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November 28th, 2021 

1st Sunday of  Advent 

Year C 

 
 
  

Stand erect and raise your  

heads because your                 

redemption is at hand.  

~Lk 21:28 

 Staying awake can often be a challenge, especially 
when we are exhausted. Life’s demands have a way of 
zapping every last bit of energy out of us. When we are 
tired it affects us not only physically, but psychologically 

and spiritually as well. All of our senses are dulled      
and diminished. We can overlook details, become      
disinterested, lethargic and apathetic, and detached. 
Getting sufficient physical rest only helps so much. We 
need to be rejuvenated, refreshed, and reenergized in 
other ways. If we are psychologically exhausted, we 
need to understand what is draining our emotions and 
taxing our relationships. If we are spiritually tired, we 
need to find the necessary “shot in the arm” to put us 
back in touch with God. Unfortunately, exhaustion is 
seldom limited to just one part of who we are. When   
we lack energy and zeal it is usually the case that      
everything suffers. We not only are affected physically, 
but psychologically and spiritually as well. In short, 
when we run out of gas the engine stops. 
And yet, our Lord’s directive is clear, “Be vigilant at all 
times.” Even Jesus knew what “the anxieties of daily 
life” can do to us. One day pours into another and time 
quickly flies by. Any one of us can take a moment and 
reflect on how many wonderful, creative opportunities 
we miss because there is always so much “stuff” to do 
and so little time to do it. Usually these are missed   
moments of love, and if we are missing love encounters 
we are also missing God. Sleepwalking through life, we 
check the boxes next to our list of “must and have to 
dos” and justify it all by convincing ourselves that    
tomorrow is another day and there’ll be more time.        
It may surprise us, but tomorrow is here, and time is 
running out. While we may like to believe that we have 
an “eternity” of time to do all those things that require 
the focus, energy, and desire we do not currently have, 
we don’t. We’re on a limited ride and time is short. 
Jesus is also clear on another point. “That day will catch 
you by surprise like a trap.” If we are going to be 
judged on love and so easily justify not having all that 
much time to do so, then it seems we must shift focus a 
bit. St. Teresa of Calcutta tells us, “We desire to be able 
to welcome Jesus at Christmas-time, not in a cold    
manger of our heart, but in a heart full of love and    
humility, a heart so pure, so immaculate, so warm with 
love for one another.” Getting to this place doesn’t “just 
happen.” It requires vigilance and discipline both with a 
knowledge of what is really of importance and what 
really needs to be the focus of our energy and time. 
Pray, starting now and not tomorrow, that we can stay 
alert, be strengthened in our faith, and prepared for 
whatever will come. Don’t miss another opportunity to 
love.                                                                  ©LPi 
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Saturday: Anne Marie Alcamo 

  by Nat Alcamo 

Sunday 8:30 am:  Frank Reinhart 

        by Bill and Sue Snell 

            10:30 am: For The Parishioners 

Monday: Paul and Margurite Greenwald 

  by The Miller Family 

Tuesday: John Kirkwood 

  by Marge McDonald 

Wednesday: Jerry Plisinski 

  by Claire Dembinski 

Thursday: Deborah Dyer 

  by Ken Hall 

Saturday: Ray and Nellie Paglione 

  by Ed and Roseann Nidweski 

Sunday 8:30 am:   For The Parishioners 

 10:30 am:   Patrick Grace 

                     by Judy Grace      

Readings for the Week 

Saturday:    Dn 7:15-27; Lk 21:34-36 

Sunday:       Jer 33:14-16; 1 Thes 3:12—4:2;  

                     Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 

Monday:      Is 2:1-5; Mt 8:5-11 

Tuesday:     Rom 10:9-18; Mt 4:18-22 

Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Mt 15:29-37 

Thursday:    Is 26:1-6; Mt 7:21, 24-27 

Friday:         Is 29:17-24; Mt 9:27-31 

Saturday:     Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Mt 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8 

Sunday:        Bar 5:1-9; Phil 1:4-6, 8-11; Lk 3:1-6 

 

Confessions are held on  

Saturdays in the church from 

3:00 to 3:45 pm.  
            Other times by appointment only. 

                  Sanctuary Light 

       In Memory of Peggy Bostwick 

 

        Bread and Wine  

      For Victims of Abortion 

 

      Altar Flowers         

In Memory of Carmen Malandro 

                 By Diane Lake 

Katie Scully  ~  Eileen Long - Geri Williams   

Mary DeWaters  ~  Marge McDonald   

  Charles Brunner  ~  Lillian Bellis   

  Miroslawa Trochimowicz  ~  John Scomillio 

Joan Aronowitz 

If you know someone in need of prayers  

and would like to have them added to this list,  

ST. MAX PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 

10 am to 1 pm 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

DAILY:  Monday thru Thursday @ 9:15 am 
(NO MASS ON FRIDAY) 

SATURDAY: 4 pm 
SUNDAY 8:30 & 10:30 am 

 Donations for November 14th were $ 4,613. 

Many Thanks to those who support our Parish. 

FIRST SUNDAY  

OF ADVENT 
“THE DAYS ARE COMING, SAYS THE 

LORD, WHEN I WILL FULFILL THE 

PROMISE I MADE TO THE HOUSE OF 

ISRAEL AND JUDAH.” 

 

                                               ~JEREMIAH 33:14 
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Faith Formation Classes 

 

 

     The St. Maximilian Kolbe Scripture 
Study discussion group meets live on     
Zoom Wednesday mornings @10:30 am.  

New members are always welcome. For more           
information on how to join,  contact Judy in the parish 
office. We would love to “see” you.  

ONLINE SCRIPTURE STUDY 

St Max Little Rock Scripture Group 

Tuesdays at 10 am 
The group meets in the Church Hall.  We are currently  
Reading “Life Eternal”.  We have books and/or    
printed study materials available for you to follow.   
Contact Judy Grace, DRE at 570-646-6424 if you 
have any questions.  All are Welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

Living to  the  Max Youth Group  

 Meets  Every Wednesday at  6:30 pm  

Download the “Remind” app and search “Youth 

Group” so you can get updates about the group. 

Email: reesecup2018@gmail.com for more info. 

We Need Your Input  
Our parish intern, Lynn, is forming a team of 

adults who will meet over the next few months 
to discuss adult faith formation.  The focus will 
be on discerning what parishioners may need in    
order to live as disciples of Jesus to the fullest 
extent  possible and beginning to address those 
needs with a short study or discussion group to 
be offered this coming Spring. The hope is to 

gather input from a diverse group of parishioners 
– young  &older, male & female, and              

multi-racial/ethnic.  If you or someone you know 
of is interested in or has ideas regarding the faith 

formation needs of our adults, please contact 
Lynn at LRuezinsky@optonline.net or           

(908)251-4054.  Thank you! 

Ministry Volunteers: There is a table in the   

Narthex for all current ministry volunteers, as 

well as anyone who would like to volunteer.  It 

includes copies of the current schedule, a roster 

to help you find a sub when needed, and a     

sign-up sheet for anyone wishing to help as 

Usher, Altar Server, Eucharistic Minister or 

Lector. These sheets will be checked weekly. 

St. Maximilian Kolbe Bereavement Support 
Group Resumes Sessions December 8th  

Beginning Dec. 8th, the Bereavement Support 
group will meet downstairs in the parish hall on 
the second Wednesday of each month at 2 pm.  
Until further notice, all participants will be asked 
to wear masks and to observe social distancing in 
order to protect others in attendance who may be 
medically vulnerable.  
It is not necessary to be a member of St. Max     
Parish in order to attend this ecumenical group. 
The format is open and ongoing (not limited to a 
fixed number of sessions) and the content of the 
meeting is selected to address the needs of those 
present. Anyone who has experienced a loss due to 
death, divorce, or separation is encouraged to    
attend.  Through the use of audio, visual, and 
printed materials the group offers information 
about the stages of grief & the emotional, physical, 
mental, & spiritual effects that may be experienced 
by those who are grieving. A lending library     
contains materials that are helpful for children,  
adolescents, and adults. The compassionate      
presence of people who have journeyed through 
the bereavement process offer support for the  
newly bereaved and for those who may have      
delayed the process or who still need assistance.  
For more information, contact Lynnette at          
570-839-9346; text to 570-242-6165; or email her 
at tomlyn65@ptd.net. 

Grades 1st & 2nd, preparing for Sacraments of      

Reconciliation and First Communion,  meet in the 

Church Hall from 9:15 to 10:15 am.   

Grades 7th & 8th, for Confirmation, meet in the 

classrooms  from 9:15 to 10:15 am.  

Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6 have Virtual classes.  

Please contact Judy Grace in the Parish Office for 

any questions. 

mailto:LRuezinsky@optonline.net
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EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

Drive-Thru Christmas Dinner with Santa 

Reservations are 

being taken now.   

This event,  

sponsored by the 

Knights of          

Columbus in   

conjunction with                     

St. Max will be held on Sunday, Dec. 12th 

from 3 pm to 5 pm.  

Reservations are required. 

Sign-up sheet is in the Narthex, or you may 

call or email the Parish office. 

CATHOLIC TRIVIA – JUST FOR FUN 
 

Question: What sacrament is symbolized by a dove?  

         (Answer is found on the last page of the bulletin). 

Preparing the Manger 
Where do you fall in the “Christmas-songs-in-
November” debate — do you like them, tolerate them, or 
outright hate them? There’s no theological problem with 
Christmas songs in November outside of worship, even 
if it’s not everyone’s cup of tea. But there is a problem 
with getting so caught up in the baggage of the season — 
the trimmings, the gifts, the celebrations, all of which are 
marvelous in their own way — that you forget to prepare 
the manger. 
Every good Catholic knows that Lent is a penitential   
season. It’s hard to miss that point — Lent doesn’t even 
have any fun songs you can groove to on the radio.        
We are pretty good at recognizing that Lent calls us to 
examine ourselves. To deny ourselves. To give of      
ourselves. And most of all, Lent calls us to prepare, as a 
good steward does, for the return of our master. 
It’s harder for us to remember that with Advent, but   
Advent is just as much of an opportunity for penance, 
preparation, and reconciliation to God — and just as 
much reason, too. The very name of the season — 
“advent” — encourages us to focus on what is coming, 
not what is already here. Be on guard, the readings tell us 
today, “so that your hearts are not weighed down with 
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, 
and (the coming of the Lord) catch you unexpectedly, 
like a trap.” 
So let us not forget — our master’s advent is upon us. 
And let us ask ourselves: how can we prepare the      
manger?   — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  

St. Max Welcomes Rev. Paul  Farin 
from Catholic Outreach. 

He comes to us from Cross Catholic sharing some 
touching stories about the amazing work Catholic 

Missions are accomplishing worldwide. 
He is a priest in the Diocese of St. 
Georges-in-Grenada and has been an 
Outreach Priest with Cross since 2001. 
His ministry has included parish work, 
high school and college chaplaincy, 
liturgical and ecumenical workshops, 
and substance abuse education. He has worked with 
the homeless and is a passionate advocate for the 
poor in developing countries. 
Please be generous in your donation to the Catholic 
Missions. 
To learn more about Cross Catholic Outreach, please 

go to Cross Catholic.org/outreach 
 or text: BLESSINGS to 474747 

“St. Max Cares”  

A Program of Service by and for the Parishioners 

of  St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish 

For the past six years, our Social Concerns Committee 

has sponsored a service program called “St. Max Cares.” 

This program is designed to support our fellow parish-

ioners who live alone.  How?  It begins with one caring 

person making a friendly daily phone call to another.  

The mission of “St. Max Cares” is to know that those 

members of our parish family who live alone are safe; and, 

as a result, bring some peace of mind to their families.   

We pray for you, we offer you the sign of God’s peace 

at Mass, now may we offer you a friendly phone call 

each day? 

If you or a loved one are interested in receiving this 

service, or if you wish to volunteer, please contact Jean 

Sockol at 727-542-2280.  Remember, the members of 

St. Max cares about you!  

Saint Joseph Sunday Missals 
This is the First week of the Liturgical year and   

also the First Sunday in Advent. The new Saint 

Joseph Sunday Missal  begins with this first week 

of the new year.  Each family is welcome to take 

a copy of the New Saint Joseph Sunday Missal 

on your way out of the church. Baskets will        

be at the exits or copies can be picked up        

from the Parish Office. 
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SOCIAL CONCERNS BULLETIN  
& FLOCKNOTE ARTICLES 

Update on “Stop the Hate” Endeavors 
 

Since we were unable to coordinate neither an            

in-person or a virtual vigil in 2021, we tried        

throughout the month of October via Flocknote and  

the Youth Group Facebook page to offer materials to 

inform and inspire ideas and actions to help promote 

mutual respect, appreciation for diversity, and        

building communities of harmony and peace.  
 

The annual interfaith services each year have         

called for people of faith to come together to: 

~ Act non-violently as agents of healing in their      

communities. 

~ Stand up to hate violence directed at anyone. 

~ Speak out when people are attacked or discriminated 

against due to race, religion, sexual orientation,         

nationality, gender, or socio-economic status. 
 

Just as we have gone forth from the Stop the Hate   

Vigils each year with renewed resolve to help to build 

a world of tolerance and respect, justice and peace, let 

each of us prepare for our next Vigil by striving each 

day to treat others as we would like to be treated, 

building bridges of kindness, compassion, & dialogue. 

WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 
Question: How are the feasts of the baptism of Jesus and the account of the wedding feast of Cana related to the 

Epiphany celebration?  

Answer:  The Epiphany season focuses on revealing Jesus to the world. Following the Christmas celebration, the 

liturgical year lays out a series of manifestation points in which Jesus is made publicly known. From its very       

beginning, the Christian community highlighted three events in the life of Jesus. These are the Epiphany, the    

Baptism of the Lord and the wedding feast at Cana.  

The Epiphany discloses Jesus to the world of the Gentiles, represented by the magi from the East. The accounts of 

Jesus' baptism reveal his identity and mission, along with exposing him to those to whom he was sent to minister. 

The miracle of turning water to wine at the wedding feast of Cana, unique to John's Gospel, is the first public sign 

that Jesus performs, thus manifesting his public identity and his powers.  

Today in the Roman Church, these are usually celebrated on three successive Sundays: Epiphany, the Baptism of 

the Lord which is usually the next Sunday, and the wedding feast of Cana, which is proclaimed on the 2nd Sunday 

of Ordinary Time in lectionary year C.  

These feasts connect around the concept of epiphany, public manifestation of Jesus to the world. They help us      

get to know more intimately who Jesus is and what he is about. Spend some time delving more deeply into your 

understanding of who Jesus is. Continue to cultivate these "epiphany" moments in your life. 

ADVENT  MEDITATIONS  
ALL ARE WELCOME  

This Advent, don’t get caught up in the busyness. 
Don’t get lost in the anxiety of preparing for a day. 
Joyfully anticipate the coming of the person of   
Jesus through an encounter with his Most Blessed 
Mother.  The Rejoice! Advent Meditations with 
Mary Journal not only lets you walk beside Mary 
during the first Advent, but also lets you get to 
know her in a way you haven’t before. 
Each day, in a few short pages, Fr. Mark Toups 
provides you with a word, a reflection, a Psalm,     
a reading, and a prompt, all to help guide your 
prayer.  Everyone is welcome to join in the          
discussion group which meets in the parish hall 
Thursday afternoons (1:00pm-2:30pm) to discuss 
their prayer experiences for the week. These    
weekly meetings will continue through Advent and 
the last meeting date will be December 23rd.   

Please contact Lynn Ruezinsky at 
LRuezinsky@optonline.net or 908-251-4054.    

HAVE A BLESSED ADVENT! 

It’s easy to join  

our parish ! 

Go to: stmaxkolepoconos.org 

and click Join.  
Fill in your basic information & a member of our 

 parish staff will contact you.  

Or, call the parish office 570-646-6424  

for a registration form.  

Thanks to our members who save & turn in their 

Weis cash register receipts, we have once again      

received a check from Weis.  The latest check was in 

the amount of $310.  There is a basket in the        

Narthex where these receipts may be place.     
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Trivia Answer:  Confirmation 

St. John Damascene (676 -749) 

was the son of the chief of the 

revenue department in the city 

of Damascus. Through his     

father, he received a classical 

and theological education and 

attempted to follow in his    

footsteps by serving in a      

government position. However, 

the Lord was calling him to a different life, and a 

few years later he resigned from his position and 

went to the Monastery of St. Sabas, where he 

wrote books and composed hymns along with his 

adopted brother, Cosmas.  

St. John Damascene is best known for his      

writings against the iconoclasts, who opposed 

the veneration of images; his treatise, Exposition 

of the Orthodox Faith, a summary of the Greek 

Fathers; and his work as a poet, one of the two 

greatest of the Eastern Church. His devotion to 

the Blessed Mother and his sermons on her feasts 

are well known. 

SAINT OF THE WEEK  

EXAMPLES OF OUR FAITH 

FEAST DAY  -  DECEMBER 4TH 

Reflect On This Sunday’s Gospel:  

Jesus is telling us to live in hope, not fear, for that 

final day we sit before Him. He wants us to be 

ready at all times to be prepared to one day join 

Him in His kingdom. Remember, Jesus is always 

near through all our struggles and through all our 

joys. He is also there through all our sins, hoping 

that we seek forgiveness. It is through prayer that 

we will find Him. It is through prayer that we will 

be ready for His return.  

Any human success requires vigilance. Opportunities 

and powerful moments of encounter can easily be 

missed when we are not attentive. It is all too easy 

today to live distracted and preoccupied lives. 

There is so much vying for our attention that it can 

be hard to be selective and really focus. Caught up 

in this whirlwind of busyness and anxiety, we      

become tired and almost sleepwalk through life.   

Advent is a time to selectively focus. These beautiful 

four short weeks are a time to look backward and 

forward and be attentive to the human journey and 

God’s revelation. From the beginning of time, God 

has been seeking our attention. He constantly      

reminds us of the justice he desires to bring and the 

promise of his abiding unconditional love. Under-

standing and growing in these truths requires    

alertness so that we can be strengthened in our faith 

and prepared for whatever will come. 

Winter Coats: There are a limited number 

of  winter coats in children's sizes       

available for those in need.   

Please contact Steve Glinane, 


