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St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr, pray for us   

  Sometimes, Jesus’ teachings don’t seem to make 

practical sense. When we hear things like love your 

enemies and do good to them, turn the other cheek 

when struck, give to anyone who asks, do to others 

as you would have them do to you, be merciful, 

stop judging, forgive, and give to others, we get a 

bit unsettled. After all, it’s okay for God to do all of 

these things, but does He really want us to do 

them, too? Many good-hearted Christians really 

draw the line with some of these ideals and say, 

“No way!” They even remark that if someone       

did something hurtful to someone they loved,    

they would have no reservations seeking severe   

retribution. There is still this persistent thinking, 

even among those who consider themselves      

Christian, that a violent action deserves a violent 

response. Somehow, we continue to justify this. 
 
Yet, it is most clearly against the very grain of the 

Gospel. Part of our difficulty has more to do with 

understanding God’s love. We wrongly think that 

sinful or hurtful actions and evil people somehow 

are seen as lesser in God’s eyes. They are not. God 

loves the sinner as much as He does the saint. And, 

both of these inclinations exist in every human    

being, even those who consider themselves holy. 

Both the capacity for good and the disposition   

toward evil exist in every one of us. Viktor Frankl 

has this to say when reflecting on the Holocaust: 

“Our generation is a realistic generation because we 

have learned what a human being really is. When 

all is said and done, man is that same creature who 

invented the gas-chambers of Auschwitz; but he is 

also that being who walked upright into those 

chambers with the prayer ‘Shema Yisrael’ on his 

lips.” 
 
If we believe in God, we have to act like God. 

Whether we like that idea is another issue. If we 

don’t then perhaps, we need to reconsider our faith 

and whether we really believe in Jesus Christ.     

We are made in the image of God, not the image of 

ourselves. The Christian must, at all costs, leave 

resentment and the need for retaliation behind, lose 

defensiveness and bring into the mind and heart 

the realization of who we represent in this world. 

“But rather, love your enemies and do   

good to them, and lend expecting   

nothing back; then your reward will     

be great and you will be children of   

the Most High, for he himself  is kind  

to the ungrateful and the wicked.        

Be merciful,  just as your Father is 

merciful.”         ~Lk 6:35-36 
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Saturday:   Jean Carbone 

        by Lynn Ruezinsky 

Sunday 8:30 am: Marge McDonald 

                by Alberta Scalia 

        10:30 am:   For The Parishioners 

Monday:    Bernadette Hughes 

        by The Hughes Family 

Tuesday:   Kristen Feeney 

        by Jim and Peggy Shea 

Wednesday: Anne Marie Alcamo 

        by Nat Alcamo 

Thursday:  Ronald Peterson 

        by Carol Litwienski 

Saturday:   James “Jimmy” Trombetta 

        by The Fitzhugh Family 

Sunday  8:30 am: Marie DeVito 

                    by JoAnn and Maurice Berger 

     10:30 am:  For The Parishioners 

Sunday:     1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23;  

          1 Cor 15:45-49; Lk 6:27-38  

Monday:      Jas 3:13-18; Mk 9:14-29 

Tuesday:       1 Pt 5:1-4; Mt 16:13-19 

Wednesday: Jas 4:13-17; Mk 9:38-40 

Thursday:    Jas 5:1-6; Mk 9:41-50 

Friday:        Jas 5:9-12; Mk 10:1-12  

Saturday:    Jas 5:13-20; Mk 10:13-16 

Sunday:       Sir 27:4-7; 1 Cor 15:54-58; Lk 6:39-45 

Readings for the Week 

Confessions are held on  

Saturdays in the church from 

3:00 to 3:45 pm.  
      Other times by appointment only. 

                Sanctuary Light 

     In Memory of Peggy Bostwick 

 

       Bread and Wine  

       For Victims of Abortion 

 

                  Altar Flowers         

      Available for your intention 

                

Please call the office to offer intentions. 

Katie Scully  ~  Eileen Long    

Mary DeWaters  ~  Charles Brunner   

Lillian Bellis ~   Miroslawa Trochimowicz  

John Scomillio ~ Ed Sohayda 

Joan Aronowitz ~ Christopher Mortensen 

If you know someone in need of prayers  

and would like to have them added to this list,  

                            please call the Parish Office. 

ST. MAX PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 

10 am to 1 pm 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

DAILY:  9:15 am—Monday thru Thursday 
             (NO MASS ON FRIDAY) 

         SATURDAY:   4:00 pm 
         SUNDAY:         8:30 & 10:30 am 

Donations 

February 6th…….$ 6,003. 

Many Thanks to All who continue to  

support our Parish. 
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Faith Formation Classes 

 

 

 The St. Maximilian Kolbe Scripture Study discussion 

group meets live on Zoom Wednesday mornings 

@10:30 am.  New members are always welcome. For 

more information on how to join, contact Judy in the 

parish office. We would love to “see” you.  

ONLINE SCRIPTURE STUDY 

 

 

 

 

Living to  the  Max Youth Group  

 Meets  Every Wednesday at  6:30 pm  

Download the “Remind” app and search “Youth 

Group” so you can get updates about the group. 

Email: reesecup2018@gmail.com for more info. 

St. Maximilian Kolbe  
Parish Bereavement Support Group  

Meets the Second Wednesday of Each 
Month at 2 P.M.  

The Monthly Meeting of the Bereavement Support 
Group is held downstairs in the Parish Hall on the 
second Wednesday of each month at 2 pm.  Until 
further notice, all participants will continue to wear 
masks and to observe social distancing in    order to 
protect others in attendance who may be medically 
vulnerable.  
It is not necessary to be a member of St. Maximilian 

Kolbe Parish in order to attend this ecumenical group. 

The format is open and ongoing (not limited to a fixed 

number of sessions) and the content of the meeting is 

selected to address the needs of those present. Anyone 

who has experienced a loss due to death, divorce, or 

separation is encouraged to attend. Through the use of 

audio, visual, and printed materials the group offers 

information about the stages of grief  & the emotional, 

physical, mental, and spiritual effects that may be   

experienced by those who are grieving. A lending   

library contains materials that are helpful for children, 

adolescents, and adults. The compassionate presence 

of people who have journeyed through the bereave-

ment process offer support for the newly bereaved and 

for those who may have delayed the process or who 

still need assistance.  For directions or more infor-

mation, please call Lynnette at 839-9346 or 570-242-

6165, or email her at tomlyn65@ptd.net. 

Grades 1st & 2nd, preparing for Sacraments of      

Reconciliation and First Communion,  meet in the 

Church Hall from 9:15 to 10:15 am.   

Grades 7th & 8th, for Confirmation, meet in the 

classrooms  from 9:15 to 10:15 am.  

Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6 have Virtual classes.  

Please contact Judy Grace in the Parish Office for 

any questions. 

In person Scripture Sharing is     
postponed until Spring.   

Restart date will be announced. 

Facebook Live Online Mass Option:   Saturday,  4 

p.m. mass will be live streamed. To access the 

Masses live on Facebook, go to Facebook.com and 

in the search engine, type “St. Maximilian Kolbe 

Parish, Pocono Pines, PA.”  

Coming to St. Max’s for Lent! 

 
Alpha is a great opportunity to meet new people    
and explore faith together in an open, informal        
environment.  This Lent at St. Max’s, we’ll offer      
opportunities to view video clips or videos (you 

choose which length) when and where you want.  
We’ll also offer a number of opportunities – day and 

night, in-person and virtual – to talk with parishioners 
about what you’re thinking and to hear what others 

have to say.  Give up just a little bit of your time      
and gain so much in return!   

For more information or to sign up, please visit 
https://stmaxkolbepoconos.org/alpha-lenten-series-1.   

We hope you’ll join us!   

https://stmaxkolbepoconos.org/faith-formation
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CATHOLIC TRIVIA – JUST FOR FUN 
         
Question:    True or False: Unmarried permanent 

                    deacons must remain celibate.    
            (Answer is found on the last page of the bulletin). 

 

ANNOUNCING AN INTER-GENERATIONAL 
FAITH FORMATION FESTIVAL 

Calling all adults and children - 
join your fellow parishioners for a 
fun-filled festival in preparation for 

Lent. 

We will enjoy Pizza, fellowship 
and fun activities as we plan to 

follow the  “Road to the Resurrection”.  

The Festival will be on Friday, February 25th 

We will begin eating our Pizza at 4:30 – come 
when you can. Activities will begin around 5:30. 

Sign-ups are required so we know how much 
pizza and supplies to have on hand. 

You can sign-up on Flocknote,                          
in the office or in the Narthex. 

Please Support our 2022 Social Concerns 
Lenten Take-Out Dinners on  

March 4th, March 18th, and April 1st  
 For many years, the Social Concerns Committee has 
held three dinners during the Lenten season;         
proceeds have helped to fund our many outreach  
endeavors.  The committee is actively involved in 
programs benefiting our parish and the surrounding 
community.  We have served the community at large 
by supporting the following agencies with our time, 
talent and treasure: Family Promise of Monroe 
County, Shepherd’s Maternity House, Pregnancy 
Resource Center of the Poconos, Nurse Family   
Partnership, Women’s Resources of Monroe County, 
Meals on Wheels, & TOMEC Food Pantry.  We also 
have provided holiday gifts for parish families in 
need and have hosted in the parish hall several free 
Community dinners each year; these dinners warmly 
welcome all.   
While the pandemic made it necessary to suspend all 
dinners for the past two years, we have decided to 
try a different format for the sole fundraiser of the 
Social Concerns Committee this year.  In our effort 
to keep patrons and staff safe during the pandemic, 
we regret that we cannot offer our usual               
multi-choice, multi-course buffets of the past., but it 
is our sincere hope that meals can return to their 
former extensive format in the near future!  
This will be a drive-thru event.  No need to leave 
your car! For each Friday event, your take-out meal 
will include one entrée selection, salad, bread, and a 
homemade dessert. You will have a choice between 
2 different entrées at every Take-out Dinner. The 
entrée options will change for each dinner! (For our 
first dinner on March 3rd, you may select Stuffed 
Shells OR Vegetable Penne.) The cost of each din-
ner is $10.  
Order forms will be available after Masses, in the 
Parish Office & on the Parish Website. Complete the 
order form and seal it in an envelope along with cash 
or check made payable to St. Maximilian Kolbe. 
(Please write “Lenten dinner” on memo line.)  Drop 
envelope in the offering basket, leave it in the parish 
office or hand it to a committee member. Members 
will be available after all Masses on February 20th 
and 27th (the last day to reserve your meal).   
Please help us plan by PRE-ORDERING & PRE-

PAYING for your meal(s)! Unable to pre-order? 

Stop by and we will fill your order – while supplies 

last. Please Note: If WE cancel a meal, your       

payment will be returned.  If YOU fail to pick up 

your meal(s), your pre-payment will be considered 

a donation to the committee.   

The 2021-2023 Synod on Synodality  
Pope Francis is calling for the 2021-2023 

Synod on Synodality and inviting the 

Church to gather and to listen to each 

and every Catholic to find the Church’s 

path forward at this time in our history. 

Tuesday, March 22nd There will be two 

In-person listening sessions in the parish 

hall. Sign-up for either afternoon 3-4 pm or evening 

6:30 to 8 pm. Contact our parish intern, Lynn, at 

lruezinsky@optonline.net or 908-251-4054. This is a 

moment for the voice of God’s people to be heard to 

give voice to the direction of the Church and an op-

portunity for this ancient and tested model to find 

relevance in light of today’s challenges and opportu-

nities.   

Those unable to attend an in-person session or 

would prefer to participate in the synod through on 

online survey can access the survey at https://

www.dioceseofscranton.org/synod-on-synodality/. 

The Holy Father seeks to hear every voice.  Please 

prayerfully consider participating either in person or 

online.  Thank you! 
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“Essentials Collection”  

for Family Promise of Monroe County  

NEXT WEEKEND - February 26th and 27th  

Our St. Max Social Concerns Committee is holding 
their Winter Essentials Collection for Family Prom-
ise of Monroe County. Family Promise helps local      
communities coordinate their compassion to address 
the root causes of family homelessness. They address 
the issue holistically, providing prevention services 
before families reach crisis, shelter & case manage-
ment when they become homeless, and stabilization 
programs once they have secured housing to ensure 
they remain independent. They tap existing local  
resources to empower families towards economic 
stability. Families come to Family Promise in crisis; 
the organization helps them rebuild their lives with 
new skills and ongoing support. Because of your 
continuing generosity, St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish 
Family has been able to put into practice the        
Corporal Works of Mercy in service to those in need, 
and we are deeply grateful for your assistance.  
                  REQUESTED ITEMS ARE: 

Household Items: NEW Pillows (Child and Adult     
sizes), Pillow Cases (New or Gently Used), Kitchen 
Trash Bags with ties, Cheese Grater, Measuring       
Cup & Spoons, Sponges, Scrub Brushes, Brillo Pads, 
Dish  Detergent, Paper Towels, Napkins, Paper Cups, 
Toilet Paper, Laundry Detergent, Kitchen/Bathroom     
Cleansers 
Health & Personal Care Products: Shampoo &    
Conditioner (Adult & Child), Hairspray, Hairdryer, 
Combs & Hair Brushes, Toothpaste, Bars of Soap,   
Liquid Soap, Razors (Men & Women), Deodorant 
(Men & Women), Feminine Products, Tissues,       
Sunscreen, Pain Medication (Tylenol, Motrin, Advil), 
Bath Towels, Wash Cloths, Bath Mats 

Collection containers will be located near the exits 
to receive your donations.   

It’s easy to join  

our parish ! 

            Go to:   

                           stmaxkolepoconos.org 

                               and click Join.  
Fill in your basic information & a member  of our        

parish staff will contact you.  Or, call the parish 

office @ 570-646-6424 for a registration form to 

be mailed to you.  

Parish Pastoral  Counci l  Elect ion  

To Be Held This  Spr ing  

As you may know, our parish is guided by a Parish 

Pastoral Council, which serves as a consultative 

body who assist the pastor with parish planning.  

The Council is commissioned, through prayer, 

study and discussion, to discern and make visible 

the guidance of the Holy Spirit in fulfilling the  

mission of our parish and diocese.  Our Parish     

Pastoral Council is currently made up 5 ex-officio 

members (parish clergy and pastoral staff) and four 

members at large.  A widely accepted best practice 

is to limit the terms of the members at large,       

allowing new members to serve and thereby       

promoting the introduction of new ideas and     

opinions into the Council’s work.  In accordance 

with that practice, the terms of our current Council 

members at large will end later this year and the 

parish will be holding an election this Spring to  

determine who will serve as members at large for 

the next few years. 

As a first step in this process, parishioners will be 

invited to nominate persons who they believe have 

the essential characteristics of a Council member.  

All nominees must be baptized, practicing         

Catholics, at least 18 years old, registered members 

of the parish, and participants in the parish       

worship life, especially Mass and the sacraments.  

Nomination forms will be distributed through the 

parish bulletin and Flocknote.  Anyone who will 

not be able to access nomination forms in this way 

and would like to submit a nomination is asked to 

contact the parish office. 

Following the nomination process, each parishioner 

who accepts his/her nomination will submit a brief 

biographical sketch and statement of parish vision, 

which will be shared with parishioners.  Finally, 

each adult registered with the parish will receive a 

ballot on which they will be asked to indicate his or 

her first choice, second choice, etc. to serve on our 

Parish Pastoral Council.  The nominees receiving 

the highest rankings will become our newly elected 

Council members. 

Please give prayerful consideration to those who 

you believe would serve the parish well on the     

Parish Pastoral Council.  Questions or concerns  

regarding this process may be directed to our parish 

intern, Lynn, at LRuezinsky@optonline.net. 
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Trivia Answer  :    True 

EXAMPLES OF OUR FAITH  

SAINT OF THE WEEK 

St. Polycarp of Smyrna - February 23 
As a disciple of St. John, the       
Evangelist, St. Polycarp was able to 
hear about Jesus’ life, death, and          
resurrection directly from those who 
witnessed it. Because Polycarp was 
ordained as Bishop of Smyrna by      
St. John, he is one of three chief   
Apostolic Fathers, along with    
Clement of Rome and Ignatius of  
Antioch. 
During his life Polycarp   defended 
the Church against heresies. His   
important  writing, the Letter to the   
Philippians, quoted the Gospels and 
Acts of the Apostles, stressing 
Paul’s authority in the Church and 
setting out clear arguments against 

the gnostic heresy that denied Christ’s divinity. 
The early period of the Church was a dangerous time  
to be a Christian and like many, St. Polycarp was    
martyred. He was captured by Romans and sentenced to 
burn at the stake. However, the fire did not touch him, 
instead rising up like sails around him. Seeing that the 
flames would not injure Polycarp,  the Romans stabbed 
him instead. The Martyrdom of Polycarp is perhaps the 
earliest fully preserved account of a Christian martyr. lpi  

Ministry Volunteers: There is a table in the Narthex 
for all current ministry volunteers, as well as anyone 
who would like to volunteer.  It includes copies of the 
current schedule, a roster to help you find a sub when 
needed, and a sign-up sheet for anyone wishing to help 
as Usher, Altar Server, Eucharistic Minister or Lector. 
These sheets will be checked weekly. 

Big Brothers & Big Sisters - there are numerous boys and 
girls in Monroe County looking for a mentor in our      
program.  Most are 8,9,10 years old and some have been 
on the waiting list for over a year.  Please consider       
becoming a "Big" to one of these kids.  It will have a    
significant and positive impact on the child and is an    
extremely rewarding experience for the adult.  We ask for 
a one year commitment and 1-3 hours per week. Visit our 
website at bbbsnepa.org or contact our Tobyhanna       
office @ 570-421-2877 ext. 3407 for more information 
on the program.  

“Love your enemies and do good to them.” We have such 
a hard time with this teaching! But it doesn’t end there. 
Jesus continues with turning the other cheek when struck, 
giving to everyone who asks, doing to others as you would 
have them do to you, being merciful, stopping our         
judgment of others, forgiving, and giving. We are okay 
when God does these things but get a little anxious when 
we realize that God really wants us to do them too! Secular 
justice and Gospel justice are definitely not the same. We 
need to remember that we are made in the image of God, 
not the image of ourselves. The Christian is called to act 
like Christ even in those situations where a more assertive 
or defensive response may seem more justifiable. In order 
to live up to this call we have to leave our resentment and 
need for retaliation behind, lose our defensiveness and 
bring into our mind and heart the realization of who we 
represent in this world. We are not here to satisfy or      
promote our own well-being and agenda. We are here for 
God’s. That’s a hard nut to crack especially when it comes 
to loving and forgiving people who do hurtful and violent 
things. 

http://bbbsnepa.org

