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   Reverend Sean G. Carpenter  
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Judy Grace 
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John Marcinkowski, Jr. 
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St. Maximilian Kolbe 

Parish Staff 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  August 14, 2022 

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Year C 

St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr, pray for us  

 
   

 

 

An inward transformation occurs in a person who 

decides to follow Jesus Christ. Things change. They 

see the world differently, understand their journey 

more deeply and profoundly, have their sights fixed 

on eternity and union with God and hold themselves 

to higher standards and virtues. It requires a        

conscious choice to be a Christian, and this choice 

must be renewed at least daily. While the            

basic premise of Jesus’ message may appear       

heartwarming and straightforward: love of God, 

neighbor, and self, the implications of doing so are 

challenging. The true disciple is called to live         

radically, and often finds themselves at odds with 

the world or even with those in their own homes. 

Holding ourselves to higher standards comes with a 

price. We have to leave other things behind. It is 

difficult to be people of faith, hope, and love in a 

world often fixated with its own fulfillment and     

self-absorption. Justice, temperance, prudence, and 

fortitude require sacrifice if they are to be lived with 

integrity. God’s ways are not ours. This becomes 

crystal clear to those who have enough courage to 

stand against the tide. Putting love into action     

requires that we challenge accepted modes of doing 

business and fight complacency. This is what makes 

the saints stand out as witnesses. They are simply 

sinners, just like us, who persevere. 

People do not want to be told that they’re sailing 

their ships in the wrong direction. Clinging to their 

insistence and need to be correct, they can become 

defensive when challenged. This can happen even 

with those closest to us. As much as the Gospel calls 

us to unity, it also can easily create division. When 

we love seriously, we encounter more than feelings 

of warmth and acceptance. “What does love look like? 

It has the hands to help others. It has the feet to hasten 

to the poor and needy. It has eyes to see misery and 

want. It has the ears to hear the sighs and sorrows of 

men. That is what love looks like  (St. Augustine).”  

Love also has the courage and honesty to tell people 

what they may not want to hear but need to, and 

model, without wavering, a life of humble, loving, 

and faithful service. Don’t lose heart! There are 

many examples of faith before us and around us.      

If Jesus endured the voices of opposition, so too     

can we. There is no need to apologize for speaking        

the truth. 

“There is a baptism with which I must be            

baptized, and how great is my anguish until it        

is accomplished! Do you think that I have come        

to establish peace on the earth? No, I tell you,      

but rather division. From now on a household        

of five will be divided, three against two and       

two against three.”        ~Lk  12:50-52 
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Saturday 5:00 pm: John Mercer 

                     by Lynn Ruezinsky 

Sunday 8:30 am:  For The Parishioners 

            10:30 am: Eugene Gartner & daughter Denise   

                              by Joan Gartner 

Monday:   Emily Kret 

  by Laura Howe 

Tuesday:  Tadeusz Biedron 

  by Sophie Biedron 

Wednesday:  Jean Michelle Carbone 

  by The Carbone Family 

Thursday:  Kelly Brennan 

  by Marge Brennan 

Saturday 5:00pm:  Daniel McIntyre 

         by Mr. & Mrs. Nowak 

Sunday 8:30 am:   For The Parishioners 

            10:30 am:  Allan Jenkins 

        by Chong Jenkins 

   Daily Mass at 9:15 unless otherwise noted 

No Mass on Fridays 

Saturday:      

Sunday: 

 

Monday:       

Tuesday:       

Wednesday:  

Thursday:     

Friday:          

Saturday:      

Sunday:        

 

Readings for the Week 

Confessions are held on  

Saturdays in the church from 

4:00—4:45 pm 

Other times by appointment only. 

                    Sanctuary Light 

          In Memory of Alice Scanlon 

                    by Palma Mazzolla 

               

                  Bread and Wine  

         For Victims of Abortion 

                  

                   Altar Flowers         

     Available for your Intentions 

 

      (Call the Parish Office to offer Intentions) 

Katie Scully  ~  Eileen Long    

Mary DeWaters  ~  Charles Brunner   

Lillian Bellis ~   Miroslawa Trochimowicz  

John Scomillio ~ Ed Sohayda 

Joan Aronowitz ~ Christopher Mortensen 
If you know someone in need of prayers  

and would like to have them added to this list,  

                            please call the Parish Office. 

ST. MAX PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 

10 am to 1 pm 

Donations 

August 7th…. $    5,923. 

Many thanks to those who support our Parish. 

We are on a Summer Schedule .  

Our Saturday Mass will be celebrated           

at 5:00 p.m. throughout the summer,        

ending Sept. 3rd. 

Ez 18:1-10, 13b, 30-32; Mt 19:13-15  

Jer 38:4-6, 8-10; Heb 12:1-4;                  

Lk 12:49-53 

Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; Lk 1:39-56  

Ez 28:1-10; Mt 19:23-30  

Ez 34:1-11; Mt 20:1-16  

Ez 36:23-28; Mt 22:1-14  

Ez 37:1-14; Mt 22:34-40  

Ez 43:1-7ab; Mt 23:1-12  

Is 66:18-21; Heb 12:5-7, 11-13; Lk 

13:22-30 
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 ONLINE SCRIPTURE STUDY  

The St. Maximilian Kolbe Scripture Study discussion 
group meets live on Zoom Wednesday mornings 
@10:30 am.  New members are always welcome. For 
more information on how to join, contact Judy in the 
parish office. We would love to “see” you.  

Living to the  Max 

Youth Group  

Meets  Every  

Wednesday at  6:30 pm  

Download the “Remind” app and search “Youth 

Group” so you can get updates about the group. 

Email: reesecup2018@gmail.com for more info. 

St. Maximilian Kolbe  
Parish Bereavement Support Group  

The Monthly Meeting of the Bereavement Support 
Group is held downstairs in the Parish Hall on the 
second Wednesday of each month at 2 pm.  It is not 
necessary to be a member of St. Maximilian Kolbe 
Parish in order to attend this ecumenical group.        
The format is open and ongoing. Anyone who has   
experienced a loss due to death, divorce, or separation 
is encouraged to attend. For directions or more          
information, please call Lynnette at 839-9346 or       
570-242-6165, or email her at tomlyn65@ptd.net. 

Youth Liturgy Minis try  Restart ing  
 

~Joyful Noise Choir - contact Juliet Dunham 
call or text 570.262.9225 or  
juliet.the.great@gmail.com  

 
~Altar Servers - contact Parish Office 

call 570.646.6424 or stmaxkol@ptd.net  
 

~Lectors - contact Mary Finkernagel 
 call or text 570.350.1654 or 
mfinkernagel@hotmail.com  

 
~Gift Bearers/Entrance Processions-    

contact Lynnette Smith: call or text 570.242.6165 

FAITH  

FORMATION 

 CLASSES 

Faith Formation Classes will begin on Sunday,       

September 11, 2022 in our classrooms, for Grades 

One, Two, Seventh and Eighth.  Grades Three, Four, 

Five and Six will meet in our classrooms on    

Wednesday evenings from 4:30-5:45.  Registration 

forms are available in the Narthex and in the Church 

office for the 2022-2023 year. 

The cost of registration is $30.00 for the first child in 

the family and $15.00 for the second.  There is no 

charge for any more children in the same family. 

An Invitation to Find Out More about St. Max 
Scripture Sharing Materials  
& Wednesday Zoom Sessions  

“Scripture Sharing” offers an opportunity to deepen 
our faith and grow in authentic discipleship by reading 
and reflecting on the Word of God, as we seek to 
prayerfully discern how God is speaking to us in the 
Scriptures and is calling us to respond in the context of 
our daily lives. The experience of Scripture Sharing is 
a complement to the deep study of the Scriptures.  
Scripture Sharing (sometimes described as “Scripture 
Engagement”) calls us to both to analyze and apply the 
Bible - incorporating a knowledge of a text with       
personal insights about that text.  The process helps us 
to listen with our minds and hearts, opening ourselves 
to the guiding power of the Holy Spirit as we reflect on 
the meaning of the text for our own lives and for our 
community.   
Each week, materials are gathered & emailed to anyone 
who wants to join our “Spiritual Seekers” in preparing 
for the upcoming weekend liturgies by reflecting on 
the Scripture Readings from the lectionary. In addition 
to the Scriptures, participants also receive attachments 
with several commentaries, Reflection Questions, and 
Prayers. Many subscribers to our Scripture Sharing 
Group use the materials for their own spiritual          
development; some engage in personal reflection, and 
others gather with family members and/or friends at 
home. All who sign up are also welcome to use the 
Zoom link to join us for our Wednesday Sessions 
(10:30 am – noon) at any time. If you would like         
to receive the Scripture Sharing materials and the 
Zoom link each week, or if you have any questions 
about the group, please contact either Lynnette      
Smith (Group Facilitator) at tomlyn65@ptd.net or                
Judy Grace (Coordinator of Faith Formation) at 
stmaxkolreligioused@ptd.net. 

mailto:juliet.the.great@gmail.com
mailto:mfinkernagel@hotmail.com
mailto:tomlyn65@ptd.net
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Catholic Trivia—Just For Fun 

Question: What is another name for monastery? 

(Answer can be found on the last page of the bulletin.) 

 

Social Concerns Summer Calendar 
 

August 20th & 21st: Collection for Women’s 
 Resources 

 
August 28th: Free Community Dinner—2 pm 

Reservation required—call 727-542-2280 
 

August 30th thru Sept 6th: Coat and Jacket  
Collection for Friends of the Poor 

Knights of Columbus #13752 

Sorry, our Breakfast had to be cancelled, but we 

are hosting a Bake Sale after masses on August 

20th and 21st.   Donations of baked goods are     

being accepted. Sign up sheets are available. 

 

THIS SUNDAY. AUGUST 14th 

ST. MAX  

PARISH PICNIC  

12 noon~ Procession honoring 

St. Maximilian Kolbe 

12:30~ Food Service begins 

1:00pm~ D.J. Krazy Ken 

2:00pm~ Live Band– Long Time Comin’ 

Kids and Adult Games – Cornhole Tournament 

Tobyhanna Twp. Fire Co will be here 

Donations are being accepted to defray the cost 

of the picnic.  See You There!   
 

Our Prayers and Best Wishes to Fr. Sean !!!   

Fr. Sean officially moves to his new parish this 

week; wish him well if you see him at the picnic. 

(WE MISS HIM ALREADY) 

ART ‘N SOUL  -   Col lage Workshops   

The 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month  

from 7 to 9 pm in the parish hall. 

No cost to participant but donations are welcomed. 

For more information contact  

Desiree Schulz at:  dcrv9er@gmail.com 

SAVE THE DATE—SEPTEMBER 19th 
The PA March for Life  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Knights Council is sponsoring the bus trip      
to Harrisburg PA, at no cost to the participants.       

It is leaving St Max Parking lot at 8AM and         
we return around 5:30-6PM.   

Reserve you space now.  Call Steve Glinane at   
570-977-4617 for more information. 

ST. MATTHEW’S FESTIVAL WEEKEND 

 78 RIDGEWAY ST., STROUDSBURG 

Sat, Aug. 13th—5 pm to 10 pm 

Sun., Aug. 14th 12 pm to 6 pm 

Free Entertainment— International Food 

Beer & Wine and Games for All Ages 

Raffles– Bingo-Mega 50/50 

“Although we may feel unsure how best to         
comfort those who mourn, we must stand with them 

in their time of suffering. Miscarriage touches the 
lives of many people, yet all too often this tragedy 

remains unaddressed. This lack of response not   
only often leads to unresolved grief, but also fails to 

clearly manifest our belief that each person, from 
conception onward, is precious and unique.”   

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 
“Solace and Strength in the Sorrow of Miscarriage”  

LATINO MEET & GREET 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 28TH  

Following the 10:30 mass, come down to the    

Parish Hall and meet with other Latinos of the 

Poconos.  Share coffee and donuts. 
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It’s easy to join our parish ! 

Go to:  

      stmaxkolbepoconos.org 
    Click on Join and fill in your basic 

       information and a member of our 

    parish staff will contact you.. 

Or, call the parish office                     

@ 570-646-6424 

     for a registration form and one can be sent to you. 

 

AUGUST 14TH  -   FEAST DAY 

 OF ST.  MAXIMILIAN MARY KOLBE  

Courage and sacrificial love mark the life of St. Maximilian Kolbe, a      

Franciscan priest from Poland who was devoted to Christ and the Blessed 

Virgin Mary. Dedicated with evangelization, he published a magazine to 

teach the Catholic faith and encourage devotion to the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. In 1941, during the Nazi occupation of Poland, Fr. Kolbe was      

arrested and sent to Auschwitz. One day a prisoner escaped from the 

camp. The Nazi punishment was harsh. For one escapee, 10 must die in his 

place. The guards picked 10 men at random. One began to beg for his life 

on behalf of his family, and another man stepped forward and offered to take his place. Fr. Kolbe was 

sentenced, along with the other nine men, to death by starvation.  

His captors, impatient for his death, ended his life with a fatal injection. For this “martyr of Auschwitz.” 

a life of devotion culminated in one heroic, Christian act of Charity.  

We will have a Procession honoring St. Maximilian at 12 noon on Sunday.  

This will be followed by food, music and games at our Parish Picnic. 

Family Faith Formation Workshop "Mary as Disciple and Companion for Prayer"  
SAVE THE NEW DATES!  

 
Dear Parishioners, Announcing our third Family Faith Formation Program for Diocese of Scranton Parishes:  

Leading Families Home Through Faith Formation: Mary As Disciple and Companion for Prayer  

The third workshop designed for all Catholics, presented by Tom East will be offered on Sunday, August 28 from 

1:00PM to 6:00PM and on Monday, August 29 from 9:00AM to 3:00PM (a repeat opportunity for anyone who      

cannot make the weekend session) at the Diocesan Pastoral Center in Scranton.  

Tom will provide instruction for lifelong faith formation processes, an experience of a faith festival, and                  

all the tools for implementing the faith festival in your parish.  

Cost for the day is $30.00 and lunch and all necessary materials will be provided.  Even if you have not been         

present for other workshops in the series, we look forward to you joining us for this great day!                                  

For more information, or to register, please contact me, Judy Grace, at 570-646-6424,                                                  

or email me at Stmaxkolbepoconos.org         The $30.00 fee will be paid by the parish.  

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS  

If you have offered Intentions for loved ones and 

friends please sign up to present the Gifts at our 

weekend masses. There is a sign-up book located 

in the Narthex. 

 

Facebook Live Online 

There is a Mass option to view our  

Sunday 10:30 Mass. 

Go to Facebook.com and  

in the search engine, type in  

 “St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish, Pocono Pines, PA.”   
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Trivia Answer:   Abbey 

 

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR                          

ORDINARY MOMENTS  

A Steward’s Growing Pains 

Have you ever written a check or seen the charge on 

the credit card machine that had far too many zeros on 

it for your comfort? 

The brakes finally give up on the car you were hoping 

to nurse through the season. The water heater dies on 

the coldest week of the year. A medical procedure    

wasn’t totally covered by insurance. We’ve all been 

here in this place, being asked to part with a not-so-

small sum of money for a not-so-fun reason.  

It’s a little easier to bear when you’re forking over   

dollar signs for a fun vacation or even a worthy cause 

like your child’s education. But when it’s something 

you weren’t expecting, something negative, that     

uneasiness in the pit of your stomach can quickly         

become despair. 

The next time this happens to you, embrace it.        

Celebrate it. Wrap your arms around it and welcome it 

as a growing pain. 

We are often asked, in life, to give more than we wish. 

Our loved ones demand greater patience than we think 

we have. Our prayer life is stalling, and we feel God 

isn’t holding up His end of the communication        

bargain. The daily grind seems to be grinding us down. 

We feel that uneasiness in the pit of our stomach, just 

as we do when we part with money we thought        

belonged solely to us. 

That place of uncertainty propels us in life, in            

stewardship, in relationship. All forward motion     

comes from that feeling. Put out your hands and        

let yourself be thrust into the pit — He will stoop        

to take you out from the mud. Spread your arms         

on your cross — joy is waiting for you.  
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

Monday, August 15th  

 

Assumption of Mary    

is a Catholic holiday 

that celebrates, 

through a feast, the 

Virgin, the mother    

of Jesus Christ when 

her spirit and body 

went to heaven.    
 

Since this Holy Day falls on a Monday,  the         
obligation to attend mass is dispensed.              

Encountering Christ: Music & Meditation 
 with Fr.  Ricky Manalo, CSP 

 The Diocese of Scranton is pleased to welcome              
Fr. Ricky Manalo, CSP, Ph.D., a Paulist priest, composer, 
theologian, and author who will be offering a concert on 
Friday, August 26, 2022 at 7pm, and a presentation for 
our local observance of National Eucharistic Revival 
on Saturday, August 27, 2022 from 9am to 12 
Noon. The title of the two-part event is “Encountering 
Christ: Music & Meditation” and will be held at the 
Church of Saint Gregory, 330 North Abington Road, 
Clarks Green, PA. There is no charge for the event, but a 
free-will offering will be accepted.  
We kindly ask those attending to make a reservation at 
www.dioceseofscranton.org or calling 570-207-2213.  For 
more information, contact David Baloga at 570-207-2213 
or david-baloga@dioceseofscranton.org.   

YOUTH MINISTER NEEDED   
The Church of Saint Luke is looking for a fulltime 
Youth Minister.  If you are creative, dynamic, and    
dedicated to our Catholic faith and have experience 
working with teens we want to talk to you!  The YM 
plans the best way to reach out to all youth in                
the community; develops relationships with youth;      
invites and enables youth to serve others; coordinates 
adult volunteers for youth program; develops close 
communication with and mutual support from the     
families of the youth.  In collaboration with the pastor, 
the Director of Religious Education, and other staff 
members, he or she integrates youth ministry within    
the overall parish mission. If you would like more         
information on this opportunity please contact the parish 
office (570)421-9097 for a complete job description or 
email Father Quinnan : pastor@churchofstluke.org  to 
set up a time to talk. 

            You never get a second chance  

               to make a first impression. 

 

Let your conversation be always full of           

grace, seasoned with salt…. 

                     ~Colossians 4:6 

He whispered, “My precious child, I love you and will never leave you.” 

http://www.dioceseofscranton.org
mailto:david-baloga@dioceseofscranton.org

