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PO Box O  
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570-646-6424   

MISSION STATEMENT 

We Worship ~ We Teach ~ We Care 
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St. Maximilian Kolbe 

Parish Staff 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  

St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr, pray for us  

 

January 1, 2023 

Mary, Holy Mother of God  

Year A 

 

We hide ourselves and our secrets from God        

because we are afraid. Even Mary can seem   

too perfect to approach. The shepherds find  

the strength to speak to Mary and Joseph at  

the moment they see the child in the manger.    

They open their hearts and share what they’ve       

experienced. 

Saint Luke writes of the shepherds, “When 

they saw this, they made known the message 

that had been told them about this child.”  

When I was a college student, I visited Rome.  

Beggars often approached and said, “Mangia? 

Mangia?” I didn’t speak Italian and thought, 

“Why are they speaking about the Christmas     

nativity scene?” My friend said, “Mangia 

means eat. They’re hungry.” That’s when I   

realized more deeply than ever before that 

Mary puts her baby in a place designed for 

hungry animals to eat.  

See that baby in the manger in your heart.   

Imagine Mary kneeling nearby looking at you 

with love.   She doesn’t cling to God for herself. 

In that cave, from the beginning, she quietly 

offers her son to hungry souls. The manger 

means vulnerable self-offering love. That’s the 

sign. This week that same manger opens our 

hearts to tell Mary about our lives, too. 

               Father John Muir   ©LPi 

When they saw this, they made known the       

message that had been told them about 

this child. All who heard it were amazed 

by what had been told them by the      

shepherds. And Mary kept all these    

things, reflecting on them in her heart.  

 ~Lk  2:17-19 



St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr, pray for us  

Saturday 4:00 pm: Christmas Mass Intentions 

Sunday 8:00 am:   Christmas Mass Intentions 

           10:30 am:    For The Parishioners 

Monday: Mary Teevan 

  by The Eagle Point Community 

Tuesday: Barbara Black 

  by Ann McGuire 

Wednesday: Chester M. Kiaha 

  by The Spinola Family 

Thursday: Barbara DeFlice 

  by Mary and Herb Moyes 

Friday:  Iwona Ciesluk 

  by The Family 

Saturday 4:00 pm: Gary Murphy 

         by Gene and Darlene Delaney 

Sunday 8:00 am:   For The Parishioners 

 10:30 am:  Jim Noone 

        by Joe and Mariette 
 
 

Weekday Mass at 9:15 am unless otherwise noted. 

 
Saturday Confessions: 3:00-3:45 pm. 

 

Sunday: 

Monday:       

Tuesday:       

Wednesday:  

Thursday:     

Friday:          

Saturday:      

Sunday:        

 

Readings for the Week 

                Sanctuary Light 

      Available for your Intentions 

               

  Bread and Wine  

                       For Victims of Abortion 

                  

              Altar Flowers         

      Available for your Intentions 

 

ST. MAX PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 

10 am to 1 pm 

Donations—December 11th    $ 4,055. 

Donations—December 18th    $ 4,671. 

Many thanks to those who support our Parish. 

Nm 6:22-27; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 

1 Jn 2:22-28; Jn 1:19-28  

1 Jn 2:29—3:6; Jn 1:29-34  

1 Jn 3:7-10; Jn 1:35-42  

1 Jn 3:11-21; Jn 1:43-51  

1 Jn 5:5-13; Mk 1:7-11   

1 Jn 5:14-21; Jn 2:1-11  

Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 

Your Intentions for Masses, Sanctuary Light, 

Bread and Wine or Flowers can be requested  

for loved ones or friends. Call the office for more 

information: 570-646-6424 

Katie Scully  ~  Eileen Long ~Maurice Berger   

Mary DeWaters  ~  Charles Brunner   

Lillian Bellis ~   Miroslawa Trochimowicz  

John Scomillio ~ Ed Sohayda 

Joan Aronowitz ~ Christopher Mortensen 

 

The world has heard of Christ by 
now. But have they all seen him? 

It’s our job to show them. 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS      ©LPi 
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Living  to  the  Max 
Youth Group  

Meets  Every  

Wednesday at  6:30 pm  

Download the “Remind” app 
and search “Youth Group” so you can get updates 
about the group. Email: reesecup2018@gmail.com 

St. Maximilian Kolbe  
Parish Bereavement Support Group  

The Monthly Meeting of the Bereavement Support 

Group is held downstairs in the Parish Hall on the 

second Wednesday of each month at 2 pm.                 

It is not necessary to be a member of St. Maximilian 

Kolbe Parish in order to attend this ecumenical group.  

The format is open and ongoing. Anyone who has    

experienced a loss due to death, divorce, or separation 

is encouraged to attend. For directions or more          

information, please call Lynnette at 839-9346 or       

570-242-6165, or email her at tomlyn65@ptd.net. 

Next Meeting:: January 11th at 2 pm 

 

FAITH FORMATION CLASSES 

IN SESSION 

 
  Grades 1st, 2nd, 7th and 8th                                   

meet Sundays between masses 

from 9 am to 10:15 am.  

 
Grades 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th  

meet Wednesdays from 4:30pm to 5:45pm.  
 

Registration forms are available in the Narthex and in 

the Church office for the 2022-2023 year. 

The cost of registration is $30.00 for the first child in 

the family and $15.00 for the second.  There is no 

charge for any more children in the same family. 

I t ’s  not too late  to  regis ter .   

Contact Judy in the  parish  off ice .  

An Invitation to Find Out More about       
St. Max Scripture Sharing Materials  

& Wednesday Zoom Sessions  
 

“Scripture Sharing” offers an opportunity           
to deepen our faith and grow in authentic         
discipleship by reading and reflecting on the 
Word of God. 
Each week, materials are gathered & emailed to   
anyone who wants to join our “Spiritual Seekers” 
in preparing for the upcoming weekend              
liturgies by reflecting on Scripture Readings from 
the lectionary. In addition to the Scriptures,       
participants also receive attachments with several 
commentaries, Reflection Questions, and Prayers. 
All who sign up to receive materials for their   
own reflection are also welcome to use the Zoom 
link to join us at any Wednesday Sessions       
(10:30 am – noon). If you would like to receive 
the Scripture Sharing materials and the Zoom 
link each week, or if you have any questions 
about the group, please contact either Lynnette 
Smith (Group Facilitator) at tomlyn65@ptd.net or        
Judy Grace (Coordinator of Faith Formation) at 
stmaxkolreligioused@ptd.net. 

The Word Among Us magazine offers daily  

meditations based on the Mass readings of the 

Catholic Church, inspirational essays, stories of 

the saints and more!    

For $20 you can receive 10 issues each year       

that include the daily mass readings.  If you are        

interested in a 2023 new subscription, please  

contact the parish office.  New subscriptions 

begin at the start of the Lenten Season. 

We are always looking for  

young and adult parishioners to serve as  

Lector, Commentator, Eucharistic Minister 

and/or Altar Server,  

And 

Currently our Music Director,  

John Marcinkowski, is also recruiting new 

faces and voices to be  

Cantor and Choir Members.  

Please contact the Parish Office if you       

are interested in serving in one of            

these ministries.  570-646-6424 

mailto:tomlyn65@ptd.net
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Catholic Trivia—Just For Fun 

Question:  What is the only New Testament book  

                   that includes the Magi visiting Jesus? 

    (Answer is found on the last page of the bulletin.) 

Greeting Card Ministry 

Do you know there is an active Greeting Card       

Ministry here at St. Max?  We want to get the word 

out. Shout it from the rooftops if necessary!          

St. Max is blessed to have a few very dedicated 

members who write and mail beautiful notes to  

fellow parishioners who are sick or homebound, 

who are discouraged and need some cheer, who 

have lost a family member, or  perhaps has been 

missing from Mass for a while.   

Regardless of the reason for the card, we want to 

reach out and let them know their St. Max family is 

thinking of them.  If you know of someone who 

would enjoy a personal greeting, please contact the 

parish office or leave their name in the labeled   

basket in the narthex. If you have Get Well cards to 

donate, please leave them in the basket as well.  

~Thank You 

Knights of Columbus #13752  

meets  on Wednesday evenings in the parish hall.  

(no longer on Mondays)  

the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month at 7 pm. 

New members are welcome. 

Next Sunday we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany of Our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
But did you know……?  While the traditional date for the feast is Jan. 6, in the United States                 

the celebration of Epiphany is moved to the Sunday between Jan. 2 and Jan. 8.   For those who thought 

that Christmas was over, Epiphany, celebrated on January 6, marks the final celebratory day of the   

Christian holiday season! While most people begin taking down their Christmas decorations by New 

Year’s, there is still a full week before many practicing Christians complete their celebrations of the birth 

of Jesus Christ. It is commonly associated with the day the Three Wise Men arrived at the manger and has 

several different names throughout history and cultures. 

A little History of  The Epiphany... 
Epiphany is a Christian feast day celebrating the revelation of God incarnate as Jesus Christ.                                 

In Western Christianity, the feast commemorates the visit of the Three Wise Men who followed an angel to    

Bethlehem where Jesus was born. The day has also been referred to as Three Kings Day and Little Christmas 

by both Irish and Amish Christians. The Feast of the Epiphany concludes the twelve days of Christmastide 

and is the traditional end of the Christmas season.  

As early as the fourth century, churches of the Eastern Roman Empire were celebrating Christmas on January 

6. Those in the West were celebrating on December 25, which is why some places refer to the Feast of the 

Epiphany as Old Christmas. Since then, many cultures have developed their own names and traditions to     

celebrate this day. For example, in Scandinavia, they celebrate what they call Little Christmas Eve on          

December 23. In Spain, children traditionally did not receive their presents on Christmas Day but instead on 

January 6, in commemoration of the day the Wise Men arrived in Bethlehem bearing gifts of gold,             

frankincense, and myrrh. In Ireland, they also call Little Christmas Women’s Christmas, because Irish men 

take on the household duties for the day. Other popular traditions include singing, chalking the door, having 

one’s house blessed, eating a three kings cake, going to church, and winter swimming. It is also customary for 

many Christians to remove their Christmas decorations on Epiphany Eve, although other Christian countries 

historically remove them on Candlemas, February 2nd, forty days after Christmas.  According to the first    

tradition, those who fail to remember to remove their Christmas decorations on Epiphany Eve must leave 

them untouched until Candlemas.  

So, don’t be in such a hurry to take down your Christmas Tree. We can all use more of Christmas in our lives. 
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PRESENTATION OF GIFTS  

If you have offered Intentions for loved ones 

 and friends please sign up to present the              

Gifts at our weekend masses.                                 

There is a sign-up book located in the Narthex. 

Latino Ministry Meet & Greet  
Meets monthly on Sunday’s,  

immediately following the 10:30 mass.  

ALL ARE WELCOME 

ART ‘N SOUL 

“St. Max Cares”  
A Program of Service by and for  

the  Parishioners of   
St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish 

For the past 10 years, our Social Concerns        
Committee has sponsored a service program called 
“St. Max Cares.” This program is designed to     
support our fellow parishioners who live alone or 
are homebound caring for a loved one.  How? It 
begins with one caring person making a friendly 
phone call to another.  The mission of “St. Max 
Cares” is to know that members of our parish    
family, who might not have frequent contact with a 
friend or relative, are safe.  We pray for you, we 
offer you God’s peace at Mass, now may we offer 
you a friendly phone call? If you or a loved one   
are interested in receiving this service, or if you 
wish to volunteer, please contact Jean Sockol at 
727-542-2280.  
 Remember, members of St. Max care about you! 

 ONLINE SCRIPTURE STUDY  

The St. Maximilian Kolbe Scripture Study            

discussion group meets live on Zoom Wednesday 

mornings @10:30 am.  New members are always 

welcome. For more information on how to join, 

contact Judy in the parish office. We would love to 

“see” you.  

Please watch for updated dates/times. In the 

new year, they will be meeting one weekday 

plus one evening each month. 

        It’s easy to join our parish ! 

  Go to:   stmaxkolbepoconos.org 

    Click on Join and fill in your basic    

information and a member of our    

parish staff will contact you..   

Para Informacion/For Information: 570-646-6424  

History of  the Rosary 
Question:    What is the history of the rosary? 

                    Where did this prayer come from? 

Although a longstanding tradition attributed the rosary 

to Saint Dominic and the Dominican Order, the      

practice of using beads to count prayers predates the 

Dominicans by a few hundred years. In fact, it seems 

that what we now think of as the rosary (which means 

“garland of roses”) was first developed by illiterate 

peasants and religious brothers and sisters as a way of 

offering 150 “Our Fathers” to replace the praying of 

the 150 psalms in the Divine Office. 

The practice of reciting 150 Hail Marys (which was 

later subdivided into 15 decades of 10 Hail Marys) 

arose during the late Middle Ages. Devotion to the   

rosary began to flourish in the nineteenth century,   

especially as new devotions to Mary began to spread 

throughout Europe and the New World. An annual  

liturgical celebration of Our Lady of the Rosary was 

introduced into the Church calendar in 1573 and it has 

been observed on the date of October 7 since 1913. 

In the apostolic letter On the Most Holy Rosary, Pope 

Saint John Paul II not only added five new mysteries to 

the traditional fifteen, but he also reminded Catholics 

that the rosary is, at its core, an opportunity to go    

deeper into the life of Jesus: “The rosary, though    

clearly Marian in character, is at heart a Christocentric 

prayer … It has all the depth of the Gospel message    

in its entirety, and it can be said to be a compendium. 

It is an echo of Mary’s prayer, her perennial           

Magnificat … With the rosary, the Christian people sit 

at the school of Mary and are led to contemplate the 

beauty of the face of Christ and to experience the 

depths of his love” (no. 1).   ©LPi 

2023 Calendars courtesy of Bolock Funeral 

Home  in conjunction with Jersey Memorial 

Group are available at all exits.  
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Trivia Answer:  Only the Gospel of Matthew  

                               records the Magi visiting Jesus. 

St. John Neumann  

Feast Day—January 5th 

St. John Neumann is the patron 

saint of educators, immigrants, 

and, due to the miracles that   

secured his canonization, sick 

children. Born in 1811 Bohemia, in what is now 

the Czech Republic, he attended the university in 

Prague preparing for ordination. However, his 

local bishops were not ordaining new priests at the 

time because Bohemia was overstocked with 

priests. He inquired about ordination all over    

Europe but received the same answer everywhere. 

Not one to be deterred, John then applied to     

several United States dioceses. Receiving no     

immediate responses, the saint took a leap of faith 

and decided to just immigrate to the United 

States in 1836, during his 25th year, with only $40 

in his pocket. This risk paid off when he was      

ordained in New York a month later.  

When he was 29, he joined the Congregation of 

the Most Holy Redeemer dedicated to helping the 

poor and most abandoned. In 1852, at the age of 

41, Neumann became the fourth Bishop of       

Philadelphia. He organized the parochial schools 

in his region into a diocesan system. This change 

allowed Catholic schools to increase the number of 

pupils enrolled by almost twentyfold. Over the 

course of his ministry, St. John expanded the 

number of Catholic schools in his diocese from 2 to 

100! A man of the people, he could often be found 

outside the church walls visiting people who were 

sick, staying in taverns and public houses to 

teach, and celebrating Mass in people’s homes       

at their kitchen tables. He was canonized on     

June 19, 1977, following three miracles. St. John 

Neumann was the first American man to be        

canonized a saint. 

New...Saint Joseph Sunday Missal:  

The Prayerbook and Hymnal for 2023 were donated 

by a parishioner. These are available at each exit. 

Each Family is welcome to take one. 

Facebook Live Online Mass Option:  

Sunday, 10:30 a.m.  

To access the Mass live on Facebook, go to         

Facebook.com and in the search engine, type :    

“St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish,                              

Pocono Pines, PA.”  

http://Facebook.com

