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St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr, pray for us  

God delights in you. How do you feel when       

you hear that? Delight usually comes with an   

exuberant flow of joy that seemingly arises from 

one’s toes with the expression of great glee.      

Reflecting upon the deep measure of joy God has 

in us can be a source of joy for ourselves. Delight 

is infectious. A very young brother and sister 

were playing on the beach when the all too       

familiar ice cream truck made its daily rounds. 

The boy shook with excitement and delight as he 

took his sister’s hand and exclaimed, “The ice 

cream man is here, isn’t it great!” As they ran off 

toward the truck, one could hear the girl reply, 

“Yeah, I can’t wait!” The experience of a child’s 

delight in something so simple as ice cream, lifts 

our spirits from our burdens and transports us to 

the lighter, more innocent side of life. 

Life is not meant to be a burden. Believe it or 

not, God actually wants us to be happy! In fact, 

the wedding feast at Cana shows us that God 

even puts His blessing on our happiness. It is 

okay to celebrate the wonder of ourselves and 

others. Life is good. It is always interesting to 

note that Jesus saves the good wine until last. 

You would think it would be the other way 

around. The superb quality of Jesus’ wine points 

to the superior quality of life we find in Christ.    

It is not a life of burdens but a life of wonder    

and delight! In Christ, we are lifted from the     

superficial and mundane to a life of purpose, 

hope, and love. 

God is with us through the long haul, through 

the challenges & sorrows as well as the successes 

and accomplishments. In spite of the fact that we 

often wander from the path, God’s celebratory 

delight in us remains. As spouses are asked to  

remain faithful to each other through whatever 

life brings, God remains faithful too. This      

promise remains through this life and into the 

next. All we have to do is take the advice of     

Jesus’ mother to heart when she says, “Listen to 

him.” This wisdom saves us from foolishly giving 

in to the illusion that we can make better wine 

than Jesus.       ©LPi 

 

There was a wedding at Cana in Galilee,    

and the mother of  Jesus was there.               

Jesus and his disciples were also invited         

to the wedding. When the wine ran short,      

the mother of  Jesus said to him,                    

“They have no wine.”    Jn 2:1-3 
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Saturday: John Slagle 

  by The Glinane Family 

Sunday 8:30 am:   Anna Szepletowski 

         by Colleen and Peter LaScala 

            10:30 am:   For The Parishioners 

Monday: Eugene Gartner and Daughter Denise 

  by Joan Gartner 

Tuesday: Marie DeVito 

  by Cookie Litwienski 

Wednesday: Catherine Coppola 

  by Stan and Carmela Werner 

Thursday: John Hussey 

  by Aline Lynch 

Saturday: Joan Carroll 

  by Gail & Al Huff 

Sunday 8:30 am:  For The Parishioners 

           10:30 am:   Halina Grochulski 

        by Ryszard Grochulski & Family 

Sunday: Is 62:1-5; 1 Cor 12:4-11; Jn 2:1-11  

Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23; Mk 2:18-22  

Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13; Mk 2:23-28  

Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51; Mk 3:1-6  

Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7; Mk 3:7-12  

Friday: 1 Sm 24:3-21; Mk 3:13-19  

Saturday: 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27;  

                         Mk 3:20-21 

Sunday: Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10;  

                        1 Cor 12:12-30; Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21  

Readings for the Week 

Confessions are held on  

Saturdays in the church from 

3:00 to 3:45 pm.  
            Other times by appointment only. 

                  Sanctuary Light 

      Available for your Intentions 
                 Call the Parish Office 

 

                   Bread and Wine  

       For Victims of Abortion 

 

                  Altar Flowers         

        Available for your Intentions 
                 Call the Parish Office 

Katie Scully  ~  Eileen Long - Geri Williams   

Mary DeWaters  ~  Marge McDonald   

  Charles Brunner  ~  Lillian Bellis   

  Miroslawa Trochimowicz  ~  John Scomillio 

Joan Aronowitz ~ Christopher Mortensen 

If you know someone in need of prayers  

and would like to have them added to this list,  

                            please call the Parish Office. 

ST. MAX PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 

10 am to 1 pm 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

DAILY:  9:15 am—Monday thru Thursday 
             (NO MASS ON FRIDAY) 

        SATURDAY:   4:00 pm 
        SUNDAY:         8:30 & 10:30 am 

 

Donations 

January 2nd…….$5,794. 

Many Thanks to All who continue to  

support our Parish. 
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Faith Formation Classes 

 

 

     The St. Maximilian Kolbe Scripture 
Study discussion group meets live on     
Zoom Wednesday mornings @10:30 am.  
New members are always welcome. For 

more information on how to join, contact Judy in the 
parish office. We would love to “see” you.  

ONLINE SCRIPTURE STUDY 

 

 

 

 

 

Living to  the  Max Youth Group  

 Meets  Every Wednesday at  6:30 pm  

Download the “Remind” app and search “Youth 

Group” so you can get updates about the group. 

Email: reesecup2018@gmail.com for more info. 

We Need Your Input  
Our parish intern, Lynn, is forming a team of 

adults who will meet over the next few months 
to discuss adult faith formation.  The focus will 
be on discerning what parishioners may need in    
order to live as disciples of Jesus to the fullest 
extent possible and beginning to address those 
needs with a short study or discussion group to 
be offered this coming Spring. The hope is to 

gather input from a diverse group of parishioners 
– young  &older, male & female, and              

multi-racial/ethnic.  If you or someone you know 
of is interested in or has ideas regarding the faith 

formation needs of our adults, please contact 
Lynn at LRuezinsky@optonline.net or           

(908)251-4054.  Thank you! 

Ministry Volunteers: There is a table in the   

Narthex for all current ministry volunteers, as 

well as anyone who would like to volunteer.  It 

includes copies of the current schedule, a roster 

to help you find a sub when needed, and a     

sign-up sheet for anyone wishing to help as 

Usher, Altar Server, Eucharistic Minister or 

Lector. These sheets will be checked weekly. 

St. Maximilian Kolbe Bereavement Support 
Group Resumes Sessions  

Next meeting is this Wednesday, February 9th  
 
The Bereavement Support group meets downstairs 
in the parish hall on the second Wednesday of 
each month at 2 pm.  Until further notice, all      
participants will be asked to wear masks and to       
observe social distancing in order to protect others in 
attendance who may be medically vulnerable.  
It is not necessary to be a member of St. Max     
Parish in order to attend this ecumenical group. 
The format is open and ongoing (not limited to a 
fixed number of sessions) and the content of the 
meeting is selected to address the needs of those 
present. Anyone who has experienced a loss due to 
death, divorce, or separation is encouraged to    
attend.  Through the use of audio, visual, and 
printed materials the group offers information 
about the stages of grief & the emotional, physical, 
mental, & spiritual effects that may be experienced 
by those who are grieving. A lending library     
contains materials that are helpful for children,  
adolescents, and adults. The compassionate      
presence of people who have journeyed through 
the bereavement process offer support for the  
newly bereaved and for those who may have      
delayed the process or who still need assistance.  
For more information, contact Lynnette at          
570-839-9346; text to 570-242-6165; or email her 
at tomlyn65@ptd.net. 

Grades 1st & 2nd, preparing for Sacraments of      

Reconciliation and First Communion,  meet in the 

Church Hall from 9:15 to 10:15 am.   

Grades 7th & 8th, for Confirmation, meet in the 

classrooms  from 9:15 to 10:15 am.  

Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6 have Virtual classes.  

Please contact Judy Grace in the Parish Office for 

any questions. 

St Max Little Rock Scripture Group 
The group meets Tuesdays at 10 am     

 The new year will focus on reading “Life Eternal”. 

We have books and/or printed study materials        

available for you to follow. Contact Judy Grace, DRE 

at 570-646-6424. 

mailto:LRuezinsky@optonline.net


 

 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

It Takes All Kinds  
 

“If every flower wanted to be a rose,” wrote        

St. Therese of Lisieux, “spring would lose its    

loveliness.” 

Who is God asking you to be today? There is an 

obvious answer that springs to mind right out of 

the gate. God wants me to be a good person         

(a good father, a good husband) today; today, 

God wants me to be a saint. 

But this answer fails to get to the heart of the 

question. We are all striving today to serve the 

same Spirit, but we are given different gifts to do 

so. The one who has the gift of knowledge may fail 

if today he decides he wants to be a healer. The 

one who has the gift of “varieties of tongues” 

might falter in the expression of wisdom. 

Think about the wedding at Cana and the players 

in the scene: the servers, the guests, the bride and 

groom. They all have a unique role to play, and 

though it is to the servers that Mary gives the  

instruction, “Do whatever he tells you,” her words 

apply to all. 

Today, are we called to be the servers — do we 

wait on God’s instruction and carry it out, no 

matter how foolish or impossible it may seem to 

our human ears? Are we asked to be the disciples, 

to bear witness to a miracle and to give our        

testimony? Are we called to imitate the Blessed 

Mother herself and give encouragement to follow 

God’s word? 

Let us examine our gifts and listen in the silence 

of our hearts to the direction of the Spirit. Then 

and only then, let us do whatever He tells us. 

                                   — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr, pray for us  

CATHOLIC TRIVIA – JUST FOR FUN 

Question:  What are the seven gifts of the  

                   Holy Spirit?   
  (Answer is found on the last page of the bulletin). 

Stay Connected to God. 
 

Check this out….morningoffering.com 

This website offers free daily devotional email            

including wisdom from the saints, classic books on 

Catholic spirituality, Daily Mass readings, a homily 

on the Gospel, monthly devotions and more. 

Relationships are hard to clarify. Determining     

whether people in our lives are simply acquaintances 

and associates or a deeper level of friend is a journey 

that takes time. Identifying and celebrating those  

people who really care about us is a lifelong           

adventure that involves both moments of intense   

elation and heartache. Some relationships are more 

easily definable than others. Two people who are in 

love must decide whether the love they share has     

the freedom and depth necessary for lifelong        

commitments. Other relationships may look like 

friendship but may harbor grave dysfunction and   

toxicity. Discernment is needed on all fronts. Our  

relationship with God also needs definition and     

discernment. God has taken creation as His spouse 

and human beings as His children. God delights in us 

and all that He has made. The wedding feast at      

Cana demonstrates God’s investment in all of this, 

especially our happiness. Life is a time for celebration 

and great rejoicing!  

 

Quotes from “Footprints” by Margaret Fishback Powers 

If our faith were greater 

our deeds would be larger. 

 

 

  If  you believe, you will receive  

  whatever you ask for in prayer. 

               ~Matthew 21:22 
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WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

Faithful Departed 
Question: 
How can we pray for the dead throughout the year? 
Answer: 
We commemorate the faithful departed on November 2nd each year. However, we can and should continue to 
pray for the dead. Our growth in Christian perfection takes a long time. At the time of our death, many of us 
might not be saints yet. But God, in His mercy, allows for those who love Him to experience purification after 
death. Our word for that state is Purgatory. It’s the antechamber of heaven, so to speak. We know we’re       
getting in the house, but we’re not quite ready to go all the way in. There’s rain to shake off our coats and dirt 
that’s clogging our shoes.  
Here on earth, we can pray for the souls in Purgatory. One way is to request that your parish offer a Mass for 
the intention of a specific loved one. We can also remember the departed in our daily prayers. Just as we have 
special intentions for family and friends here on earth, we can pray for those who have died. It’s also a good 
act of Christian charity to pray for the forgotten, those who have no one else to pray for them. God knows who 

they are!     ©LPi 

Vigil Mass For Life 

Thursday, January 20, 2022    -    6:00 pm 

St. Maria Goretti Church, Laflin 

Celebrant: Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera,  

Bishop of Scranton 

Join us in prayer on the eve of the 48th annual March for Life 

for a greater respect of all human life, from conception to       

natural death, and every moment in between. 

We invite you to bring a new pack of diapers to be donated to 

Shepherd’s Maternity House and  St. Joseph’s Center Baby    

and Children’s Pantry. 

For more information visit dioceseofscranton.org 

JANUARY 17TH  

The over 60 million abortions since the 1973 decisions of                 

Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton reflect with heartbreaking              

magnitude what Pope Francis means by a “throwaway culture.” 

However, we have great trust in God’s providence. We are             

reminded time and again in Scripture to seek the Lord’s help,         

and as people of faith, we believe that our prayers are heard. 

The General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM), no. 373,    

designates January 22 as a particular day of prayer and penance, 

called the "Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn       

Children”: “In all the Dioceses of the United States of America,   

January 22 (or January 23, when January 22 falls on a Sunday)  

shall be observed as a particular day of prayer for the full              

restoration of the legal guarantee of the right to life and of             

penance for violations to the dignity of the human person             

committed through acts of abortion.”     

 

As individuals, we are called to observe this day through the         

penitential practices of prayer, fasting and/or giving alms. 

https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/index.cfm
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Trivia Answer:      Fortitude, wisdom,  

                understanding, counsel, knowledge,  

 piety, and fear of the Lord.  

SAINT OF THE WEEK  

EXAMPLES  OF OUR FAITH  
It’s easy to join  

our parish ! 

  Go to:  

                stmaxkolepoconos.org 

and click Join.  
Fill in your basic information & a member  of our 

parish staff will contact you.  Or, call the parish 

office 570-646-6424 for a registration form to be 

mailed to you.  

St. Sebastian  

Feast Day– Thursday, January 20 

Not much is known about the 

life of St. Sebastian (256 – 287), 

except that he was a Roman 

martyr whose name has been 

mentioned throughout history 

since early 350.  

We see St. Sebastian many times 

in art, especially from iconic 

paintings from Guido Reni,     

Andrea Mantegna and Hendrick 

ter Brugghen. Historical scholars 

now agree that a  spiritual story 

has the  beloved saint entering 

the  Roman army because only 

there could he assist Christian martyrs without arousing  

suspicion on himself. Eventually he was found out, 

brought before Emperor Diocletian and delivered to 

Mauritanian archers to be shot to death. Pierced with 

arrows, he was left for dead, but managed to survive. 

He recovered from his wounds but still refused to leave. 

One day, St. Sebastian took up a position near where 

the emperor was to pass. He confronted the emperor, 

condemning him for his cruelty to Christians. This time 

the sentence of death was carried out, and St. Sebastian 

was beaten to death with clubs. Today he is the patron 

saint of athletes.     ©LPi 

                               
Word of Life….  

“There is such a wide spectrum of issues       
involving the protection of human life and the 

promotion of human dignity. Good people      
frequently disagree on which problems to       

address, which policies to adopt and how best   
to apply them. But for citizens and elected      

officials alike, the basic principle is simple:  
We must begin with a commitment never to           
intentionally kill, or collude in the killing, of 

any innocent human life, no matter how broken, 
unformed, disabled or desperate that life may 

seem. In other words, the choice of certain ways 
of acting is always and radically incompati-

ble with the love of God and the dignity of the 
human person created in His image.”  
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
“Living the Gospel of Life” © 1998 USCCB.  

Saint Joseph Sunday Missals 
The new Saint Joseph Sunday Missals are still 

available.  Each family is welcome to take a copy 

of the New Saint Joseph Sunday Missal on your 

way out of the church. Baskets will be at the   

exits or copies can be picked up from the Parish 


