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St. Maximilian Kolbe 
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GOSPEL MEDITATION  

St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr, pray for us  

 

December 11, 2022 

3rd Sunday in Advent  

Year A 

Life can leave us feeling dark and desolate. 
Sandy was just twenty-eight when her husband, 
Rob, died, leaving her to raise their two young 
children. She was without paid employment. 
Rob went to work one morning and never       
returned home. Sandy, though, had faith and 
trusted that somehow God would help her 
through, even though most days brought         
deafening, piercing loneliness. She persevered, 
and the darkness gave way to light. Remarking 
one day to a friend hesitant to commit to a       
relationship, Sandy shared her wisdom. Even if 
she knew the outcome would be the same, she 
would marry Rob again. She assured her friend 
that she would even do this if eight years could 
only be eight minutes. We are being led by God 
and God transforms the darkness into light.  
 
“Be strong, fear not!” Those are easy words to 
say. Putting them into practice is the challenge.      
When our paths are dark and life’s roads         
become treacherous, we can easily complain 
about life’s unfinished nature. When will the 
pain go away? Will the loneliness ever cease? 
Will I experience happiness again? As the 
farmer needs to exercise patience with the soil, 
we need to do the same with our lives. We have 
to wait for the early and late rains to come, 
properly tend to our gardens, and ensure that the 
rich nutrients of God’s merciful and tender  
presence continue to enrich us. God is not done. 
God has only just begun his work in us.  
 
We cannot allow life to hold us captive.               
The systems, agendas, protocols, regulations,              
expectations, and unfinished business can      
distract us from what it means to be God’s child. 
Life can leave us feeling cheated, negative, and 
parched. All times and seasons of our spiritual 
and liturgical lives lead us to three virtues: faith, 
hope and love. Stop complaining about what is 
wrong and look to what God can make right! 
Joy that flows from the Baptist’s message:         
in Jesus, the one mightier than he, are found 
healing, reconciliation, and freedom. Christ will 
save us from life’s distortions, illusions, and  
disappointments. Do you believe this?   ©LPi 
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Saturday 4:00 pm: Deacon Frank Gisoldi 

Sunday 8:00 am:    For The People 

           10:30 am:     Patrick Grace 

          by Judy Grace 

Monday: Pat Dembinski 

  by Claire Dembinski 

Tuesday: Mary Barfom 

  by Aline Lynch 

Wednesday: Juan Llano 

  by The Gonzalez Family 

Thursday: William Roberto 

  by Mike Wilchek 

Friday:  Barbara Hicks 

  by The Dunham Family 

Saturday 4:00pm:   William J. Weithman 

           by Bruce Wheeler 

Sunday 8:00 am:      For The Parishioners 

            10:30 am:     Eugene Gartner and Daughter 

                                  Denise by Joan Gartner 
 

Weekday Mass at 9:15 am unless otherwise noted. 

Saturday Confessions: 3:00-3:45 pm. 

 

Sunday: 

Monday:       

Tuesday:       

Wednesday:  

Thursday:     

Friday:          

Saturday:      

Sunday:        

 

Readings for the Week 

               Sanctuary Light 

   In Memory of Peggy Bostwick 

                       

  Bread and Wine  

                       For Victims of Abortion 

                  

                  Altar Flowers         

      Available for your Intentions 

 

ST. MAX PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 

10 am to 1 pm 

Donations—November  27th 

Weekly….   $3,959. 

 Many thanks to those who support our Parish. 

Is 35:1-6a, 10; Jas 5:7-10; Mt 11:2-11 

Zec 2:14-17; Lk 1:26-38  

Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Mt 21:28-32  

Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25; Lk 7:18b-23  

Is 54:1-10; Lk 7:24-30  

Is 56:1-3a, 6-8; Jn 5:33-36  

Gn 49:2, 8-10; Mt 1:1-17  

Is 7:10-14; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24 

Your Intentions for Masses, Sanctuary Light, 

Bread and Wine or Flowers can be requested  

for loved ones or friends. Call the office for more 

information: 570-646-6424 

Katie Scully  ~  Eileen Long ~Maurice Berger   

Mary DeWaters  ~  Charles Brunner   

Lillian Bellis ~   Miroslawa Trochimowicz  

John Scomillio ~ Ed Sohayda 

Joan Aronowitz ~ Christopher Mortensen 

Rosary and Adoration will be led by Deacon Tom 

each Monday during Advent through December 

19th. Rosary will begin at 6:30 p.m. with                

Eucharistic Adoration immediately following. 
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Living  to  the  Max 
Youth Group  

Meets  Every  

Wednesday at  6:30 pm  

Download the “Remind” app 
and search “Youth Group” so you can get updates 
about the group. Email: reesecup2018@gmail.com 

St. Maximilian Kolbe  

Parish Bereavement Support Group  

The Monthly Meeting of the Bereavement Support 

Group is held downstairs in the Parish Hall on the 

second Wednesday of each month at 2 pm.                 

It is not necessary to be a member of St. Maximilian 

Kolbe Parish in order to attend this ecumenical group.  

The format is open and ongoing. Anyone who has    

experienced a loss due to death, divorce, or separation 

is encouraged to attend. For directions or more          

information, please call Lynnette at 839-9346 or       

570-242-6165, or email her at tomlyn65@ptd.net. 

 

FAITH FORMATION CLASSES 

IN SESSION 

 
  Grades 1st, 2nd, 7th and 8th                                   

meet Sundays between masses 

from 9 am to 10:15 am.  

 
Grades 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th  

meet Wednesdays from 4:30pm to 5:45pm.  
 

Registration forms are available in the Narthex and in 

the Church office for the 2022-2023 year. 

The cost of registration is $30.00 for the first child in 

the family and $15.00 for the second.  There is no 

charge for any more children in the same family. 

I t ’s  not too late  to  regis ter .   

Contact Judy in the  parish  off ice .  

An Invitation to Find Out More about       
St. Max Scripture Sharing Materials  

& Wednesday Zoom Sessions  
 

“Scripture Sharing” offers an opportunity           
to deepen our faith and grow in authentic         
discipleship by reading and reflecting on the 
Word of God. 
Each week, materials are gathered & emailed to   
anyone who wants to join our “Spiritual Seekers” 
in preparing for the upcoming weekend              
liturgies by reflecting on Scripture Readings from 
the lectionary. In addition to the Scriptures,       
participants also receive attachments with several 
commentaries, Reflection Questions, and Prayers. 
All who sign up to receive materials for their   
own reflection are also welcome to use the Zoom 
link to join us at any Wednesday Sessions       
(10:30 am – noon). If you would like to receive 
the Scripture Sharing materials and the Zoom 
link each week, or if you have any questions 
about the group, please contact either Lynnette 
Smith (Group Facilitator) at tomlyn65@ptd.net or        
Judy Grace (Coordinator of Faith Formation) at 
stmaxkolreligioused@ptd.net. 

Did you make your Reservations? 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 AT 2 PM 

 We’ll have Food and Entertainment  
 and  a Visit from    

Santa with gifts for 

children 3 yrs. and up.  

Sponsored by the 

Knights of Columbus. 

 

A Children’s Advent Celebration  

Wednesday. December 21 st—4:30 pm   

During Religious Education class 

all children of our parish and their 

families are welcome to gather for a 

special Advent Party that includes 

food, music, crafts and more.     

Contact the parish office at         

570-646-6424 or email stmaxkol@ptd.net      

to let us know you are coming.  

We hope to see you there! 

mailto:tomlyn65@ptd.net
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Catholic Trivia—Just For Fun 

Question:  Why did Mary and Joseph travel to a 

                   distant town before Jesus was born?  
(Answer can be found on the last page of bulletin.) 

Greeting Card Ministry 
Do you know there is an active Greeting Card Ministry 

here at St. Max?  We want to get the word out. Shout it 

from the rooftops if necessary!  Regardless of the reason 

for the card, we want to reach out and let them know     

their St. Max family is thinking of them.  If you know of   

someone who would enjoy a personal greeting, please    

contact the parish office or leave their name in the labeled 

basket in the narthex.  

Christmas Eve, Living Nativity  

Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex.  The Mass 

on Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24th    

at 4:00 p.m. will be a Family Liturgy.  There    

is room for all youth of our parish to                

participate.  You may sign-up for a part in our 

Living Nativity. The only speaking parts are 

the Narrators.  You can join the Joyful Noise 

Choir, or you can contact the Parish Office to 

be a Lector or Gift Bearer.  We look forward to 

this celebration each year! 

~ Oplatki Wafers are available for purchase . 

  They can purchased from John at the choir  

after all weekend Masses. Donation $5.  

~Advent Candle Sets – If you have an Advent 

Wreath at home, there are prayer booklets & candle 

sets are available in the Narthex.  Donation $5. 

~ Senior Breakfast - 10:30 am 
following daily mass on  

Tuesday, December 13th.  

There is an URGENT need for Liturgical               

Ministers both young and adult. Please contact the 

Parish Office if you are interested in learning      

more about serving as a Lector, Commentator,     

Eucharistic Minister and/or Altar Server. Sign-up 

sheets are available in the Narthex.  You will be 

contacted to schedule trainings. 

If you missed the Advent Penance Service at        
St. Max you can still attend 

Our Lady Queen of Peace in Brodheadsville       
will be holding their Penance Service                                

at 4 p.m. on December 18th.   
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PRESENTATION OF GIFTS  

If you have offered Intentions for loved ones 

 and friends please sign up to present the              

Gifts at our weekend masses.                                 

There is a sign-up book located in the Narthex. 

Latino Ministry Meet & Greet  
Meets monthly on Sunday’s,  

immediately following the 10:30 mass.  

ALL ARE WELCOME 

NEXT MEETING WILL BE ANNOUNCED 

ART ‘N SOUL 

“St. Max Cares”  
A Program of Service by and for  

the  Parishioners of   
St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish 

For the past 10 years, our Social Concerns        
Committee has sponsored a service program called 
“St. Max Cares.” This program is designed to     
support our fellow parishioners who live alone or 
are homebound caring for a loved one.  How? It 
begins with one caring person making a friendly 
phone call to another.  The mission of “St. Max 
Cares” is to know that members of our parish    
family, who might not have frequent contact with a 
friend or relative, are safe.  We pray for you, we 
offer you God’s peace at Mass, now may we offer 
you a friendly phone call? If you or a loved one   
are interested in receiving this service, or if you 
wish to volunteer, please contact Jean Sockol at 
727-542-2280.  
 Remember, members of St. Max care about you! 

 ONLINE SCRIPTURE STUDY  

The St. Maximilian Kolbe Scripture Study            

discussion group meets live on Zoom Wednesday 

mornings @10:30 am.  New members are always 

welcome. For more information on how to join, 

contact Judy in the parish office. We would love to 

“see” you.  

New...Saint Joseph Sunday Missal:  

The Prayerbook and Hymnal for 2023 were donated 

by a parishioner. These will be available at each 

exit. Each Family is welcome to take one. 

Please watch for updated dates/times. In the 

new year, they will be meeting one weekday 

plus one evening each month. 

T he  Se aso n  T hat  G ives  Bac k   

~I don’t have anything left to give. 

~You can’t pour from an empty cup. 

~All I do is give. Who is giving to me? 

Raise your hand if these thoughts have ever run 

through your head. I’m sure they occur to all of us 

from time to time. We can become so easily depleted 

by the fast pace of life and whatever vocation God 

has called us to, whether that’s parenthood, a      

demanding professional career or the caretaking of 

friends and family (or as so often happens, a hybrid 

of all three). Many of us also undergo certain sea-

sons — seasons of the year, but also seasons of life 

— that seem to sap us of energy and leave us totally 

empty.  

In these times, it seems impossible to continue in 

the spirituality of Everyday Stewardship. Gracious-

ness, mindfulness, prayerfulness, gratitude, and             

accountability — maintaining some semblance of 

these characteristics in our daily life feels not only 

overly optimistic, but totally impossible. 

The Church gives us certain liturgical seasons that 

are meant to fill us up, almost like spiritual pit 

stops. Advent is one such season, and the Scriptural 

passages we reflect on at Mass during these four 

weeks are filled with images of nature defied. We see 

the dry steppe blooming. We see the weak made 

firm. We see the frightened made strong. We see the 

lame walk. We see the Virgin give birth. 

If you think you don’t have anything left to give 

this Advent, think again. This is the season of      

miracles when what we thought was depleted brings 

new life.   — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  

         It’s easy to join our parish ! 

    Go to:   stmaxkolbepoconos.org 

    Click on Join and fill in your basic    

information and a member of our parish  

staff will contact you..   



 St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr, pray for us  

Trivia Answer:  
It was required for the Roman census. 

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK  

St Lucy—Feast Day—December 13 

St. Lucy is a virgin and martyr of      

Syracuse in Sicily. Lucy was born to rich 

and noble parents in the year 283. Her 

father was of Roman origin, but his    

early death left her dependent upon her 

mother, Eutychia who was of Greek   

heritage. Lucy had consecrated her     

virginity to God, and hoped to devote 

all her worldly goods to the service of the poor. Her 

mother arranged a marriage for her, but for three 

years she managed to postpone the marriage. Lucy 

prayed at the tomb of Saint Agatha to change her 

mother’s mind about her faith. As a result, her      

mother's illness was cured, and she consented to      

Lucy's desire to live for God. Saint Lucy’s rejected            

bridegroom, Paschasius, denounced Lucy as a       

Christian. The governor planned to force her into    

prostitution, but when guards went to fetch her, they 

could not move her even when they hitched her to a 

team of oxen. The governor ordered her to be killed 

instead. 

After a gruesome torture which included having her 

eyes torn out, she was surrounded by bundles of wood 

which were set afire, but the fire quickly died out. She 

prophesied against her persecutors, and was then     

executed by being stabbed to death with a dagger. 

However, in another telling, it was Lucy who removed 

her eyes in an attempt to discourage a persistent suitor 

who greatly admired them. When her body was being 

prepared for burial, they discovered her eyes had been 

restored. This and the meaning of her name ("light"    

or "lucid") led to her patronage with eyes; the blind, 

eye trouble, and other eye ailments.  

We can often feel parched, desolate, lifeless, and 
dark. Even though we still engage in the business    
and demands of life, we find ourselves somewhat            
detached, disengaged, and removed. We lack joy, 
wonder, awe, and zest. Rather than being an            
experience of freedom and excitement, life holds      
us captive. We are tethered to systems, agendas,    
protocols, regulations, and expectations that go 
against the grain of what it means to be God’s child. 
We find ourselves in a desert. Jesus came to release 
us from all of this negativity and desolation. John    
the Baptist announced the arrival of the One who   
embodies healing, reconciliation, freedom, and life. 
Stop complaining about what you don’t have. Prepare 
for the arrival of the remedy to life’s despair.           
Be strong, fear not! Christ will save us from life’s 
distortions, illusions, and disappointments. Be        
patient. With proper time and care, all will be well.©LPi 

The 3rd Sunday of    

Advent is traditionally 

called  

“Gaudete Sunday”      

or the                 

“Sunday to rejoice.”  

It goes back to a time when Advent was more   

deeply penitential than it is today. Gaudete Sunday 

signaled the halfway mark signifying that Advent 

was almost over. People were invited to rejoice     

that Christmas was near.  


