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St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr, pray for us  

 Deserts can be lonely, isolated, and treacherous 

places. When a person wanders in a desert, they 

can easily get disoriented, dehydrated, confused, 

lost, and vulnerable. Temptation is at its peak,   

especially when confronted with something that 

may offer some respite or relief, even a mirage.    

Deserts can bring us to our weakest moment and 

tempt our faith. The Christian journey can be     

described as a desert experience as we vacillate 

back and forth, falling victim to the mirages of our 

lives versus the true, life-giving water offered by 

God. We need a burning bush experience in our 

lives that convinces us of the power of God and   

reveals Him as the “I am” of all existence. 

Moses was leading his flock across the desert when 

he found himself at Mount Horeb. Mountains give 

us a fuller perspective of life, a panoramic view      

of what would otherwise be hidden from the       

limitations of our sight. That’s when Moses met 

God. We have to find our way to a mountain      

experience where our vantage point can take on a 

wider view of life. Many things can do this for us: 

the birth of a child, the death of someone we love, 

the joy that comes from marveling at the beauty of 

God’s work, the pondering of life’s mysteries, and 

the ache of longing found deep within our souls. 

There are many things in life that can wake us up, 

give us a clearer, better view of things and become 

occasions where a bush may burn and God’s      

presence as the eternal uncreated One is revealed. 

God is very patient and gives us the time and space 

we need to figure things out and bear some good 

fruit. He doesn’t rush to cut us down or get        

frustrated with our barrenness. But we have to   

remember that the desert journeys of our lives 

come with some risks. The major risk is that we 

will mistakenly believe that the mirages are real. 

Thus, we fall victim to thinking that the respite 

and refreshment we seek is discovered in a place 

other than where it actually is. Our faith and the 

life of the Church are the safeguards we need to 

keep us properly orientated so that we don’t get 

lost or confused and stay on course.   ©LPi 
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Saturday:   Frank and Irene Saluppo 

    by Irene and Neil 

Sunday 8:30 am:  For The Parishioners 

           10:30 am:  Eugene Gartner and Daughter 

        Denise by Joan Gartner 

Monday: Anne Marie Alcamo 

  by Nat Alcamo 

Tuesday: Marie DeVito 

  by Pat Baker 

Wednesday: Lori Ford Noone 

  by Joe and Mariette Naughton 

Thursday: Val Tarasenko 

  by Robert and Suzanne Wasik 

Saturday: Gloria Glinane 

  by Eddie and Linda Colon 

Sunday8:30 am:  Jean Carbone 

       by The Cornerstone Sisters 

          10:30 am:   For The Parishioners 

 

 

(Daily mass at 9:15 unless otherwise noted) 

Sunday:       Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15; 1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12; 

                    Lk 13:1-9 

Monday:    2 Kgs 5:1-15ab; Lk 4:24-30  

Tuesday:    Dn 3:25, 34-43; Mt 18:21-35  

Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9; Mt 5:17-19  

Thursday:   Jer 7:23-28; Lk 11:14-23  

Friday:        Is 7:10-14; 8:10; Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-38  

Saturday:    Hos 6:1-6; Lk 18:9-14  

Sunday:      Jos 5:9a, 10-12; 2 Cor 5:17-21;  

                    Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 

Readings for the Week 

Confessions are held on  

Saturdays in the church from 

3:00 to 3:45 pm.  
      

Also during Lent Fr. Sean 

will be available for           

confessions                                              

on Mondays from            

9:45 am-10:15 am.  

 Other times by appointment only. 

                Sanctuary Light 

     In Memory of Peggy Bostwick 

 

       Bread and Wine  

       For Victims of Abortion 

 

                  Altar Flowers         

        Not available during Lent 

Katie Scully  ~  Eileen Long    

Mary DeWaters  ~  Charles Brunner   

Lillian Bellis ~   Miroslawa Trochimowicz  

John Scomillio ~ Ed Sohayda 

Joan Aronowitz ~ Christopher Mortensen 

If you know someone in need of prayers  

and would like to have them added to this list,  

                            please call the Parish Office. 

ST. MAX PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 

10 am to 1 pm 

Donations 

March 6th……. $6,496.  

Many Thanks to All who continue to  

support our Parish. 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

are held every Wednesday in Lent  

following the 9:15 am Mass and                 

in the evening at 7:00 pm 
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Faith Formation Classes 
Grades 1st & 2nd, preparing for Sacraments of      

Reconciliation and First Communion,  meet in the 

Church Hall from 9:15 to 10:15 am.   

Grades 7th & 8th, for Confirmation, meet in the 

classrooms  from 9:15 to 10:15 am.  

Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6 have Virtual classes.  

Please contact Judy Grace in the Parish Office for 

any questions. 

 

 ONLINE SCRIPTURE STUDY  

The St. Maximilian Kolbe Scripture Study discussion 

group meets live on Zoom Wednesday mornings 

@10:30 am.  New members are always welcome. For 

more information on how to join, contact Judy in the 

parish office. We would love to “see” you.  

 

 

 

Living to  the  Max Youth Group  

 Meets  Every Wednesday at  6:30 pm  

Download the “Remind” app and search “Youth 

Group” so you can get updates about the group. 

Email: reesecup2018@gmail.com for more info. 

St. Maximilian Kolbe  
Parish Bereavement Support Group  

The Monthly Meeting of the Bereavement Support 
Group is held downstairs in the Parish Hall on the 
second Wednesday of each month at 2 pm.  It is not 
necessary to be a member of St. Maximilian Kolbe 
Parish in order to attend this ecumenical group.        
The format is open and ongoing. Anyone who has   
experienced a loss due to death, divorce, or separation 
is encouraged to attend. For directions or more          
information, please call Lynnette at 839-9346 or       
570-242-6165, or email her at tomlyn65@ptd.net. 

In person Scripture Sharing 
Spring is around the corner and the weather will be 

getting warmer.  Getting out will be much more 

pleasant.  With that in mind, we would like to 

bring back the Scripture Sharing group, meeting 

here at the Church.  The group would meet at 10:00 

A.M. on Tuesdays.  We are hoping to begin on 

Tuesday, April 26th.  If you would like to            

participate in this group, learning about, and       

discussing sacred Scripture, please contact the    

Parish office by Thursday, April 21st.         

Facebook Live Online Mass Option:  Saturday,  4 p.m. 

mass will be live streamed. To access, go to                 

Facebook.com and in the search engine, type              

“St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish, Pocono Pines, PA.”  

At St. Max for Lent ~ Alpha  
An opportunity to meet new people and 

explore faith together in an open,           
informal environment.  

In as little as 5 minutes a week you can bring meaning 
and joy to your life and lives of those you love. 
~Watch short clips at a time and place that is          

convenient for you. ~Optional opportunities to talk 
with parishioners about what you’re thinking and to 
hear what others have to say. ~Videos are relatable 

and address questions about hope, purpose, meaning, 
and love, in light of the Christian faith. 

For more information or to sign up, please visit 
https://stmaxkolbepoconos.org/alpha-lenten-

series-1.      We hope you’ll join us!   

Easter Candy Fundraiser 
JoAnn and Maurice Berger once again 
are holding a candy fundraiser for our 
parish and will be accepting candy/
chocolate orders. This year, rather than 
selling at the church as they did in the 

past, you can place an order by calling JoAnn      
directly at 570.643.4169.  She will go over pricing 
at that time. 

THURSDAY EVENINGS 

Eucharistic Adoration and Rosary  
in the church on Thursdays during 
Lent at 6:30 pm 
 
Art N Soul Workshops are being 
held  and will continue on the 2nd 
and 4th Thursdays following Adoration and Rosary.    
Come down to the parish hall for fun & fellowship.  
There is no cost to attend but donations will be   
accepted. Go to the St. Max Facebook page or the 
website for additional information on this and other 
events at our parish. 

https://stmaxkolbepoconos.org/faith-formation
https://stmaxkolbepoconos.org/faith-formation
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CATHOLIC TRIVIA – JUST FOR FUN 
         
Question: What is the name for the marks of the 
       wounds on the feet and hands that resemble the  
       crucifixion of Christ? 
 
          (Answer on the last page of this bulletin) 

Final Lenten Dinner—April 1st 
St. Max Social Concerns Committee   
Updates, Changes, & Improvements 

 ~ Same Low Price/More Variety 
Our remaining Dinner at St. Maximilian Kolbe      

Parish will continue with the take out format, but we 

have made some changes to offer more variety and 

flexibility.  Since we are unable to host “eat-in” 

meals, we will offer a fabulous carryout selection; 

we are hoping that our faithful patrons will continue 

to support our sole effort to raise funds for our     

community outreach. The Updated Take Out        

Format will offer a portion of soup, salad, bread and 

dessert, as well as an opportunity to fill a provided 

take-out container with items from the entrée table.  

Selections feature a buffet style offering of delicious 

pasta dishes, including Baked Shells, Haluski,       

Lasagna, Macaroni & Cheese, & Vegetable Penne. 

All menu items will be available while supplies last. 

Enjoy a delicious array of meatless food for just 

$10. You do not need to pre-order; just stop by Our 

Lady of the Lake Hall at St. Maximilian Kolbe      

Parish between 4 and 6:30 pm to fill the provided 

containers for an enjoyable at-home dinner. 

Our endeavors cannot be SUCCESSFUL without 

“U”! COME TO THE PARISH HALL ON MAR-

APRIL 1ST BETWEEN 4 & 6:30 PM!! Pick up a 

container of soup, salad, and bread for each order 

and complete each meal with your choices from 

the selection of entrées and your choice of dessert. 

Thanks for helping us to continue our ministry of 

helping those in need.                    

The 2021-2023  

Synod on Synodality  

Pope Francis is calling for the 2021-2023 
Synod on Synodality and inviting the 
Church to gather and to listen to each 

and every Catholic to find the Church’s path forward 
at this time in our history. Tuesday, March 22nd 
There will be two In-person listening sessions in 
the parish hall. Sign-up for either afternoon 3-4:30 
pm or evening 6:30 to 8 pm. Contact our parish in-
tern, Lynn, at lruezinsky@optonline.net or 908-251-
4054. This is a moment for the voice of God’s people 
to be heard to give voice to the direction of the 
Church and an opportunity for this ancient and tested 
model to find relevance in light of today’s challenges 
and     opportunities.  Thank you! 

Meals for Family Promise Continue … 
The Social Concerns Committee offers a heart-felt thank 
you to our extremely dedicated and generous parishioners 
and friends who for the past 18 months has prepared and 
donated evening meals and supplies for our homeless 
neighbors with children sheltered by Family Promise.  
From their first cry for help on August 5, 2020, St. Max 
parishioners and friends eagerly volunteered to prepare 
meals.  We started by preparing all evening meals for 6-8 
people to now preparing 4 meals each week for 30!       
Despite the pandemic and all the problems it caused, the 
call was answered with enthusiasm & extreme generosity.  
With only an occasional break to regroup, meal prepara-
tion has been steady and meals are tasty and filling.  In a 
recent email to our meals coordinator, Enid Logan, Family 
Promise Director wrote, “First, let me thank you and all 
your volunteers for the delicious meals that have come our 
way. Our families are so appreciative and many compli-
ments to the chefs!!”  Enid continues, “While the numbers 
of [pandemic] cases continue to recede, our shelter num-
bers are increasing. As you know, we’re able to keep four 
families here at our day center and we are hoteling the 
overflow. We’ve seen a surge in requests for shelter in the 
past two months with properties being sold, renovated and 
turned into B&Bs, leaving families homeless. The invento-
ry [of affordable housing] in Monroe County, like so many 
areas in the country, is extremely low so shelter stays are 
stretching from 2 months to 3 – more than a month more 
than of a year ago. And we’re moving families out of 
Monroe County into nearby Lackawanna County due to 
affordable inventory there. All this to say, I don’t know 
what the next few months will look like – we hope for the 
best but plan for seeing the same numbers as we’ve seen.”   
St. Max cooks will continue our meal preparation through 
March, take a short break and begin again in May. As long 
as there is a need we will strive to fulfill it!  If you wish to 
help, please contact Mary Miraglia at marymira@ptd.net 
or 570-234-6646 (text or call). We ask God to bless our 
dedicated volunteers! They will know we are Christians 
by our love. 

“To celebrate the Gospel of life means to        

celebrate the God of life, the God who gives 

life… In every child which is born and in every 

person who lives or dies we see the image of 

God’s glory. We celebrate this glory in every 

human being, a sign of the living God, an icon 

of Jesus Christ”     (The Gospel of Life 84). 

mailto:marymira@ptd.net
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It’s easy to join  

our parish ! 

               Go to:  

                     stmaxkolbepoconos.org 
Click on Join and fill in your basic information & a 

member of our parish staff will contact you.  Or, call 
the parish office @ 570-646-6424 for a registration 

form to be mailed to you.  

Stoking the Lenten Fire 
I think we all can acknowledge that there’s a certain 
fatigue that comes over us all as we near the end of 
the Lenten season. Next week is Laetare Sunday, 
and I find that as soon as those pink vestments start 
coming out of storage, our collective motivation  
begins to wane.  
I get that. Maybe you’re fatigued — I am, too.    
Maybe you’re doing well in your resolutions and 
devotions but you’re in danger of coasting. Or   
maybe, like many of us this year or in past years, 
you don’t feel that you have even really begun your 
Lenten journey. 
Either way, chances are that the fire that was in your 
belly on Ash Wednesday is burning a bit low. All 
fires eventually do, once they consume whatever 
fuels them. So here we would do well to remember 
what fuels our Lenten fire. 
Sometimes we make resolutions that have the      
appearance of being spiritual, but also have an  
earthly motive. We give up chocolate hoping to    
lose weight. We stop gossiping so our friends may 
like us more. There is nothing wrong with these  
sacrifices — just with their motivations.  
As Moses removes his sandals to approach the   
burning bush, he sees that the fire burns brightly, 
strongly — but does not consume. It is propelled by 
something inexhaustible, something which is not of 
this world. 
Is your Lenten fire fueled by God? Are you daily 
surrendering yourself to the same voice that boomed 
from the bush in Genesis — the voice that           
commanded the Israelites to do what seemed like the 
impossible?— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

Pastoral Council Nominations 

As a next step in the Pastoral Council election process 

that has been communicated over the past few weeks, 
all parishioners are now invited to nominate persons 
who they believe have the essential characteristics        

of a Council member.  Nominees must be baptized, 
practicing Catholics, at least 18 years old, registered 
members of the parish, and participants in the parish 

worship life, especially Mass and the sacraments.      
The parish is best served by Council members who 
have caring opinions and ideas and are committed to 

fostering the life and mission of the Church and to   
collaborating to promote the good of the whole parish.  
Please give prayerful consideration to those who you 
believe would serve the parish well on the Parish    

Pastoral Council and nominate them by completing 
and submitting the nomination form found in this     
bulletin or through Flocknote.  Completed            

nomination forms must be received by the parish 

office by Sunday, March 27th.  Questions may be 

directed to our parish intern, Lynn, at 
LRuezinsky@optonline.net or (908) 251-4054.   

Annunciation of  Our Lord 

Friday, March 25th 
The Solemnity of the Annunciation celebrates          
the coming of the Angel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary 
to announce to her the special mission God had      
chosen for her in being the mother of His only son. 
We are continually reminded of the importance       
of this feast to our salvation in various devotional 
prayers. Two examples that highlight the importance 
of this feast are the joyous mysteries of the Rosary 
and the Angelus. 

mailto:LRuezinsky@optonline.net
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Trivia Answer :   

Stigmata 

EXAMPLES OF OUR FAITH  

SAINT OF THE WEEK 

 

God clearly reveals his identity as “I am who am.” God, 

who is really beyond all names, is the One who simply 

“is” as the ground of all being. This ever-existing, un-

created, and all-encompassing presence of unconditional 

God, who is Love, is very patient as he waits for us to 

grow and change. God is so near to us that it is easy to 

miss his presence. As true love requires, God seeks a  

devoted, intimate, free, and exclusive relationship with 

each of us. As we walk through the parched, desert    

experiences of our lives it is easily in our thirst for water 

and a respite from the heat that we reach for and con-

struct idols that will bring us immediate relief and      

satisfaction. These false gods, made out of our comforts 

and earthly desires can quickly take the place of the 

One who really has first dibs on our hearts. Humans 

have often wandered far away from God as St. Paul   

reminds us. In helping each other cultivate and fertilize 

the ground upon which we walk, God gives us yet     

another chance to bear fruit and return.    ©LPi 

                St. Oscar Romero | March 24 

St. Oscar Romero was appointed Archbishop of San 
Salvador in 1977 while his country was in   chaos. 

Many people in El Salvador were 
living in poverty, while a smaller 
elite group controlled all political 
and economic power. In 1980, El 
Salvador broke out in a 12-year civil 
war that left over 75,000 people 
dead. St. Oscar Romero set up     
pastoral programs to assist the      
victims of oppression. He also     
became an outspoken advocate for 
human rights, appealing to the      

Salvadoran military to stop killing their own citizens. 
On March 24, 1980, St. Oscar Romero was murdered 
while celebrating Mass in El Salvador. A car pulled 
up outside, and a gunman fired a single shot straight 
into St. Oscar Romero’s heart.  
Calling him a “a martyr for the faith” nearly 40 years 
later, Pope Francis canonized him in 2018. For the 
occasion, Pope Francis chose to wear the same blood
-stained belt that Romero was wearing at the altar 
when he died.   ©LPi 

“Essentials” Collection for Family Promise of            
Monroe County a HUGE Success! 

Wow! Wow! WOW! The generosity of our St. Maximilian 

Kolbe family never ceases to amaze us.  The collection        

of essential household items for homeless families with   

children served by Family Promise of Monroe County was 

absolutely tremendous!  Once again, our parish family came 

through to help our neighbors in crisis with those items 

needed in everyday life – by giving toothbrushes and     

toothpaste, soap, shampoo, detergent, towels, toilet paper, 

tissues, paper towels,  pillows … the list goes on and on.   

As 2 car loads of collected goods left St. Max for delivery  

to Stroudsburg, it was impossible not to say a prayer of 

thanksgiving for your kindness.  Needless to say your gifts 

were gratefully accepted and will be of great assistance       

to those in need. Family Promise of Monroe County helps           

communities coordinate resources to address the root      

causes of homelessness.  This holistic approach provides 

prevention services before families reach crisis, shelter     

and management when a family becomes homeless, and   

stabilization programs once families have secured housing 

to ensure they remain independent.  Families come to     

Family Promise in crisis; the organization helps them      

rebuild their lives with new skills and ongoing support.  

Your Social Concerns committee, incorporating the         

Corporal Works of Mercy to help those in need, holds          

4 “essentials” collections for Family Promise each year.  

Our next collection will be the weekend of April 23 & 24.     


