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St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr, pray for us  

He went down with them and came to         
Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and his 
mother kept all these things in her heart. And 
Jesus advanced in wisdom and age and favor 

before God and man. - Lk 2:51-52 

Families can be very difficult things to negotiate. 

This is true not only of our families of origin, the 

current family of which we are a part, the family of 

our Church, our society, and our global family as 

well. Everything human can be found in family  

stories. Those stories speak of wonderful life-giving 

successes as well as painful spirit-robbing abuses. 

Our greatest joys and our greatest wounds are    

usually connected with the experience of family. 

Our needs, experiences, and unresolved baggage 

often color what we bring to our familiar relation-

ships. They contribute to our level of defensiveness, 

how guarded and protected we become, and what 

prejudices we believe. 
 
In order to break the cycle of dysfunction we have 

to remember that it is not only by human effort 

that we negotiate the difficult and challenging 

events of our lives. There is a Divine Effort at work 

as well. For sure, the human effort can create quite 

a mess and easily destroy lives. This is true of any 

family with which we are associated. Today’s Feast 

of the Holy Family serves to help us understand 

that there is a Divine Story being told as well. It is 

a story of perseverance in the face of hardship,    

determination in the face of despair, healing when 

we see nothing but wounds, and light where there is 

darkness. 
 
Do we believe that God is always working, guiding, 

restoring, and leading? Unless we do, we will never 

be free from the imperfections and wounds that 

bind us and never be able to understand what it 

really means to forgive. Pope Francis tells us that 

the “light which comes from the Holy Family     

encourages us to offer human warmth to other   

families.” While this is most certainly true, we can 

only really begin to do this when we realize that we 

are still works in progress, not anchored to the 

wounds and sins of our past, and still a leading star 

in God’s continually unfolding story of love. The 

Holy Family persevered and radiated warmth     

because they knew they were not alone. 

We can too. 
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Saturday 10:30 am: Christmas Mass Intentions 

Sunday8:30am:  For The Parishioners 

           10:30am:  Christmas Mass Intentions 

Monday: Christmas Mass Intentions 

Tuesday: Christmas Mass Intentions 

Wednesday: Christmas Mass Intentions 

Thursday: Christmas Mass Intentions 

Saturday: Christmas Mass Intentions 

Sunday8:30am:  For The Parishioners 

           10:30am:  Joseph Benner 

                 by The Benner Family 

Readings for the Week 

Christmas Day:   Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18   

Sunday:         Sir 3:2-6, 12-; Col 3:12-21; Lk 2:41-52  

Monday: 1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8 

Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Mt 2:13-18 

Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35 

Thursday: 1 Jn 2:12-17; Lk 2:36-40 

Friday: 1 Jn 2:18-21; Jn 1:1-18 

Saturday: Nm 6:22-27; Lk 2:16-21  

Sunday: Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 

Confessions are held on  

Saturdays in the church from 

3:00 to 3:45 pm.  
            Other times by appointment only. 

                  Sanctuary Light 

      In Memory of Peggy Bostwick 

 

        Bread and Wine  

       For Victims of Abortion 

 

                  Altar Flowers         

        Available for your Intentions 
                 Call the Parish Office 

Katie Scully  ~  Eileen Long - Geri Williams   

Mary DeWaters  ~  Marge McDonald   

  Charles Brunner  ~  Lillian Bellis   

  Miroslawa Trochimowicz  ~  John Scomillio 

Joan Aronowitz ~ Christopher Mortensen 

If you know someone in need of prayers  

and would like to have them added to this list,  

please call the Parish Office. 

ST. MAX PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 

10 am to 1 pm 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

DAILY:  Monday thru Thursday @ 9:15 am 
(NO MASS ON FRIDAY) 

SATURDAY: 4 pm 
SUNDAY 8:30 & 10:30 am 

 Donations for December 12th were $ 5,972. 

Many Thanks to those who support our Parish. 
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Faith Formation Classes 

 

 

     The St. Maximilian Kolbe Scripture 
Study discussion group meets live on     
Zoom Wednesday mornings @10:30 am.  

New members are always welcome. For more           
information on how to join,  contact Judy in the parish 
office. We would love to “see” you.  

ONLINE SCRIPTURE STUDY 

 

 

 

 

 

Living to  the  Max Youth Group  

 Meets  Every Wednesday at  6:30 pm  

Download the “Remind” app and search “Youth 

Group” so you can get updates about the group. 

Email: reesecup2018@gmail.com for more info. 

We Need Your Input  
Our parish intern, Lynn, is forming a team of 

adults who will meet over the next few months 
to discuss adult faith formation.  The focus will 
be on discerning what parishioners may need in    
order to live as disciples of Jesus to the fullest 
extent possible and beginning to address those 
needs with a short study or discussion group to 
be offered this coming Spring. The hope is to 

gather input from a diverse group of parishioners 
– young  &older, male & female, and              

multi-racial/ethnic.  If you or someone you know 
of is interested in or has ideas regarding the faith 

formation needs of our adults, please contact 
Lynn at LRuezinsky@optonline.net or           

(908)251-4054.  Thank you! 

Ministry Volunteers: There is a table in the   

Narthex for all current ministry volunteers, as 

well as anyone who would like to volunteer.  It 

includes copies of the current schedule, a roster 

to help you find a sub when needed, and a     

sign-up sheet for anyone wishing to help as 

Usher, Altar Server, Eucharistic Minister or 

Lector. These sheets will be checked weekly. 

St. Maximilian Kolbe Bereavement Support 
Group Resumes Sessions  

Next meeting is January 12th  
 
The Bereavement Support group meets downstairs 
in the parish hall on the second Wednesday of 
each month at 2 pm.  Until further notice, all      
participants will be asked to wear masks and to       
observe social distancing in order to protect others in 
attendance who may be medically vulnerable.  
It is not necessary to be a member of St. Max     
Parish in order to attend this ecumenical group. 
The format is open and ongoing (not limited to a 
fixed number of sessions) and the content of the 
meeting is selected to address the needs of those 
present. Anyone who has experienced a loss due to 
death, divorce, or separation is encouraged to    
attend.  Through the use of audio, visual, and 
printed materials the group offers information 
about the stages of grief & the emotional, physical, 
mental, & spiritual effects that may be experienced 
by those who are grieving. A lending library     
contains materials that are helpful for children,  
adolescents, and adults. The compassionate      
presence of people who have journeyed through 
the bereavement process offer support for the  
newly bereaved and for those who may have      
delayed the process or who still need assistance.  
For more information, contact Lynnette at          
570-839-9346; text to 570-242-6165; or email her 
at tomlyn65@ptd.net. 

Grades 1st & 2nd, preparing for Sacraments of      

Reconciliation and First Communion,  meet in the 

Church Hall from 9:15 to 10:15 am.   

Grades 7th & 8th, for Confirmation, meet in the 

classrooms  from 9:15 to 10:15 am.  

Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6 have Virtual classes.  

Please contact Judy Grace in the Parish Office for 

any questions. 

St Max Little Rock Scripture Group 
The group will meet resume meeting on  

Tuesdays 10 am  on January 4th.    

 The new year will focus on reading “Life Eternal”. 

We have books and/or printed study materials        

available for you to follow. Contact Judy Grace, DRE 

at 570-646-6424. 

mailto:LRuezinsky@optonline.net


 

 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

All in the Family 

At first glance, we can often find the image of the 

Blessed Mother, St. Joseph and the Christ Child 

intimidating — who are we to aspire to that level 

of discipleship? How could we ever hope to        

conform ourselves to that mold? Sometimes, it can 

even be painful — perhaps we hail from a broken 

family or struggle with a broken relationship   

within our family, or perhaps we long to be a 

mother or a father ourselves and that state in life 

has eluded us.   

But the image of the Holy Family is, in reality,      

a beautiful invitation to us all, no matter our     

vocation or our state in life, and the example of 

Mary, Joseph and Jesus is rich with the symbolism 

of stewardship.  

You need not be a biological mother who has      

carried a child in her womb to be a mother in     

spirit. Who in your world needs you to love them 

with the heart of a mother? 

The same goes for fatherhood. The Church and the 

world are crying out for the courageous witness of 

Christian men like St. Joseph. Who can you love 

with the steadfast, selfless protection of a father? 

Who in your life needs you to love them with the 

faithful, unconditional love of a son? Who needs 

your gentle and constant love as a daughter?       

We are the Body of Christ, friends. Those of us  

rejoicing in heaven, those of us suffering in         

purgatory, and those of us struggling here on 

earth. We are the great family. Let us love each 

other well.             — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

CATHOLIC TRIVIA – JUST FOR FUN 

Question:   Who reads the first and second readings  

                       at Mass?  

     (Answer is found on the last page of the bulletin). 
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It’s easy to join our 

parish ! 

 

Go to: stmaxkolepoconos.org 

and click Join.  
Fill in your basic information & a 

member  of our 

 parish staff will contact you.  

Or, call the parish office 570-646-6424  

for a registration form.  

I AM THE NEW YEAR 

I am the New Year.  

I am an unspoiled page in your book of time. 

I am your next chance at the art of living. 

I am your opportunity to practice what you have 

   learned about life during the last twelve months. 

All that you sought and didn’t find is hidden in 

   me, waiting for you to search it but with more 

   determination. 

All that you dreamed but didn’t dare to do, all 

   that you hoped but did not will, all the faith  

   you claimed but did not have—these slumber 

   lightly, waiting to be awakened by the touch of a 

   strong purpose. 

I am your opportunity to renew your allegiance to 

   Him who said, “Behold, I make all things new.” 

                                       -Author Unknown   

The World Day of Peace is a feast day of the      

Catholic Church dedicated to universal peace, held 

on 1 January, the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 

God. Pope Paul VI established it in 1967, being 

inspired by the encyclical Pacem in Terris of     

Pope John XXIII and with reference to his own 

encyclical Populorum Progressio. The day was first 

observed on 1 January 1968. 

World Day of Peace often has been an occasion on 

which the Popes made magisterial declarations of 

social doctrine. Pope Paul VI and Pope John Paul 

II made important declarations on the Day in each 

year of their pontificates regarding the United      

Nations, human rights, women's rights, labor     

unions, economic development, the right to life, 

international diplomacy, peace in the Holy Land 

(Israel), globalization, and terrorism. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_peace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solemnity_of_Mary,_Mother_of_God
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solemnity_of_Mary,_Mother_of_God
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Paul_VI
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacem_in_Terris
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_John_XXIII
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Populorum_Progressio
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magisterium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_social_teaching
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Paul_VI
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_John_Paul_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_John_Paul_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women%27s_rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economic_development
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Right_to_life
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diplomacy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Land
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Globalization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terrorism
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SOCIAL CONCERNS BULLETIN  
& FLOCKNOTE ARTICLES 

Update on “Stop the Hate” Endeavors 
Since we were unable to coordinate neither an            
in-person or a virtual vigil in 2021, we tried        

throughout the month of October via Flocknote and  
the Youth Group Facebook page to offer materials to 
inform and inspire ideas and actions to help promote 

mutual respect, appreciation for diversity, and        
building communities of harmony and peace.  

 
The annual interfaith services each year have        
called for people of faith to come together to: 

 ~ Act non-violently as agents of healing                      
in their communities. 

~ Stand up to hate violence directed at anyone.  
~ Speak out when people are attacked or discriminated 

against due to race, religion, sexual orientation,       
nationality, gender, or socio-economic status. 

 
Just as we have gone forth from the Stop the Hate   

Vigils each year with renewed resolve to help to build 
a world of tolerance and respect, justice and peace, let 
each of us prepare for our next Vigil by striving each 

day to treat others as we would like to be treated, 
building bridges of kindness, compassion, & dialogue. 

WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

Question: I have been away from the Church for a few years and really want to get active again, not so 

much for me, but for my children. Is this a bad reason to come back to Church? 
 
Answer:  

If you are on your way to the supermarket, and you are forced to detour from your usual route because of 

road work, does the food you buy taste different? Is the meal less filling? Are the vegetables less tasty?    

Of course not. In our faith journey, there are many detours called sin. Some are greater than others, some 

are even a bit longer. But God's grace comes to us in ways we understand and recognize and need.        

Your children leading you back to the Church is not as important as the fact that you are back.  

This is an opportunity for you to renew, strengthen, and deepen your faith. Regardless of how we get      

to Church, or what draws us closer to God, the fact is we are there. Do what you need to do to get right 

with God and the Church. Go to confession, begin good family religious practices, and be involved in the 

ministries your parish offers. Be more than a lukewarm parishioner. Be the kind of Catholic you want 

your children to be. 

2022 CALENDARS 

BOLOCK FUNERAL HOME has once again 

provided our parish with calendars for the new 

 year.  These are located at the exits of the  

church—please take one as you leave.  

Saint Joseph Sunday Missals 

 

The new Saint Joseph Sunday Missals are 

here.  Each family is welcome to take a 

copy of  the New Saint Joseph Sunday 

Missal on your way out of  the church. 

Baskets will be at the exits or copies can 

be picked up from the Parish Office. 

 

Celebrate the Three Kings 

Sat., January 8, 2022  

from 3:00—5:30 pm 

St. Luke’s Parish Hall 

Corner of  Ninth and 

Main in Stroudsburg 

Music, Stories and Refreshments for Children 

Live Presentation of the Christmas Story 

in Spanish and English. 

Pre-register at: nepaflecha @gmail.com 

Visit Facebook page— “FLECHA Poconos” 
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Trivia Answer:   

The lector 

SAINT OF THE WEEK  

EXAMPLES  OF OUR FAITH  

Did you ever find yourself wishing that God would 

just step in and fix all that is wrong with the world? 

After all, how much longer can all of this go on? 

There is so much inequity in life. Our world’s       

political, economic, and environmental systems do 

not always serve the best interests of people. We 

read stories about injustice, disregard for human life, 

greed, heartache, and people being hurt and deprived 

every day. People are still starving and there is often 

little regard for human life. This is not the way God 

intended it to be. Realizing that we have caused most 

of these problems ourselves, we look to God for an 

answer and a way out of the difficulties we have   

created. Taking responsibility for our actions is not 

something that comes easily. What we fail to see is 

that God has already sent the answer in the person of 

Jesus Christ. God did fix our problem!  Mary had to 

set her needs aside in order for the Son of Justice to 

come into the world. We need to do the same. It is 

only by believing in, listening to, and acting upon 

what God has spoken that true peace will ever come 

to be, and God’s fix be made known.   ©LPi 

St. Stephen | Feast Day     

December 26 

The Acts of the Apostles tells 

the story of St. Stephen, the 

first Christian martyr. A 

man filled with grace and 

power, he worked great    

wonders among the people. 

Some Jews debated with     

St. Stephen but could not 

match his wisdom and      

spirit. Eventually, a charge 

of blasphemy was brought 

up against him, and the local population            

demanded that he be tried and sentenced. He    

was seized and carried before the Sanhedrin. 

Despite the danger he faced, in front of the      

Sanhedrin and his accusers, St. Stephen gave a 

long speech about the history of Israel and the 

blessings that God had given upon His chosen  

people. He talked about how Israel had become 

disobedient despite God’s abundant mercy. This 

enraged his accusers, and eventually the crowd 

dragged him out of the city and stoned him to 

death. 

Even in his final moments, St. Stephen displayed 

great forgiveness and even asked God not to hold 

the sins of his attackers against them. Hundreds of 

years after his death, he is still a role model for us 

to follow.     ©LPi 


