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GOSPEL MEDITATION  June 5, 2022 

Pentecost Sunday 
Year C 

St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr, pray for us  

 
 

Even though Pentecost is rightly celebrated in 
late spring, the robust experience of a New 
England fall can provide a profound metaphor 
for reflection. A full expression of fall colors is 
beautiful to behold. But, with all of its majesty 
and beauty, the observer knows the experience 
of death is soon to come. Creation will be     
dark and barren for a while. Pentecost cannot 
be separated from the cross. Before God’s 
transformative, life-giving power can bear fruit, 
we must first die.  
Pentecost is all about leaving the lifeless dead 
wood behind and allowing God, through the 
power of the Holy Spirit, to create something 
new. These Pentecost creations happen       
repeatedly over and over again. The birthing 
process of the Church is ongoing. God is       
always bringing life out of death and creating 
something where there was once nothing. That 
is why the fall is such an apropos metaphorical 
season for Pentecost. In order to really receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit we have to die to what 
we once knew and what no longer works. 
When fire and wind find their fullest expression, 
they are in no way gentle nor kind. They have 
the potential to level anything in their paths. We 
are experiencing great turmoil in our world,   
nation, and our Church. Whether the result of 
circumstance or the work of the Holy Spirit, 
much of what we knew to be normal and       
constant is changing. Common systems and 
institutional structures that may have worked for 
a time no longer do. When the old and familiar 
need to be left behind, God creates something 
new. Change and disorder do not need to be 
our enemies. They always bring opportunities 
for something exciting and new. What we need 
is untiring faith, firm hope, and perfect love.  
What we need is for the Holy Spirit to enlighten 
us to see what is important and what we must 
do. “O Holy Spirit, descend plentifully into 
my heart. Enlighten the dark corners of this         
neglected dwelling and scatter there Thy   
cheerful beams.” (St. Augustine)  
If we experience joy, even in the midst of        
turbulence, then we will know we are exactly 
where God needs us to be. If not, then perhaps 
there is a lesson in the decaying leaves that 
graciously descend to the ground on a crisp fall 
day. 

Jesus said to his disciples:       

“Whoever loves me will keep my word, 

and my Father will love him,            

and we will come to him and          

make our dwelling with him.”   

  ~Jn 14:23 
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Saturday 5:00pm: Deacon F. Edmund Lynch 

                               by Aline Lynch 

Sunday  8:30 am:  For The Parishioners 

            10:30 am:  Joseph & Josephine Anania 

                               by Michael Castellano 

Monday:      Allan Jenkins 

          by Chong Jenkins 

Tuesday:      Jerry Plisinski 

          by Claire Dembinski 

Wednesday: Thomas Conahan 

          by Rita Yanuzzi 

Thursday:    Patricia Schwarz 

          by Mr. & Mrs. Frank Stroker 

Saturday 5:00pm: Peggy Bostwick 

                    by Antoinette Gisoldi            

Sunday 8:30 am:   For The Parishioners 

            10:30 am:   Salvatore Rullis 

                    by Claire Dembinski  

(Daily mass at 9:15 unless otherwise noted) 

Saturday:      

Sunday: 

 

Monday:       

Tuesday:       

Wednesday:  

Thursday:     

Friday:          

Saturday:      

Sunday:        

 

Readings for the Week 

Confessions are held on  

Saturdays in the church from 

3:00—3:45 pm 

Other times by appointment only. 

                  Sanctuary Light 

      In Memory of  Peggy Bostwick 

    

     Bread and Wine  

             For Victims of Abortion 

 

                 Altar Flowers         

       Available for your Intentions 

   
(Call the Parish Office to offer intentions) 

 

Katie Scully  ~  Eileen Long    

Mary DeWaters  ~  Charles Brunner   

Lillian Bellis ~   Miroslawa Trochimowicz  

John Scomillio ~ Ed Sohayda 

Joan Aronowitz ~ Christopher Mortensen 
If you know someone in need of prayers  

and would like to have them added to this list,  

                            please call the Parish Office. 

ST. MAX PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 

10 am to 1 pm 

Donations 

May 22nd…. $ 3,527. 

Our Parish appreciates your kindness. 

Acts 28:16-20, 30-31;Jn 21:20-25  

Acts 2:1-11; 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13;  

Jn 20:19-2  

Gn 3:9-15, 20; Jn 19:25-34  

1 Kgs 17:7-16; Mt 5:13-16  

1 Kgs 18:20-39; Mt 5:17-19  

1 Kgs 18:41-46; Mt 5:20-26  

1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-16; Mt 5:27-32  

Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3; Mt 5:33-37  

Prv 8:22-31; Rom 5:1-5; Jn 16:12-15 

 

 

We are on a  

Summer Schedule .  

Our Saturday Mass will be celebrated           

at 5:00 p.m. throughout the summer,        

ending Sept. 3rd. 
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 ONLINE SCRIPTURE STUDY  

The St. Maximilian Kolbe Scripture Study discussion 
group meets live on Zoom Wednesday mornings 
@10:30 am.  New members are always welcome. For 
more information on how to join, contact Judy in the 
parish office. We would love to “see” you.  

 

 

 

 

Living to  the  Max Youth Group  

 Meets  Every Wednesday at  6:30 pm  

Download the “Remind” app and search “Youth 

Group” so you can get updates about the group. 

Email: reesecup2018@gmail.com for more info. 

CONFIRMATION 

This Sunday on the Feast of  Pentecost, the 

Holy Spirit will bless our Confirmation 

students as they confirm their belief           

in their Faith.   

The students receiving the blessings of the           

Holy Spirit in Confirmation are:  

~ Drake Daguio        ~ Krystian Zamojski 

Family Round-up VBS 

Saddle your pony, here we go! 

Before the sun sets on, “The Year of 
the Family”, our St. Max parish 
family will have a final round up    
of the Catechetical season with    

Vacation Bible School                
July 18-21 ~ 10:00 am-2:00 pm 

ALL ARE WELCOME!     
(Children under 4 should bring an 

adult or teen, “buddy”.) 

In addition to adult and teen helpers to assist the       
mornings of the program, we need, “Ranch Hands”, to 
help set up our Western Town before VBS week.  We 

need crafty people, carpenters, cooks, and handy-people 
to help with our advance preparation.  There will be a 
meeting of all who wish to be “Ranch Hands”  here,         

on Monday, June 6th at 7:OO P.M.. 

St. Maximilian Kolbe  
Parish Bereavement Support Group  

The Monthly Meeting of the Bereavement Support 
Group is held downstairs in the Parish Hall on the 
second Wednesday of each month at 2 pm.  It is not 
necessary to be a member of St. Maximilian Kolbe 
Parish in order to attend this ecumenical group.        
The format is open and ongoing. Anyone who has   
experienced a loss due to death, divorce, or separation 
is encouraged to attend. For directions or more          
information, please call Lynnette at 839-9346 or       
570-242-6165, or email her at tomlyn65@ptd.net. 

Youth Liturgy Minis try  Restart ing  
~Joyful Noise Choir - contact Juliet Dunham 

call or text 570.262.9225 or  
juliet.the.great@gmail.com  

~Altar Servers - contact Parish Office 
call 570.646.6424 or stmaxkol@ptd.net  

~Lectors - contact Mary Finkernagel 
 call or text 570.350.1654 or 
mfinkernagel@hotmail.com  

~Gift Bearers/Entrance Processions-    
contact Lynnette Smith: call or text 570.242.6165 

After enjoying pizza, camaraderie and fun      
activities, participants in the Family Faith     
Formation demonstrate what the apostles 
must have experienced with “Faith on Fire”, 
as they read the Lord’s Prayer in many       
languages. “They saw what seemed to be 
tongues of fire that separated and came to 
rest on each of them.  All of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other tongues as the spirit enabled them.” 
Acts 2: 3-4 

mailto:juliet.the.great@gmail.com
mailto:mfinkernagel@hotmail.com
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It’s easy to join our parish ! 

        Go to:  

stmaxkolbepoconos.org 
Click on Join and fill in your basic     

information and a member of our parish staff        

will contact you.  Or, call the parish office  

@ 570-646-6424 for a registration form. 

CATHOLIC TRIVIA – JUST FOR FUN 

Question: Which of the United States was the 

                 first to have a Catholic school? 

(answer can be found on the last page) 

Social Concerns Summer Calendar 
 

June 4th & 5th:  Collection for Nurse-Family  

Partnership  
 

June 12th @ 4pm: Free Community Dinner 

(reservations required) 
 

July 16th & 17th: ”Essentials” Collection for Family 

Promise of Monroe County 
 

August 20th & 21st: Collection for Women’s 

 Resources 
 

August 28th: Free Community Dinner 

(more info coming soon) 
 

August 30th thru Sept 6th: Coat and Jacket  

Collection for Friends of the Poor 

SAVE THE DATE 

Tuesday, August 9th, 2022 

St. Maximilian Kolbe 

 Annual Golf  Outing 

Mountain Laurel Golf  Course  -  11:00 am 

Dinner at Lake Naomi Club  -  6:00 pm 

ST. MAX DAY AT KNOEBELS 

THURSDAY, JUNE 23RD 

MEET AT PAVILION “A” for a brief Prayer 

Service at 11:00 am.  Food Service beginning               

at 11:15 am. Rides open at 12 noon. 

Knights of  Columbus  

     3 Breakfasts Planned 

June 26th 

            July 17th                                                                                                     

August 21st 
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PRESENTATION OF GIFTS AT MASSES 

There is a calendar book in the     

Narthex where you may sign up to 

present the gifts at our weekend 

masses.  Please consider choosing a 

date, especially when the mass is            

     intended for a loved one. 

Retrouvaille Weekend Coming  
To Our Diocese August 19-21, 2022 

at the Towneplace Suites, Moosic 
Retrouvaille helps couples through difficult times 

in their marriages.  It is designed to provide the 

tools to help get your marriage back on track. It 

will give you the opportunity to rediscover each 

other and examine your lives together in a new 

and positive way. This program has helped 10s of 

1000s of couples experiencing marital difficulty 

at all levels including disillusionment and misery. 

For confidential information about or to register 

for the August Weekend, please call   

631-338-5413 or email philmilazzo2@gmail.com. 

You can also visit the Retrouvaille website at 

http://helpourmarriage.org/ 

Since January 2009 the Knights of Columbus             
Ultrasound Initiative has placed more than 

1000 life-saving machines!  
Please support our 3rd  

“Baby Bottle Boomerang” Fund Raiser by filling up 
the bottles picked up on Mother’s Day 

 weekend (May 8th) ... fill it with coins & cash ...   
Return Baby Bottle’s Father’s Day weekend  

(June 19th).  OR 
Make a credit card contribution through our council 

website at this link or this QR Code: 
https://knights-of-columbus-13752.square.site/  

Thanks for your support 

St. Josemaria Escriva tell us, “To live accord-

ing to the Holy Spirit means to live by faith 

and hope and charity. To allow God to take 

possession of our lives and to change our 

hearts, to make us resemble him more and 

more.” Today we celebrate the gift of the Holy 

Spirit given freely by God to us. The Holy   

Spirit is the very breath of God and the true 

source of our power and strength. When we 

accept that God is the beginning and the end of 

all things, we open ourselves to receiving this 

powerful presence. The Holy Spirit alone is the 

one who teaches us how to pray, who stirs       

us to lift our eyes to heaven in search of our 

Creator and opens them to recognize the won-

derful gifts of faith, hope, and love God gives 

us. The Holy Spirit is the one who teaches us 

how to understand ourselves, God, others, and 

the world. When we allow God’s Own breath to 

truly take possession of us, we realize that we 

are meant to become like God and know Him 

as He really is. This ultimate helper lifts our 

eyes from what is below to what is above and 

empowers us to live life with joy and keener 

vision! 

SAVE YOUR WEIS MARKET RECEIPTS……. 

AND BRING THEM TO US ! 

(drop them into the collection basket at mass) 

The last check we received from                            

Weis Markets was $146.99. 

Your receipts = $$$$$ to our parish. 

 
After all is said and done,                 

more is usually said than done! 
 
 

 

For God will bring every deed             
into judgement, including                 

every hidden thing, whether it             

is good or evil. 
~Ecclesiastes 12:14 

He whispered, “My precious child, I love you and will never leave you.” 

mailto:philmilazzo2@gmail.com
http://helpourmarriage.org/
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Trivia Answer:  Maryland 

EXAMPLES OF OUR FAITH  

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 
SATURDAY, JUNE 11, 2022 

MARYWOOD UNIVERSITY 
 

TICKETS AND INFO AVAILABLE AT 

www.cwcnepa.com 

St. Norbert    - Feast Day—June 6 
Born to nobility, St. Norbert of  

Xanten, was ordained as a subdeacon 

and served in the court of Henry V, 

Emperor of Germany, however, at 

court it was easy to be distracted by 

wealth, power and luxury and he 

lived a worldly and corrupt life there. 

By the grace of God while traveling 

in a storm he was nearly struck by 

lightning and almost killed. This    

experience changed him and he became penitent, left 

his court post, and after a period of discernment in a 

monastery, felt called to be a priest. 

Norbert became an itinerant preacher, preaching 

against worldly attitudes but at the Pope’s request 

finally settled in northern France and founded the 

Norbertine order established according to the rule of 

St. Augustine. The order grew rapidly soon founding a 

women’s branch. Norbert traveled and preached 

across Germany where he also founded a lay branch of 

the Norbertines. In Belgium he preached against     

heresies which denied the Blessed Sacrament. 

Eventually he was made Archbishop of Magdeburg, 

Germany, and traveled to Rome in support of Pope 

Innocent II, against the antipope. He returned to  

Germany to court of Emperor Lothar as advisor, at 

end of life, in failing health, St. Norbert was carried 

back to Magdeburg where he died.   ©LPi 

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR                          

ORDINARY MOMENTS  

Do You Speak Stewardship? 
If you are married, I’m guessing that you know the best 

way to break bad news to your spouse, whether you  

realize it or not. Maybe it’s simply that you know not to 

talk about the budget after your wife’s football team 

has lost. Maybe you know your husband will take the 

news that your sister is coming to stay a little easier if 

you tell him over his favorite dinner. We do the same 

thing with our children, our friends, our coworkers — 

we have all learned the language of the people we love. 

The truth is the same in every language, but it’s         

important for us to convey that truth graciously. That’s 

what Pentecost teaches us. The gift of being able to 

speak in tongues afforded the Apostles a practical skill 

to spread the Gospel message, but it also served as          

a powerful symbol of the importance of effective          

communication. Evangelization can only happen when 

you’re speaking in words a person is able, ready, and 

willing to hear. 

Let’s ask ourselves: what is the language we need to 

speak to share the truth with the person who is standing 

in front of us? Is it the language of quality time? The 

language of concern? The language of laughter and 

friendship? The language of authenticity, of plain talk 

and frankness? 

The Holy Spirit gave the Apostles the ability to speak in 

tongues, and it seems miraculous when we read about it 

in the Gospels — but only consider that we all have this 

same ability, in a certain way. The Holy Spirit can and 

will show us how to speak the truth, if we only ask.       

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 


