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St. Maximilian Kolbe 

Parish Staff 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  

 

 
 

 

January 30, 2022 
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Year C 

He said to them, “Today this Scripture passage        

is fulfilled in your hearing.” And all spoke highly     

of him and were amazed at the gracious words that 

came  from his mouth. They also asked, “Isn’t         

this the son of Joseph?”  ~Lk 4:21-22 

St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr, pray for us  
 

 

St. Oscar Romero (1917-1980) was a “Salvadoran 

Roman Catholic archbishop who was a vocal critic 

of the violent activities of government armed      

forces, right-wing groups, and leftist guerrillas    

involved in El Salvador’s civil conflict 

(Encyclopedia Britannica).” As a voice of the 

voiceless, he was an outspoken champion of the 

poor who were the ones most affected by the civil 

unrest and violence. His advocacy provoked several 

attempts on his life. Nonetheless, St. Oscar Romero 

was convinced that before all else his faith in the 

resurrected Christ and the values of the Gospel 

trumped any earthly concern or worry. He walked 

with complete confidence and trust. On March 24, 

1980, St. Oscar Romero was assassinated while   

celebrating Mass. Such is often the fate of those 

who challenge the socio-political agendas of the 

day. 

We may look at the example of witness of St. Oscar 

Romero as something extraordinary. In one sense it 

is. Through the power of God, an ordinary human 

being did extraordinary things. But, in and of         

himself, St. Oscar Romero was simply a humble, 

loving servant of God. Oscar knew not only the 

power of love but the risk that comes when loving 

unconditionally. The beauty of God’s message was 

able to shine in and through him because he was 

able to step out of the way and be a vessel. One can 

assume that for St. Oscar Romero, one’s earthly life 

has no merit when faith, integrity, conviction, zeal 

and love are jettisoned. Fear and apprehension had 

no grip on this man who not only saw but spoke 

the truth. 

Do we speak the truth? It makes us feel good to 

speak of God as love. But have we ever considered 

the ramifications of this radical message? There are 

assaults on human life occurring daily. More and 

more the value and worth of a human being is    

being reduced and minimalized. We are becoming 

widgets in the production of life. In our whole sim-

ple humble ways, we too are called to be prophets. 

Knowing who you are and what is within your 

means to do, how can you make God’s love real, 

stand up for what is right, and give witness to the 

sacredness of all that is around you?   ©LPi 



St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr, pray for us  

Saturday: Ken Miller 

  by The Family 

Sunday 8:30 am:   For The Parishioners 

 10:30 am:  Deacon Frank Gisoldi 

         by Mary Howe 

Monday: Marie DeVito 

  by Marge McDonald 

Tuesday: Anne Marie Alcamo  

  by The Parish Staff 

Wednesday: Joan Carroll 

  by Gail and Al Huff 

Thursday: Dan and Irene Farrell 

  by The Family 

Saturday: John Slagle 

  by Sister Susan Brown 

Sunday 8:30 am:   Mary Claire Jordan 

         by Joe and Mariette Naughton  

             10:30 am:  For The Parishioners  

1:00 pm Polish Mass:  Tadeusz & Stanislaw Domanski  

                                         by Mr & Mrs. Robert Domanski 

Sunday: Jer 1:4-5, 17-19; 1 Cor 12:31- 13:13;  

                         Lk 4:21-30 

Monday: 2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13; Mk 5:1-20  

Tuesday: 2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30—19:3; 

                         Mk 5:21-43  

Wednesday: Mal 3:1-4; Heb 2:14-18; Lk 2:22-40   

Thursday: 1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12; Mk 6:7-13 

Friday: Sir 47:2-11; Mk 6:14-29 

Saturday: 1 Kgs 3:4-13; Mk 6:30-34  

Sunday: Is 6:1-2a, 3-8; 1 Cor 15:1-11; Lk 5:1-11  

Readings for the Week 

Confessions are held on  

Saturdays in the church from 

3:00 to 3:45 pm.  
      Other times by appointment only. 

               Sanctuary Light 

 In Memory of Deacon Frank Gisoldi 

 

       Bread and Wine  

                    For Victims of Abortion 

 

                  Altar Flowers         

In Memory of Deacon Frank Gisoldi 

Katie Scully  ~  Eileen Long - Geri Williams   

Mary DeWaters  ~  Charles Brunner   

Lillian Bellis ~   Miroslawa Trochimowicz  

John Scomillio 

Joan Aronowitz ~ Christopher Mortensen 

If you know someone in need of prayers  

and would like to have them added to this list,  

                            please call the Parish Office. 

ST. MAX PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 

10 am to 1 pm 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

DAILY:  9:15 am—Monday thru Thursday 
             (NO MASS ON FRIDAY) 

         SATURDAY:   4:00 pm 
         SUNDAY:         8:30 & 10:30 am 

 

Donations 

January 16th…….$ 3,992. 

Many Thanks to All who continue to  

support our Parish. 
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Faith Formation Classes 

 

 

     The St. Maximilian Kolbe Scripture 
Study discussion group meets live on     
Zoom Wednesday mornings @10:30 am.  
New members are always welcome. For 

more information on how to join, contact Judy in the 
parish office. We would love to “see” you.  

ONLINE SCRIPTURE STUDY 

 

 

 

 

 

Living to  the  Max Youth Group  

 Meets  Every Wednesday at  6:30 pm  

Download the “Remind” app and search “Youth 

Group” so you can get updates about the group. 

Email: reesecup2018@gmail.com for more info. 

We Need Your Input  
Our parish intern, Lynn, is forming a team of 

adults who will meet over the next few months 
to discuss adult faith formation.  The focus will 
be on discerning what parishioners may need in    
order to live as disciples of Jesus to the fullest 
extent possible and beginning to address those 
needs with a short study or discussion group to 
be offered this coming Spring. The hope is to 

gather input from a diverse group of parishioners 
– young  &older, male & female, and              

multi-racial/ethnic.  If you or someone you know 
of is interested in or has ideas regarding the faith 

formation needs of our adults, please contact 
Lynn at LRuezinsky@optonline.net or           

(908)251-4054.  Thank you! 

Ministry Volunteers: There is a table in the   

Narthex for all current ministry volunteers, as 

well as anyone who would like to volunteer.  It 

includes copies of the current schedule, a roster 

to help you find a sub when needed, and a     

sign-up sheet for anyone wishing to help as 

Usher, Altar Server, Eucharistic Minister or 

Lector. These sheets will be checked weekly. 

St. Maximilian Kolbe Bereavement Support 
Group Resumes Sessions  

Next meeting is Wednesday, February 9th  
 
The Bereavement Support group meets downstairs 
in the parish hall on the second Wednesday of 
each month at 2 pm.  Until further notice, all      
participants will be asked to wear masks and to       
observe social distancing in order to protect others in 
attendance who may be medically vulnerable.  
It is not necessary to be a member of St. Max     
Parish in order to attend this ecumenical group. 
The format is open and ongoing (not limited to a 
fixed number of sessions) and the content of the 
meeting is selected to address the needs of those 
present. Anyone who has experienced a loss due to 
death, divorce, or separation is encouraged to    
attend.  Through the use of audio, visual, and 
printed materials the group offers information 
about the stages of grief & the emotional, physical, 
mental, & spiritual effects that may be experienced 
by those who are grieving. A lending library     
contains materials that are helpful for children,  
adolescents, and adults. The compassionate      
presence of people who have journeyed through 
the bereavement process offer support for the  
newly bereaved and for those who may have      
delayed the process or who still need assistance.  
For more information, contact Lynnette at          
570-839-9346; text to 570-242-6165; or email her 
at tomlyn65@ptd.net. 

Grades 1st & 2nd, preparing for Sacraments of      

Reconciliation and First Communion,  meet in the 

Church Hall from 9:15 to 10:15 am.   

Grades 7th & 8th, for Confirmation, meet in the 

classrooms  from 9:15 to 10:15 am.  

Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6 have Virtual classes.  

Please contact Judy Grace in the Parish Office for 

any questions. 

St Max Little Rock Scripture Group 
The group meets Tuesdays at 10 am     

 The new year will focus on reading “Life Eternal”. 

We have books and/or printed study materials        

available for you to follow. Contact Judy Grace, DRE 

at 570-646-6424. 

mailto:LRuezinsky@optonline.net


 

 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
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CATHOLIC TRIVIA – JUST FOR FUN 

         

Question:  Who are the three Biblical archangels?  
 

Stay Connected to God. 

Check this out….morningoffering.com 

This website offers free daily devotional email            

including wisdom from the saints, classic books on 

Catholic spirituality, Daily Mass readings, a homily 

on the Gospel, monthly devotions and more. 

Quotes from “Footprints” by Margaret Fishback Powers 

All God’s testing's have a purpose,           

someday you will see the light.                   

But for now just put your trust in him;     

walk by faith, not by sight. 

 

 

  How lovely is your dwelling               

place,  O Lord Almighty! 

Psalm 8:4-1 

 

 

 

“PLANNING WITH HOPE” 

Mark your calendar for our 2nd  

Wednesday, February 9th 6:30 pm 

Murph’s Hideaway 

Rt. 940, Pocono Lake   
Adults only - Young and Old are invited. 

Members - Old and New are invited.  

Get together for drinks, (cash bar), appetizers 

and fellowship. 

First Corinthians and the Stewardship 

 of Social Media 

“Love is patient, love is kind …” As familiar as 

these words are, they never seem to stray into the 

territory of becoming trite or silly. At their core 

they communicate a truth about us and about our 

Creator that never fails to inspire.  

But despite the fact that you’ve probably heard it 

at many weddings over time, First Corinthians  

isn’t just for newlyweds. It wasn’t written for   

married folks. It’s for every single one of us, in 

every state of life and every social situation, in 

every country and culture and language across the 

globe. Which means that First Corinthians is even 

for the online world. It’s for Facebook and Twitter 

and Instagram and all the other platforms I’m for-

getting (there seems to be a new one every day, 

doesn’t there?). 

A sense of division — whether rooted in politics, 

culture or anything else — is growing in our world, 

and it’s never more obvious than when we observe 

interactions online. It is far easier, after all, to   

remember what love is when a human being of 

flesh and blood stands before us. When all we see    

is an avatar or a profile picture on a screen —     

especially accompanied by an opinion with which 

we vehemently disagree — even the most loving 

Christians can throw First Corinthians out the 

window. 

As everyday stewards we know that we are 

charged to be not only gracious but grateful. We 

receive others but we also give thanks for what 

they bring to us — even if that’s an opportunity to 

“strive eagerly for the greatest spiritual gifts.” 

So before the next time you post anything online, 

I suggest giving First Corinthians a read — and 

remember, love never fails. — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

2022 Saint Joseph Sunday Missals 
The new Saint Joseph Sunday Missals are still 

available.  Each family is welcome to take a copy 

of the New Saint Joseph Sunday Missal on your 

way out of the church. Baskets will be at the exits 

or copies can be picked up in the Office. 
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WHY DO WE DO THAT?  

 CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

 

 

Prophets possess an intimate knowledge of God 

and act on their experience of God. Prophetic    

messages usually challenge the status quo and 

draw us up and out of ourselves, focusing us on the 

bigger picture. We often think of ourselves and our 

own needs first. When we listen to someone speak, 

we judge the merit of the message by its degree      

of usefulness. If the message or vision contains      

no personal benefit or profit but a call to stretch 

and grow, we can become indignant. Prophets are 

usually the ones whose message challenges us and 

calls us to see things differently and love more    

perfectly and deeply. God is love.  

When listening to St. Paul speak about love we 

witness the unfolding of this type of unconditional, 

other centered, self-sacrificial perfect God. It is an 

invitation to life, freedom, and happiness that      

can be offered to us only by God. Jesus, who is     

God and Love incarnate, calls us to this richer     

expression of love. Are we ready to listen and be 

challenged and stretched? 

Q: AS A CATHOLIC, MAY I BE CREMATED?  

Answer:   Yes. In May, 1963, the Vatican lifted the        

prohibition forbidding Catholics to choose cremation. 

The Vatican announced that Catholics may be        

cremated but should not have their ashes scattered 

at sea or kept in urns at home. 

According to guidelines from the Vatican’s doctrinal    

office, cremated remains should be kept in a “sacred 

place”. Ashes should not be divided up between   

family members, “nor may they be preserved in      

mementos, pieces of jewelry or other objects.” 

The Vatican’s guidelines say: Catholicism teaches 

that all people will be resurrected – both body and 

soul – at the end of days. Cremation does not 

“prevent God, in his omnipotence, from raising up 

the deceased body to new life,” the Vatican says, but 

it does raise the possibility that the deceased’s body, 

which the church believes is sacred, will not be 

properly respected by ancestors and relatives. 

“By burying the bodies of the faithful, the Church        

confirms her faith in the resurrection of the body, 

and intends to show the great dignity of the human 

body as an integral part of the human person whose 

body forms part of their identity.”  

The Vatican makes clear, however, that there are 

valid sanitary, economic and social reasons for       

cremation. But burial, the church says, is the best 

way to demonstrate “esteem” for the deceased, and 

cremains can only be kept at home with special     

permission from a bishop. 

DIOCESE ANNOUNCEMENT 

On December 21, 2021, Pope Francis          

appointed the Reverend Jeffrey J. Walsh, 

Pastor of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

and Saint Rose of Lima Parish, Carbondale, 

as the Sixth Bishop of the Diocese of        

Gaylord, Michigan. 

As Bishop-elect Walsh prepares for his     

Episcopal Ordination and Installation as 

Bishop of Gaylord on March 4, 2022, parish-

ioners and friends of the Bishop-elect are    

invited to attend a Mass of Thanksgiving and 

Sending Forth in gratitude for his ministry of 

service to the People of God in the Church of 

Scranton.  The Mass will be held on Tuesday, 

February 15, 2022 at 12:10 p.m. in Saint    

Peter’s Cathedral.  It will also be televised 

live on Catholic Television of the Diocese of 

Scranton. 

Notre Dame High School -Our regular admission    

process includes both an interview and an entrance 

exam. Financial aid is available through FACTS.  

Call (570)-421-0466 to set up a tour of our campus 

and learn more, or FAX a completed application 

to  (570) 476-0629, and someone from our office will 

contact you.  

Notre Dame Elementary School 

For more information call 570-421-3651.  If you are 

interested in admissions for the 2022-2023 go to the 

registration link on the website:  ndelementary.org  
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Trivia Answer 
Michael, Raphael, and Gabriel  

SAINT OF THE WEEK  

EXAMPLES  OF OUR FAITH  

It’s easy to join  

our parish ! 

            Go to:                 

stmaxkolepoconos.org 

                        and click Join.  
Fill in your basic information & a member  of our 

parish staff will contact you.  Or, call the parish 

office @ 570-646-6424 for a registration form to 

be mailed to you.  

St. Blaise | February 3 

You may be familiar with the 

annual “blessing of throats” 

that many parishes in the 

United States use to          

commemorate the beloved 

bishop and martyr. St. Blaise 

lived in the fourth century in 

Turkey and Armenia. Due to 

religious persecution, he was 

forced to flee and hide in a 

cave in the back country in 

order to save his life.  

History has it that one day a 

group of hunters stumbled upon where St. Blaise 

was living. They found the bishop kneeling in   

prayer, surrounded by wolves, lions and bears that 

he had tamed. The legend has it that as the hunters 

dragged Blaise off to prison, a mother came with 

her young son who had a fish bone lodged in his 

throat. At Blaise’s command, the child was able to 

cough up the bone and thus lived. 

Today we remember the saint on his feast day by 

taking two candles, crossing them against the 

throat, and saying the following prayer: 

Through the intercession of St. Blaise, bishop and 

martyr, may God deliver you from ailments of the 

throat and from every other evil. In the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.   

                               
Word of Life….  

“Walk with each other. Do not 

be afraid to embrace God’s gift of 

life. Whatever storms or trials we 

face, we are not alone. He is with 

us. ‘Behold, I am with you       

always, until the end of the age’ (Mt 28:20).”  

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 

Respect Life Reflection: Be Not Afraid 

(respectlife.org/be-not-afraid)  

Last week’s bulletin included an insert entitled 

“PLANNING WITH HOPE”,  We are hopeful that 

the many events that are listed can be held with      

the help of our parish family….YOU. 

If there is an event that you are interested                  

in please call the parish office.   

Take that first step  - Call 570-646-6424. 

http://www.respectlife.org/be-not-afraid

