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St. Maximilian Kolbe 

Parish Staff 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  

St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr, pray for us  

 

January 8, 2023 

Epiphany of the Lord  

 Year A 

  

 

A friend of mine is a young priest who teaches 

high school physics at a Catholic boys’ prep 

school. Like many today, the boys often think  

science and religion are enemies. So, he delights in 

their raised eyebrows when he reminds them       

his first full-time job as a priest was to be an      

astrophysicist. He cataloged the size, shape, and 

matter of distant stars. He tells them, “Science 

gave me more love for God, not less.”  
 

The Magi were like scientist astronomers. Like     

today’s scientists, they employed disciplined     

methods of discovering dependable patterns in the 

world. Their rigorous commitment to the truth led 

them to the joy of discovering Jesus. Their love for 

knowledge leads them to worship the Source of      

all knowledge. Luke says of them, “They were     

overjoyed at seeing the star.”  
 

We may see the universe as cold and empty and 

feel sad. But why should we do that? The Magi, 

like my priest-friend, show us there is another way 

to experience the world. We use our intelligence      

to discover the beautiful patterns in the world —   

in mathematics, physics, astronomy, biology,     

neuroscience, and so on — and allow this to lead 

us to greater love for God. So, my fellow Magi:    

the world needs us to be overjoyed at finding God 

in science and, finally and fully, in Jesus.  

— Father John Muir 

They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on 

entering the house they saw the child with Mary 

his mother. They prostrated themselves and did 

him homage. Then they opened their treasures 

and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense,       

and myrrh.  Mt 2:10-11 
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Sunday: 

Monday:       

Tuesday:       

Wednesday:  

Thursday:     

Friday:          

Saturday:      

Sunday:        

 

Readings for the Week 

                Sanctuary Light 

      Available for your Intentions 

 

               

                    Bread and Wine  

                   For Victims of Abortion 

                  

 

               Altar Flowers         

 Available for your Intentions 

ST. MAX PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 

10 am to 1 pm 

Donations—December 25th  

Weekly….. $5,495.                                             

Christmas….. $10,056. 

Many thanks to those who support our Parish. 

Your Intentions for Masses, Sanctuary Light, 

Bread and Wine or Flowers can be requested  

for loved ones or friends. Call the office to    

schedule your intentions: 570-646-6424 

Katie Scully  ~  Eileen Long ~Maurice Berger   

Mary DeWaters  ~  Charles Brunner   

Lillian Bellis ~   Miroslawa Trochimowicz  

John Scomillio ~ Ed Sohayda 

Joan Aronowitz ~ Christopher Mortensen 

Saturday 4:00 pm: Gary Murphy 

         by Gene and Darlene Delaney 

Sunday 8:00 am:   For The Parishioners 

 10:30 am:  Jim Noone 

        by Joe and Mariette 

Monday: Sylvester Mgabwu 

  by Robert and Martha Bossuyt 

Tuesday: Sylvester Mgabwu 

  by Mike Wilchek & Rene Ponce 

Wednesday: Sylvester Mgabwu 

  by Knight of Columbus #13752 

Thursday: Sylvester Mgabwu 

           by St. Max Social Concerns Committee 

Friday:             Iwona Ciesluk  

  by The Family 

Saturday 4:00 pm:   Jack Connors 

                      by Mike and Teri Castellano 

Sunday 8:00 am:     For The Parishioners 

           10:30 am:     Anthony Canzoneri 

           by Mon and Dad 

 

Weekday Mass at 9:15 am unless otherwise noted. 

Saturday Confessions: 3:00-3:45 pm. 

Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 12  

Is 42:1-4, 6-7; Mt 3:13-17  

Heb 2:5-12; Mk 1:21-28   

Heb 2:14-18; Mk 1:29-39  

Heb 3:7-14; Mk 1:40-45 

Heb 4:1-5, 11; Mk 2:1-12  

Heb 4:12-16; Mk 2:13-17  

Is 49:3, 5-6; 1 Cor 1:1-3; Jn 1:29-34 
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Living  to  the  Max 
Youth Group  

Meets  Every  

Wednesday at  6:30 pm  

Download the “Remind” app 
and search “Youth Group” so you can get updates 
about the group. Email: reesecup2018@gmail.com 

St. Maximilian Kolbe  
Parish Bereavement Support Group  

The Monthly Meeting of the Bereavement Support 

Group is held downstairs in the Parish Hall on the 

second Wednesday of each month at 2 pm.                 

It is not necessary to be a member of St. Maximilian 

Kolbe Parish in order to attend this ecumenical group.  

The format is open and ongoing. Anyone who has    

experienced a loss due to death, divorce, or separation 

is encouraged to attend. For directions or more          

information, please call Lynnette at 839-9346 or       

570-242-6165, or email her at tomlyn65@ptd.net. 

Next Meeting:: January 11th at 2 pm 

 

FAITH FORMATION CLASSES 

IN SESSION 

 
  Grades 1st, 2nd, 7th and 8th                                   

meet Sundays between masses 

from 9 am to 10:15 am.  

 
Grades 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th  

meet Wednesdays from 4:30pm to 5:45pm.  
 

Registration forms are available in the Narthex and in 

the Church office for the 2022-2023 year. 

The cost of registration is $30.00 for the first child in 

the family and $15.00 for the second.  There is no 

charge for any more children in the same family. 

I t ’s  not too late  to  regis ter .   

Contact Judy in the  parish  off ice .  

An Invitation to Find Out More about       
St. Max Scripture Sharing Materials  

& Wednesday Zoom Sessions  
 

“Scripture Sharing” offers an opportunity           
to deepen our faith and grow in authentic         
discipleship by reading and reflecting on the 
Word of God. 
Each week, materials are gathered & emailed to   
anyone who wants to join our “Spiritual Seekers” 
in preparing for the upcoming weekend              
liturgies by reflecting on Scripture Readings from 
the lectionary. In addition to the Scriptures,       
participants also receive attachments with several 
commentaries, Reflection Questions, and Prayers. 
All who sign up to receive materials for their   
own reflection are also welcome to use the Zoom 
link to join us at any Wednesday Sessions       
(10:30 am – noon). If you would like to receive 
the Scripture Sharing materials and the Zoom 
link each week, or if you have any questions 
about the group, please contact either Lynnette 
Smith (Group Facilitator) at tomlyn65@ptd.net or        
Judy Grace (Coordinator of Faith Formation) at 
stmaxkolreligioused@ptd.net. 

The Word Among Us magazine offers daily  

meditations based on the Mass readings of the 

Catholic Church, inspirational essays, stories of 

the saints and more!    

For $20 you can receive 10 issues each year       

that include the daily mass readings.  If you are        

interested in a 2023 new subscription, please  

contact the parish office.  New subscriptions 

begin at the start of the Lenten Season. 

We are always looking for  

young and adult parishioners to serve as  

Lector, Commentator, Eucharistic Minister 

and/or Altar Server,  

And 

Currently our Music Director,  

John Marcinkowski, is also recruiting new 

faces and voices to be  

Cantor and Choir Members.  

Please contact the Parish Office if you       

are interested in serving in one of            

these ministries.  570-646-6424 

mailto:tomlyn65@ptd.net
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Catholic Trivia—Just For Fun 

Question:  What was the name of John                   

the Baptist’s mother? 

    (Answer is found on the last page of the bulletin.) 

Greeting Card Ministry 

Do you know there is an active Greeting Card       

Ministry here at St. Max?  We want to get the word 

out. Shout it from the rooftops if necessary!          

St. Max is blessed to have a few very dedicated 

members who write and mail beautiful notes to  

fellow parishioners who are sick or homebound, 

who are discouraged and need some cheer, who 

have lost a family member, or  perhaps has been 

missing from Mass for a while.   

Regardless of the reason for the card, we want to 

reach out and let them know their St. Max family is 

thinking of them.  If you know of someone who 

would enjoy a personal greeting, please contact the 

parish office or leave their name in the labeled   

basket in the narthex. If you have Get Well cards to 

donate, please leave them in the basket as well.  

~Thank You 

 

Wedding Feast & Epiphany 

How are the feasts of the baptism of Jesus and the account of the wedding feast of Cana related to the  

Epiphany celebration?  

The Epiphany season focuses on revealing Jesus to the 

world. Following the Christmas celebration, the liturgical 

year lays out a series of manifestation points in which    

Jesus is made publicly known. From its very beginning, 

the Christian community highlighted three events in the 

life of Jesus. These are the Epiphany, the Baptism of the 

Lord and the wedding feast at Cana.  

The Epiphany discloses Jesus to the world of the Gentiles, 

represented by the magi from the East. The accounts of 

Jesus' baptism reveal his identity and mission, along with exposing him to those to whom he was sent to 

minister. The miracle of turning water to wine at the      wedding feast of Cana, unique to John's Gospel, is 

the first public sign that Jesus performs, thus manifesting his public identity and his powers.  

Today in the Roman Church, these are usually celebrated on three successive Sundays: Epiphany, the 

Baptism of the Lord which is usually the next Sunday, and the wedding feast of Cana, which is proclaimed 

on the 2nd Sunday of Ordinary Time in lectionary year C.  

These feasts connect around the concept of epiphany, public manifestation of Jesus to the world. They 

help us get to know more intimately who Jesus is and what he is about. Spend some time delving more 

deeply into your understanding of who Jesus is. Continue to cultivate these "epiphany" moments in your 

life.    ©LPi 

2023 Calendars courtesy of Bolock Funeral 

Home  in conjunction with Jersey Memorial 

Group are available at all exits.  

It’s easy to 

 join our parish ! 

  Go to:   stmaxkolbepoconos.org 

    Click on Join and fill in your basic    

information and a member of our  

                          parish staff will contact you. 
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PRESENTATION OF GIFTS  

If you have offered Intentions for loved ones 

 and friends please sign up to present the              

Gifts at our weekend masses.                                 

There is a sign-up book located in the Narthex. 

Latino Ministry Meet & Greet  
Meets monthly on Sunday’s,  

immediately following the 10:30 mass.  

ALL ARE WELCOME 

ART ‘N SOUL 

“St. Max Cares”  
A Program of Service by and for  

the  Parishioners of   
St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish 

For the past 10 years, our Social Concerns        
Committee has sponsored a service program called 
“St. Max Cares.” This program is designed to     
support our fellow parishioners who live alone or 
are homebound caring for a loved one.  How? It 
begins with one caring person making a friendly 
phone call to another.  The mission of “St. Max 
Cares” is to know that members of our parish    
family, who might not have frequent contact with a 
friend or relative, are safe.  We pray for you, we 
offer you God’s peace at Mass, now may we offer 
you a friendly phone call? If you or a loved one   
are interested in receiving this service, or if you 
wish to volunteer, please contact Jean Sockol at 
727-542-2280.  
 Remember, members of St. Max care about you! 

 ONLINE SCRIPTURE STUDY  

The St. Maximilian Kolbe Scripture Study            

discussion group meets live on Zoom Wednesday 

mornings @10:30 am.  New members are always 

welcome. For more information on how to join, 

contact Judy in the parish office. We would love to 

“see” you.  

Para Informacion/For Information: 570-646-6424  

New Hours have been added.  The Art ‘N Soul 

group,  led by Desiree Schultz will meet this 

Thursday, January 12th at 7 pm and also on 

Wednesday, January 25th at 2 pm 

RECOGNIZE GOD                                                             

IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 

Faith and Fear 
When I was little, you could tell I believed in the       

destructive power of the monsters who lived beneath 

my bed because I would never let my ankles anywhere 

near the bottom of the mattress. (It’s common 

knowledge that bare ankles are premium monster bait 

— ask any child you know).  

You can often tell what a person believes by what they 

fear. But here’s the thing: belief isn’t always enough. 

It’s obvious that Herod believed in Christ’s power    

because of how terrified he was by it and by the room 

he made in his life for the possible impact of the        

Messiah. In fact, if belief was the only measure of       

orthodoxy, you could stand most modern Christians 

next to Herod and he would tower above them. 

Remember, there’s something just as bad as disobeying 

God: discounting Him. I know I am guilty of that in a 

thousand small ways each day. In the person I ignore or 

the opinion I sneer at. In the unkind words I let roll 

from my tongue. In the prayers of thanksgiving that I 

don’t say because I am “too busy.”  

I believe in God, but I do not fear Him — mostly       

because my very modern understanding of the concept 

of “fear” would lump God in with those monsters      

beneath my bed. But what if we understood fear in a 

more traditional sense — awe, reverence, and wonder? 

“All kings shall pay him homage, all nations shall serve 

him.” — Psalm 72:11   

When Herod heard the news of the coming of the      

Messiah, it compelled him to do something. Not the 

right thing, mind you, but something. It moved him into 

action. So, then, it should move us all.  

We saw his star at its rising, and have come to do him 

homage. — Matthew 2:2   ©LPi 

Knights of Columbus #13752  

meets  on Wednesday evenings in the parish hall.  

(no longer on Mondays)  

the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month at 7 pm. 

New members are welcome. 
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Trivia Answer:  Elizabeth 

Facebook Live Online Mass Option:  

Sunday, 10:30 a.m.  

To access the Mass live on Facebook, go to         

Facebook.com and in the search engine, type :    

“St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish,                              

Pocono Pines, PA.”  

New...Saint Joseph Sunday Missal:  

The Prayerbook and Hymnal for 2023 were        

donated by a parishioner. These are available at 

each exit. Each Family is welcome to take one. 

SAINT OF THE WEEK  –  EXAMPLES OF OUR FAITH 

In 2023, we will be highlighting holy men and women from the Americas who are canonized or in the process of 

canonization. We hope their stories inspire your faith! 

Servant of God, Leonard LaRue 

Leonard LaRue, or, Benedictine Brother Marinus LaRue O.S.B., had his cause officially opened for sainthood in 

June 2021.This incredible man was born in Philadelphia on January 14, 1914, and died on October 14, 2001, at the 

age of 87.  

While captaining the 7,600-ton U.S. Merchant Marine ship, the SS Meredith Victory, during the Korean war,     

Leonard led the largest humanitarian rescue operation by a single vessel in history, whether during war or civilian 

conditions. Under his leadership, his crew and he evacuated 14,000 Korean refugees, including women and children, 

to safety. To accomplish this, he swiftly unloaded all cargo from the freighter and allowed as many refugees as 

could possibly fit into the five empty cargo spaces and onto the deck. Despite the extreme cold, lack of adequate 

food and water, the fact that the crew didn’t know Korean, and the refugees didn’t know English, communist     

submarines hunting for them, and constant shelling and fighting nearby, he managed to transport all 14,000       

refugees 490 miles southeast to safety. They arrived at Geoje Island on Christmas day with no injuries along with 5 

additional people added to their numbers as 5 women gave birth during the treacherous two-day ordeal.  

LaRue’s successful deliverance of those under his protection spoke volumes of his bravery and love of those who 

were victims of war and violence. According to the U.S. Department of Transportation Maritime Administration, 

his mission is remembered as a Christmas miracle and “One of the greatest marine rescues in the history of the 

world.” Captain LaRue remained in command of the Meredith Victory until it was decommissioned in 1952.  

Inspired by the Benedictine monks, Leonard entered St. Paul Benedictine Abbey in New Jersey as a monk in 1954 

shortly after the decommissioning of his ship. There, he lived out the rest of his life as Brother Marinus LaRue in 

prayer among the brothers of his religious community. He was the Abbey’s dishwasher, bell ringer, and gift shop 

attendant. 

http://Facebook.com

