 Mk 12:43 

On December 10, 1979, a very petite holy woman 

known as Mother Teresa of Calcutta spoke these words 

in her Nobel Peace Prize Acceptance Speech, “But I am 

sure in the families and many of our homes, maybe we 

are not hungry for a piece of bread, but maybe there is 

somebody there in the family who is unwanted,         

unloved, uncared, forgotten, there isn’t love. Love     

begins at home. And love to be true has to hurt. I never 

forget a little child who taught me a very beautiful     

lesson. They heard in Calcutta, the children, that   

Mother Teresa had no sugar for her children, and this 

little one, Hindu boy four years old, he went home and 

he told his parents: I will not eat sugar for three days, I 

will give my sugar to Mother Teresa. How much a little 

child can give. After three days they brought into our 

house, and there was this little one who could scarcely 

pronounce my name, he loved with great love, he loved 

until it hurt. And this is what I bring before you, to love 

one another until it hurts, but don’t forget that there 

are many children, many children, many men and   

women who haven’t got what you have. And remember 

to love them until it hurts.” 

Living authentically and walking with holiness always 

involves sacrifice. It has to hurt. Only actions springing 

from true and deep sacrifice demonstrate true integrity. 

Without sacrifice, even what is apparently a generous 

gesture can be nothing. It is no wonder that the widow 

who contributed from her poverty received great        

admiration from Jesus and the young child in our story 

above the interest of Mother Teresa. It is easy to make 

the houses of our lives look like they are in perfect order 

when in fact they are in shambles within. Religion can 

sometimes make this hypocritical masquerade easy to 

accomplish. We can find ourselves in all the right holy 

places, reciting all of the correct prayers, participating 

in community collections, and reciting the proper     

doctrines only to find ourselves empty, shallow,           

self-focused, & overly anxious about personal concerns. 

The one who learns to discover their inner poverty, their 

spiritual poverty, is the only one who can truly place 

him or herself at the mercy of God. It is only when we 

allow ourselves to be empty that we realize Who we   

actually need to fill us. This is the real meaning of trust. 

Many of us are afraid to take the plunge. We allow    

ourselves to detach from only so much, always keeping 

a watchful eye on the protection of our securities. We   

understand the value of poverty, but we do not want to 

become too poor. As long as we are able to recognize this 

tension, our reluctance to let go and our struggle, we can 

continue our journey of humbly learning how to love so 

deeply that it hurts. God understands and waits.   
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Saturday: All Souls Day Intentions   

Sunday 8:30 am:  For The Parishioners 

            10:30 am:  All Souls Day Intentions 

Monday: All Souls Intentions 

Tuesday: All Souls Intentions 

Wednesday: All Souls Intentions 

Thursday: Joseph Benner 

  by The Benner Family 

Saturday: Deacon F. Edmund Lynch 

  by Aline Lynch 

Sunday 8:30 am:  For The Parishioners       

           10:30 am:  John and Jane Scaglione 

        by Rosalie Richardson 

Readings for the Week 

Saturday:    Rom 16:3-9, 16, 22-27; Lk 16:9-15 

Sunday:       1 Kgs 17:10-16; Heb 9:24-28; Mk 12:38-44 

Monday:      Wis 1:1-7; Lk 17:1-6 

Tuesday:      Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; 1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17; Jn 2:13-22 

Wednesday: Wis 6:1-11;  Lk 17:11-19 

Thursday:    Wis 7:22b—8:1; Lk 17:20-25 

Friday:         Wis 13:1-9; Lk 17:26-37 

Saturday:     Wis 18:14-16; 19:6-9; Lk 18:1-8 

Sunday:        Dn 12:1-3; Heb 10:11-14, 18; Mk 13:24-32 

Confessions are held on  

Saturdays in the church from        

3:00 to 3:45 pm.  

           Other times by  

          appointment only. 

                  Sanctuary Light 

      In Memory of Peggy Bostwick 

                

         Bread and Wine  

      For Victims of Abortion 

 

    Altar Flowers  

                    Available 
      (Please call the parish office to  

            request your intentions). 

Katie Scully  ~  Eileen Long - Geri Williams   

Mary DeWaters  ~  Marge McDonald   

  Charles Brunner  ~  Lillian Bellis   

  Miroslawa Trochimowicz  ~  John Scomillio 

If you know someone in need of prayers  

and would like to have them added to this list,  

please call the Parish Office. 

ST. MAX PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 

10 am to 1 pm 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

DAILY: Monday thru Thursday @ 9:15 am 

(NO MASS ON FRIDAY) 

SATURDAY: 4 PM 

SUNDAY 8:30 & 10:30 AM 

 

 

Donations for October 24th were $4,222. 

 

Many Thanks to those who support our Parish. 

THIS SUNDAY, NOVEMBER  7TH,  

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIMES ENDS 

At 2 a.m. on Sunday, Nov. 7, 2021, turn your 

clocks back by one hour, which means you 

gain one hour, in order to "fall back."  
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Faith Formation 2021 

Classes started Sept 19th 

Registrations still being accepted 

 

     The St. Maximilian Kolbe Scripture 
Study discussion group meets live on     
Zoom Wednesday mornings @10:30 am.  

New members are always welcome. For more           
information on how to join,  contact Judy in the parish 
office. We would love to “see” you.  

ONLINE SCRIPTURE STUDY 

St Max has restarted  

Little Rock Scripture Group 

Tuesdays at 10 am 
The group meets in the Church Hall.  We are currently  
Reading “Life Eternal”.  We have books and/or    
printed study materials available for you to follow.   
Contact Judy Grace, DRE at 570-646-6424 if you 
have any questions.  All are Welcome. 

  
 

Please note time of classes: Because many families 

prefer to attend the 8:30 Mass on Sundays, Faith 

Formation Classes will now begin at 9:15 am. They 

will dismiss at the same time as always—10:15am. 
 
Grades 1st & 2nd, preparing for Sacraments of      

Reconciliation and First Communion, will now meet 

in the Church Hall from 9:15 to 10:15 am.   

Grades 7th & 8th, for Confirmation, will meet in the 

classrooms  from 9:15 to 10:15 am.  
  
Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6 will have Virtual classes. There 

is no cost to parents for these classes. However, family 

involvement is encouraged. Each lesson is only about 

40 minutes. If you have any problems understanding 

how to proceed with virtual classes, please let me 

know. The teachers and I will be more than happy to 

help any way we can.  ~Judy Grace 

Registration forms are available in the office during 

office hours – Monday- Thursday, 10 am to 1 pm. 

Please call the office if there are any questions. 

 

 

Living to  the  Max Youth Group  

 Meets  Every Wednesday at  6:30 pm  

Download the “Remind” app and search “Youth 

Group” so you can get updates about the group. 

Email: reesecup2018@gmail.com for more info. 

Book Club Meetings: 

         Remaining dates are as follows: 

           November 4th, 11th, and 18th 

Times are: 

Afternoons, 1:00pm-2:30pm (in person) OR 

Evenings, 7:00pm-8:30pm (via Zoom) 

Anyone interested is asked to sign up for either      

the afternoon or evening sessions by contacting      

Lynn Ruezinsky at LRuezinsky@optonline.net or        

908-251-4054. Books will be ordered for everyone 

who signs up, and anyone able is asked to pay $14 

to cover the cost of the book.  

Our parish intern, Lynn, is forming a team of 
adults who will meet over the next few months to 
discuss adult faith formation.  The focus will be 

on discerning what parishioners may need in    
order to live as disciples of Jesus to the fullest 
extent  possible and beginning to address those 

needs with a short study or discussion group to be 
offered this coming Spring. The hope is to gather 

input from a diverse group of parishioners – 
young  &older, male & female, and multi-racial/

ethnic.  If you or someone you know of is        
interested in or has ideas regarding the faith     
formation needs of our adults, please contact 

Lynn at LRuezinsky@optonline.net or           
(908)251-4054.  Thank you! 

Ministry Volunteers: There is a table in the   

Narthex for all current ministry volunteers, as 

well as anyone who would like to volunteer.  It 

includes copies of the current schedule, a roster 

to help you find a sub when needed, and a     

sign-up sheet for anyone wishing to help as 

Usher, Altar Server, Eucharistic Minister or 

Lector. These sheets will be checked weekly. 

mailto:LRuezinsky@optonline.net


St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr, pray for us  

 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

It’s easy to join our parish ! 

Go to: stmaxkolepoconos.org 

and click Join.  
Fill in your basic information & a member of our 

 parish staff will contact you.  

Or, call the parish office 570-646-6424  

for a registration form.  

St. Max has a new “give away”                          

section in the Narthex:  

There is a corner shelf with books, as well as a table 

with rosaries, prayer cards, and calendars near the 

cry room entrance. There is also a bin to place any 

Weis receipts, and a basket under the table for lost 

and found.  We ask that you do not place any       

brochures or cards of your own in this area.  Rather, 

if you have something that you would like to share 

with the parish, please bring it to the Parish Office 

and we will get it displayed.  

CATHOLIC TRIVIA – JUST FOR FUN 
 

Question: According to the Code of Canon Law, what is 

the minimum age requirement for baptismal sponsors?  

           (Answer is found on the last page of the bulletin). 

“We know earthly death is not the end, but     

rather the door through which we must pass to 

gain eternal life. Because of our belief and hope 

in the Resurrection, we can face death not with 

fear, but with preparation... We prepare for    

eternal life by choosing to love and follow God 

now, in our daily lives and decisions.”  

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 

“Catholic Considerations for Our Earthly  Passing”  

respectlife.org/end-of-life-considerations  

The Look 

Have you ever made the mistake of telling your 

spouse that you’re out of something — only to 

see them respond with The Look? Then you      

realize it: of course, he or she knows you’re out of 

butter. They knew it before a butter shortage was 

even a blip on your radar.  

We might go to the fridge and lament the       

complete lack of ketchup. Then someone moves a 

couple items and show us the ketchup that so 

savagely eluded us just moments before. 

Sometimes, we all have “the look” when dealing 

with God. We tell Him our stores are empty. 

“I’m out, God! I can’t do any more! Can’t give 

any more. Can’t take any more. It’s all gone.” 

But we forget: God is the keeper of our stores.     

He is the one who fills them, and the one who 

watches as they empty.  

See, we don’t know how much we are capable of 

loving. We don’t know how much we are capable 

of serving. We don’t know how much we are       

capable of hoping. We see everything with spouse 

eyes. Only our Creator truly knows the limits of 

His creation. 

Do you ever make the mistake of telling God 

“I’m done”? Be careful the next time you do. 

Chances are, He’s far from finished working. 

                — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

Winter Coats: There are a limited number 

of  winter coats in children's sizes       

available for those in need.   

Please contact Steve Glinane, 

570.977.4617. 

http://www.respectlife.org/end-of-life-considerations
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St Maximilian Kolbe Parish 

Social Concerns Announcements  

Leave a Mark 2021 
Young adults (age 18-40) are invited to join Bishop Joseph 

C. Bambera on Sunday, November 7 at 5:00 p.m. in the 

Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton for this annual gather-

ing to kickoff National Vocation Awareness Week in       

the Diocese of Scranton.   A social will immediately follow 

in the Diocesan Pastoral Center. For more information, 

visit vocations.dioceseofscranton.org or 570-207-1452. 

Social Concerns’ Volunteers and Friends 

 are Cooking Again! 

On October 7, volunteers began another rotation         
of cooking for sheltered families served by Family 
Promise of Monroe County.  Each and every Thursday 
through Dec. 16, our driver will deliver to Tannersville 
five complete evening meals (entrée, sides, salad, fruit 
and/or dessert, enough to feed 8+ adults) plus multiple 
bottles of juice.  Paper plates and bowls, napkins,  
plastic eating utensils and cases of water are also     
donated.  These dedicated cooks stepped forward in 
August 2020, preparing meals for a full year with only 
a short break.  When the call went out asking for their 
help again, they eagerly responded.  If you would like 
to help with this vital ministry, contact Mary Miraglia 
at miraglia@ptd.net or 570-234-6646.  

 

STOP the HATE!! 

The Social Concerns Committee is 
currently working with our Living to 
the Max Youth Group to develop a 
meaningful program for this year’s 
STOP the HATE event.  Please watch 
the bulletin and other media for       
further announcements about the date and time.  Sadly, 
hate crimes are increasing across in the USA.  It is the 
responsibility of all peoples of faith to work towards a 
peaceful end.   

WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

Question:    Can you explain what we mean by a vocation or calling? I have heard this term used in many 

different contexts and am not sure what it means. Does it apply to religious life? 

Answer:  

A vocation or calling refers to a spiritual experience whereby a person senses within oneself the closeness 

of God and what he is asking in one's life. It is a realization of what one's part in God's plan could be.    

Vocation comes in all kinds of ways. Some are as dramatic as St. Paul's, being knocked off his horse, 

blinded, and hearing God's voice. Others are less dramatic, often occurring over time through little events 

and personal interests. Others happen in a hurry, accompanied by great spiritual insight or conversion. 

We often think that this applies to religious vocation, but in fact, every Christian has a vocation, a calling 

to serve others in and through the church. Whether married or single, religious or lay, we are all called to 

live out our baptismal commitment to preach and teach the Gospel message. Each of us has our role        

to play in God's plan, and we become coworkers with God in the work of redemption. With a little        

confidence, a willing spirit and God's grace, we can and will respond to his unique call.             ©LPi 

The celebration of the Eucharist is the heart of the 
Church. Participating in this sacrament enables 
the Catholic faithful to encounter the presence, 
love, and mercy of Christ. Because this sacrament 
is so important, the Church provides the option 
for lay ministers to distribute the Body and Blood 
of Christ when there are not enough priests       
and deacons available to do so; Extraordinary 
ministers of Holy Communion are also deputed 
for ministry at Mass and for the needs of the sick, 
the homebound, and the dying.  

http://vocations.dioceseofscranton.org
mailto:miraglia@ptd.net
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Trivia Answer:  16 

It all really boils down to a matter of the heart, and 

actions do speak louder than words. We cannot hide 

from the truth. A problem with religion is that it is 

possible for someone to make everything appear to be 

right when actually it is not. We can say all of the 

right prayers, perform all of the proscribed rituals, 

claim that we adhere to orthodox doctrines and still 

lead a distorted, empty and sometimes pitiful life. 

Only actions springing from true and deep sacrifice 

demonstrate true integrity. Without sacrifice, even 

the noblest looking actions can amount to nothing. It 

is no wonder, then, that the widow who contributed 

from her poverty received great admiration from  

Jesus. While it may not always appear to be the case, 

God has a special care and regard for those who     

depend upon him in times of trouble and want. Only 

the person who is truly poor is the only one who can 

see this. Because of a lack of trust, the one who has 

much is afraid to take a risk and sees only what they 

possess as their only security. 

Advent Meditations  
This Advent, don’t get caught up in the busyness. 
Don’t get lost in the anxiety of preparing for a day. 
Joyfully anticipate the coming of the person of   
Jesus through an encounter with his Most Blessed 
Mother.  
The Rejoice! Advent Meditations with Mary Journal 
not only lets you walk beside Mary during the first 
Advent, but also lets you get to know her in a way 
you haven’t before. 
Each day, in a few short pages, Fr. Mark Toups 
provides you with a word, a reflection, a Psalm,      
a reading, and a prompt, all to help guide your 
prayer.  And anyone able is welcome to meet in the 
parish hall Thursday afternoons (1:00pm-2:30pm) 
to discuss their prayer experiences for the week. 
To sign up for the discussion group or to be part of 
St. Max’s bulk order of “Rejoice!” (even if you are 
unable to participate in the discussion group), 
please use the sign-up in Flocknote or contact Lynn 
Ruezinsky at LRuezinsky@optonline.net or 908-
251-4054.  Deadline for the book order is Sunday, 
November 14th and anyone able is asked to pay $9 
to cover the cost of the book.   
(Payment may be made in person or by mailing to 
the parish office, Attn:  Advent Book.)  Thank you!   

Have a blessed Advent! 

SAINT OF THE WEEK  

EXAMPLES OF OUR FAITH 
You may recognize the name        
St. Frances Xavier Cabrini (1850 – 
1917) as the first United States   
citizen to become a saint. Known 
for her deep trust in God, she was a      
courageous woman doing the work 
of Christ. 
Her life of service began when she 
was first refused admission to the 
religious order which had educated 
her to be a teacher. Not one to take 
things face value, she instead focused her charitable work 
at the House of  Providence Orphanage in Cadogno, Italy, 
and in 1877, professed vows there and took the religious 
habit. 
When the bishop closed the orphanage in 1880, he named 
St. Frances Xavier Cabrini prioress of the Missionary 
Sisters of the Sacred Heart. However, she had a dream 
she was determined to fulfill. Since her early childhood, 
she had dreamed of being a missionary in China. Pope 
Leo XIII, however, urged her to see the need in the west. 
She traveled with six of her fellow religious sisters to 
New York City, where they worked with the thousands of 
Italian immigrants residing there. 
Although she experienced many disappointments during 
this time, she persevered. When she arrived in New York, 
the house intended to be her first orphanage in the United 
States was not available. Rather than come back to Italy 
and the order she oversaw, she instead found a way        
to establish that orphanage elsewhere — plus a few  
more. Throughout her life, she is known for founding     
67 institutions dedicated to caring for the poor, the     
abandoned, the uneducated, and the sick. She died of   
malaria in her own Columbus Hospital in Chicago in 
1917.     ©LPi 


