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St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr, pray for us  

 God’s love story reveals itself in our stories,        

experiences, and aspirations. We are all prodigal 

sons and daughters. There are many times in our 

lives when we would “sell our souls” in order to 

pursue our passions. We pursued what we wanted 

without regard for others or God. We have sowed 

our oats, thrown ourselves into careless pleasures, 

spent what we know we ought to have saved, 

turned our backs on those we love and abused gifts 

we have been given. We even hit bottom and      

realized the silliness and self-destruction of it        

all. We needed to come home. We knew we erred 

and needed a gentle presence to show us God’s      

unconditional love. This wayward journey home 

changed us. 

As much as we need to be welcomed, we are also 

the one who needs to do the welcoming and mercy 

giving. Those we love need our guidance, but they 

don’t always take it. We know that what they are 

doing is off the mark, self-destructive and wrong. 

We have to let them go and let it happen, even 

though they might get hurt. As we wait and hope, 

they choose to make their way back to us. They 

don’t need us to judge them. They have done 

enough of that to themselves. We immediately  

embrace them and are just happy they’re home. 

God uses us to help heal them. Knowing how much 

we craved understanding and forgiveness ourselves, 

we can now freely give it away. God uses what he 

has taught us to teach others. 

We are also the entitled ones. At least we “think” 

we are entitled. After all, we work hard for what we 

have. We cannot get our heads around the idea 

that someone can get something that I really       

deserve!   If I do what I’m supposed to do, I ought 

to be rewarded for that, right? If I do something 

wrong, I ought to pay the consequences. This is 

justice, isn’t it? This is not God’s justice. God is all 

about love, mercy, compassion, and forgiveness. 

God’s justice is love freely given without merit.  

We carry the stories of the prodigal son, the        

unconditional forgiving father, and the entitled  

angry brother with us. When we make friends with 

all three, humbly telling those stories to others 

makes us Christ’s ambassadors. 
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Saturday: Gloria Glinane 

  by Eddie and Linda Colon 

Sunday8:30 am:  Jean Carbone 

       by The Cornerstone Sisters 

          10:30 am:   For The Parishioners 

Monday: Jean Carbone 

  by Knights of Columbus #13752 

Tuesday: Howard Hunt 

  by Mildred Hunt 

Wednesday: Rollie VonNessen 

  by John Kadany 

Thursday: Anthony and Rita Navarro 

  by Robert and Suzanne Wasik 

Saturday: Henry Rogowski 

  by Irena Rogowski 

Sunday 8:30 am:  Marie DeVito 

        by Mike Wilchek 

            10:30 am:  For The Parishioners 

 

 

(Daily mass at 9:15 unless otherwise noted) 

Sunday:      Jos 5:9a, 10-12; 2 Cor 5:17-21;  

                     Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 

Monday: Is 65:17-21; Jn 4:43-54 

Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12; Jn 5:1-16 

Wednesday: Is 49:8-15; Jn 5:17-30 

Thursday: Ex 32:7-14; Jn 5:31-47 

Friday:  Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 

Saturday: Jer 11:18-20; Jn 7:40-53 

Sunday: Is 43:16-21; Phil 3:8-14; Jn 8:1-11 

 

Readings for the Week 

Confessions are held on  

Saturdays in the church from 

3:00 to 3:45 pm.  
      

Also during Lent Fr. Sean 

will be available for           

confessions                                              

on Mondays from            

9:45 am-10:15 am.  

 Other times by appointment only. 

                Sanctuary Light 

     Available for Your Intention 

 

       Bread and Wine  

       For Victims of Abortion 

 

                  Altar Flowers         

         Not available during Lent 

Katie Scully  ~  Eileen Long    

Mary DeWaters  ~  Charles Brunner   

Lillian Bellis ~   Miroslawa Trochimowicz  

John Scomillio ~ Ed Sohayda 

Joan Aronowitz ~ Christopher Mortensen 

If you know someone in need of prayers  

and would like to have them added to this list,  

                            please call the Parish Office. 

ST. MAX PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 

10 am to 1 pm 

Donations 

March 13th……. $ 2,910.  

Thanks to All who support our Parish. 

Diocese Collection for The Church in Europe...$2,180. 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

are held every Wednesday in Lent  

following the 9:15 am Mass and                 

in the evening at 7:00 pm 
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Faith Formation Classes 
Grades 1st & 2nd, preparing for Sacraments of      

Reconciliation and First Communion,  meet in the 

Church Hall from 9:15 to 10:15 am.   

Grades 7th & 8th, for Confirmation, meet in the 

classrooms  from 9:15 to 10:15 am.  

Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6 have Virtual classes.  

Please contact Judy Grace in the Parish Office for 

any questions. 

 

 ONLINE SCRIPTURE STUDY  

The St. Maximilian Kolbe Scripture Study discussion 

group meets live on Zoom Wednesday mornings 

@10:30 am.  New members are always welcome. For 

more information on how to join, contact Judy in the 

parish office. We would love to “see” you.  

 

 

 

Living to  the  Max Youth Group  

 Meets  Every Wednesday at  6:30 pm  

Download the “Remind” app and search “Youth 

Group” so you can get updates about the group. 

Email: reesecup2018@gmail.com for more info. 

St. Maximilian Kolbe  
Parish Bereavement Support Group  

The Monthly Meeting of the Bereavement Support 
Group is held downstairs in the Parish Hall on the 
second Wednesday of each month at 2 pm.  It is not 
necessary to be a member of St. Maximilian Kolbe 
Parish in order to attend this ecumenical group.        
The format is open and ongoing. Anyone who has   
experienced a loss due to death, divorce, or separation 
is encouraged to attend. For directions or more          
information, please call Lynnette at 839-9346 or       
570-242-6165, or email her at tomlyn65@ptd.net. 

In person Scripture Sharing 
Spring is around the corner and the weather will be 

getting warmer.  Getting out will be much more 

pleasant.  With that in mind, we would like to 

bring back the Scripture Sharing group, meeting 

here at the Church.  The group would meet at 10:00 

A.M. on Tuesdays.  We are hoping to begin on 

Tuesday, April 26th.  If you would like to            

participate in this group, learning about, and       

discussing sacred Scripture, please contact the    

Parish office by Thursday, April 21st.         

Facebook Live Online Mass Option:  Saturday,  4 p.m. 

mass will be live streamed. To access, go to                 

Facebook.com and in the search engine, type              

“St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish, Pocono Pines, PA.”  

At St. Max for Lent ~ Alpha  
An opportunity to meet new people and 

explore faith together in an open,           
informal environment.  

In as little as 5 minutes a week you can bring meaning 
and joy to your life and lives of those you love. 
~Watch short clips at a time and place that is          

convenient for you. ~Optional opportunities to talk 
with parishioners about what you’re thinking and to 
hear what others have to say. ~Videos are relatable 

and address questions about hope, purpose, meaning, 
and love, in light of the Christian faith. 

For more information or to sign up, please visit 
https://stmaxkolbepoconos.org/alpha-lenten-

series-1.      We hope you’ll join us!   

Easter Candy Fundraiser 
JoAnn and Maurice Berger once again 
are holding a candy fundraiser for our 
parish and will be accepting candy/
chocolate orders. This year, rather than 
selling at the church as they did in the 

past, you can place an order by calling JoAnn      
directly at 570.643.4169.  She will go over pricing 
at that time. 

THURSDAY EVENINGS 

Eucharistic Adoration and Rosary  
in the church on Thursdays during 
Lent at 6:30 pm 
 
Art N Soul Workshops are being 
held  and will continue on the 2nd 
and 4th Thursdays following Adoration and Rosary.    
Come down to the parish hall for fun & fellowship.  
There is no cost to attend but donations will be   
accepted. Go to the St. Max Facebook page or the 
website for additional information on this and other 
events at our parish. 

https://stmaxkolbepoconos.org/faith-formation
https://stmaxkolbepoconos.org/faith-formation
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CATHOLIC TRIVIA – JUST FOR FUN 
         

 
Question: What are the Seven Deadly Sins?  

 
 

          (Answer on the last page of this bulletin) 
 

Final Lenten Dinner—April 1st 
St. Max Social Concerns Committee   
Updates, Changes, & Improvements 

 ~ Same Low Price/More Variety 
Our remaining Dinner at St. Maximilian Kolbe      

Parish will continue with the take out format, but we 

have made some changes to offer more variety and 

flexibility.  Since we are unable to host “eat-in” 

meals, we will offer a fabulous carryout selection; 

we are hoping that our faithful patrons will continue 

to support our sole effort to raise funds for our     

community outreach. The Updated Take Out        

Format will offer a portion of soup, salad, bread and 

dessert, as well as an opportunity to fill a provided 

take-out container with items from the entrée table.  

Selections feature a buffet style offering of delicious 

pasta dishes, including Baked Shells, Haluski,       

Lasagna, Macaroni & Cheese, & Vegetable Penne. 

All menu items will be available while supplies last. 

Enjoy a delicious array of meatless food for just 

$10. You do not need to pre-order; just stop by Our 

Lady of the Lake Hall at St. Maximilian Kolbe      

Parish between 4 and 6:30 pm to fill the provided 

containers for an enjoyable at-home dinner. 

Our endeavors cannot be SUCCESSFUL without 

“U”! COME TO THE PARISH HALL ON APRIL 

1ST BETWEEN 4 & 6:30 PM!! Pick up a container 

of soup, salad, and bread for each order and        

complete each meal with your choices from the     

selection of entrées and your choice of dessert. 

Thanks for helping us to continue our ministry of 

helping those in need.                    

Reward of Lent 
Greater intimacy with God is the reward of          

sacrifice. His love and one’s salvation are not reliant 

on denying oneself chocolate or beer, but idolatry 

stands in the way of worshiping the one true God. 

These 40 days are set aside to praise and worship 

the Lord; to read the Bible more, and to pray      

more often. Christians who observe Lent correctly 

anticipate deeper intimacy with the Lord, which is 

the blessing; they do not expect rewards such as 

more favorable answers to prayer or the resolution 

of health concerns, although many Christians have 

reported that, following Lent, they experience     

freedom from long-standing issues. 

Even at the MIDNIGHT hour, 

Christ wants us to believe in his DAYLIGHT. 

 

 

  In the night I remember                 

your name, O Lord, and                     

will keep your law. 

~Psalm 119:55 

This Sunday is called "Laetare Sunday" in the   

Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite since its 

mood and theme is one of hope and rejoicing that 

Easter is near. In the Ordinary Form this Sunday 

is not different from the other Sundays of Lent 

even though the entrance antiphon for the day 

still begins with the Latin word "laetare" and the 

vestments worn by the celebrant are rose-colored, 

not violet. The day is important because it is the 

day of the second scrutiny in preparation for the 

baptism of adults at the Easter Vigil.  
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It’s easy to join  

our parish ! 

               Go to:  

                     stmaxkolbepoconos.org 
Click on Join and fill in your basic information &  

a member of our parish staff will contact you.      

Or, call the parish office @ 570-646-6424 for a 

registration form to be mailed to you.  

Pastoral Council Nominations 

As a next step in the Pastoral Council election process 

that has been communicated over the past few weeks, 
all parishioners are now invited to nominate persons 
who they believe have the essential characteristics        

of a Council member.  Nominees must be baptized, 
practicing Catholics, at least 18 years old, registered 
members of the parish, and participants in the parish 

worship life, especially Mass and the sacraments.      
The parish is best served by Council members who 
have caring opinions and ideas and are committed to 

fostering the life and mission of the Church and to   
collaborating to promote the good of the whole parish.  
Please give prayerful consideration to those who you 
believe would serve the parish well on the Parish    

Pastoral Council and nominate them by completing 
and submitting the nomination form found in this     
bulletin or through Flocknote.  Completed            

nomination forms must be received by the parish 

office by Sunday, March 27th.  Questions may be 

directed to our parish intern, Lynn, at 
LRuezinsky@optonline.net or (908) 251-4054.   

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

The Face on God’s Brochure  

When a church is raising funds for a new building or a 

diocese is launching a stewardship appeal, there          

is usually someone — or several someone’s — who 

serves as the face of the campaign. Maybe it’s a      

married couple, or a family, or a group of folks who 

have been particularly active in the community and 

can speak to the worthiness of whatever endeavor is 

being undertaken. 

Oftentimes, for better or worse, we fill that role for 

God. We are the face on the front of His promotional 

brochure. If we call ourselves Christians, that means 

that people will meet Christ through us. That’s what 

being an Everyday Steward is — a steward, everyday; 

someone who conducts his Master’s business when the 

Master is not seen. 

It can be intimidating because we have so much     

baggage and no capabilities of our own. But then we 

remember that we are offered reconciliation through 

Christ — that “the old things have passed away, (and) 

new things have come” (2 Corinthians 5:17). We      

remember that we are the prodigal sons, and the     

fattened calf has been slaughtered on our behalf. 

But it’s a role that requires commitment. The story of 

the prodigal son is only compelling and only means 

something because the son, presumably, embraced    

his reconciliation to his father. He didn’t go on to 

abandon him again.  

So let us think to ourselves each day, “Whoever I   

encounter will meet Christ’s ambassador. I was dead 

and have come to life again. How can I speak to the 

worthiness of that reconciliation? How can I make 

others desire it?”    — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

 

 

 

 

We received another check in the amount   

of $116.54 from Weis Markets thanks to  

our members who save their receipts and 

turn them into the office.                                   

Our appreciation goes out to YOU. 

“I Left My Dignity in My other Purse” 
  By Shelley Chester 

St. Matthew’s 50+ Group is sponsoring a bus trip     
on Thursday, June 16th to Hunterdon Hills     
Playhouse in Hampton, New Jersey to see “I Left My 
Dignity in My Other Purse”.   This outrageously 
funny comedy stars Joyce DeWitt from the TV sitcom 
“Three’s Company”.  

The cost for this trip is $99.00 per person which      
includes transportation, a fabulous lunch, the show, 
and gratuity. 

Please respond by April 30th; full payment will be due 
by May 17th.   

If interested, please call Judy at 570-872-6623. 

All are welcome! 

mailto:LRuezinsky@optonline.net
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Trivia Answer :   

Pride, gluttony, sloth, lust, envy,             

anger, and greed. 

EXAMPLES OF OUR FAITH  

SAINT OF THE WEEK 

 Have you ever given thought to the fact that you 

are an “ambassador for Christ?” An ambassador is 

an accredited diplomat and official representative. 

We are asked to be ambassadors for Christ and his 

message of reconciliation. Within each one of us is a 

prodigal son who realizes the need to return home, 

an elder brother who struggles with entitlement and 

self-pity, and a forgiving father who simply wants to 

celebrate love. Realizing that all of these things are 

operative in our hearts, we can bring credibility to 

God’s ministry of reconciliation. Genuine witnesses 

are those who not only recognize their need for 

wholeness, mercy, and forgiveness but also their  

tendency to be over self-focused and stubborn. Then, 

discovering freedom from all that binds them, they 

can then extend the love they have received to    

others. These ambassadors embody unity, mercy, 

and reconciliation and can look on others with deep 

compassion because they know what it is to walk in 

their shoes. Can God count on you to deliver this 

message? 

 St. Rupert of Salzburg  

Feast Day -   March 28 

St. Rupert of Salzburg is also known as the 

“Apostle of Bavaria and Austria.” Although     

mostly legend, it is believed 

that he was born sometime 

around 660 in Gaul, which is 

now part of France. It is     

possible that he descended 

from the Merovingian royal 

line. Not much is known 

about the saint’s early life. 

We do know that Rupert was 

first appointed as Bishop        

of Worms in present-day    

Germany & despite many 

good works there, the pagan population           

eventually beat him and forced him from the    

city. Rupert retired to Rome for a time until  

Duke Theodo of Bavaria asked him to come to 

help establish the Church more firmly in Bavaria. 

Rupert agreed and brought with him a group of 

priests. Rupert traveled the region, effecting      

conversions, miracles, healing. 

Eventually Rupert chose to settle at Juvavum an 

old Roman city mostly in ruins. He renamed the 

city Salzburg or “Salt Castle,” and established 

there a great cathedral and monastery under the 

Rule of St. Benedict. His niece became abbess of 

the Benedictine convent he founded nearby.      

Rupert was the first bishop of Salzburg, serving 

also as abbot of the monastery.  

St. Rupert is usually portrayed carrying a vessel 

of salt, as he helped establish the salt mining      

industry for which he named the city. It is said 

that Rupert died on Easter Sunday though 

sources disagree on the year, which could have 

been around 710 or possibly as late as 718.  ©LPi 

CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

VICAR GENERAL AND CHANCELLOR 
Question: I have seen the title of Vicar General and 
Chancellor used in our Catholic newspaper.  Who are 
they and what do they do? 

Answer: A bishop is in charge of a diocese and        
appoints people to help with its administration. Two     
of those positions are the Vicar General and the      
Chancellor. Both play a role in the life of a diocese,   
despite the many jokes priests may tell at their expense! 
A chancellor is the archivist of a diocese, charged with 
task of keeping the records of the diocese. Often a    
bishop may add other responsibilities and the chancellor 
may end up being like the executive director of the    
diocesan office. The chancellor does not need to be a 
priest. 
The vicar general is a priest, appointed by the bishop 
and acts in the name of the bishop in administering the 
diocese.  He has an advanced degree in canon law or 
theology. He also has executive authority within the 
diocese. This means that he is involved in the day-to-
day pastoral and temporal administration of the diocese. 
Canon law does not allow a bishop to appoint a relative 
to the position, nor the priest in charge of the sacrament 
of penance.  In both cases, the purpose of the law is to 
avoid conflicts of interest. 


