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 St. Ambrose shares some wisdom on our need to       

prepare the way and open the door for Christ. “You 

see that when the Word of God knocks hardest on 

your door, it is when his hair is wet with the dew of 

the night. In fact, he chooses to visit those who are in 

tribulation and trial, lest one of them be overwhelmed 

by distress. So, his head is covered with dew, with 

drops, when his body is laboring hard. It is important 

to keep watch so that when the Bridegroom comes, he 

is not shut out. If you are asleep and your heart is not 

keeping watch, he will go away without knocking; but 

if your heart is alert for his coming, he knocks and   

asks for the door to be opened to him.” When life gets 

overwhelming and difficult and we find ourselves    

feeling a bit downhearted and miserable, these words 

can bring great comfort. 

We sometimes choose to remain stuck in our             

uncomfortable darkness and being stuck becomes our 

norm. In this time of self-focus our hearts are closed to 

the graces and life God desires to give us. Wrapped in 

the robe of mourning and misery, we fail to see the 

mercy, justice, and love the Bridegroom wants to 

bring. If we take seriously the need to prepare the way 

for Christ and open our hearts in preparation for        

his visit, we can hear God’s gentle voice calling us   

deep within. It beckons us to seek out its source and 

discover the inner calm and peace that can prevail 

over the darkness of despair. Sometimes our darkness 

is so dark that it may seem unsurmountable. Trusting 

in the spiritual friends who journey with us, and  

God’s promise may bring a glimmer of light even when 

it is most difficult to keep our hearts’ doors open. 

Sometimes, the only light in the darkness is found in 

trusting the faith of others both past and present. 

We have to trust that God has already begun the     

accomplishment of good work in us and that humanity 

is on an incredible journey to something wonderful 

and awesome. God is not done. When we open the 

doors of our hearts, straighten the paths of our lives, 

and prepare the way, Jesus can come with God’s    

simple gifts of peace, grace, and joy. Life throws a 

great deal at us. It is easy to get tired and confused. 

We have to train our hearts to keep watch, discern 

what is of value, and forge ahead. Not allowing       

ourselves to become so weighed down by things and 

brought out of focus is a tremendous goal to achieve 

this Advent season. God is knocking. Answer the door. 

You will see and understand life in ways you never 

thought possible before. 

St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr, pray for us  

“Every valley shall be filled and every          

mountain and hill shall be made low. The   

winding roads shall be made straight, and       

the rough ways made smooth, and all flesh 

shall see the salvation of  God.”  ~Lk 3:5-6 
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Saturday: Ray and Nellie Paglione 

  by Ed and Roseann Nidweski 

Sunday 8:30 am:   For The Parishioners 

 10:30 am:   Patrick Grace by Judy Grace  

Monday:          Dominic Ciofi by the Devito Family 

Tuesday: Jacqueline Schoettle 

  by Claire Dembinski 

Tuesday:         Holy Day Vigil Mass at 7 pm 

Wednesday: John Hetherington b 

                         by Rusty Gravatt 

Thursday: Deacon Frank Gisoldi 

Saturday:  William H. Binns, Jr. 

  by Parents, Bill and Eileen 

Sunday 8:30 am: Ed, Helen & Stephen Nidweski 

                              by Ed and Roseann Nidweski 

             10:30 am: For The Parishioners 

              1:00 pm: Polish Mass  

Readings for the Week 

Saturday:  Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Mt 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8 

Sunday:     Bar 5:1-9; Phil 1:4-6, 8-11; Lk 3:1-6 

Monday:   Is 35:1-10; Is 35:4f; Lk 5:17-26 

Tuesday:   Is 40:1-11; Mt 18:12-14 

Wednesday:  Gn 3:9-15, 20; Lk 1:26-38 

Thursday:   Is 41:13-20; Mt 11:11-15 

Friday:        Is 48:17-19; Mt 11:16-19 

Saturday:    Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Mt 17:9a, 10-13 

Sunday:     Zep 3:14-18a; Is12:2-3, 4, 5-6; Lk 3:10-18  

 

Confessions are held on  

Saturdays in the church from 

3:00 to 3:45 pm.  
            Other times by appointment only. 

                  Sanctuary Light 

          In Memory of Ed, Helen  

             & Stephen Nidweski 

      by Ed and Roseann Nidweski 
         

                 Bread and Wine  

For Victims of Abortion 

 

                Altar Flowers         

      Available for your Intentions 
                 Call the Office 

Katie Scully  ~  Eileen Long - Geri Williams   

Mary DeWaters  ~  Marge McDonald   

  Charles Brunner  ~  Lillian Bellis   

  Miroslawa Trochimowicz  ~  John Scomillio 

Joan Aronowitz 

If you know someone in need of prayers  

and would like to have them added to this list,  

ST. MAX PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 

10 am to 1 pm 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

DAILY:  Monday thru Thursday @ 9:15 am 
(NO MASS ON FRIDAY) 

SATURDAY: 4 pm 
SUNDAY 8:30 & 10:30 am 

 Donations for November 21st were $ 5,507. 

Many Thanks to those who support our Parish. 

Wednesday, December 8th is the Feast of  

The Immaculate Conception,   

a Holyday of  Obligation.                             
The Solemnity of the Immaculate 

Conception is a Catholic feast            

celebrating Mary's conception      

without sin. Even though this feast 

day occurs in the liturgical season of Advent, which 

prepares for the birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Immaculate Conception refers to the conception of 

Mary in the womb of her mother, St. Anne.         

There will be a Vigil Mass on Tuesday @ 7 pm 
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Faith Formation Classes 

 

 

     The St. Maximilian Kolbe Scripture 
Study discussion group meets live on     
Zoom Wednesday mornings @10:30 am.  

New members are always welcome. For more           
information on how to join,  contact Judy in the parish 
office. We would love to “see” you.  

ONLINE SCRIPTURE STUDY 

St Max Little Rock Scripture Group 

Tuesdays at 10 am 
The group meets in the Church Hall.  We are currently  
Reading “Life Eternal”.  We have books and/or    
printed study materials available for you to follow.   
Contact Judy Grace, DRE at 570-646-6424 if you 
have any questions.  All are Welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

Living to  the  Max Youth Group  

 Meets  Every Wednesday at  6:30 pm  

Download the “Remind” app and search “Youth 

Group” so you can get updates about the group. 

Email: reesecup2018@gmail.com for more info. 

We Need Your Input  
Our parish intern, Lynn, is forming a team of 

adults who will meet over the next few months 
to discuss adult faith formation.  The focus will 
be on discerning what parishioners may need in    
order to live as disciples of Jesus to the fullest 
extent  possible and beginning to address those 
needs with a short study or discussion group to 
be offered this coming Spring. The hope is to 

gather input from a diverse group of parishioners 
– young  &older, male & female, and              

multi-racial/ethnic.  If you or someone you know 
of is interested in or has ideas regarding the faith 

formation needs of our adults, please contact 
Lynn at LRuezinsky@optonline.net or           

(908)251-4054.  Thank you! 

Ministry Volunteers: There is a table in the   

Narthex for all current ministry volunteers, as 

well as anyone who would like to volunteer.  It 

includes copies of the current schedule, a roster 

to help you find a sub when needed, and a     

sign-up sheet for anyone wishing to help as 

Usher, Altar Server, Eucharistic Minister or 

Lector. These sheets will be checked weekly. 

St. Maximilian Kolbe Bereavement Support 
Group Resumes Sessions December 8th  

Beginning Dec. 8th, the Bereavement Support 
group will meet downstairs in the parish hall on 
the second Wednesday of each month at 2 pm.  
Until further notice, all participants will be asked 
to wear masks and to observe social distancing in 
order to protect others in attendance who may be 
medically vulnerable.  
It is not necessary to be a member of St. Max     
Parish in order to attend this ecumenical group. 
The format is open and ongoing (not limited to a 
fixed number of sessions) and the content of the 
meeting is selected to address the needs of those 
present. Anyone who has experienced a loss due to 
death, divorce, or separation is encouraged to    
attend.  Through the use of audio, visual, and 
printed materials the group offers information 
about the stages of grief & the emotional, physical, 
mental, & spiritual effects that may be experienced 
by those who are grieving. A lending library     
contains materials that are helpful for children,  
adolescents, and adults. The compassionate      
presence of people who have journeyed through 
the bereavement process offer support for the  
newly bereaved and for those who may have      
delayed the process or who still need assistance.  
For more information, contact Lynnette at          
570-839-9346; text to 570-242-6165; or email her 
at tomlyn65@ptd.net. 

Grades 1st & 2nd, preparing for Sacraments of      

Reconciliation and First Communion,  meet in the 

Church Hall from 9:15 to 10:15 am.   

Grades 7th & 8th, for Confirmation, meet in the 

classrooms  from 9:15 to 10:15 am.  

Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6 have Virtual classes.  

Please contact Judy Grace in the Parish Office for 

any questions. 

mailto:LRuezinsky@optonline.net
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EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

Drive-Thru Christmas Dinner with Santa 

Reservations are 

being taken now.   

This event,  

sponsored by the 

Knights of          

Columbus in   

conjunction with                     

St. Max will be held on Sunday, Dec. 12th 

from 3 pm to 5 pm.  

Reservations are required. 

Sign-up sheet is in the Narthex, or you may 

call or email the Parish office. 

God’s Personal Assistants 

If you have ever planned a large-scale event,   

whether it’s a musical performance or a religious 

conference, you may have dealt with someone’s   

personal assistant. Possibly this person would be a 

representative of the keynote speaker or the master 

of ceremonies for the local bishop; perhaps it’s even 

the staffer of a local politician or the lackey of a well

-known musical act. 

Personal assistants are masters of stewardship — 

overseeing things in their boss’ absence. They      

prepare the way. This person’s job is to get every-

thing ready for the person in charge, so that when 

he or she shows up — whoever he or she is — it’s 

smooth sailing for them to do whatever it is they 

need to do: sing, speak, pray, mingle, what-have-

you. It’s usually a big job full of little things, a gig 

where attention to detail is key.  

God is the guest of honor in our life, the keynote 

speaker, the main event. And what He wants — 

what He needs — to do is to change our hearts.   

Constantly, over, and over, and over again.  

We are all His personal assistants in this endeavor. 

We need to prepare the way of the Lord, to make 

straight His paths. We need to make everything 

ready so that when He shows up — however He 

shows up, whether it’s in the form of a neighbor in 

need or a burning bush right in front of us —    

everything is ready for Him to do His job. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

“St. Max Cares”  

A Program of Service by and for the Parishioners of                           

St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish 

For the past six years, our Social Concerns Committee 

has sponsored a service program called “St. Max Cares.” 

This program is designed to support our fellow parish-

ioners who live alone.  How?  It begins with one caring 

person making a friendly daily phone call to another.  

The mission of “St. Max Cares” is to know that those 

members of our parish family who live alone are safe; and, 

as a result, bring some peace of mind to their families.   

We pray for you, we offer you the sign of God’s peace 

at Mass, now may we offer you a friendly phone call 

each day? 

If you or a loved one are interested in receiving this 

service, or if you wish to volunteer, please contact Jean 

Sockol at 727-542-2280.  Remember, the members of 

St. Max cares about you!  

Saint Joseph Sunday Missals 
The new Saint Joseph Sunday Missals are here.  

Each family is welcome to take a copy of the 

New Saint Joseph Sunday Missal on your way 

out of the church. Baskets will be at the exits or 

copies can be picked up from the Parish Office. 

CATHOLIC TRIVIA – JUST FOR FUN 
 

Question: How many sponsors are required  

                 for the Sacrament of Baptism? 

         (Answer is found on the last page of the bulletin). 

2022 CALENDARS 

BOLOCK FUNERAL HOME has one again 

provided our parish with calendars for the new 

 year.  These are located at the exits of the  

church—please take one as you .  

SECOND SUNDAY  OF ADVENT 

A voice of one crying out in the desert: “Prepare               

way of the lord, make straight his paths, every valley         

shall be filled and every mountain and hill shall                  

be made low.” ~Lk 3:4-5 
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SOCIAL CONCERNS BULLETIN  
& FLOCKNOTE ARTICLES 

Update on “Stop the Hate” Endeavors 
 

Since we were unable to coordinate neither an            

in-person or a virtual vigil in 2021, we tried        

throughout the month of October via Flocknote and  

the Youth Group Facebook page to offer materials to 

inform and inspire ideas and actions to help promote 

mutual respect, appreciation for diversity, and        

building communities of harmony and peace.  
 

The annual interfaith services each year have         

called for people of faith to come together to: 

~ Act non-violently as agents of healing in their      

communities. 

~ Stand up to hate violence directed at anyone. 

~ Speak out when people are attacked or discriminated 

against due to race, religion, sexual orientation,         

nationality, gender, or socio-economic status. 
 

Just as we have gone forth from the Stop the Hate   

Vigils each year with renewed resolve to help to build 

a world of tolerance and respect, justice and peace, let 

each of us prepare for our next Vigil by striving each 

day to treat others as we would like to be treated, 

building bridges of kindness, compassion, & dialogue. 

WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

ADVENT  MEDITATIONS  
ALL ARE WELCOME  

This Advent, don’t get caught up in the busyness. 
Don’t get lost in the anxiety of preparing for a day. 
Joyfully anticipate the coming of the person of   
Jesus through an encounter with his Most Blessed 
Mother.  The Rejoice! Advent Meditations with 
Mary Journal not only lets you walk beside Mary 
during the first Advent, but also lets you get to 
know her in a way you haven’t before. 
Each day, in a few short pages, Fr. Mark Toups 
provides you with a word, a reflection, a Psalm,     
a reading, and a prompt, all to help guide your 
prayer.  Everyone is welcome to join in the          
discussion group which meets in the parish hall 
Thursday afternoons (1:00pm-2:30pm) to discuss 
their prayer experiences for the week. These    
weekly meetings will continue through Advent and 
the last meeting date will be December 23rd.   

Please contact Lynn Ruezinsky at 
LRuezinsky@optonline.net or 908-251-4054.    

HAVE A BLESSED ADVENT! 

It’s easy to join  

our parish ! 

Go to: stmaxkolepoconos.org 

and click Join.  
Fill in your basic information & a member of our 

 parish staff will contact you.  

Or, call the parish office 570-646-6424  

for a registration form.  

Thanks to our members who save & turn in their 

Weis cash register receipts. We have once again      

received a check from Weis.  The latest check was in 

the amount of $310.  There is a basket in the        

Narthex where these receipts may be place.     

Question: 

With Christmas fast approaching, can you give me some practical tips to prepare myself and my family that will 

help us stay grounded in what this holiday is really about?  With all the commercialism, it’s easy to stray. 

Answer:   Happy times and events bring fond memories and a renewed sense of love and kinship with others. The 

anticipation is half the joy of the event itself. The coming of the Lord is that kind of event that people have been 

looking forward to for generations with fervent hope and desire. It gave them strength and courage as they waited 

for the coming of the Lord. 

We know that Christmas is rushed. Sales begin in August and carols blare long before the season begins. Everyone 

laments the commercial aspects of the season, but as Advent begins, do something to help you be more mindful of 

the Lord’s coming. Use an Advent wreath, or enthrone the Bible prominently, or read the readings from the Bible 

assigned to each day. Postpone the tree and decorations until closer to Christmas. Establish new family rituals, 

customs and prayers that help remind everyone that we are preparing to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Fasting,    

daily Mass, a special celebration of reconciliation, reaching out to those alienated from family or society, and      

visiting the homebound manifest the love of the Christ Child and the Holy Family. Resist the temptation to rush 

the season. In his own time and in his own way, God will come. Our task is simply to be watchful and ready. 
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Trivia Answer:  One 

SAINT OF THE WEEK  

EXAMPLES OF OUR FAITH 

Winter Coats:   There are a limited number 

of winter coats in children's sizes              

available for those in need.   

Please contact Steve Glinane, 570.977.4617    

Sometimes, especially when life gets overwhelming 

and difficult, we can find ourselves feeling a bit 

downhearted and miserable. Wallowing in this un-

comfortable darkness seems to be our norm and 

it’s difficult to see a way out of, or through, this 

experience. If we listen carefully enough, we will 

hear God’s voice calling out deep within, beckon-

ing us to seek out its source and discover the inner 

calm and peace that can prevail over the darkness 

of despair. Faith tells us that God has already be-

gun the creation of a good work in us and is with 

us, bringing it to completion, until Christ Jesus 

comes again. It is this light of God’s glory for 

which we are asked to pave the way and straighten 

the paths of our lives so that it can shine. With all 

that life can ask of us and bring to us, it is our task 

to constantly discern what is of value. So that we 

do not get so weighed down by things that we no 

longer see, or feel, God’s salvation.  

St. Nicholas | Feast Day December 6 

St. Nicholas of Bari (March 15, 

270 – December 6, 343), the  of 

Myra in the fourth century, is the 

saint that Santa Claus is modeled 

after. Known for his kindness and 

generosity to the poor, the story 

has it that St. Nicholas once 

tossed bags of gold through the 

open window of a poor man’s 

house to help his daughters avoid 

a life of prostitution.  

According to legend, the gold landed in stockings 

dangling on the corners of the beds, which is why 

many of us celebrate St. Nicholas Day by hanging 

stockings and filling them with candy, fruit, and 

small toys.  Not much else is known about this  

beloved saint, but regardless, his reputation as a 

generous man continues today. 

“Having received the gift of the Gospel of Life, 

we are the people of life and a people for life. It is 

our duty to proclaim the Gospel of Life to the 

world. To proclaim Jesus is to proclaim life itself. 

Gratitude and joy at the incomparable dignity of 

the human person impel us to bring the Gospel   

of life to the hearts of all people and make it    

penetrate every part of society.” 

 

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 

“The Gospel of Life: A Brief Summary” 

respectlife.org/gospel-of-life-summary  


