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St. Maximilian Kolbe 

Parish Staff 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  May 15, 2022 

5th SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Year C 

St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr, pray for us  

Jesus said: “My children,  

I will be with you only a little         

while longer. I give you a new        

commandment: love one another.”   

 ~ Jn 13:33a, 34a 
 

“It is necessary for us to undergo many hardships to 

enter the Kingdom of God.” Many folks really work 

very hard to circumvent difficult situations. We     

prefer the easier way around something, rather than 

risk inconvenience, hurt or prolonged suffering. It’s 

no wonder euthanasia is rapidly becoming acceptable 

around the world. Through purely human eyes, there 

is no issue bypassing the inevitable, taking control 

and bringing things more swiftly to a place of peace. 

If this is the way God sees things, then why does   

Jesus make such a big deal helping us understand the 

experience of suffering and embrace it? God’s     

wisdom clearly takes us in another direction. 

Imagine if we were able to eradicate ALL hardship 

and suffering. Where would we be? As we look       

at our own journeys, many of our solid more     

growth producing life lessons have been born of   

suffering, disappointment, inconvenience, darkness, 

and despair. There is something sacred about all      

of these experiences as God uses them to create 

something new. Envisioning a life without hardship 

and suffering brings us to a vision where everything 

is flat-lined and dull. As much as hardship and     

suffering are difficult crosses to bear, not taking 

them up runs the risk of us becoming shallow,    

empty, and lifeless. Helen Keller remarks that, “a 

happy life   consists not in the absence but in the 

mastery of hardships.” What an incredibly wise    

insight! Many really successful people and saints 

were brought to their station in life because they    

suffered. Suffering teaches us about what’s important 

and propels us to search the depths of our souls for 

resources and strength we never would have known 

before.  

This is especially true when we love as Jesus asks us 

to love. Love, perhaps above any other experience, 

can cause us great hardship, pain, and suffering    

especially when it’s authentic and unconditional. 

While it can thrust us into an incredible experience 

of God and life on one hand, it can bruise and wound 

us deeply on the other. Mastering the art of love is 

the secret to living life well, walking in the presence 

of God and investing in the joy of the Gospel. Love 

and suffering walk hand in hand. Compromising one 

will compromise the other. Maybe that’s why Jesus 

spent so much time convincing us to accept both. 



St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr, pray for us  

Saturday:     Mother’s Day Intentions 

Sunday 8:30 am:  For The Parishioners 

           10:30 am:  Mother’s Day Intentions 

Monday:       Deacon Frank Gisoldi 

Tuesday:      Tadeusz Biedron 

                      by Mr. & Mrs. Jedrzejczyk 

Wednesday:  George Colon 

                      by Bob & Mary Gettis 

Thursday:     Eugene Gartner & Daughter Denise 

                      by Joan Gartner 

Saturday:      Joyce Schannell 

                      by Mike Wilchek 

Sunday 8:30 am:   For The Parishioners 

            10:30 am:   Joseph Lynam 

                                by Bill and Fran Lauff 
      
        (Daily mass at 9:15 unless otherwise noted) 

Saturday:      

Sunday 

 

Monday:       

Tuesday:       

Wednesday:  

Thursday:     

Friday:          

Saturday:      

Sunday:        

 

Readings for the Week 

Confessions are held on  

Saturdays in the church from 

3:00—3:45 pm 

Other times by appointment only. 

               Sanctuary Light 

      In Memory of Peggy Bostwick 

           

 

                Bread and Wine  

           For Victims of Abortion 

 

 

             Altar Flowers         

  Available for your Intentions 

 

  (Please call the Parish Office) 

Katie Scully  ~  Eileen Long    

Mary DeWaters  ~  Charles Brunner   

Lillian Bellis ~   Miroslawa Trochimowicz  

John Scomillio ~ Ed Sohayda 

Joan Aronowitz ~ Christopher Mortensen 

 

If you know someone in need of prayers  

and would like to have them added to this list,  

                            please call the Parish Office. 

ST. MAX PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 

10 am to 1 pm 

Donations 

May 1st……. $5,949.  

Thanks to All who support our Parish. 

 Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; Jn 15:9-17    

 Acts 14:21-27; Rv 21:1-5a;  

 Jn 13:31-33a, 34-35 

Acts 14:5-18; Jn 14:2 

Acts 14:19-28; Jn 14:27-31a  

Acts 15:1-6; Jn 15:1-8  

Acts 15:7-21; Jn 15:9-11  

Acts 15:22-31; Jn 15:12-17 

Acts 16:1-10; Jn 15:18-21  

Acts 15:1-2, 22-29; Rv 21:10-14, 22-23; 

Jn 14:23-29 



FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
Congratulations to the following        

children, who received their First Holy 
Communion last Sunday, May 8th. 

   
~ Scarlett Ednie     ~ Lucas Nyffler 

   ~ Katelyn Quijada  ~ Dean Romito 

St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr, pray for us  

 

 ONLINE SCRIPTURE STUDY  

The St. Maximilian Kolbe Scripture Study discussion 

group meets live on Zoom Wednesday mornings 

@10:30 am.  New members are always welcome. For 

more information on how to join, contact Judy in the 

parish office. We would love to “see” you.  

 

 

 

 

Living to  the  Max Youth Group  

 Meets  Every Wednesday at  6:30 pm  

Download the “Remind” app and search “Youth 

Group” so you can get updates about the group. 

Email: reesecup2018@gmail.com for more info. 

CONFIRMATION 

On Sunday, June 5th, the Feast of           
Pentecost, the Holy Spirit will bless our 
Confirmation students  as they confirm 

their belief in their Faith.   
This will occur at the 10:30 Mass,  

                 witnessed by their families and friends,  
               as well as those attending that Mass. 

The students receiving the blessings of the Holy 
Spirit in Confirmation are:  

 
~ Drake Daguio        ~ Krystian Zamojski 

FAMILY FAITH FOMATION  
– FAITH ON FIRE 

   Come one – Come All  
 This Wednesday, May 18th, for     

a Faith Formation Festival  
celebrating the coming of the    
Holy Spirit on Pentecost Sunday.  

Pizza will be served staring at 5:30  
and the activities will begin at 6:30. 

You must sign up so we know how much pizza to 
order.  There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex and 
one in the office, or call the office to let us know 
you will join us. We look forward to seeing you 
there. 

St. Maximilian Kolbe is once again planning to 
have Vacation Bible School this coming summer.  
It will be held July 18, 19, 20 and 21. 
In order to give the children a quality program, we 
are in need of volunteers to help.  
We will need all types of assistance, such as     
kitchen, classroom, games, crafts, and most        
importantly ideas.   If you would like to help,     
contact Judy at stmaxreligioused@ptd.net, or call 
the Parish office at 570-646-6424. We look forward 
to hearing from you. 

St. Maximilian Kolbe  

Parish Bereavement Support Group  

The Monthly Meeting of the Bereavement Support 

Group is held downstairs in the Parish Hall on the 

second Wednesday of each month at 2 pm.  It is not 

necessary to be a member of St. Maximilian Kolbe 

Parish in order to attend this ecumenical group.        

The format is open and ongoing. Anyone who has   

experienced a loss due to death, divorce, or separation 

is encouraged to attend. For directions or more          

information, please call Lynnette at 839-9346 or       

570-242-6165, or email her at tomlyn65@ptd.net. 

LITURGICAL MINISTER  

TRAINING RESCHEDULED: 

THURSDAY EVENING, MAY 19th  

Ushers: 6:15 to 6:35 pm 

Eucharistic Ministers: 6:35 to 6:45 pm 

Lectors: 6:45 to 7:05 pm 

Altar Servers 7:05 to 7:25 pm 

If you are not able to attend contact Julie in the 

office as soon as possible. 570-646-6424 



St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr, pray for us  

 

It’s easy to join our parish ! 

        Go to: stmaxkolbepoconos.org 
Click on Join and fill in your basic information and 

a member of our parish staff will contact you.     

Or, call the parish office  

@ 570-646-6424 for a  

registration form. 

“I Left My Dignity in My Other Purse” 

  By Shelley Chester 

St. Matthew’s 50+ Group is sponsoring       
a bus trip on Thursday, June 16th to 

Hunterdon Hills Playhouse in Hampton, 
New Jersey to see “I Left My Dignity in My 

Other Purse”.   This outrageously funny 
comedy stars Joyce DeWitt from TV sitcom 

“Three’s Company”.  
The cost for this trip is $99.00 per person 

which includes transportation, a fabulous 
lunch, the show, and gratuity. 

Please respond by April 30th; full payment 
will be due by May 17th.  Call Judy at 570-

872-6623.     All are welcome! 

CATHOLIC TRIVIA – JUST FOR FUN 

Question: Who is the first native-born United  

                  States citizen to be canonized? 

St. Maximilian Kolbe 

Parish Pastoral Council Nominees 

Continuing with the Parish Pastoral Council    
election process, we now share with you the 

names of the nominees.  They are: 

Melissa Beehler ~  Pam Cimeo 

Jenn Ednie  ~  Jennifer Janco 

Mike Logan  ~  Terry Logan 

Kathy McPherson  ~  Kathleen Peterson 

Bruce Reese  ~  Desiree Schulz  ~ Jack Zarra 

Additional information about each nominee and their 
vision for the parish will be shared in the coming 
weeks.  Ballots will then be distributed to adults who 
are registered with the parish.  Please pray for these 
nominees and for the parish as we go through this very 
important process.   Thank you! 

SAVE THE DATE 

Tuesday, August 9th, 2022 

St. Maximilian Kolbe 

 Annual Golf  Outing 

Mountain Laurel Golf  Course  -  11:00am 

Dinner at Lake Naomi Club – 6:00 pm 



St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr, pray for us  

2022 Wedding Anniversary Mass 
His Excellency, the Most Reverend Joseph C.       
Bambera, D.D., J.C.L., Bishop of Scranton, and        
the Office for Parish Life wish to invite couples      
celebrating their 25th or 50th wedding anniversary in 
2022 to a diocesan Wedding Anniversary Mass on 
Sunday, June 26. The event includes a 2:30 PM mass 
at St. Peter’s Cathedral followed by a reception.  

The registration deadline for this event is May 29, 
2022.  To register, go to www.dioceseofscranton.org 

or contact Jen Housel (570-207-2213 x 1104 or                         
jhousel@dioceseofscranton.org).  

Those celebrating  couples who speak Spanish may 
contact Jose Flores (570-207-2213 x 1130 or 

floes@dioceseofscranton.org). 

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS AT MASSES 

There is a calendar book in the     

Narthex where you may sign up to 

present the gifts at our weekend 

masses.  Please consider choosing a 

date, especially when the mass is    

intended for a loved one. 

Retrouvaille Weekend Coming  
To Our Diocese August 19-21, 2022 

at the Towneplace Suites, Moosic 
Retrouvaille helps couples through difficult times 

in their marriages.  It is designed to provide the 

tools to help get your marriage back on track. It 

will give you the opportunity to rediscover each 

other and examine your lives together in a new 

and positive way. This program has helped 10s of 

1000s of couples experiencing marital difficulty 

at all levels including disillusionment and misery. 

For confidential information about or to register 

for the August Weekend, please call   

631-338-5413 or email philmilazzo2@gmail.com. 

You can also visit the Retrouvaille website at 

http://helpourmarriage.org/ 

Since January 2009 the Knights of Columbus       
Ultrasound Initiative has placed more than 

1000 life-saving machines!  
Please support our 3rd  

“Baby Bottle Boomerang” Fund Raiser by filling 
up the bottles picked up on Mother’s Day 

 weekend (May 8th) ... fill it with coins & cash ... 
and returning it Father’s Day weekend  

(June 19th).  OR 
Make a credit card contribution through our 
council website at this link or this QR Code: 

https://knights-of-columbus-
13752.square.site/  

The resurrected Christ gives us the strength to     

do things we can never have imagined. Life       

will often give us mountains to climb, and we 

wonder how we will find the energy, ability, and 

determination to forge ahead. But, with a good 

dosage of faith and a fervent life of prayer we find 

ourselves succeeding and ascending to heights 

that once frightened us. What we realize after we 

have reached the other side is that this hardship 

we once saw as an obstacle has become a vehicle 

for something better and greater. We are     

stronger. The same is true with the Gospel.       

The prospect of loving one another may seem  

idealistic or unobtainable. Yet, when we risk 

moving beyond just looking out for or helping 

each other to actually LOVING each other,     

miracles happen. There is something wonderful 

that occurs with love. We see people in ways we 

never saw before, understanding and appreciating 

each other’s journey. Love leads to reverence. 

Faith is strengthened and we move on to try 

again. 

https://www.dioceseofscranton.org/parish-life/community/marriage/enrichment/wedding-anniversary-mass-june-26-2022/wedding-anniversary-mass-2022-registration-form/
mailto:philmilazzo2@gmail.com
http://helpourmarriage.org/


 St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr, pray for us  

Loving as New Creations  
“There’s something different about you.” 

Think about the times in your life when this has been 
said to you. Maybe it was after someone  compliment-
ed you on a job well done, and you realized that      
you were walking through life with a little more     
confidence. Maybe it was after meeting someone    
special, as you carried the glow of that relationship 
wherever you went. Chances are, if someone has    
noticed something different about you, it’s because, 
inwardly, you’ve been changed by the loving or     
respectful actions of another person. 
Love, you see, can make us into new creations. From 
the love of God flows the grace to tackle any        
challenge, including the biggest challenge of all:     
loving each other well. Christ knows what a big     
request this is. He was human, too. He came and lived 
among us. He knew intimately what it was to love 
people in the chaos of their own flaws. He knew what 
he was asking of us when he said, “As I have loved 
you, so you should also love one another.” 
In essence, this is the call to stewardship: loving as 
Christ loves, amidst the messiness of everyday reality. 
Loving with accountability, challenging ourselves and 
our brothers and sisters to be faithful even when it is 
hard. Loving with an unflinching sense of hospitality 
that welcomes even those we do not agree with or  
understand. Loving with gratitude, giving thanks for 
the great variety of ways that Christ can make himself 
known to us through others.    
It isn’t easy — we all know that. But if we ask God 
for the grace to remain steadfast in this greatest     
commandment, we will be given what we need to live 
as new creations.   — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

St. Margaret of Cortona   -  Feast Day May 16 
Though St. Margaret1247 is today 

known as being an incredibly pious 

Catholic, she didn’t start out that 

way. Born into a farming family in 

Laviano, Tuscany, her mother died 

when St. Margaret was seven. Her 

father remarried, but life with her 

stepmother was so difficult that she 

moved out of the home and instead 

chose to live with a man named   

Arsenio, though they weren’t     

married. They had been living together for nine years 

when she gave birth to a son. Knowing in her heart 

that this wasn’t the life that God intended for her to 

have, she prayed for purity.  

One day while waiting for Arsenio, his dog led her 

into the forest where she found Arsenio murdered. So 

shocked was St. Margaret that she fell into a life of 

penance. She and her son returned to Laviano, but 

still found her stepmother to be as unwelcoming as 

ever. They then went to Cortona, and eventually her 

son  became a friar.  Three years after her conversion, 

St. Margaret followed in her son’s footsteps and      

became a Franciscan tertiary. She established a     

hospital and founded a congregation of tertiary     

sisters. She was canonized in 1728. 

Trivia Answer:   

Saint Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton (1774-1821) 

EXAMPLES OF OUR FAITH  

SAINT OF THE WEEK 

Facebook Live Online Mass Option:  

  Saturday,  4 p.m. mass will be live streamed.  

To access, go to Facebook.com and in the search engine, 

type  “St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish,  

Pocono Pines, PA.”  

Oh, give us pleasure in the flowers today; 

And give us not to think so far away 

As the uncertain harvest; keep us here 

All simply in the springing of the year. 

~Robert Frost, “A Prayer in Spring” 


